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PREFACK. 



Frequent and loud complaints have been made of 
the defectiveneBs and inaccurai^ of history. In 
part they are certainly well founded, and like many 
other things which are imperfect, cannot be entirely 
remedied ; on the other hand, however, we might, 
in a great measure, remedy them, and at least 
approach the attainment of die object, if the his- 
torian were liberally allowed access to all the ex- 
isting sources of information, and if no mystery 
were mode of that, the publication of which would 
be equally harmless and instructive. 

It is an incontrovertible, and, it is to be hoped, 
not merely temporary, advance of the age, that, in 
our days, what really decides the affairs of the 
world can no longer remain a court or cabinet 
secret, that stratagems and intrigues, prejudices 
and bribery, no longer decide on peace and war, 
or the prosperity and progress of nations. Tfae 
present lies open to the judgment of contem- 
poraries, and the historian ia able to collect the 
most essential particulars, though the most recent 
diplomatic correspondence is partly closed and 
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sealed up against him. This is not the case with 
rcepect to earlier times, where that which is pub- 
lished is at variance with the more effective secret 
springs, and requires very many corrections. Even 
for the time of King Frederick II. of Prussia, mea- 
sures and resolutions were adopted (at least at 
some courts) in the above-mentioned blameable 
spirit. 

The English govenuneut, therefore, deserves so 
much the greater praise and more sincere gratitude 
for having opened to me the State-paper OflSce 
with its treasures, not merely for more ancient 
times, but also for that part of the eighteenth cen- 
tury to which my investigations were directed. 
And this permission was not accompanied with a 
hundred suspicions, restrictive precautionary mea- 
sures, which cost time, and create vexations, but it 
was unfettered; and I met also with the most willing 
and friendly support from the gentlemen who are 
in offices of the establishment. Hie dispatches of 
ambassadors which passed through my hand were: 



FnniiFnuiee, 


Srfoluw. 


Pn»«a, 


- .. {■"Sir.,"^-' 


Aiutris, 


60 ,, 


Bu»ia, 


75 ,, 


Suonf, 




Holland, 


■S >. 


, Sweden, 


15 ,, 


Ruyal LtiUxH 
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I have received from Paris assurances of similar 
favours, if my avocationa would permit me to make 
use of them. At home, the prophets who look for- 
wards, and those who look backwards (the his- 
torians), are equally destitute of credit ; at least, wo 
in Germany have unfortunately not yet attained to 
the laudable theory and practice respecting the use 
of historical documents which is recognized in Lon- 
don and Paris. 

Under these circumstances I could not compose a 
comprehensive, critical, comparative work on the 
times of Frederick II., but necessarily confined my- 
self to extracting from the above folios what was 
most important and instructive, and arranging it in 
a clear manner. King Frederick II. is the centre 
of the whole, but his age, as well as himself, is re- 
flected in those sources, by which the title of the - 
book, if not justified, is excused. 

After many doubts how the materials should be 
arranged and worked up, it appeared to me t^*^ 
the most advisable to retain the original form of the \ 
dispatches in the essential parts, in order that the 
Floglish point of view might be as far as possible 
preserved. In order to avoid too great a dismem- 
berment of the accounts, coming from such various 
countries, I was sometimes obliged to comprehend 
many of them (accurately marking the time, how- 
ever) under one general head, nor could I refrain 
from making, in some places, additions and ex- 
planatory observations. A circumstantial intio- 
b 
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dnction on the state of Europe at the time of the 
accession of Frederick II. appeared to me to be 
BuperfluouB, because every Griend of history is suf- 
&oient1y informed on this subject, or may read in 
the King's works in vdiat light be viewed that time 
and his own situation. 
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FREDERICK THE SECOND, 

AND HIS TIMES. 



CHAPTEK 1 



FinsEia — Diipaldiei of Giij Dickeni, Baglish AmIiuudDr at Berlitz— 
lUncn anil De&th ol Vieienzk WilUuu I. — BchaviaiLT and Speecbei 
«tthB nn KiuK— OtHenatioDi on the Chuadei ftnd PoiitioD oT 
Frederick IL-Hii PUot— SUte of Europe. 

Fboh the commencement of the year 1740, it was evi- 
dent^Uiat the approaching death of Frederick William 
I. was near at hand. Accordingly, tlic dispatches 
otMr. Guy Dickens, English ambassador at Berlin, 
contain hardly anything but accounts of the king's 
health. Tlins on the 5th of January 1740, ho 
vrites;* " I have no news to send from this place ; 
the king is indisposed, and keeps his room. We 
are told that he is in such a horrible bad humour, 
that nobody can come near him ^vithout being ill 
used in words or blows." 

On the 12th of January, Mr. Dickens states that 
the lung's health and humour are better ; but eleven 
days afterwards he writes, " The evils increase ; they 
proceed chiefly from the violent agitation in which 
this prince puts himself as often as things do not go 
to his mind.** 

On the 9th of February the ambassai^r continues, 
" The Icing is very ill, but he looked from the window 

■ Britnti BUt»-pap«i OfBcc, Fnmia, iol. 1. 
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on a sledge party. His left leg is prodi^ously 
swelled, and he has an oppression on the t^hest ; but 
some persons bdieve Ihat he cnly pretends tt> be so 
bad, to observe the countenance of the prince-royal, 
and of such as he thinks may wisha change." 

On the 12th of May he writes, " The king is very 
much swollen, and the physicians have declared that 
his recovery is not to be thought of. The crown 
prince invited sevei^ officers to'his country seat* 
without the king's permission, and, contrary to his 
"wiU, favours the importation of com from Mecklen* 
"burg. This is a sign that he considers the recovery 
of his father as impossible. The physicians allow 
the latter to do what he pleases." 

On the 4th of June Mr. Dickens writes, " TheTcing 
died on the 31st. The new king said to the officers, 
that having lieen their comrade, he knew how much 
his Falhcr was indebted to their diligence and appli- 
cation for the good order in which the troops were. 
That he did not doubt but they would show the same 
zeal for his service, now Providence had placed him 
upon the throne J and he concluded by desiring 
them to exert still more their endeavours, if possi- 
ble, and in particular, that the superiors should not 
behave to the inferior officers with rudeness, or per- 
mit the soldiers to be used ill without reason. Fre- 
derick addressed similar discourses and thank's to 
the ministers ; he especially recommended two things 
to them; first, never to make any distinction be- 
tWeen his interest'and that of his subjects. Secondly, 
that in all their reports they should be faithful, and 
represent tilings as they truly were." 
"He further gave orders to sell com at feasotiable 
* Dupatch »rihi irtli of Usf. ' ■ 
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friea* InBD tlu rojnd HttgaaiBes ; lind fo iMtoce the 
intemmse with the oeig^^uzing atatca, vliere it; 
kad. b«en TntermptBd. . , 

Though the death of a luQg^ of Prussia, even in 
the year 1740, xras not a vholly unuoportant erentr 
no person at that time had a presentiment of the 
weighty consequences of it. These proceeded partly 
from the charactw of the king, partly from tho ge- 
neral situation of Europe. Let us first turn our 
attention to the former. An austere education, pe- 
dantic instruction, and severe trials, had given the 
character of Frederick II. an early firmness and 
maturity; but at the same time produced in him a' 
decided aversion tomuch that was at that lime usual' 
and highly respected, and inclined him to the nevr 
Fffench philosophy. From this twofold source ori-' 
ginatcd many points in his character directly opposed' 
to each other. Profoundness, and levity of observa-' 
tion and judgment ; nobic resolutions, and ofiensivei 
vit; roughness, and elegance of manners, &c. But 
that his character was at the bottom' sound and 
magnanimous, appears evident to the careful obscr-' 
Ter, from many of his early expressions; though he 
did not open his heart to every bcidy, and never 
forgot to whom, and for what intent, he spoke and^ 
wrote. Thus, with all his admiration of Voltaire, 
for instance, Frederick knew, as early as 1740, how* 
to appreciate the dark side of his character.* 
' Confidential communicaltions show, better than 
state documents and public declarations, how he ietC 
ind thought, and his resolutions and actions pro- 
ceeded from these feelings -and "thoughts, no Ifesg* 
than from external occasions and events. 
■ (BunM poathumet, vui. US, J&S. 
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The mortal sickneu aad the Bufferings of his fa- 
ther made a profound impression upon him. Hence 
he writes to VolUire on the 26th of February 1740 :*— 

* Je Mm en mn U voii ds U DBtuie, 
Plu tloquents anciin qua mvi ambition, 
Et duu U triita roue da mon aSictioc, 
De mon piiB exyiraot je cioii Tuir I'otnbn obtcure i I 
3a ne voii que la fcpiiUuie, 
Et le ruDiita initant da la dntrnctioii. 
Oui, j'apptendii, en da*eiiaiit maitn, 
LariaplittdemoQ^tn; 
Recerant lea gtandeura, j'ln tcoi la Tanitf.** 

Serious reflections of this nature did not, however, 
in any way depress the king ; on the contrary, the 
magnitude of his duties appeared to him in a new 
and much stronger light, so that he writes to Vol- 
taircf " Since the death of my father I helong en 
tjrely to my country, and in this spirit I have labo jred, 
to the utmost of my power, to adopt as speedily as 
possible all measures necessary for the general 
good." 

But that Frederick did not see the general good 
only in quiet peaceful improvements — that mth a 
fiill treasury and a wcll-discipUned army, he would 
undertake some bolder cnterprizc — would seek to 
acquire power and glory, and not merely profit by 
the opportunities that might ofier, hut endeavour 
to create them, we have more convincing proofs in 
hand than can here be given. 

It would be equally easy to enumerate in this 
place the general arguments which have been a 
thousand times repeated, against views and plans 
of this nature. Instead of this, I will rather spare 

* (Eiimi iKathtimei, ix. 93. 
t The27(liol Jona, 1740. (Euina pMlluune«,ix, 112. 
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-the space for the derelopment of the especial motive* 
aad relations lirom which resolutions and actions 
proceeded. The death of the Empress Anne of 
Bnssia, and still more, that of the Emperor Charles 
VI., vere erents of decisive importance. But before 
we treat of them, I must (aa the order of time and 
the view of the entire situation of Europe requires) 
communicate some ambassadorial dispatches from 
Stockholm, Petersburg, and Paris. 



CHAPTER II. 

jUairt of Sweden— Paitici—Eilualion with te*paet to Runia— Mili- ' 
tu; ntabluhmeat — InfliuacB of the Fieoch and RuuUni — Tfa* 
Diet— Biiberj— MidemoiMlle Tiube— Tbi King and the Queen— 
Deiir* of War. 

Charles XJI.'s extravagant love of war, had not 
only nearly annihilated the importance of Sweden in 
the affiairs of Europe, but had given occasion for 
parties in the Idngdom itself to become more de- 
cidedly opposed to each other, and iucreaaed more 
and more the influence of foreign powers. The an- 
nexed dispatches of the English ambassador Bur- 
naby, g^ve but too much information respecting this 
unhappy and condemnable state of things. On the 
4th rf January. 1740, he writes from Stockholm :* — 
" Some leading men make no scruple (before the 
assembly of the states has begun) already to declare 
for a war against Russia, at all events ; and many 
of the officers who composed the last diet, join in the 

* State-pipci Office, Swcdrn, toI. Ixsrii. 
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.iMitie «piriioa. Others less vi^ift aAd-cif nore t»- 
;flection, are senailila of the danger to whicit fbeir 
country may thereby become exposed, and would 
retract their notions, if they could do it without 
weakening their intereit with their own party. Silt 
Jas that would be very difficult, these likewise are fw 
^an ofi^sive war, alleging, however, no other rcaaoB 
ifor it but the tdd proverb, le vin at lire, U fatd It 
boire. 

" A third set of people are absolutely against 
acting ofTcnsively ; however, declare themselves ready 
to enter into any measure for putting the kingdom 
in a state of defence, whjch they confess to be neces- 
sary, considering the provocations which the Czarina 
-had met with. 

" There still remains a fourth party, who would 
willingly accommodate matters with the Bussi^s, 
and avoid a war, from a sense of their own weakness 
.'to support it by themselves, and of the little assist- 
ance to be reasonabty expected from France ; bat 
' this party does not appear so numerous as it rc»I^ 
is ; first, because it is an established maxim in this 
-country, that what has happened may, nay wQl, 
happen again; consequently, that 8000 Swedes will 
beat 60,000 Muscovites ; and no Swede who will not, 
-in a manner, own himself a coward, dares pubUcly 
-avow that he thinks otherwise. 

" Secondly, because that of this class, thodre mc 
aiany of weight and connderatitm, who tee the ap- 
parent danger, and yet are willing to confront it fbr 
a while, in hopes of distresnng the present adminia- ' 
Oration, and making them odious to the kiagdom, 1^ 
the calamities inevitably attending an unsuccessful 
war, engaged in wantonly, and at their instigation. 
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" This enumeration, my Lord, of the differ'eDt 
ways *A thinking of the' several partis, is not barely 
Meal, and as there are so many who, out of diftireQi 
views, vrc ready for a war, and so few who openly 
declare against one, Providence for them must in- 
terpose, and they will have a diet and a battle with' 
tiie Muscovites before the month of June next ; for' 
which, as great preparations aa the Su'edcB are in a 
coudition to make by land, arc making, but with all 
the priracy that the nature of such things can pocsi- 
My admit. 

" The Russians (continues the ambassador on the 
Ist of February) begin to speak in a hi{^«- tone tO' 
the Swedes. Ostemnnn says to the Swedish atn-' 
hasiador at Pet€»bui^, that the Czarina oould ho 
loBger conceal her resentment of the usage she had' 
^eoeived from hence, not only by the transport of so 
many troops to Finland, whilst she was engaged in' 
the war with the Turks, and in peace with the king' 
his master, but ako by their sending eommissariea 
to Coostantinople, to prevent their ratifying the* 
toeaty which she had concluded with the Porte. 

" The organization of the Swedish army is 'inBuf~ 
Iteient and imperfect (dispatch of 26th of February). 
Accerding to the constitution of Sweden, a eoldier! 
and a sailor are both amphibioui creatures, and till 
they arrive at the place of rendesvovu, they arc not. 
certain irhether they shall be employed by land or 
by water ; to which I may add, without offence, that' 
as tbey are mastered but once a year, and the cul- 
ture of their little (arins is the sole occupation o£ 
nevt (^ them, in timee of peaee, th^ are sometimes 
called to action i^ien, excepting courage, they want' 
trtxj military qvalifiealnon 'fct- eidter-serriee. ' 
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, While the French were active in negotiations and 
, grants of money to obtain their purposes, Harring- 
ton writes to Bumaby on the 15th February: — 
" I*rincc Schcrbatofij the Russian minister at IL«n- 
don, gave notice that the Swedes had the intention 
to begin hostilities. Russia and England unite 
themselves to try that the former minister of Swe- 
den could be restored in the next diet, and the pre- 
sent turned out." 

O n the 9th of May, Bumaby reports : — " It is not 
yet fully decided whether the diet shall meet. In 
the case oT convocation, the sum of 6000 pounds and 
upwards will be necessary to be employed towards 
procuting a return of the dietines of the best-inten- 
tioned of the burghers and the clergy ; and towards 
making such of the head families amongst the nobi- 
lity, who are known to be well disposed, and have 
not wherewithal to be at the expense of the journey, 
to appear themselves at the diet ; and not throw 
away their proxies upon such of their relations who 
may happen to be in town, and who are frequently 
found to act in complaisance to private interest^ 
contrary to the inclinations of their constituents ; as 
was the case in the last diet, when several sober 
heads of famihes remained in the country, out of 
indigence or laziness, and deputed their hot-headed 
sons, a parcel of young officers, to act for them, only 
because their posts obliged them to be upon the 
spot. 

" Of this sum of 6000 pounds, Mr. Bcstuchcff 
says, he is already empowered to pay one half, and 
it is calculated to be sufficient to secure the election 
of a proper Marshall, and a number of friends in the 
secret committee ; but then it ie fit I should apprise 
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your lordship tbat further rcmittaBccs will be neces- 
sary, when these points are ^incd. 

" It will be luppy for this nation, should her 
Czaiish majesty be willing to accept of some people 
for a sacrifice to her resentment j but if that cannot 
be compassed, I am assured by Mr. Bestucheff, in 
the strongest terms, that no considerations whatever 
will prevent his mistress from taking ample revenge 
for the affronts that have been put upon her. 

" But the Sn-edish ministry sees not the danger,* 
and Count Sparrc said to me, ' Well, Sir, your friends 
the Mnscovites go on bravely, but do not rely too 
much on our diflfcrences, for we have it in our power 
to make up with the Czarina whenever wc think fit.' 
T made answer, that as a well-wisher to Sweden, I 
hoped that his excellency would embrace the oppor- 
tunity. • Perhaps,' he said, ' we may, and perhaps 
not ; that depends upon us.' And so by the conduct 
of the government, one ought to think j for excepting 
that tbcy have just purchased 14,000 knapsacks, 
some horse harnesses, and a few tents, I do not find 
them in more readiness to sustain an attack, thau 
they were six weeks ago. Several of the clergy hav© 
already preached against the alliance with the Turks, 
both in town and country. One of the king's chap- 
Imns has taken the same liberty in the pulpit, in tlio 
king's and the queen's prescncc,+ and bishop Berze- 
hns has had the mortification to hear the same doc- 
trine advanced in his oim parish, by one of his 
curates." 

■ I»>p«Uh oraoth yay. 

t FialeriEk, laooTtba Laodgnin of II«»e-Cuu), beams Uag 
enlheSnlor April, 1720, uJ bad iiuiri«<l,DD the 4th oTAprU, 1715, 
Ulrica Elwmoia, niter af Chailet XII. 
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-. Ontlie Ivthof Jinie,tlieEBgOsltg»ranuneot«^ 
signed 4000 pouncU for ike abave-mentioDed «k-s 
penEss,* and on the same day Bnmaby writss, " llie 
French ambassador offers to the King of Swed^^ 
that the King his master woaU iramediatelf give 
regiments to his Swedish Majesty's two sens, by 
Mademoiselle Taube. and settle estates upon eadi 
of them in Alsace." Yet the king answered, " that 
no personal interest oonld have any influence in 
fixing his determination." 

' On the let of August, Bumaby writcs.f " If w« 
are so happy as to get a plurality of voices in the elec- 
tion of a Marshall, and of the members that compoaa 
Ihc select committee, I think it will then be in baa 
Majesty's and the Czarina's power, for a trifle of ex- 
pense, to appoint the person they please for successw 
to these dominions, as it ia generally allowed the 
French design doing, if their party prevaiL" 
. Soon afterwards the diet was summoned to meet 
on the 4th of December, 1740, and on the 29Ui <tf 
August, Burnaby writes, " My taUe is not less fire-; 
quentcd than any of the foreign ambassadcvs (which 
become extraordinary allowances); the addUicmal 
number of guests, who must bo fed and caressed, to 
be liqit 6rm daring the diet, will enhance my ex- 
penses, far above what my allowance is able to 
bear." 

On the 11th of October, Bumaby continues, "Ac- 
eording.to the advices, our friends say they receive 
of the clectionB in the provinces, we are sure of fire 
parts in eight of the clergy, burghers, and peasants, 
and in hopes of balancing the power of the nobility. 

■ Eamngton to Bumaby. f State-p^er OffiM, Tol. tzzfiii. _ 
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The eity of Stoekhblih is no equally di«idccl,'t^at ^- 
election will entirely depend upon the old at new 
method of collecting the voices. 'The decision of 
fliis material point lies now before the senate, where' 
flte gentimtnits are also so nearly equal, that it nay 
chance' to depend on the king's double vote to de-' 
tennine it aa he thinks fit. But what will your' 
tordship say or think if his Swedish majesty's deter-' 
■hination should be in favour of our adversaries f 2 
own I apprehend something like it, for his Swedish; 
majeaty having nothing more at heart than to retain 
Mademoiselle Taube in town during the diet, i^ainst' 
Ae Queen's earnest entreaties, and the advice of his- 
most faithfiil servants, is capable in a peevish hu- 
motir, of risking his all, of throwing himself entirely- 
into the hands of the French ambassador and the' 
Prench party, who have promised to support her. 
^e Queen has already shown her husband su^ 
visible marks of coldness on this account, tiiat to 
make her easy, his Swedish majesty was pleased to- 
promise Mademoiselle Taube should be sent away. 
But Count Gyllenborg, Baron Sparre, and Mr. St. 
Severin, are so perpetually with that lady, advising 
her not to leave the countiy, and assuring her that 
if she does it will be once for all, that it is doubtful 
whose influence will at last prevail, and whether the' 
decision may not occasion an irreconcileable breach' 
between their Swedish majesties. 

" The most favourable omens for us, are, the con- 
fusion and distress of the opposite party, and the; 
uawaTrantable measures' they pursue, to maintain, 
their superiority. For instancfe„they have just .sent, 
orders to Finland, to forbid the officers who have 
any command- in the army, even -hc&ds of famiUes, 
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to come to the assemUy of tlie states, which I am 
informed is such ao infringement upon the privileges 
of the nobility, according to the constitution of this 
country, that as, on one hand, it will exclude all 
those &om the diet who are best able to ^ve an 
account of tho condition of the troops, so, on the 
other hand, if a body of these gentlemen should 
come to town in spite of the prohibition, and insist 
Vipoa thcii birthright, it may fall heavy upon some 
people in the ministry. 

" In this uncertiuo Btate of afiairs, his Swedish 
majesty's own resolutions are so unfixed, that he 
knows not which way to turn himself, nor which 
party to adhere to. This has thrown him by fits into 
such despondency, that he has talked of abdicating 
the throne ; and once he went eo far as to give Mr. 
Wiehcl, his master of horse, a list of the persons* 
names who were to attend him to Cassel, and of 
those his majesty would have in the coach with 
him." 

While parties were in this state of equilibrium, 
important events in otlier countries could not fail to 
affect Sweden, When the news of the deatJi of the 
Empress Anne (2Sth October) was received at Stock- 
holm, Burnaby writes," " When the favourable cir- 
cumstance of so critical a conjuncture comes to be 
represented before them at the diet in gaudy colours, 
I greatly apprehend, that as there is not a Swede, 
even amongst our friends, who does not secretly 
flatter himself at this time with the hopes of recover- 
ing their lost provinces, we shall be forsaken by many 
on whom we now depend," 

■ Diipatcbof iih KoTcmbcr. 
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The preceding extracts, vhicli bring down the 
bistory of Sweden to a decisive moment (to the death 
of Ae Empress Anne and thelEmpefor Charles VI.). 
give occasion to melancholy reflections. Not onlj 
the poGticcQ predominance of that kingdom is lost, 
hnt even the internal unanimity, and the noble pride 
which testifies and maintains the energy of a people. 
Everything truly Swedish is vanished, or at least 
•erered into two opposite parties, which are wholly 
guided by foreigners, and influenced by the most 
mwenble motives. The restrictions on the king's 
power appear so great, that he can in no case really 
accede, or even direct, and yet amidst all this feeble- 
ness the concerns of amistress play an important part. 
On the other hand, the estates, which appear to be so 
judiciously constituted of the several branches (clergy, 
nobihty, citizens, and peasants), by no means fulfil 
their great vocation, but the value and importance 
of the form disappear, under the pressure of poverty 
and the power of self- interest Even the manifestation 
of the wish to restore the ancient splendour of Swe- 
den, can excite neither pleasure nor confidence, bo- 
cause it does not go hand in hand with prudence 
and sound policy. Thus we feel a presentiment, 
that in the great events which are preparing, Sweden 
will act only a subordinate part, and be set in motion 
for foreign objects, rather than possess adequate 
means to promote objects of its own. 
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Ru«ti«— Ocnerat tihutisa— The Duke of Couiltnd— Illoew of th« 
Empren Aiue — Ditcoatent — Conipinciei and Puuiflbmeot — Tlw 
Dulgonickji. 

The deTelopment of the a&irs -of Sweden m inti- 
BMtely connected with the ftccounts which we fiitd 
in the dispatcbes of the Eiiglish ambassadors con- 
onaing Russia. The A|^pendix to this volume 
(wAtcA / beg tnay be read fiftf) contaioB many pai-. 
ticulan relative to the historj of this kingdom, fiom 
the year 1704 to 1740. 

; I resume the thread of the narrative where I 
dropped it. On the IGth of January, 17^, the 
ambtEsador Bell gives an account of the fetes and 
rewards bestowed on account of the peace with 
Turkey. On the 29th of February, Mr. Finch, the 
new English ambassador, roceives directions,* by 
wiiicli he is especially enjoined to promote the friend- 
ship of England and Russia, to watch the steps of 
the Freneh ambassador Chetardie, to create a good 
imderstanding between Austria and Bussia, and to. 
sn^ort the French party in Sweden by money. Oa- 
terman, a great Iricnd to Frederick II., wished 
however to know how Prussia would act, before he 
entered into engagements with England against 
France. Besides, he did not agree with Bestuchefi* 
and the Duke of Courland, respecting the measures 
to be adopted, and domestic or foreign parties 
(as Finch complains) delayed the conclusion of 
all treaties. To this must be added, that Wolinskoi 

■ State^per OfiSee, Biuna, toI. zni 
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kad fismed a Teiy exteaaire .cctospintc;,* «^Ii j«m 
accid^itsUy discorered, to re^ore the «ndent fiov- 
nan S7stem and to e^el the strangeri. that he laid 
tapon the Dake of Courhiad ^e btaue at the last 
•WBi against Poland and Turkey, and meantime the 
health of the Smprew Anne became more and more 
pvecsrions. 

On tite 24lh of June, 1740, the English ambaaoa* 
dor finch vritee from St. Peterabui^ : — 

** As the I>uke of Courland, when in his good 
fanmonr and jdeased, is move eomn«micative in a 
quarter of an hoar than Mr. Ostermann in a quarter 
«f a year, his highness told me that the Qaeen Dov- 
^er of Prussia had prevailed cm the new King t« 
lay aside all thoughla of his intended journey to 
Paris." Fredenck II. wrote to his ambassador. Von 
Mardefeld, at St Peteiflburg, " Make ny compUr 
nents to M. Chetardie, to whom in my present 
situation I cannot write as I used to do." 

" Mr. Von Mardefeld is more assiduous than ereiv 
■ees Ostermann (Wiener than all the foreign ministers 
together, and can have access at any time, evai 
idien refosed to others.'l' 

" Bussia wishes to include Prussia, Denmark, and 
Poland in the treaty with England, which does not 
fegree with the plans of the English government. 
Bestucheff, and those who take part in the negotia- 
tions, may receive presents, under the cover c^ dir 
plomatic forms. . . 

" What was thought by the doctors to be an ulcer 
in the Czarina's kidneys, had proved only the great 
tSritic^ turn of her sex ; which is attended with so 
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great, violent, hysterical symptoms, atnoii^ oUtcrs » 
etiong hysterical fit last night, that she must bt 
looked upon to bo in great danger. 

" The succession is fixed to the precarious lifis of 
an infant, without any further provision, in case of 
his demise.* Count Ostermann, who has not sliTied 
out of his house these many years, from the true or 
pretended ill state of his health, was also carried to 
court yesterday morning, in a chair, sent for by 
special order j remained till night there, and is Te- 
tumed this morning early. In the course of the day, 
he held consultations -with the ministers, and the 
Duke of Courland. Towards the erening the Csarina 
sent for the Princess Anne, though still very much 
indisposed, and declared to her highness her majes- 
ty's design to appoint the young Prince Iwan her 
BUCGessoT,to the grcatcEt surprise and disappointment 
of that princess. This disposition was made public 
this morning provisionally, and all the regiments, 
and guards, and the different colleges, sworn this 
morning, at the court, to stand by and maintain this 
succession; and the dei^y are assembled at the ca- 
thedral for that purpose. The foreigners are to ttJce 
the same oath to-morrow." 

Before I give the subsequent dispatches from St, 
Petersburg, I subjoin the letter-]- of a well-informed 
Bussian officer of rank, which gives interesting in- 
formation respecting the state of parties at that time 
and the proceedings of the latter years : — " Respect* 

* Iwan IIL ion of the Frioceu Ann* anil PiinMADtliMi]rUlrickaF 
Biiiunick,bon> on the33nl of Aiigutt, 1740. Bn the genealogical 
table at the end of the Tulume. 

t Tlie ambaiudor Burnabj fbrvanteil it io London on the l(t«f 
Augntt, 1740. Statc-p^n Office, Sweden, *d1, Ixniii. 
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iag the late conspiracies and cxecutionB in Boseu I 
Imow the following particulars on good aathority, 
and joa may depend upon their accuracy. It is cer- 
tain that the whcJe nation, and especially the hi^ier 
class, is very much dissatisfied with the present go- 
Temment For these five or six years they have 
complained — First, of the blind attachment of tba 
empress for the Duke of Conrland. Secondly, of his 
haughty and insupportable conduct, treating persona 
of distinction, they say, Uke vagabonds. Thidly.of 
the dnlco's favourite, the Jew liepmann, banker to 
the court, who ruins trade. Four^ly, of the extor- 
tion of immense sums, which are lavished partly ia 
female follies, partly in paying the mortgages on the 
dnhe'g estates, and in building magnificent palaces 
Tot him. Fifthly, of the levy of three-fburths of the 
young men to make soldiers of them, and sacrifice 
ihem like cattle, by which the estates of the nobility 
are depopulated and rendered incapable of paying 
Ihe public taxes. Sixthly, of the total decay of the 
fleet, which Peter I. had formed at a vast expense. 
" To remedy all this evil, and to promote their indi- 
vidual interests, the Princes Dolgorucky placed them- 
selves at the head of many others, to execute the 
following plot. They were, besides, encouraged by 
the ill success of the campaign of 1738, the wretch- 
ed state of the army, and the hope that Count 
MOnnich would perish in Moldavia, which had been 
so fatal to Peter I., but, above all, by the universal 
discontent of the people. They came to an under- 
standing with Sweden and France,* and it was 
agreed that, as soon as the Russiui army shoiild I^ 
destroyed or dispersed, Sweden should declare wax* 
• 111 out prii Uognt tTte la Sujde et 1* France 

U3l.z.llt,,COOglC 
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and' isTade the empire' witk thirty thoaa&fad taieA. 
At the aune tine, tfa nulcontents were to raise theii: 
standard, to confine the enqireai in a conTent^ ta 
treat the duke still wor*e, and to put Priaceas A.watt 
and her husband on board a ship, and send theni 
hack to Germany. It waa likewise proposed to ex- 
pel all die Genaaos, after hanng^ executed some oi 
them, and to proclaim Princess Elixabeth, daught^ 
■f Peter I., empress. 

" Such was tlK pUa of the coaspiraey. All the 
sieasnres were taken, and only the defeat of Count 
MOnnich was waited for, in order to commence a 
general risiitg. As, howerer, rato^HiseB of Ihia 
kind, when the ozeoution o£ them ia |Botracted, nevef 
lonain entirely aeeret, the court obtained informal 
ttoB reelecting it. The sospectcd persons v«e 
arrested, whose^sns had been baffled by the good 
fertone of Count Mlinnich, and peace wan concluded 
with the Turks on as favourable terms as poeaibleh 
and contrary to the views of France, which enljr 
sought to separate the Emperor of Germany frem 
Russia, in order the more ea^y to oppress the latter. 
But when France saw the resolution of the emprras, 
it put its hand to the vtwk, in <»der to reap thet 
honour of it, and to avert all suspicion, Th«eupOB 
the Swedes halted ; the priaoBers confessed, and went 
executed. 

" Nothing of all this is mentioned in the papen 
published by the court, but the crime attributed to 
the persons equated is a testament said to have 
been &rged by the Dolgomcbr* at the time of Petec 
II. This, however, is only a pretext, becuise th^ 
inUikot have the weakness of the goveroaeat kncnm 
in foreign 
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r * The'fifc is not yet wholly quenched, imd stHet 
■nd r^oroBB m-vesti^Hons are ■till going on. Yea 
«ee tlwt, if the jiMn b»d succeeded, Pnace woiiM 
tmre derived great adraotagee from it, end hara 
got the Buasin power, as well as the Swedii^ inta 
its hands. On thia aeconnt we, (t) mm well as Urn 
«ii^>ertv sad England, taitst rqoiee at the dtBem 
,TeTy- The change would have had dreadful oomb* 
^nencca in the west. Four or five palatinates- ta 
J*olaad had comhined to expel the reigning hin^ 
.The battle at Chotdm and the peaee with Turkey 
Aane .defeated the whole scheme." 



CHAPTEB IV. 

Ftinu Mid Spun — W« between Spun and Englaiid— ^bdispotiiiDn 

of tiM Qneefi of Sp>in~Vie*i of tb* Curdinil Urary— Bia cora- 

' pIuDti of Bpain^lUaickaly of i^iilip V.— Hii intentioB t« abdt 

,Thb pzeceding letter shows that France, notwitb-; 
ateo^ag the pacific policy of Cardinal fleury, wat 
extremely active even in Stockholm, Petersburg; 
«Bd CoDBtanfinopIe. Its own interest waa more 
dbsely coonected with Ihe war which hioke oat i« 
1739, between England and Spain, in consequeiM* 
4rf nmimennal differences. The fbHowing extract* 
■are taken fiomthe dispatches of the Eari of Wald» 
frrave, th« Eiq^lish ambassador at Paris, and from 
•tiicr letteis, received from Madrid ;— 
- " King Pldlip V. c^ Spain, on receiving the new* 
•f the taking of PortobeUo, becane as farioaa as a 
inld- baU;.*~: he continuea Always in a pTofonsd 

•DHfKldiori^I74«, tEIW»pif«Oaef, l$MM*,nLtaxfiii. 
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mclanclioly since this news. He saya that he has 
been imposed upon by being nnadc to believe that 
all his posts were well provided and in a state of de* 
fence ; that France, by her pTOtniscs, had drawn hina 
into a war, and afterwards abandoned him ; that be 
bad done better to have abdicated two years ago, 
and not have sullied his honour by this war. The 
queen still continues her baths and other remedies 
for her indispositions, which increase with the 
thoughts of the king's abdicating. The divisions ia 
the ministry prevent their coming to any resolution, 
and make them only lose their time in useless con* 
ferences. 

" Unless France declares war against 2!ng1and, 
there will be no such tlung as amusing the king, 
nor diverting him from his resolution. These ad- 
vices are far from exaggerations by the persons of 
the court, and of the queen's party ; who say that 
their situation is without remedy, and very near 
some catastrophe. Those who wish for a change^ 
as they do not see the interior of the court, can 
hardly believe the bad state it is in. 

" Cardinal Fleury spoke openly and confidentially 
(to the Earl of Waldegravo •) ; he lamented the pre- 
sent disturbed situation of Europe, in the most pathe- 
tic terms, and looked upon it with the more sorrow* 
as he saw no way of getting out of it. His principal 
concern, speaking of us and Spain, was at the ani* 
mosity of the two nations agunst each olbcr. Spahb 
he said, had wished, that France would undertake 
the mediation, but he had absolutely refused, and 
told Campo Florido, frfuildy, it was a business he 

• tMipttch at lllh of Augoit, 17J01 
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would not meddle in, Ibr he saw he could not 
fucceed. 

■* His eminence then turned the discourso upon 
tbe conduct of Spain towards France, and protested 
to me, with all possible appearance of sincerity, 
that, at this very time, when Spain had all manner 
of need of IVance, he was no more informed of the 
designs of the court of Madrid, nor of what she in- 
tended to do, cdther here or in the West Indies, 
than the last man in France, He added, that this 
was scarce to be believed, but that it was truth, or 
he would not tell it me. 

" He continued, that Spain, iar from showing any 
inclination to bo well with France, thwarted them 
in matters common decency would hardly bear. 
He gave me two particular instances; the first re- 
lating to the election of a Pope, on which he ob- 
served, that, though in fact it was jvetty indifferent 
to Franco who was pope, yet ae the other powers 
stirred in it, he thought it was becoming the French 
king's dignity, to have a party at the Conclave. That 
for this purpose, the Queen of Spain had been spoken 
to, and she bad promised, that Cardinal Aquaviva, 
•wba is at the head of the Spanish faction at Some, 
diould go hand in hand with the French Cardinals, 
and their partizans. That so far ftom complying 
with her promise. Cardinal Aquaviva had joined 
with the Cammerlingo Albano, who ^is a professed 
opposer to France, and has ever been her declared 
enemy. 

" The other complaint is, that the Queen of Spain 
has patched up her treaty with the Porte, for the 
kingdom of Naples, without her agent, Fiaiochietti, 
so much as consulting M. de Villeneuve the French 
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AabasHHior. FwkxAiieUv ha'Baid, wm as tdnw 
turer, who acted entirely in concert witli Bosnevalt 
and tlutt it WM mfamons, tax a prince of the house 
of Bourbon, openly to make use of Bonneml, as a 
dutnneL 

'. " Fleury is averse to all wara,* oontplainB of niai 
ftntunes at home, bad faarvn^ deficienciea ia the 
reronue, Stc. 

■ -^ Accordiagly the Spanish Amhaswdar Campo 
Florido sect a courier to Madrid on the 8th of 
August, and announced,f that France could not aot 
for Spain in the present year, but renewed Aa 
hdpes, that if the war continued to the next year. 
Fiance mi^ht then declare war to England, since by 
Aat time this court would be in a proper condition." 

In feet, the diepatches Irom Spain were very 
discouraging, as the following extracts prove :— 

" The king of ^tun's health is very bad, and he 
is excessively out of humour.^ The queen keep* 
him a little in order, by the means of FarinelU. 
But it cannot hold long. The misery of the country 
and of the army is scarcely to be expressed ; moat 
of the subaltern officers are ready to starve, for 
want of their pay, wad are forced to sponge, to 
keep body and soul together." " The common sol- 
diers in Spain (says another passage §) are naked, 
and the officers look like beggars, and are not muck 
better. 

" In Madrid everything is in great confusion ; and 
satires and pasquinades are handed about, which 

• DUpitch of tlM 22Bd of Aoffut. 1740. 
t Letter from lUdcid of ih* 25tb of At^wri. 
; Lclter of Ihe 2Dlh of Augnit. 
'f LcHsi of lb* 2Jth of I^IMibM. ' ' 
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■apeak very &ee^ of lihe' prosmt gsnmment.'*' Tbfe 
-Mng of Sfiahi vdl abdicate. Tie fint letter whkii 
■the French Idiig -wrote txom Con^n^tte in Jt^ last, 
■prOmisiag to aanst Spain next 3te8r, with 6fyy meti' 
'4>f'mar, did not ntiafy thie Itiag of Spain, w}to Mod, 
at was oaly putting anotker trick vpen him. Hezm- 
-opon a lecond letter from the kii^ of^Fnmce arrivat 
OK the 1st of September, to prevent bis abdicating; 
.gtriog-aaniVKDce, ihat be aill even send out 1^ 
squadron this year, in case of need ; but it is oat 
bettered in Madrid that this is serioudy intended. 

" On the 5th of September, Fleury did not denf 
that the Brest fleet might perhaps ppt to sea, bot 
did not explain himself respecting the motives and 
objects." - ' 

According to a dispatch of the 11th of September, 
Fleury said, " that he did not mean, by sending out 
his Beet, to go to war with England, or to attack or 
■molest any of ouc ships. But that it was incumbent 
upon him to protect his own commerce, and to pt'e- 
vent, as much as in him lay, our making ourselveci 
masters of and enjoying all the West India trade, 
which was I'ery apparent, by our motions, must be 
bur great object. That France had too great an 
interest in that part of the, world, to see it swallowed 
up by England ; that he did not mean to take from 
us a foot of land, that we had in any part of the 
world ; but that it was his duty, as minister of the 
king of France, to hinder as much as he could oiir 
becoming more powerful than we were already." 

A dispatch of the i2th of September says, " The 
Carding said he heard, that there was scarce a.man 

* LttteTof tbe3idofB«ptvnbeT. . ; 
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in En^laod, but what wubed for a war with France. 
He pretended to be very deBirous of peace, kbA 
Beemed to foresee an attack, and to vnah to excUe it. 
He cannot tbinlc, that his obhging us to strike the 
first blow,* will be looked upon in the eyes of the 
world as if we were the ^gressors, supposing he 
-had a mind to g;ive it that turn. Ho solemnly 
affirms, that there is no treaty with Spain, but France 
cannot allow the Spanish possessions to foil into the 
hands of England. 

" The French affirm, that they do not mean to 
make war upon the English, hut to make them cod* 
elude peftce." f 



Frulina— Claimi of FiedcTJck II. upon Jalien, Eoit FriMlttnd, and 
l<«klenbati;--Situalion with n^ect to Fiuice and England — 
The new pOMtian of Prunia. 

The preceding communications from Stockholm, 
Petersburg, Paris, and Madrid, show that the affairs 
of Europe, at the time of the accession of Frederick 
II., were already in a state of much confusion and 
embarrassment. They however presented no op- 
portunity for great and bold cntcrprizcs, for wliich 
reason the king was obli^d, for the present, to di- 
vert his thoughts to what was nearest to him, and 
appeared to be attainable. Interesting informatioa 
on this subject is given by the English ambassador 

* Compwe the utuation of Frulvrick II. in the jeat 17S6. 
i Bobinaoa'a diipatch fiom Vienna, Octubai ISih, 1740. Stata- 
[•per Ofiice, Auittia, Tul. czatii. 
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Gxty Diclcens, in a dispatdi dated from Berlin, 
August 17th, 1 740.» 

The king (he says in substance) in the audience 
vfaich he granted me, immediately entered upon bun- 
nes3, and wished to have a precise answer to the three 
points already communicated to the English court : 
tIz. respecting Julicrs and Berg, East Friesland and 
Mecklenburg. He said, that he considered the 
Idng of England as his most natural friend and 
ally, but -wished however to know how far he 
might depend on the support of England, with re- 
spect to these three pretensions : that he was ready 
to render services in return, but that the answer he 
had hith^o received, left him in the dark. 

The ambassador replied by begging the king to 
be more explicit ; that England would readily sup- 
port htm in everything that was just and prac- 
ticable. 

Hercnpon the king continued: He entertained a 
true Mendship for the king of England, but as he 
knew very well, princes are chiefly governed by their 
interests ; that before he entered into engagements 
of any kind, he would be sure of what he did ; and 
Bee clear into what the powers he contracted with, 
would do for him, as he was determined to stand to 
luB engagements, when once he had taken them. 

The ambassador then impressed upon the king,' 
how important it was not to take any false step at 
the beginning of a reign ;~ that the eyes of all the 
Protestant powers were turned upon him, and it was 
for him, to preserve the balance empower in Europe, 
which was in danger ; that by defending the general 

* Slale-pBp«T OOre, Fmsnk, toI. U. 
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good, he would act in the most advantageous man- 
ner for his own interest ; that he should only be od 
his guaid, against French influence and Fresch 
policy. 

The king said laughing, who coold blame him. 
if he came to his ends by the means of that crown, 
without engaging in a war, especially since he did 
not see, how far he might depend on the help and 
assistance of other powers. In a few words, he 
desired to know, what we would do for him, and 
what we would have him do for ua ? Being ashed 
what he required, he said. My pretensions to Juliers, 
Berg and East Fricaland, are clear and indisputable. 
Xrf^t England guarantee them to me, and declare 
how it will enforce this guarantee, in case the suc- 
cession should be open. With respect to Mecklen- 
burg, which is an easy point, the necessary arrange- ■ 
mcnts may be made at leisure, at some future time. 

•' The king will not hear of the old treaties, or of a 
mere defenMve alliance, but proceed entirely upon a 
new bottom. During the whole audience, the king 
was in an extreme good humour, and not only heard 
\yith attention, all the representations I made to 
him, but was not in the least offended at any 
objections I made to what he said. It is un- 
doubtedly the best way to behave with frankness 
to him." 

On the let and I5th of October, however, Mr. 
Dickens writes: " Frederick has informed the 
French, that he has good assurances from London , 
and he endeavours to persuade the English that he 
is on good terms with the French. This double play 
however avails him nothing, and he entertains no- 
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tkms on politics, wUeh reqaue veij much to be^ 
rectified." 

These principles and plsns certainly underwent a 
great change in the course of a few weeks afterwards . 
in consequence of the death of the Empress Anne . 
and of the Emperor Charles VI. 



CHAPTER VI. 

BoMUk— DtBth of the Smprau Anoe— Iwinlll. — Regency of Biran 
Du^ of Courluid.^Pn:teiuioai to the throoe — HertditsTy right — 
Influeocc of the gie>t oobilit; on Annc'i lut nBoliitions— MUn- 
nUb — OttcnnuD — Beatucbeff— Ducuntent oflhe Ptiace of Bniai- 
vick anil bit conioii tbe piincsu Anne — MutJDous laaguMge at 
the officcra — Biton and the piince of Brucswick — EumlniilioD uld 
leprimind of the litlei — JutiGcBlion and boUneif of Biron — 
Hi* danctcf — Wolirakoi'i coBapiraer— The piinceM miiabeth. 

On the 18th of Octoher, 1740, Finch the English 
ambassador, at St. Petersburg, sent the following 
dispatch ; * — " The Empress Anne died in the night 
of the 17th of October; the end of her life having 
been attended with such exquisite torincnta.j that 
even those who had the greatest interest in her pre-' 
servation, could only pray to God, for her being de-' 
livered from so much misery. The princesses Eliza- 
beth and Anne took leave of her, two hours before 
her death j the Duke of Couriand was with her to' 
her end. 

" In the morning Ostemiann proclaimed her will, 
namely that the Duke of Couriand shall be Regent 
tfll Iwan is 17 years old. All is quiet ; which is en- 
tirely owing to the declaration of this regency. For 

* state-paper Office, Bunii, toI. nviL 
t AiwB* alio the cBie o^Frederick-WUliam L 
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^rcrybody in the coootiy is sensible, that the; can 
have nothing to fear, under the administration of a 
prince, who has given so many proofs of his oim in* 
trepidity and prudence. This regency has bean 
Strom to and subscribed to, and settled as perfectly 
as anything so recent can be." 

It may be doubted whether the preceding pas- 
sage, which is not written in cypher, in the dig- 
patch, contains the real seotiments of the ambassa- 
dor, and if it was not rather written, to be read after 
the opening of the letter. Three days later the am- 
bassador continues :• — " The new Emperor still sits 
in the nurse's lap. Last Sunday morning when the 
Duke Begent and his Consort received the congra- 
tulations, his eyes were continually gushing into 
tears, and he was obliged to have his handkerchief 
continually before them. I never saw so great an 
alteration, nor so strong affliction, painted on the 
countenance, as there was on those of the Duke 
Begent and the Duchess." 

This feeling arose partly from attachment to the 
deceased Empress ; but partly from a gloomy pre- 
sentiment, that all was by no means fully settled, 
nor the ground under their feet secure. Informa- 
tion on these subjects is given in a detailed dispatch 
of the ambassador, dated (he 1st of November, 
which, for fear of its being opened, he sent by a 
special messenger. lie says, " According to the law 
of Peter I. the appointment of a successor to the 
throne alwi^'s depends entirely on the reigning 
Emperor or Empress. Claims might be made by 
the following persons : 

• DiipatchorslilaEOctotwr. 
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" ]. Tbe Princess Elizabetb, a? daughter of Peter 
the Great.* 

" 2. Prince Peter, (afterwards the Emperor Peter 
in.) son of the elder deceased daughter of Peter 
the Great, and of Charles Frederick Duke of Hol- 
stein Gottorp. 

" 3. Anne, grand- daughter of Iwan Aleziewitsch 
Mtd Consort of Prince Anthony Ulrick of Brunswick. 

" 4. Their infant son Iwan III. 

" The general wishes very probably were for 
XSiaabeth, from regard to the memory of Peter I., 
and her own popularity. The prevailing expectation 
(also of the ambassador himself) was that the Enb- 
presB Anne would appoint the Princess Anne as her 
SBccessor. 

" Before the death of the Empress, the Duke of 
Courland assembled the heads of the Bussian nobi- 
lity, and informed them, that it was the intention of 
the Empress to nominate Iwan as her successor. 
The assembled nobles BestuchcfT, Czerkaski, Mun- 
nich, Golofkin, Kurakin, Uschakof, Trubctzkoi and 
others requested the IXikc to ask the Empress to 
express her intentions more positively. Hereupon 
they were summoned to the Empress, who made 
the same communications to tbem, that she had 
done the evening before to the Princess Anne, to her 
great astonishment. 

" The affair however did not end here, for the 
qnestion arose : who shall have the guardianship ; 
and what shall be done in case of Iwan's death ? 

" Hereupon Bcstucheff delivered his opinion in a 
secret cooncit and siud : ' It is very difficult to choose 

* SmUm talle at Iha cIom oTtbt lolumc. 
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{uardiaDB among Iwan's relatiom, or to intrust the 
government to a number of petBons. If it were 
proposed to intmtt the guardianship to Iwan's 
mother, it would he better, immediately to prochum 
her Empress, because she would always be vest«d 
with the sovereign power, and thereby enabled to 
'overturn this new succession. Besides it was sus- 
pected that this Princess might be of a revengdvl 
temper, and have a good share of the caprice of her 
lather (Duke Charles Leopold of Mecklenbarg 
Schwerin), which father might immediately come here, 
and by his influence over his daughter, engage this 
country in all his private quarrels, and embroil it 
with the court of Vienna, and with most of those 
Princes in thccmpire, whose friendship it was the in- 
terest of Hussia to cultivate in the present situation ; 
and thaton the other side, by the creditof her husband, 
German counsels, snggeited either irom Vienna or 
Berlin, might have too great an influence over this 
government, for there was a remarkable diflerence, 
between being directed by those courts, and quarrel- 
ling with them. 

" ' That besides the Princess Anne had no know- 
ledge of ^e affairs of this country, either ibreign or 
domestic, and therefore on all these accounts she 
appeared to him utterly incapable of undertaking or 
going through with so heavy a task. That the 
greatest part of these latter objections, and this in- 
capacity, laid as strongly against the Prince of 
Brunswick, so that for his part, he must equally put 
that Prince out of the question. 

" ' That as for a council of regency, everybody 
knew that this was as contrary in theory, to the 
nature of this government, and tha genius of the 
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pet^le, BS cxperieoce httd shewn it in prKtice, eleven 
yean ago, when the Czarina mounted the throne; 
which he tfaonght so notoriously evident, that he 
would not expatiate upon it* 

" When Bestucfaeff bad thus disposed of all other 
claims, he endeavoured to prove Uie fitness of the 
Duke of Courland for the guardianship ; he said he 
was well-iofonned, attached to the true interest o£ 
Itussia, and placed in an elevated situation, prudent 
and intrepid. Enough, he, Bestucheff, was persua- 
ded that they wanted a man, and that this man was 
the Duke of Ck^urland. If the ministeT Czerkasld 
sgrecd in this opinion, they would endeavour to- 
gether with other nobles, to persuade the Empress 
to appoint the Duke guardian. Czerkaski agreed, 
and the plan being submitted to the other members 
of the Junta they also gave their assent. 

" Upon this Bestacheff went immediately te 
communicate to the Duke the consultation of the 
Junta, and the resolution they had taken, and to 
know whether his highness would accept the regency, 
if her majes^, on their humble representation, 
should be graciously pleased to intrust him with it. 
The Dakc at first seemed (after the example of the 
Inshops : nolo episcopari !) to excnee himself from 
undertaking so heavy a charge ; to which he sud 
be was not equal.— Whether this was out of a 
diffidence about the success of it, or out of decency 
4o decline explaining himself, before her majesty's 
pleasure was known, or whether he already knew her 
majesty's intention to make him Regent, and there- 
fore might safely excuse himself, I won't pretend to 
determine. Bat upon this, Bestucheff sent for 
Mnce Czerkasld, to join his instances with Hs^wn, 
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in order to determine the Duke; and in Bppeitmice, . 
Mr. Beatucheff talked very roundly to his highness, 
that as all he had in the vorldwas owing to Buseia> 
sure he owed more returns of gratitude than to 
abandon it, in this distress, at a time when he could 
render it such signal and important service, to whii^ 
he was invited by a number of the first people of the 
country. That the preservation of the i»ospenty of 
RusBta, and that of bis own kingdom, were entirely 
combined together, and that he could neither serve 
Russia nor abandon it, in this crisis, but be served 
or ruined himself also. At last the Duke consented 
that the Junta should continue to pursue those 
counsels, which they might think the most beneficial 
for tiie interest of their country. 

" Here the matter rested on the 5th, and her ma- 
jesty growing ^vorse. Count Ostermann was sent for 
early on the morning of the 6th to court, where the 
Junta communicated to him ererytbing which had 
passed the day before relating to the regency, and 
desired him to speak freely bis opinion upon it, since 
no steps bad jet been taken. His excellency, as I 
hear, would willingly have been excused to give any 
opinion, pretending that the matter was too weighty 
for him, who was a foreigner, and belonged entirely 
to the deliberation of the natives. .But he was im- 
mediately answered by Bestucheff, (for between them 
the understanding is not the best,) that he wbs sur- 
prised to hear the Count look upon himself as a 
foreigner, after having been so long in the country, 
in possession of one of the first posts, and in the 
almost sole direction of all the affairs of it, for which 
reason he thought the Count not only a Russian, but 
worth 20,000 others. That nobody desired to force 
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ibeir opinioD upon him, but only to know his. Ilikt 
iE he would not declare it, they could not see of vhtt 
use he could be in their deliberations. 

" Count Ostemiann soon eaw by their discourse 
how things were going, and how far they were r©- 
Bolved, upon which he explained away what he had 
st first answered, in which he said he had been nii»- 
understood, and that he thought the regency could 
not be better placed than in the duke's hand, nor R 
nore prudent step taken for the interest of Russia. 

"' His excellency was then desired to draw the in- 
strument appointing the great duke successor, and 
another to settle the regency on the Duke of Courland. 
These were soon done, and they then desired him to 
carry them both to her majesty, and to present the last 
toher in alltheir names astheir joint request. This he 
did the same day,and her majesty immediately signed 
the instrument relating to the succession in his pre- 
sence, and he fixed the seal to it. As to the other, to> 
appoint the regency, she bade him leave it with her. 

" Upon this the successor was immediately pub- 
lished, and sworn to ; but as it was unknown to 
these people (whatsoever it might be with the duke), 
whether her majesty had signed the other, and she 
growing worse, and having had a strong fainting 
fit on the Ilth, the Jnnta proposed that Ostcr- 
mann should go again to her majesty, to discover, if 
he could, whether 'she had signed the instrument 
of Regency ; and he receiving from her only a general 
answer, that every thing relating to her will and 
pleasure would be found after her death, the Junta 
then proposed that they themselves, and every body 
dse down to the rank of a colonel, who was of the 
note opinion with them about the regency, diould 
c3 
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■sign an instrument, by which they should decln^ 
that, in case the empress should not have made a 
disposition to the contrary, or had made no dispon* 
lion at all, that they would recogniEO the duke, regent 
-during the rainority, 

•' I believe that this was done not so much by way 
of pronsion (ibr the duhe most certainly knew thsrf: 
her majesty had made one in his favour) as out of 
■policy, and thereby to show the people that the 
regency had been conferred on him equally at the 
-desire of the chief people of the country and by the 
special appointment of their sovereign. 

"On the 11th, the three ministers and Field- 
Marshal Miinnich departed with a commission from 
the Junta to the Priaccss Anne, and demanded her 
opinion who was the properest person for the re- 
gency. She would fsin have been excused to give any 
opinion, but as she was well informed of the resolu- 
tion taken by the Junta, and as the deputies pressed 
her to declare herself, she at last either did let drop 
that the duke would be the properest person, or they 
understood her answer in this sense, end reported it 
accordingly. 

" On the 17th her majesty died, and the next 
morning Ostermann, with all the great people, were 
at court ; the Princess Anne and the Prince of 
Brunswick also present ; when it was proposed to seal 
up every thing in her majesty's apartments. This 
was begun, but when they came to the cabinet where 
she kept her jewels, and were going to seal that also, 
. one of her dressers, indio had waited many a year on 
her, and was her great favourite and confidante, 
declared that her majesty had in her presence signed 
.a plater, brought to her at the beginning of her JU- 
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Bess by OstermaTiii, «nd had ordered her to lock if 
np in that cabinet, and to bring her the keys of it, 
frfaich from that moment had lain constantly under 
her head, and that her majesty had at the same time 
told her that this paper was of the greatest conse- 
quence, and that she should never open her mouth 
about it till her majesty was dead, and then declare 
that such a paper would be found there. The eon- 
tents she knew not. It was accordingly found, 
opened, read, made known, and acknowledged and 
confirmed. 

" The duke, who has been appointed regent, be- 
haves since that time with the greatest politeness tO 
the Princess Anne, and has assigned her 200,000 
rubles as her dowry. The princess, on her part, ik 
no less polite, yet she, as well as her husband, al- 
■waya looked upon the duke as their enemy, but now 
still more so. 

" The regent having been informed that the 
Prince of Brunswick's adjutant, and some other 
ofBccrs of the second regiment of guards, the Simo- 
nowsky (of which the prince is one of the lieutenant- 
colonels), should have been very free in their dis- 
course, and that in his highness' presence, by 
declaring that he ought to have been regent, and 
insinuating as if her late majesty's disposition to that 
purpose had been surreptitiously obtained, and per- 
haps forged, and that this might be easily set aside 
by a coup de vigueur ; the regent being also in- 
formed that the prince had not imposed silence upon 
these officers, nor discouraged their rash and mutin- 
- ous discouTse, went on the 22d directly to the Prince 
of Brunswick, to acquaint him with the informa- 
tion he had heard, and to come to the strongest 
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eiplanations. Among others he told Itim d)«t 
though ho was father to the emperor, be was at tho 
aamo time as much his subject as any other people, 
and owed him the same fidehty ; and that as he him- 
self was appointed regent, and intruBted with the 
care of the empire, he should be sorry to convince 
his highness that legal fidelity and obedience to the 
emperor, his son, was as much expected from him as 
from any other individual in the empire. The prince 
was startled with this sound and firm explanatioti, 
and would have excused his having given ear to 
these idle discourses of young otScers, to which, he 
said, he had not given any attention, though may be 
he might have been indiscreet in not imposing silence 
on them, and that he humbly begged pardon, and 
assured the regent that his conduct for the future 
should be more guarded, and not liable to any, the 
least, objection or complaint. 

" The regent from tlie prince went directly to the 
Princess Anne, and communicated to her every thing 
which had passed. Her highness disclaimed having 
the least knowledge of the thing, much less any par- 
ticipation in what she so much disapproved, and she 
immediately followed the regent to court that morn- 
ing, the 2^d, and was with him nigh two hours, pro- 
bably to soften things and to set them as right as she 
could, 

" Notwithstanding, the prince was sent for lo court 
next day, the 23d, when the cabinet ministers, the 
senate, and the generality were assembled, and the 
prince was obliged to undergo a sort of examina- 
tion (the French would say, llful mis aurla lellette). 
The regent exposed to that assembly the whole SiSaxt 
from the beginning to the end, and then asked tho 
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prince -what conld have been his idea, and what was 
he driving at ? I am told that he was weak enough 
to answer, with tears in his eyes, that he meant an 
ioBorrection (I nse softer terms than he did) to 
seize the regency. Upon which General Uschakoff 
(I have already mentioned his character and func- 
tions) Bud, ' Prince of Brunswick, every hody, if your 
beharioor does not prevent them, will regard you as 
ibe father of our emperor ; hut if your conduct 
obliges them to it, they must regard you as the sub- 
ject of your own sovereign. Your youth* and small 
experience may have been surprised and misled, but 
if you had been of riper years, and of parts and ge- 
nius capable of undertaking and conducting such a 
design, by which the peace and tranquillity, thewel- 
&re and the very being of this great empire, might 
have been disturbed and brought into the utmost 
danger, I must declaxc to you, that though it would 
have been with the utmost regret, I should have pro- - 
eecded against you, when guilty of high treason to 
your son and sovereign, with the same rigour that I 
could have done against any other of his majesty's 
subjects, though of much lower rank and station.' 

" Upon this the regent stated the course of his 
•{^iotment, as also the grounds, so that no doubt 
might be adduced as to the validity of the imperial 
instrument. ' Her Majesty,' he continued, ' has by it 
declared me regent, and I hold that high office from 
her favour, in the first place ; but I hope, in the se- 
cond, from the good opinion and confidence the chief 
people of the country, here assembled, have of and in 
me. But as her majesty has left me the power of 
leoigning this high office. I do declare that, if this 

* Tbe priuM wu boin in 1714, and lui coaioit in 1716. 
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assembly think your highness fitter for it, or in any 
■way capable of it, I will this moment direst mys^ 
<if it in your favour. But if they Bhould rather de- 
fflre my continuance in it, the obligation I hare to 
ber late most gracious majesty, and to Bussia, will 
determine me to keep this great trust, in hopes that, 
by the advice of these gentlemen, I may discharge it 
in a manner suitable to my gratitude, and for the 
advantage of this great empire.' 

" Upon this a number of those present, declared 
that as they had before her majesty's death desired 
that the duke might be charged with the regency, they 
now begged that he would keep it, for the interest 
and preservation of the country. The regent then 
desired Count Ostermann to declare to the prince 
whether the instrument now called in question, and 
whose validity seemed to be doubted of, were not the 
same he carried to her late majesty. The count 
made upon this occasion the proper declaration, 
upon which it was proposed that every body present 
(which included all the major-generals) should under* 
sign and seal these instniments, acknowledging their 
validity and engaging to maintain the dispositions of 
them. This was immediately done, and the Prince 
of Brunswick signed and sealed among the rest. 

" The regent, as he always did the Princess Eliza- 
beth all the service in his power, during the late 
czarina's reign, when she was under a sort of cloud, 
so he now seems desirous to secure her to his interest, 
knowing that she is very popular and well beloved, 
both for her own and for her father's (Peter I.) sake. 
'He has given her money for the payment of her 
'debts, and a sum of 50,000 rubles, wluch extensive 
act of grace is very popular. 
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" Nor is there any body to malie bead against 
him. He is otherwise generally beloved, by luiving 
obliged a number of people, and disobliged but few ; 
these last only by a certain roughness, which the 
IVench call brutqae, in his temper. But these were 
only sudden starts, which never last long, nor has he 
ever proved irreconcileable. So that, if his regency 
has been as well relished at Moscow, the great and 
populous capital of this country, as it has been here, 
I cannot yet see anything which can prevent his 
carrying on his regency without any disturbance. 
And if he continues as he seems to begin, it may 
prove infinitely to the benefit of this country, and 
not lees to his own glory. Happy, however, it is for 
him that Wolinskors schemes were discovered, and 
that CatiliRe of this country destroyed. Had he 
lived till the day of her majesty's dea^, and had his 
conspiracy remained a secret, he, in all probability, 
would at this juncture have set fire to the four 
comers of Russia, and would have brought about 
a general massacre of all foreigners. 

" The future, however remains very uncertun ; 
the emperor may die, the Princess Anne have other 
children. She has also said it was not her busi- 
ness to be kept only for the breed. 

" The French ambassador is in favour of Eliza- 
beth, and the Prussian and Austrian of Anne." 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Ruiiii — Activily of tha Regcnt—IIU DuvnruU — PullcipatioD and 
Cunning of Huanieh, Anar, anil Ulnck orBruoiwick.RrgenU fat 
their Sun, Ivan III. 

Thus Russia seemed happily to have escaped the 
dangers which generally attend an unuBual change 
in the succeesion to the tin-one, and a firm govern- 
ment established. The English ambassador, writing 
from St. Petersburg, on the 8th of November, 1740, 
says : • — 

" The regent applies himself with great assiduity 
to the dispatch of business. He is determined to 
know the exact state of all affairs as he found them, 
in order to show how he leaves them. Princess Anne 
is on an apparently good footing with him ; they see 
each other frequently, but her husband has not ap- 
peared anywhere since his examination. He stirs 
not out of the Princess Anne's apartments, and 
the Duke of Courland but yesterday told a friend 
of mine, that this prince confessing his design to 
• rebel a little,' as he called it, could not move anger, 
though it might pity, for his highness' weakness in 
having been drawn into such a mad notion with only 
eight accomphcea, of which the buffoon of this coort'e 
coachman, an apprentice, and waiter, were three, who 
had been released." 

So secure and composed, nay, almost presumptu- 
ous, vas the duke, so little did he and the arabasu.- 
dor presage events that were close at hand, so 

* State-p^er Office, Rneiui, vol. sxviiL 
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entirely were most penons deceived respecting the 
state of affairs. 

On tlie 9th of November, only a few hours after 
the writing of the above dispatch, the whole fa^ 
brie of the new government was completely over- 
thrown. 

" On the 9th of November (writes the ambassador 
two days later), between three and four in the morn- 
ing, ^t^eld-Msrshal Miinnich, at the head of a detach- 
ment of forty grenadiers from the guard of the 
winter palace, marched to the summer one, and . 
seized, by a verbal order of the Princess Anne, the 
regent in his bed, who, about six, was brought pri- 
soner to the guard-room in the winter palace ; the 
whole Courland &mily being put under arrest. Im- - 
mediately after. General Biron and the new cabinet 
minister, BeBtucheff, were taken prisoners and carried 
to the winter palace also. Upon which all the great 
people were immediately summoned to court, when 
the Princess Anne, in her son's name, was declared 
great duchess, with the title of imperial serene high- 
Bess, and charged with the administration of the 
government during the minority of her son. The 
prisoners were then taken to different fortresses, a 
Te Deum sung, orders distributed, petitions granted, 
the debts of the nobles paid, and the Prince of 
Bronswick declared genendissimo. 

" Miinnich declined this ofiBce, and desired that 
the army might have the honour to be commanded 
by the father of their sovereign. He was, however, 
appointed prime minister ; Ostermann, high admiral 
a«d minister of foreign afiairs; Czerkaski, high 
chancellor ; and Goloffkin, vice-chancellor. 

" The captive duke was then despoiled of all his - 
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iBOney and pOBsenions, even to his gold wHteh moA 
clothes." 

Later dispatches of the Rmbaasador, particularly ooe 
efthelBthofNoTember, give thefoUavring account: 

" This step," he says, " was Tesolred upon only the 
day before ; the duke, by a strange fatality and blind- 
HeBs of his own, augmented by the flatteries of others, 
was finnly persuaded that he was to the last degree 
popular, and in full possession of the affections of 
every body, of what rank, d^^ee, or profession so- 
ever, interpreting the implicit submission to his 
power, to he a firm attachment to his person. 

"The Prince of Brunswick had renounced all offices, 
In order not to be under the duke, yet could by no 
means withdraw himself Jrom his superintendence. 
The regent often met the Princess Anne, whence it 
was inferred that they were on good terms, whereas 
they were always quarrelling. Thus he sMd to her, 
on the 7th November, • I can send you and your 
husband to Germany ; and there was a Duke of Hol- 
stein * in the world whom he could, and, if be was 
fwced t^ do it, would send fOT to Russia.' 

" After such a declaration the breach must be ir< 
reparable ; for the princess has too fine and lively 
parts not to have foreseen what she might expect, and 
too much spirit and resolution not to have resented, 
and prevented also, such a rash and hold design. 

" On the 6th, Field- Marshal Miinnich having pre- 
sented some cadets to the princess, remained alone 
witii her, and some ei;>laDation8 on the present state 
of affiurs took place. She complained of the tnat- 
ment which she and her husband experienced Sron 

* Fttet III, son of Anne and tha Duke Chulci Frederick of Hol- 
Wtiii Goltoip, ftiid gnutdwa of F«Ur Am OiMt. 
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-the regent, bo ttiat they had acatealj any resotme 
left biU to leftTe BussU. In that can Bhe beggdd 
the fidd-iaarahal would employ all that interest and 
credit he had with the duke, that tbey might have 
leave to take their child with them, to lecare him 
from all that danger to which the sovereign of SuMda 
Blight be exposed, was he left in the hands of his 
own and parents' mortal enemy. Thereapon Miin* 
nich asked if she had spoken to any body on the 
subject, and she answered, ' Not to a soul.' After 
many doubts, the princess resolved to confide in him 
atone.* 

" Though Miinnich had contribnted to the eleva- 
titm of the regent, suspicion and jealousy BubEiated 
between them, and the latter intended, if possible, to 
get rid of the field-marshal, who had, therefore, 
reaacm to apprehend his own ruin. 

" Accfnding to an agreement between Miinnich and 
PiinoesB Anne, Prince Ulrick went out for the first 
time and paid a visit to the regent in the summer 
palace. The prince and the duke went together to 
vait on the young czar, and from him to the Princess 
Anne. From thence they went also together to the 
duke's manage, just by. When that was over, the 
prince returned to the winter palace ; and ^e dnke, 
stopping at his brother's, Oeneral Biron's,in the way, 
-went to the|summer palace to dinner, where Miinnii^ 
and all his family, with President Hengden and his, 
dined with the regent and lus £Eanily. 

** It is said that the duke that morning took notice, 

aad as it made a great impression upon him he 

SMtttioned it to this company, that he could observe 

hut very few people in the streets, and every body 

* Fran HanMi't on uoant. 
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with a melancholy, dejected, gloomy counteosnce, as 
if people were not contented, which he was weak 
enough to attribute to their being ^ssatisfied with 
the Duke of Brunswick's conduct, without suspecting 
that his own regency had any share in it. Tho com' 
pany, as is easy to imi^ne, sud that either there 
was nothing in these appearances, or that they were 
owing to the people's regret for her majesty's death. 
However, the duke continued very pensive aod silent 
during dinner. 

" "When that was over the field-marshal took leavei 
the rest of his family staying (here. His excellency 
went home, and in the evening he waited 4>n the 
Princess Anne, asking her if she had any order to 
give him, for his design was laid, and that he would 
execute it that very night. The princess fraa staxtied 
with the suddenness and importance of soch a reso- 
lution, and would have inquired into the means. His 
excellency desired her to excuse both hia not et. 
plaining them to her then, and also his awaking h^; 
out of her bed about three the next morning. Aftiet 
musing a little, her highness said, ' I resign myself 
my husband, and my son, entirely into your hands, 
and rely on your conduct. May the Providence «rf 
God direct you and preserve us all.' 

" From the princess, Miinnich returned with Count 
Lfiwcnwolde to sup with the duke, and they found 
him still doubtful, complaining of alowneas of spirits, 
a heaviness and uneasiness of his mind, which he had 
never felt in his life before. They both said that it 
might be some slight disorder, which a good night's 
rtist would remove. However, both at sapper and 
in the remainder of the evening, the duke, thoiigh 
otherwise talkative enough, lud hardly a word. 
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Upon which, to animate, or at least to keep iip the 
eonreraation, the field-marshal be^D to talk about 
loB battles and all the several actions he had been 
in, during upwards of forty years' service. At last 
Count LBwenwolde asked him, very innocently, if he 
had never been in any action by night. The odd- 
Bess of so ill-timed a question at that juncture struck 
the field-marshal, but recovering himself, and keep- 
ing a good countenance, he replied with seeming 
great indifference, that to be sure, in the great num- 
ber of actions, ho must have been in some at all hours 
of the twenty-four. 

" His excellency told me that he observed that the 
duke, who was lying on his couch, the moment he 
uttered these words, raised himself up a little, and 
leaning on his elbow on the couch, and reposing his 
head on his hand, remained very pensive in that 
posture for a good quarter of an hour. 

" About ten o'clock they broke up, and Munnich 
went to bed, but, as be said, mthout closing an eye. 
At two o'clock be got up, sent for his aide-de-camp. 
General Manstein, and made his arrangements with 
him. Both then went to the palace of the Princess 
AmiCi where MOnnich addressed the officers and sol- 
diers, and selected some, whom he took with him to 
the princess. She complained of her unhappy situa- 
tion, and gave orders that the regent should be 
arrested, and that they should obey the field- mar- 
shal in every particular. Nobody contradicted. 
Tbe guards in the winter palace suff'ered alt to pass 
tumolcsted. Manstein proceeded to the chamber 
of the doke, who was asleep, caused him, on his re- 
asting, to be bound and gigged, and with his wife 
to be dragged away, with ootUng on but their night 
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drcEBes. However, two quilts were taken off thor 
bed* and thrown over them. When the duchess 
heud who it was that directed these proceedings,, 
she cried out with the extmordinary expression, that 
she could sooner have believed that God Almighty 
could die, than that the field-maTshal would have 
served them so." 

Neither the prince, nor Ostermann, nor any other 
person, had any knowledge or presentiment of all 
these proceedings,* 

WoUirad, Miinnich's aide-de-camp, a man who had 
not shed a tear at the death of his parents, much as. 
he loved them, said in the sequel, " When I spoke to 
the duke and the duchess at Scbliisselburg, I could, 
not Buppress a flood of tears, bo affecting was the 
sight." The duchess fell at his feet, and begged 
him to intercede in favour of such an unhappy 
family. 

Princess Anne, with her husband, assumed the go- 
vernment, and Milnnich was her chief counsellor ; yet- 
doubts soon arose whether he would be able to main' 
tain himself in favour and be reconciled with his old 
adversary, Ostermann-f However, as often happens 
in Bus^ia, the new power was considered as well 
founded, and it was deliberated what measures 
should be taken, with respect to foreign affairs, iUtei 
the death of the emperor, Charles VI. 

* IHapalch at the 3d of Jannaiy, 1741. 
t Diaputch of the ':25th of November. 
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Anabia— Tlw Pragmatio SaDctioa-— The death of Charla* VI.— 
Uaria Thei««« — Dopuduicy in VUdub— Beliuc* on I^unia 
and Snglaivl — PnteouMHi of BaTuia — lad^tsaUaa CTcitad by 
tbtm in VUniia — Oiuaiooa ia Loadon, pelenburg, Fahii mi- 
Dietdaa. 

How£VER interesting and instructing the preceding 
GomnmnicationB may be to the lover of history^ the 
whole is detached and unconnected. It is not tiU 
the opening of the question of the Austrian succes- 
sion that a new centre ariees for the contemplation 
and development of the affairs of Europe ; the para- 
mount importance of which throws every thing else 
into the background. But whence were new claims 
and dangers to arise on an occasion when every 
thing appeared to be fully decided, and placed above 
the reach of all doubt ? 

With respect to the succession to the Spanish 
monarchy, there were various important considera* 
tions at the beginning of the eighteenth century. 
Whether the house of Bourbon, or that of Hapsburg, 
obtained the whole, or whether it was divided, it, 
seemed that political prudence would he overlooked 
or justice violated. On the other band, if the Aus- 
trian States were transferred from the male Une to 
Maria Theresa, daughter of Charles VI., this would 
tend rather to weaken than to strengthen that 
power; liesides, almost all Europe had accepted 
and guaranteed the natural, equitable, unobjection- 
able law of succession laid down by Charles VI., by 
the name of the I^agmatic Sanction. That the 
emperor endeavoured to obtain his object in the 
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way of justice and amicable arrangement, and to 
prevent all wars, was very commendable ; it would 
indeed have been better for his heiress if he had 
^ded power to right, as on the other hand power 
has need to be supported by right. 

This is not the place to show in what manner that 
law of succession was projected, examined, approved 
both at home and abroad, and Maria Theresa recog- 
nized as sole heiress to all her father's dominions. ■ * 

Charles VI. died on the 20th October 1740.« 
On the preceding day Mr. Robinson, the Knglish 
ambassador, wrote to London, — " Here, in Vienna, 
they arc afraid of Turks, Saxons, Bavarians, and 
Prenchf The Grand Duke told to Mr. Borcke, ' The 
moment the emperor dies I will give you a letter 
myself for your master. There is nobody but bis 
Prussian majesty, and the king of Great Britain, 
that I can rely on.' " 

Two days after the death of Charles VI. Mr. 
Bobinson writes from Vienna, f — " From the time 
that the emperor's sickness became serious I had 
observed too much the first efiect of the consterna- 
tion of this people not to apprehend, from a stroke 
unprovided for, their throwing themselves absolutely 

* Frederick II. boio . . 1712, «u now 28 years old. 

Maria Thaicu . . 1717 , , '23 , , 

Tb« Archduke Fnncw 1708 ,, 3i ,, 

LouisXV. . . . 1710 ,, 30 ,, 

George II. . . . 1663 ,, 57 ,, 

Philip V. . . . loej ,, S7 ., 

FrederieltofSweilvn . 1676 ,, G4 ,, 

CbrutianVI.urUenmu'k 1699 ,, 41 ,, 

Bliiabeth of Euuln ,1710 , , 30 , , 

CtuulwAlberlofBivuria 1G97 ,, 43 ,, 

AngtuluilI.DrPolwid 16S6 ,, ' 44 „ 

f Sfatc-pai^t Office, Aiwtri*, toL cxzxii. -i 
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in their last despair upon the mercy of Franco. 
Upon the approaching danger of losing the cnipcrorj 
the Turks seemed to them already in Hungary, tli6 
Hungarians themselves in arms, the Saxons in 
'Bohemia, the Bavarians at the gates of \'ienna, 
and France the soul of the whole. I not only saw 
them in despair, but what was worse, that that very 
despair was not capable of rendering them truly and 
bravely desperate. Referring to my former dis- 
patches, and the instructions given me, I say holdly. 
that England and the house of Austria arc still 
entire when they be but men here. Connt Zinzen- 
dorf said, sighing, ' Alas ! were there but one 
£ugcnc alive !' Self- preservation appears to the 
Austrian ministers as the first and sole object, with- 
out troubling themselves about the rest of Europe. 

" Marin Theresa is pregnant, and during her fa- 
ther's illness was near miscarrying with the cliild, 
which is still the uncertain pledge of the remains of 
this family. She is now better, and was able at 
noon, after her father's death, to admit the chief 
dicastcrics to hiss her hand, whom she confirmed in 
their posts till new orders. She was saluted by the 
title of queen. The grand-duke stood at a little dis- 
tance on the left hand, under the dais. She takes 
upon herself the government in the very same man^ 
ner as a new king would. • Oh,' cried the chan- 
cellor to me, ' were she but a man, with the very 
same endowments she has.' 

" ' As to providing for the IHiture,' said the chan- 
cellor, 'believe me — and you need only judge of our 
present circumstances to believe it — wc arc most 
certainly doing it in every light and part whatever. 
Several things will he corrected, necessity will give 



.3i.z.iit,,Cooglc 



50 FREDERICK II. AKD HIS TIMES. [CU. Till. 

new life to tliis new government. We will not, can- 
not, irritate France ; we know you do not desire it 
But for the rest, we might even be left to ourselves 
to be as forward as you, had we money. In a word, 
let us come to ^ourselves a Uttle ; let us know your 
intentions more especially ; we will probe and sound 
those of France. You will not, must not, be angry 
if we can confine the war to the sea ; you began it 
yoorsclves abruptly. It was indeed the boldest 
stroke to be found in history ; but as things are, 
both the general state of Europe, and the particulaT 
state of our own affairs demand the utmost atten- 
tion and firmness.' 

" With respect to foreign afiairs," concludes the 
apnbassador, " no change will be made till it is seen 
what Bavaria, Saxony, and France do*." 

Four days later, viz. on the 26th October, the 
ambassador writCB,f — " An unaccountable notion has 
got into the heads of the populace here, more parti- 
cularly in the neighbourhood of the city, who fancy 
that all government is dissolved by the emperor's 
death, and expect every day the elector of Bavaria 
to come and take possession of these countries. 
They have already assembled, and killed all the 
game in the neighbourhood of the villages. And 
yet Austria perfectly resisted the claims of Bavaria 
within a few months before the death of the em- 
peror. In fact, the Bavarian ambassador about this 
time brought forward the pretensions of his master 
to the whole of the Austrian succession, and founded 
them on the will of the emperor Ferdinand I. 

" I observed, that this ground was entirely unsa- 

* Russia ii not agkln mentiaDid ia tUi pUec. 
t Diaptlch of 29th October. 
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tisfactoiy ; first, because that will secured the buccm- 
son, not merely to the malt descendatitB (as the Bft- 
variaos afSrmed), but to the legitimate descendants. 

" Secondly, if Ferdinand I. had a right to lay down 
the order of succession, Charles VI. must hare had 
an equal right, and the most recent must be pre- 
ferred to the preceding. 

" Never," says Mr. Robinson, " did I see a mui 
in such a passion as the chancellor. 'Such irregu- 
larity, such ambition, such injustice, such cruelty ! ' 
These were the least of his expressions. ' But the 
court would act in another manner: they would 
begin by printing resolutions, but ako take other 
measures, and that immediately.' " 

In fact, it was of much less importance what 
vishes Bavaria might entertain, than what support 
it would receive from the greater powers. Among 
these England (engaged equally by a sense of jus- 
tice and its situation) was firmly resolved to main- 
tain the Pragmatic Sanction inviolate. On the 3lst 
of October, Lord Harrington wrote to Mr. Bobinson, 
" England and Holland will remain in strict alliance 
with Austria. The king cannot doubt of taking the 
most effectual means to secure the concurrence of 
the king of Prussia and the Czarina." 

On the 26th of October (soon after the death of 
the empress Anne) the news of the death of the 
emperor arrived at St. Petersburg *. " Ostermann," 
writes Mr. Finch, " was extremely alarmed and un- 
easy at it. He thought, that all the princes of 
Surope must now maturely consider, whether the 
house of Austria was to be maintuned entire or 
abandoned, foMhat there was no mean or middle 
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between the two. Above all, it was important whe- 
ther France would abide by the guarantee of the 
Pragmatic Sanction or not. That if her politicians 
should determine her to the last, he however thought 
that all the powers of Europe should concur, unite, 
and co-operate, to carry the guarantee into execution. 
" Another ground for Ostermann's apprehension 
is, that the king of Prussia seems hitherto his own 
minister, and to act solely by his own advice. Every 
negotiation between England and Russia presup- 
poses the king of Prussia's atcossion to the treaty ; 
else I (Finch) must feel myself what difficulties this 
court might be in, and to what menagement it might 
be obliged. 

A short time afterwards (the 9th of November) 
the English ambassador wrote from Paris *, " Car- 
dinal Fleury is said to have written a very obliging 
letter to prince Lichtcnstcin, assuring him that the 
king of France will most conscientiously perform all 
the engagements into which he entered with the 
emperor during his life. It is thought, however, 
that France will take another course by which it will 
better attain its object; viz. by inducing certain per- 
sons to bring fonvard their claims till they go to war 
with each other ; and that then France, under the 
specious pretext of maintaining general tranquillity, 
will join that party, from which it can obtain the 
greatest advantages, to overpower the rest ; for if 
it were now to decide in favour of one, the other 
might immediately join England and its friends." 
About the same time Saxony declared^, it would 

• SUte-paptr Office, Fnnee, tdL IxxxTiii. 
t Diipalch of RobiDNQ, ttom Vieaiu, of 12th Norembn. Btite- 
p>fet Offlee. Auitria, wL cmii. 
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live in the beat intelligence, and observe all its 
engagements, -with the queen of Hungary. This 
decUratioQ, and those of many other courts, were 
indeed satisfactory, yet most of them evaded the 
renewal of the guarantee of the Pragmatic Sanction.- 



CHAPTER IX. 

Vmaa. — Fi«deriek II. '■ ikt plani and reBolulioni — Proori Trom hi« 
Letlen— l«ttei of ths Grkud Duke Francia lo the Kiug, and hi* 
annei — HU oSen to Auatria — Popularity of Muu Tliereu— 
Complunti of the Epgliih AmbuioilOT reipectin^ Frederick II.. 
— Lette from Fraderiek lo the King of England, anil tiii ■Euver — . 
Doubtt and aitoouhmeut at ^^anna — Seiioui aecouati from Faria 
— Tba pacific aod warlike Partiei there. 

Ik the situation of the European powers up to this 
time, Prussia had acted so subordinate a part that 
no impulse could be given by it, nor any important 
question be decided by its influence. On this ac-' 
count the court of Vienna had contented itself with 
a conditional acceptance of the Pragmatic Sanction 
by Frederick William I„ in hopes of being able in 
time easily to remove the existing objections, or to 
overcome the difficulties which might arise. With all 
this, however, the material interests alone bad been 
considered and attended to, but the pergonal relations 
were overlooked, and these had certainly undergone 
a greater change by Frederick II. 's accession to the 
tlurone than any person had anticipated. 

To the title of king which had been acquired by 
Frederick I., Frederick William I.* had added a re- 



* Frederick WiUiam I., at hi* death ia 1740, left hi* 
■nay of 69,090 men, caniiitiog, aceuiding la the official li*l*i of 66 
battalion* of Infaotiy (64,6^3 mvn); 60 iqotuliaD* of euira**iat*j 
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spectsbis power; it was tlie firm resolutioo of tbe Dew 
lung to increase it aad bring it into action. But his 
preten^ona to Juliers, Bast Friealand, and Meoklen- 
burg afforded no scope for great activity, and least of 
all did they bold out an opportunity of acquiring mili- 
tary glory which should entitle him to a distinguished 
place in history. Yet this was the supreme object to 
which Frederick aspired. He was fully sensible of the 
possibihticB which the death of Charles VI. opened 
to him. Tbe merely conditional acceptance of the 
Pragmatic Sanction, as well as old claims to some 
principalities in Silesia, offered him a welcome cseose 
for taking his own course. We may, however, take 
it for granted (od the ground of bis own coBEessiqos). 
that even if Austria had earlier treated all these 
matters with the greatest prudence, and bad removed 
all objections, the king would not have been thereby 
diverted from the course he bad taken. Tbe plan 
originated in bis will, and the deductions and mani- 
Cestoes drawn up and published afterwards, were 
merely supplementary. There was, notwithstand- 
ing, literally more right on his side tiian on that of 
the Bavarians, Saxons, and French ; and Frederick's 
personal superiority gave him a weight, which all 
tbe other adversaries of the noble Maria Theresa 
wanted, and which, in spite of all objections, is in 
the end received in the history of tbe world at its 
full value, and creates more than it destroys. 

I have alluded to Frederick II.'s testimoniea 
regarding himself, and will at least quote some of 

4S iqiiadraDtafdngoaaa; 9n)nBdraiiiof biuMr* (logethwl8,51S); 
bwidet thaw, 7 f^mioa compaiuei; 4 conntiy regimenti (4122), 
in BcrHn, Hagdaboi^, tJtettiD, mni Kanigvbcrg; on* battalion of 
flcU ■rtUleij' of 6 cumpaDla, aud ode battalioii of gHnMO artiUetf 
•f4ci 
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Aem. in Unft place befMe I j»oceed to the official 
conrasptmdence. On the 26tli of Qctobe*, six dmja 
after the death of Charles VI.,* he writes to VoUane: 

" This death deranges all my pacific notions, and 
I beUere that in the month of June, we shall have 
MKxt to do with g^powder, soldiers, and trenches, 
than with actresses, ballets and the theatre. It is the 
Bwment c^ the total change of tfie ancient political 
system : it ia the stone which cmshed the imi^ com- 
posed of four metals, which Nebuchadnezsar saw." 

The foUewing passt^fes are taken from his corre* 
spondence with Jordan :f — " Behold me at length in 
one of the fairest situations of my life, and in cob- 
joDctures which may lay solid foundation fw my 
reputation. I^et the envious and the ignorant talk; 
my pUos will never be guided by them, but hy 
g^ory. 1 love war, for the sake of glory ; but if I 
were not a prince I should be only a philosopher. In 
short, in this world everybody must follow his trade, 
aad I have a fancy to resolve to do nothing by 
halves. My age, tl^c fire of the passions, the desire 
of glory, even curiosity, to conceal nothing from you, 
in a word, a secret instinct, have snatched mc from 
the charms of repose which I enjoyed ; and the satis- 
fiwtion of seeing my name in the gazettes, and, in 
the sequel, in history, has seduced me. But for 
Uu» coned desire of glory, I assure you that I 
dioald think only of ray tranquillity. What are 
fitfigoe, illness, and dangers in comparison with 
glory ? It is so mad a passion that I cannot con- 
ceive why it does not turn the brains of everybody." 

So mnch as a preliminary indication of Frederick's 

* (Euvrei piMthumM, io\. ix. f, 126> 
t (EuTtei poaihiunn, vat. viu. p. 1 j4, ISS, 161, 163, 16-1, 310. 
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notions, referring the reader to what he has hiimelf 
vritten in the history of his times, respecting the 
grounds of his views and resolutions. I add the 
following extracts from the very active diplomatic 
correspondence of the last months of the year 1740. 
. On the 29th of October, 1740, Mr. Guy I>ickcns 
writes*, that the death of the emperor had caused 
a great sensation at Berlin, but that there were 
aaany diverse opinions. Some expected great advan- 
tages for Prussia, and said gaudeaiU bene armatil 
On the 5th of November, the ambassador gives an 
account of military deliberations and preparations- 
It could not long remain concealed from him, that 
Frederick did not enter into the views of England, 
respecting the integrity of the Austrian states, and 
was not inclined to sacrifice himself for the idea of 
tlio balance of Europe, in which he remained in a 
very subordinate situation. 

Accordingly Dickens writes on the 19th of No- 
vember, — " We wish that this young prince's great 
reading, and in particular HoIUq's Ancient History, 
which is his favourite study, may not have filled his 
head with notions of imitating a Cjtus or an Alex- 
ander." It was, however, uncertain whether Fre- 
derick would turn towards Clevcs or Silesia. 

Meantime Mr. Robinson had written from Vienna 
on the 9th of November the following particulars:-}' 
"As 1 hear the king of Prussia has already answered 
the grand duke's letter, and in a manner, as I am 
told, to the entire satisfaction of the grand duke- 
Mr. Borckc has likewise received, and shown me in 
confidence, a private letter from his court upon tbo 
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same occasion. Ab it came to turn out ot cjjher, I 
shall send the following substance of it in the sam^ 
manner. Itirasto express the king^'s gatisfketkm 
wHh Mr. Borcke'a diligence in giving the earliest 
advice of the emperor's death, that he might assure 
the grand duke and this court, of his Prussian 
majesty's perfect friendship, and readiness to serve 
them on this important occasion ; that his Pmssian 
majesty's situation, both with respect to men and 
money, made his (nendship not to he neglected: 
that he would enter into no engagements till he 
knew the intentions of this court ; but then, this 
court must be quick in its resolutions, in the present 
imminent danger on all sides ; which is so great, says 
Mr. Borckc's correspondent, that, to use a favourite 
expression of the late king of Prussia, ' a man can- 
not put his bead out of the window without a 
helmet.' Hereupon followed reflections on the 
existing slate of pohtical afiairs, and the observation 
that an attack by Saxony and Bavaria was at liand, 
unless it was prevented by guning them in time. 
Mr. Borcke had also communicated this letter to the 
grand duke." 

On the Kith of November, Mr. Bobinson coa> 
tinucs ; — " The queen gains the hearts of everybody; 
she shows an uncommon quickness in talking, a like- 
judgment in digesting, and a no less resolution in 
Buj^rting the wdghtiest affairs of state. Austria 
desires peace upon the Continent, but if France 
should propose a partition in favour of Bavaria, or 
make the smallest demand for itself, the court of 
Vienna will risk all for all. Borcke said to me, in 
confidence, that the king of Prussia was very angry 
at the raillery and ridicule with which the French 
D 3 
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trested him. It is believed berc, that Frederick II. 
will only bring forward the qaeetion of the aucoe*- 
uonof Julius and Berg, but that hia pretenuona 
will not be easily reconciled with the demands of 
Saxony." 

On the 29th of November and 3rd of December, 
Mi. Guy Dickens complains, — " Nobody here, great 
or small, dares make any representation to this 
young prince against the measures he is pursuing, 
though they are all sensible of the confusion which 
must follow. A prince who had the least regard to 
honour, truth, and justice, could not act the part he 
is going to do. But it is plain his only view was, 
to deceive us, and to conceal, for a while, his ambi- 
tious and mischievous designs." 

On the same day, the 3rd of December, Mr. 
Bobinson writes from Vienna, — " Some time ^o the 
French ambassador asked Mr. Von Borcke if it waa 
true that his master had offered 40,000 men and his 
treasures to this court. Mr. Borcke answered, 'conire 
^i,M.rAmbat»adeuT?' ThekingofPrussieapproved 
ef the answer, and recommended his plenipotentiary 
to be very polite to M. De Mirepoix, and to see him 
from time to time as to his Prussian majesty's 
attachment for the court of France, but to be entirely 
upon the reserve as to certain points on which he, 
Mr. Borcke, was instructed. His Prussian majesty 
going on, commended the manner in which, Mr. 
Borcke had writ, I had talked to this court with 
zespect to the best iiUelhgence and concert to be 
cultivated with th«t of Berlin, and to desire me to 
eontinue in the same good way. He* proceeded to 

* Tliis He, I b«liGYC, n&ta to the king. 
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expose the cIuldiBliiiesfi of this court In aanuiiig it- 
seiiFwitli expectatioDa of France, complimeiits, and let- 
tax of acloiowledgmcnt : and the letter which Mr. 
Borcke received but yesterday, and gave me to read 
this morning, concludes with acquainting him that 
his Pnusian majesty is on the point of making a 
perpetual and indissoluble union with the king of 
Great- Britain." 

Pediaps this was written to Mr. Voa Borcke, in 
order, through him, to feed the hopes of the court of 
Vienna : perhaps too, Frederick himself still beheved 
at that time that he should be able to make the 
Anatrians and Knglish agree to his demands and 
o^ras Undoubtedly he was very far firom the actual 
conelnsion of an agreement with England. 

On the 5th of December, Lord Harrington wrote 
from London to Mr. Bobinson* : — " By all our laat 
btters from different parts, the army which the king 
flf ProBsia has assembled, is thought to be meant to 
invade Silesia, and hold the same for himself ; 
though some people indeed surmise, that the steps 
be is taking, may be in consequence of some concert 
with your court ; whereas on the contrary others 
ina^e, and especially from his having drawn some 
part of those troops from the side of Cleves, that he 
has an understanding with France, and that ho may 
nean to take Silesia, as an equivalent for Julicrs 
and Berg." 

A day before the writing of this letter (on the 4th 
tf December), Frederick explained his plans more 
dearly, in an <^Gifd letter to the Idng of England; 
and added as a postscript, in his own handwriting,f 
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« I should have written to your Majesty with my 
own hand, if I had not been overwhelmed with buri- 
ness. The expedition which 1 am goings to under- 
take is bold (etl wee), but it is the only means to 
save Germany, which the Court of Vienna is ready 
to seize, with France. I hope that your majesty 
will give me, on this occasion, marks of your friend- 
ship, of which I have received so many assurances 
from you, and that the perfect union of the two 
courts will, in all things, tend to promote their 
common interests." 

Nobody can well doubt that Frederick himself 
did not believe in the plao, which, in the postscript, 
he falsely ascribes to tiie courts of Vienna and Ver- 
sailles ; but it is equally difiScult to conceive, how 
he could believe that euch a groundless accusation 
would produce the slightest effect at London. 

About the same time, Robinson sent several dis- 
patches from Vienna. On the 5th of December he 
writes : — " The news that Frederick may perhi^is 
intend to attack Silesia has found too much impres- 
sion here; and this court has, notwithstanding the 
most gracious offers, made by his Prussian majesty, 
of his friendship, taken some precautions in Silesia, 
not to be surprized. That is to say, by marching 
to the frontiers just as many troops as might show 
their diffidence of the court of Berlin, but not 
enough to resist any real attempt I do not doubt 
the intentions of the king of Prussia are nothing 
less than to attack this court.* As Austria inclines 
to France, and sacrifices the good of Europe, Prussia 
will unite with England." 

* RobiDfon looked excluiively at Enitlaml and lh« Netheiluids. 
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On the following day (the 6tb of December). 
Robinson oboerres :^" The Austrian minister had 
receiTed Teiy alarming news from Berlin, but he ex< 
|4ains all in hia own way. as if the object were 
Conrland and Russia. 

" The grand dulie said on the 10th of December 
that the king of PruBsia was the prince in the world 
who jMqued himself most on hia honour ; he would 
haTe DO bad intentioDi against the Queen." 

While hopes and apprehensions alternated in 
Vienna, clouds were rising in other quarters. Thus 
Mr. Thompson, the English ambassador at Paris, 
in a dispatch of the 6th of December, mentions the 
pretensiona of Saxony, Bavaria, and Spain*. " Mr. 
Wasner, the Austrian chai^ d'afiaires (he says in 
another place), tells me that everybody in Vienna is 
charmed with the new sovereign, and that she has 
already received the most friendly congratulations on 
her accession to the throne &om the kings of Poland, 
Prussia, and Sardinia. But," adds Thompson, "tho 
motion of troops which the king of Prussia is mak- 
ing pussies most people here to know the meaning 
of it. 

" Mr. Wasner (dispatch of the 7th December) 
tells me that he BtlU advises his court to be upon its 
guard, and to endeavour to put themselves in a 
situation (o be able to act upon occasion without 
being a burthen to their friends. He has assured 
them over and over, that there is no dependence to 
be had upon the friendship of this court, notwith- 
standing all their professions; and that, on the 
contrary, he has great reason to believe, that France 

* 9tate-i«[i«0ffiee, Franu, vol. liuiUi. 
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will traverse tbeir wbemes as mucH as erer she can. 
lint, becauae they know the grand duke does not 
like the French : in the next place, oat of envy, that 
a person who is descended of a yonnger branch of 
their- family, should be preferred before the elder, 
and that the duke of Lorraine, who had formerly 
paid homage to the French king, should for the 
future have tank before him; and lastly, for hia 
partiality to the English, which was so remarkable, 
while his highness was at Leghorn, that it was com- 
plained of. Not that he (Wasner) believes the 
cardinal will enter into a war, if he can possibly 
avoid it, because he knows him to be naturally a 
cowavd; but that if be can find means, underhand, 
to disappoint the^duke of Lorraine, and to filch some 
little thing for himself, he will certainly do it." 



CHAPTER X. 

Frederick's Prtpantjon for War~He unl the English Ambankdor 
on the Pragmatic Sanction, and the Balance of Europe — on the 
ObHrrance of Tmtiei — Pretensiooa of Frederick to Siteaia — 
Anger and Conplatatt of the Auitiian Fatriota— OSbn and De- 
mand* of Frederick — Qotter** Audience of the Qnni Duke — hia 
Anitrer— Negotiationi in Berlin — Account given by the Gcaiul 
Duke — Actiritf of Robinien — Remonatrancea to Frederick. 

The six weeks that followed the death of Charles 
VI. were employed by Frederick in preparing, in 
every way, for war. The other powers very natti- 
lally urged him, with unceasing earnestness, to ex- 
plain himself more clearly respecting his plans. 
Mr. Guy Dickens relates the following particulars 
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gf what pasted on this suligect in an audience which 
he had on tiie 6th of December.* 

" A« I l«d the greatest strew on the indivisihiUtjr 
(tf the Austiisn monarchy, the long aaked me what I 
Bteant by thu ? I replied, ' The maintenance of the 
Pragmatic Sanction.' The king — ' Do you intend 
to support it ? I hope not. Tor it ia not my ioten- 
tian.' — ' Cngland is bound to it, and so is yonr ma- 
jesty.' — ^To which he replied, he had taken no such 
engagemente, and if his &theT had, he was not 
obliged by them, nor could he stick to any which he 
had not himself contracted or ratified." 

" I endeavoured," continues the ambassador, " to 
prove the contrary, and observed that England and 
Holland would wonder at the measures which he 
took at a moment when he desired to join witli them, 
and had made friendly proposals. I askod him what 
I should write to England ? 

" When I mentioned this, the king grew red in 
the iace, and said, he knew I could not yet have 
instructions to ask him that question ; and if 1 had 
draie it by order, he had an answer ready for me ; 
that we bad no right to inquire into his designs, 
and that he had never asked us any questions about 
our armaments at sea, and that all he did was to 
«i^ that we may not be beaten l^ the Spaniards. 

" I replied, that I had not asked out of mere cnri- 
osity, hut purely out of the sincere regard that I had 
always shown for his majesty's welfare, and that I 
ah<nUd be sorry to see \am engaged in any under- 
takiBg which he might have reason to regret 
afiorwards. Frederick opened himself a little, and 

* State-pt^n Office, Ftuuia, td. U. 
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a«id that he had nothing but the public good in 
view ; that he had weighed with the greatest attention 
the plans he had formed, examined all the advan- 
tages and disadvantages which could result from 
them with respect to himself or the public ; afl^ 
which he thought he had nothing else to do, but to 
support them with vigour. 

" The king having added some particulars re- 
specting his plana and demands, said, Austria, as a 
power, is necessary gainst the Turks, but in Ger- 
many she does not need to be so great but that 
three electors may bo able to oppose her. He found 
it was our notion in England, as well as in France, 
to bring other princes under our tuition, but he 
would be led by neither. We were like the Athe- 
nians, who, when Philip of Maccdon was ready to 
invade them, spent their time in haranguing ; and 
at last gave me to understand (on my alluding to 
the aid and mediation of England in another direc* 
tion), that he had not m«ch at heart his pretensions 
towards the Rhine, being sensible that his aggran- 
dizement in those parts would always give jealousy 
to the Dutch, whereas neither they nor England 
could lake any umbrage at the acquisitions he makes 
on this side." 

It cannot be known how the king may hare 
perhaps expressed himself, in the warmth of conver- 
sation, respecting the observance of treaties, but that 
he by no means made it depend exclusively on the 
life and death of princes, is aufficiently manifest 
from other circumstantial discussions in his works. 
As there are cases in private life, in whicli the letter 
of contracts may be departed from, nay, in which 
they may be entirely dissolved, the same occurs also 
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tA poblk aSairs. Only in the formor there an 
tribunals which decide the qaestions submitted 
to them according to general rules, determine the 
tinita of the deviation, and give it authority; where- 
as there is no Bupcrior tribunal for princes and 
states, and they therefore pronounce their own ac- 
quittal, according to their conscience, or their wilL 
It u for history to confirm or reject these decisions, 
or at least, in doubtful cases, impartially to weigh 
the arguments on both sides. It is often considered 
as the best mode of proceeding, to detach the indi- 
vidual case in question from all others ; aa it were, to 
anatomise it ; but in my opinion, My this dismem- 
bering, this destroying of all connection, this dis- 
regard of causes and effects, we find only what is 
snbordinatc, insignificant, and in the end false, not 
what is active, influential, and decisive. If justice 
had been according to the letter, for Gesler against 
the Swiss, for Philip II. against the Netherlands, 
for England against North America, for Napoleon 
in 1813 against Prussia, it was however but " the 
letter which killeth." It was, therefore, justly thrown 
aside, and regard was had to the spirit, which gives 
life to nations and conclaves, calls forth great senti- 
ments and deeds, fully proves the right to indepen- 
dent existence, and reveals the superintendence of a 
supreme Providence. 

The conduct of Frederick II. was far from ap- 
pearing in so clear a light in the year 1740. For if 
we will allow that the conditional acceptance of the 
Pragmatic Sanction did not bind him to act in favour 
of Austria, that this power expressed itself equi- 
vocally with respect to the succession to Juliers, and 
that the clwm of Prussia to some princip^ties in" 
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Silesia wm well founded, yet the king did not con- 
fine himself to these limits, was not actuated l^ 
these motives, and before he had ^ven proofa of his 
great charact^, his actions appeared to most pecqile 
as the resuk of egotism alone. We are, therefore, 
very far Jrom bluning the grief and the anger of 
the Austrian patriots of those days, though a retro- 
spective view of the last hundred years proves to us, 
that Providence had greater ends to accomplish, 
through Frederick, and the ^caltation of Prussia, 
than could at that time be conceived or presaged. 
All the works of true genius in arts, science, and 
politics, are at fost a mystery, till congenial i^irita 
exclaim — numute affiatur! and in the end, that 
which was inconc^vable and rgected, becomes uni- 
Tersally acknowledged and admired. 

At that time nobody was more painiully affected 
by the course of events, than the Austrian mimster 
Bartenatein. Accof diag to Mr. Bobinson's dispatch 
of the 10th €£ December, he said to the Butch am- 
bassador, " never was a character like that of the 
king of Prussia ; he had foreseen and foretold U, 
ever since he was employed by the late emperor to 
write to the late king of Prussia, which saved bis 
Prussian majesty's life. Such dissimulation ! such 
a heart ! That he should discover himself too, at a 
time when everything was so peaceable everywhere 
else. Fw, in one word, the queen has no one power 
m Europe to fear, but the king of Prussia !" 

Mr. Bobinsou still considered all these notions 
and apprehensions to be foolish, but was soon con- 
vinced to the contrary. Four days later (on ths 
14th of December), he writes : — " The grand duke 
snd to me, ' you will believe at kst that the king of 
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Frawia u ctHsiag to Silesia 7' ' Yea ! but I hope as 
a Mend.' — ' If be comes as an enemy,' coDtinned tbe 
gnoA dake, ' he will get nothing from us ; and if he 
comes with an intent to fcvce us to enter into joint 
ineaflures with him, to aggrandize himself elsewhere, 
the method is the worst that he could have taken.' " 

" Mr. Von Borclce communicated to me an OTder o£ 
the 7th of December, to the effect that be should 
take an audience of the grand duke, to assure tha 
court of his Prussian majesty's most absolute and 
entire frienddiip ; to conjure tbe queen and his 
harness not to be alarmed ; that time would diow 
the extent of the goodness of bis majesty's inten- 
tions; ^at his entrance into Silesia was inevitable 
^naj, necessary for the balance of Europe, for the 
pres^^ion of the very constitution of the empire, 
and for the safety of the bouse of Austria in parti- 
colar. That for all these several great ends, he was 
ready to concert the properest measures with tbia 
eeort, the maritime powers, and Kussia ; and to 
grve a further proof of such his intentions, as well 
as to cafan any uneasiness of this court, he bad 
written and sent to be presented by him (Mr. Borcke) 
two letters, one for the queen, the other for his 
bighnest. 

" When Mr. Borcke (dispatch of tbe 19tb De- 
cember) presented the king's letter to the grand 
duke, the latter said, this was the greatest riddle 
in tbe worM, and be coloured the king of Prussia 
not to proceed in this manner. Many beHeved Uiet 
tbe whole is merely intended to induce the court of 
Vienna to make certain concessions with respect to 
Juliers and Berg." 

The author of the Anti-machiavcl could not expect 
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to remove all difficulties by bare words and petty 
Arts. It was ncccas&ry to enter into the facts. Ac- 
cordingly, the Prussian ambassador Von Gotter hloA 
a long audience of the grand duke on the 18th of 
December, respecting which his highness gave the 
foUowing account to Mr. Robinson* : — " Mr. Gotter 
said, he came with safety for the house of Austria 
in one hand, and the imperial crown for the grand 
dnke in the other; that his master's men and money 
were at the queen's service, and would be the more 
agreeable, as it was supposed she was so much in' 
need of both, in a time when she could trust to no- 
body, but so considerable a prince as his Prussian 
majesty, and the allies that he proposed to bring 
along with him into her interest. Those allies were 
the maritime powers and Russia, which he offered to 
engage in the common cause. That, with such a 
union of Brandenburg, Austria, England, Russia, 
and Holland, his Prussian majesty, the great pro- 
moter and soul of such an alliance, was the only ono 
who had anything to fear by the situation of his 
states ; so that, certain as it was that he should be a 
loser on one side, it was but just that he should 
gain something on the other. To encourage him, 
therefore, to go on with so great an enterprise, the 
queen could not give him less than the whole duchy 
of Silesia! 

" I humbly leave your lordship to judge of the 
grand duke's astonishment ; he told me himself, and 
I know it from others, that he kept his temper, 
notwithstanding several presumptuous and threat- 
ening declarations which fell from Mr. Gotter, in 

• Dispatch of the 21(tD«cember,1740. 
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that blHetering, noisy manner, which makes the 
chief qualiliGation of the king of Prussia's grand 
marsh^i and whose elevation to that post was. as 
great a. surprise, to all who had known him and seen 
him here creep up from the lowest scale of life, as 
his present mission to the same court is, upon so 
extraordinary an occasion. To hear him speak, said 
the ^and duke, one would have thought his master 
in full maich to Constantinople mth his invincible 
troops. Nobody was so firm in his resolutions as 
his Prussian majesty ; enter he must and would 
into Slesia ; once entered, he would and must pro- 
ceed; and if not secured by the immediate cession 
of Silesia, the same men and money were equally at 
the service of Saxony and Bavaria. 

" The duke answered, that nothing could be more 
salutary than the king's plan ; but the mischief 
was, tbat he reasoned very wrong, from such good 
principles ; that it was the king himself who had 
nothing to fear in the uniting so many consider- 
able powers ; whereas, the queen had the most, if 
not everything to fear. Not that her majesty for 
that reason declined entering into the king's plan ; 
it was, on the contrary, approved here, and, for 
tbat very reason, this court, the duke said, had 
upon the first overture of his Prussian majesty's 
general profession of friendship, and at his own ro- 
qucflt, sent immediately a minister of confidence, 
with full instructions to negotiate at Berlin itself, 
whater^ should be found reasonable and practicable 
for that |»ince'B satisfaction. But instead of entering 
into any business with that minister, or making the 
least demand or pretension upon the queen, the king 
marked a considerable body t^ troops into Silesia, 
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aad then only made a peremptory demand of the 

best province that belonged to her. and which, were 
it in her power to part with anything, was that whidi 
she could the least divest heradf of. But it was 
neither in her power to grant away wh^ w&b ao 
strongly and indivisibly entailed, nor was she in so 
low a condition as to treat with an enemy while he 
was in her dominions. 

" Whereupon the Buke expatiated to Mr. Gotter 
upon the wide scene of confusion which the king 
of Prussia's impatience was opening. It might 
be equally disadvantageous to him and others, and 
might have been spared by the lung's proceeding 
only in the common forms of business, and giving 
himself time to team the true sentiments of this 
court to him ; not indeed to gratify unjust views, but 
in serving him in everything that was reasonable 
and possible. 

" Mr. Gotter answered, there was nothing then for 
him to do, and he would go back that very day. 
His highness said, Are your troops actually in K- 
lesia ? Gotter replied, they must certainly be there 
The duke said. Go then, return to your master, and 
tell him that while he has a man in ^esia, we have 
not a word to say to him. We wiU perish first, or 
save ourselves at any rate or hazwd; but if either 
he is not entered and will abstain from entering, or 
if entering, will return, we will immediately treat 
with him at BerUn. Botta has already instructions ; 
others shall be sent to him this very day, and there 
are means of gratifying the king, without his pressmg 
to extort from us what is not in our power to grant 

"Mr. Gotter seemed to moUiiy upon this, and 
under pretext of excusing himself towards his 
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magter (oi sending » courier, hutead of bringing 
back the dnlte's answer deiired his highneea to 
give him as much in writing, which the duke re- 
fused, as InconBistent with the queen's and his 
dignity, while the tiing was supposed to be in her 
estates. Whereupon Gotter promised to send a 
courier, though protesting it was to no purpose; 
and accordin^y, two couriers hare been sent, one 
from this 'coart to Berlin, and one Irom Gotter to 
the king, wherever he mi^t be met : but the latter 
did not go till yesterday morning at the break oi 
day. 

" The duke told me forther, that sorely there were 
nerer any man's hopes so unseasonably blasted as 
his. He had hinuelf formed the same idea as the 
king of Prussia. He had flattered himself the mari- 
time powers, and particularly the king, had the 
same opinion of the necessity of such a great alli- 
ance as that in question. He knew the danger 
which the queen would run, and as to the hopes 
&unded on England and Holland there was too 
much ground for alarm to counterbalaace them. If 
that should not be compassed, this court would first 
employ every subject that could bear arms, the very 
gold vessels irom the altar, to resist the first impe- 
tuosity of the king, and afterwards save themselves 
when and how they could. 

" I endeavoured," says Robinson, " to convince 
Borcke and Gotter, by all possible arguments, of 
the absurdity of that plan, and staid with the gen- 
tlemen nearly three hours ; sifted and turned them 
in every light ; heard a thousand particulars from 
Gotter of the genius and humour of his master. 
Young, rash, presumptuous, ungovernable; in a 
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word, the strange stmixturc of ambition and avarice ; 
and what was the worst, these two engrafted upon 
£0 many good points, as to appear virtues to the 
king himself. 

" Gottcr himself docs not approve of his master's 
proceeding ; he protests, he said as much at Berlin 
to the king with the greatest liberty ; and surely 
if he spoke with as much liberty as he has written 
(for I have seen all his dispatches), one cannot de- 
sire a better picture of the roaster who can suffer to 
be so conversed with, nor of the minister who can do 
it in such a manner. In a word, nothing is omitted 
by the two ministers, Borckc and Gotter, to show 
the king all the rashness, the injustice, and ill con< 
sequences, both to himself and all Europe, of his 
present attempt" 

An intimation from Prussia, that the king would 
be satisfied with part of Silesia, was not attended to 
in Vienna, so long as Frederick did not desist from 
his attack. Bobinson of his own authority offered 
the mediation of the maritime powers which, how- 
ever, did not interrupt the progress of events. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

On the eoaduct of An»tiiB--OpiDioD( in Peteriburg ind Far!*— Prc< 
taonon* uf Spain lo the Anitiiui taccitaion — Entiance of tha 
PruMiau iqto Sileau — Naw Piopoiali of Fiedenck — Gottn*! 
audience of the Grand Duke — Deliberationa and Anawert of Iha 
Anstiiani — Breaking off of tba Negotiatioua— Letter of Frederick 
t« Ibe King of EDRland— Annrer—Frederick to Iha Orand Duka 
— BartcDsteiii*a Principlea — EngUnd'a MedialioD between Auttiik 
and Pnuaia— Fr«d(riek'a fbiibei Propouli — Frederick to Lotd 
ByDdford— Battle at Motwili— Frederick to Podcwila, 

On a nearer examination of the preceding narra- 
tive some minor questions and doubts present them- 
selves. Did Frederick, in order to alarm — to strike 
awe— commission his ambassador to use such bold, 
threatening, arrogant language, or did the latter, 
conformably with his own character, act in this 
manner without positive direction ? or did the grand 
duke, who was naturally offended, represent what 
he heard in stronger colours ? were the communica- 
tions of the Prussian ambassadors to the English 
complete and sincere, or did they wish in this 
instance also to deceive and to gain time ? 

Now that we are acquainted with the events of 
the succeeding years, it may be asked, with respect 
to the main point, why did not Austria voluntarily 
accept the proposals, to which it afterwards was com- 
pelled to agree ? Why did it not spare itself ruinous 
wars ? Why did it not gain in Frederick a power- 
fully ally ? I answer, there was at that time no 
prophet who could see into futurity, or if any one 
had prophesied, be would, like Cassandra, have met 

K 
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with no credit. Even the most timid could not, 
without disgracing himself, propose, at that time, 
that one of the finest provinces should be given up 
without a struggle, by the ancient, powerful, imperial 
house, to the newly made king — the former Mar- 
grave of Brandenburg. And, after making this 
acquisition with such unexpected ease, would not 
the ambitious claimant have required still more — 
would not all who were eager for aggrandizement 
liave been thereby encouraged to fall upon the 
inheritance of Charles VI. as an easy prey? The 
'king's declarations, as if it depended upon him to 
conclude ' great alliances for Austria, as if he had 
tlte principal powers, as it were, in his train — were 
considered as vain boastings ; the more so, because the 
-court of Vienna could certainly depend upon Erig- 
land and Holland, and had reason at that time to 
believe itself secure of France and Russia. Thus 
the most urgent remonstrances to Frederick* were 
made by Russia to induce him to desist from hia 
plans against Austria ; and Louis XV. said of him 
on this occasion, — " This man is mad."f 

An ambassadorial dispatch from Paris of the 17th 
December says : — " As to the march of the FrussiaB 
troops to Silesia, everybody seems to be in amaze- 
ment about it ; they have never heard of any pre- 
tensions his Prussian majesty had to any part of the 
Austrian succession. Frederick WilUam I. bad 
guaranteed it; there was no dispute between the 
.two courts ; Frederick II. declared his resolution oS 
supporting these engagements to the utmost, eva 

' * Kipateh from SI. Petanburg t^ SOth Deccmbgi. Stmte-ptpB 
Office, Buiua, voL miii. 

t Get bomme U nt (bl! Diipatch Irom Fuii of ths 21Ui D«c«ib- 
b«T. Stata-paper Office, France, loL Izxxrui. 
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since the emperor's death ; every one of whicB 
circumstances contributes to malce this step the mora 
ansccountable. Prince Lichtenstein and Wasnor 
are quite startled at it, and seem to apprehend the 
worst without knowing for what reason. 

" Spain is preparing to begin war against Austria 
in Italy. Here, in Paris, the pretensions were not 
contradicted, only they declared their inability to 
support tbem. Cardinal Fleury said to the Spanish 
ambassador, what he had heard of the bod state of 
the Spanish army, that the men were naked and the 
oSicen sponged upon the convents. Campo Florido 
owned this to be in a manner true, but said at the 
fame time, that, in such a case as the present, Spain 
would not want money ; to whichthe cardinal replied; 
L«t Spain begin by putting herself in a posture c^ 
defence, and then we shall eee !" This was however 
» matter of great difficulty, for when mention waa 
made in Spain of imposing a new tenth,* the people 
were extremely incensed, and many said, a war was 
of no use whatever to the country, and the only 
object of it was to provide for the queen's younger 
son, Don Philip. 

Meantime the Prussians had entered the Silcsiaa 
territory on the 23rd of ])ecember,t fod, as they 
said, as friends. At the beginning they paid for 
com and bread, gave paper receipts, thereby deceived 
•ome,;^ paralysed the exertions of otherSj but in- 
craised tiiose who looked upon all this as deception 
and dehision. 
' At the same time Frederick caused new proposals 

* Stata^Mptf Office, fiance, vol. Imii. IHapstch af 4tb JaaoaiTi 
1741. t (EuTT. poiih, i. 136. 

t Dlipalch bom Vteana oC 28lli December. 
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to be made, tnorc equitable than the first, and upon 
vhicli perhaps an agreement might have been made, 
if they had been brought forward earlier, and in a 
temperate manner by negotiation. But now the 
court of Vienna was justly indignant, and would not. 
for the sake of its honour. Buffer anything to be 
extorted from it by a hostile attack. The particulars 
are given in a dispatch of Kobinson, dated Vienna* 
the 4lh January, 1741.* 

" Gotter," he says, " had on the Ist of January 
another audience of the grand duke. He offered 
in general, money, men, the imperial crown, and 
conveniences for the court ; security of the Prag- 
maticSanction,and a perpetual alliance, to be fortified 
and confirmed by the additional union of England 
andKussia. ' And it ia for all Silesia,' said the duke, 
< that you make this offer?' 'Tliat would be too much, 
and ScliwiebuB will be too little,' answered Gotter, 
' How, at such a distance, shall we come together V 
eaid the duke. To which Gotter answered : ' It is 
neither for all Silesia nor for one half of it, but for 
a good part indeed ; and that, the nearest to the 
Prussian frontiers. This too, the king will pay your 
price for, by an immediate purchase or by an 
apparent loan.' To explain the last expression he 
proposed, that such a part of Silesia as he hinted at, 
might (not to appear to infringe the Pragmatic 
Sanction) be left to Prussia upon the foot of a public 
mortgage ; and in virtue of a secret article, whereby 
this court should promise, that whenever the grand 
duke should be emperor, and everything should be 
quite pacified, then, and not till then, the king should 
have a fresh assurance, by way of treaty, that this 
* Stale-paper Office, *o). cxxn. 
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fiunily should never redeem this part of Silesia ; for 
which the king would lay down a sum of three or 
four millions, as it should be agreed upon, and keep 
a garrison there of five or six hundred men only. 

" To this, over and above all that had been hinted 
before, Gotter added, that besides these, this court 
might make use of the king's forces for the preserva- 
tion of the tranquilUty of the empire. The king 
would keep ready 10,000 men, for either Italy or 
the Low Countries, as occasion should require. The 
duke gave no other encouragement to this proposal, 
when pressed hy these gentlemen to let them know, 
after all that had been offered, whether the king's 
plan was entirely to be despaired of, than by saying, 
that he 'hoped not so, neither.' And when they asked} 
further, leave to apply to the mioiBter, he consented, 
if they thought proper, to Count Zinzcndorf. 

" The next morning, Zinzendorf and Stahremberg 
were shut up with the duke for three hours in his 
closet. In the evening the Prussian ministers went 
to Count Zinzendorf, when things were opened in 
the same manner as to the duke. The chancellor 
insisted upon their giving as much in writing, which 
they refused, for fear, as they said, of being betrayed 
to France. Whereupon the chancellor contented 
lumself wiUi taking down some loose minutes of the 
proposals, and Gotter offered to return the next day 
with his full powers and all his written instructions, 
of which he, the chancellor, or any person to be 
trusted, might take down before him such extracts 
as he, the chancellor, pleased. This was accord- 
ingly done yesterday. But they refused what Zin- 
zendorf insisted on, which was, to name specially 



edt^Cooglc 



78 FREDERICK II. AKD HIS TIUES. [pH. XI. 

what thcjmoant, by a good part of Silesia; and 
only left it to this court to make what use it pleased 
of the particular iDformation it dow had, of the true 
intentions of the lung. The Prussian ambuBadw 
communicated all to me, and requested my support. 
From Zinzendorf s expressions, I infer, that the 
court of Vienna is much shaken by the offers of 
Prussia. 

" Bartenstcin opposes every agreement with Prus- 
sia, and reports, that the king has required that war 
shall be declared against France, and yet this court 
has nothing to rely on but France. He is French 
«iad." 

A dispatch of Robinson's of the 7th of January, 
.gives further particuluv :— 

" The king has advanced further into Silesia, and 
has taken possession of Breslau. The grand duke 
complins; 1, that the powers of the Prussian am- 
bassador are insufficient ; 2, that they have not said, 
what is to be understood by a good part of Silesia ; 
3, that the notion of a loan and pledge properly 
came from Gottcr himself; 4, that every bind of 
cession dissolved the Pragmatic Sanction and in- 
vited other pretensions ; 5, that the Prussians were 
in the Austrian states. 

" From the grand duke I went to the Prussian 
ambassador, and discovered, but too plainly, the 
defect in Gottcr's power, the uncertainty of the 
success of his own project of a mortgage, his in- 
ability to explain what was meant by a good part 
of Silesia, and, in one word, from Uie perusal he 
-gave me of a long instruction he had received that 
looming from his court, wherein, many things from 
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henee were misuBdentood, and many tttings from 
tlience misrepresented, tlie absolute impossibility of 
pioeeeding upon any immediate negotiation. 

" The last instructions were dated fiom Berlin, 
the 30th past, in answer to Gotter's first letter from 
Vienna, and accompanied with a abort letter from 
tlie king, of the 3rd of January, at Breslau. It is a 
pity, that the king has no minister with him ; and 
the n^^tiations are carried on by way of Berlin, 
while he is rapidly advancing. 

" The most remarkable thing that happened at the 
conference with the Austrian ministers was, that we 
were told, as if Mr. Borcke had let appear, as if his 
first instructions, for the demand of all Silesia, had 
been dated the 15th of November, but which, ho said, 
he had orders not to open, till a certain day given ; 
and this day was found to correspond with that time 
that the king intended to enler Silesia. With re-i 
spect to this, Mr. Gotter had corrected him, by pre- 
tending that he should not have said open but read,. 
Whereupon, I took the liberty to remark that this 
discovery might serve to dissipate a great many re- 
ports ; for if the king had, so early as the 15th of 
November, let his envoy here know the secret in- 
tention of demanding Silesia, and of invading that' 
province, the thought must at least have been con-' 
ceived some days before ; and consequently from the 
28th of October, when the king heard first of the 
Bmperor's death, he could not have had time to con- 
cert with this court the invasion of Silesia, as was 
supposed in France, nor with France as was Bup« 
posed in Holland, nor much less with the king of 
England, as seemed to be surmised here. 

" In the latest instructions of the 26th of Decembw, 
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the king says, he will be content with a good part of 
Silesia. He has besides commissioned Mr. Voa 
Getter, to say verbally, that on all occasions ia 
which he may be able to assist the queen of Hungary 
to preserve the grandeur of her house, and to indem- 
nify herself for the bagatelle which she is going to 
lose on this occasion, he will do it with all his heart." 
On the 5th of January, an Austrian answer to the 
following eifect was published : — " When the king 
invaded Silesia, all was tranquil, and no danger ex* 
isting ; but in such a case, even the laws of the em- 
pire bind every member of the empire to protect 
the party unjustly attacked ; how much more bind- 
ing, then, is the guarantee of the Pragmatic Sanction ! 
But if such tics are not valid, on what security can 
the house of Austria depend ? An alliance between 
the maritime powers, Austria and Prussia, already 
exists; the intention of those allies is not to deprive 
the queen of Hungary of a part of her states, but to 
preserve them entire and inviolate. The queen will 
not cede all Silesia, nor a part of it, but will renew 
the alliance, provided that the Pragmatic Sanction 
be not directly or indirectly infringed, that the right 
of no third party be violated, and that the Prus- 
sian army immediately quit her dominions. In her 
opinion this is the only method compatible with 
equity and justice, the fundamental laws of the em- 
pire, as well as the welfare and balance of all Europe. 
For the same reason, this is the only way which is 
conformable with the real glory of the king of 
Prussia ; and the queen does not hesitate earnestly 
to entreat him to adopt it ; nay, she conjures him by 
all the considerations which may make impression 
on the heart of a great prince." 
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Thon^h all the proposalB of FtubbU were in fact 
wholly rejectecl by this answer, Mr. Bobinson used 
all his efforts to prove to Mr. Gotter* how the ne< 
gotiations might be continued, and what was to be 
done. Gotter, however, despaired of eonvincing his 
master, who, without an immediate advantage, would 
look upon all the rest as so much wind. 

Gotter thought of going on the following day to 
the Icing, but the physicians would not permit it. 
When the Austrian ministers heard of the delay, 
they thought that the illness was feigned, and the 
chancellor sent to speak with Mr. Borcke : he too it 
seems had a fever, and desired to be excused. 
Whereupon he received a letter from the chancellor, 
he was to take his measures to leave this place in a 
few days. 

Robinson was dissatisfied with this turn of things, 
and tboughtf that Austria might have expressed 
itself more clearly ; have made the king of Prussia 
some positive offer, and, as Gotter wished, have de- 
signated the part of Silesia, which it was willing to 
cede in exchange for other advantages. Nayi 
when the king, by the intervention of the elector of 
Mayence, demanded Licgnitz, Wohllan, and Brieg, 
they gave him an answer similar to the preceding, 
offering the king a kind of an act of oblivion and a 
promise not to insist upon damages ! 

The court of Vienna erred in not stopping at what 
appeared to bo literally right, or a point of honour, 

* Diipatch of the 11th of January, 1741. SlBts-pBper OfflM, 
Auitns, Tdl. cxsn. 

t Diipatch of the 17lh of Juhutj. 
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and in its not unnatural excitement forgot what 
policy at that moment required or imposed. Least of 
all was it well advised b> use an; expressions towards 
a prince like Frederick, that resembled ridicule or 
contempt Accordingly he said to the English am- 
bassador at Berlin,* be would sooner perish than 
desert from his undertaking; he would not have 
other powers imagine he would be intimidated by 
menaces, and whoever should do it, or think of 
more effectual measures, he vroold show them, he 
was readier than they to give the first box on the 
ear. In case of extremity he would join France, 
and would kick and bite on all sides, and lay every- 
thing waste before them. 

. On the 30th of January, 1741, Frederick wrote 
from Berlin to the king of England :f — " I am 
charmed to see by the letter which your majesty 
has just written to me, that I was not mistaken in 
the confidence which I placed in you, from the fk- 
vourable manner in which you speak of my enter- 
prize in Silesia. Having had no alliance with any- 
body, I have not been able to open my mind to 
•verybody, but seeing the good intentions of your 
majesty, I consider you already as my ally, from 
whom I ought in future to keep nothing hid or 
secret. 

" I must then inform you that I have taken posses- 
sion of all Silesia (except two wretched forts, into 



■ Dispatchei of Ihe 3Ut of Juiuuy and 4tb of February, 1741. 
Stalepapei Office, Fruaiia, voL liL 

I State-papet Office, Royal Lctlsn, vol. tIL I ban, it it true, had 
onl)' a copy in rny handi, but from varioui reasom um fully peisuuled 
that the original was by Freilerick II. hinuelf. Tbi> is alio indicated 
by the iiii*ta]ta in the orthography. 
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tfhich the officers of the queea of Bohemia have ony 
imprttderUly thrown some troops, and which cannot 
hold oat) ; that I have driven Mr. Braun into Moravia, 
and that if I had the smalleat intention of overthrow-, 
ing the hoose of Austria, it would have depended 
only on myself, to have advanced to Vienna. But not 
having any right, except to a part of Silesia, I have 
stopped where its frontiers end. Far firom desiring 
to disturb Europe, I pretend to nothing, except 
that regard be paid to my incontestable rights, and 
that justice be done me, without my being obhged to 
push things to extremity, and to lieep no measure 
in future with the court of Vienna. 

" I infinitely value the friendship of your majesty 
and the common interest of the f^otestant princes, 
which require, that those who are oppressed on ac- 
count of their religion, shall be supported. The 
tyrannical government under which the Silesians 
have groaned is dreadful, and the barbarity of the 
Catholics towards them is not to be expressed. If 
these Protestants lose me, they have no resource 
left. I beUeve that the reasons which I have just 
given your majesty are sufficient, but I think I see 
still stronger ones, in the intereet of your majesty ; for 
if ever you wish to gain a faithful and ever constant 
ally, tlds is the moment. Our interest, our religion, 
our blood, are the same, and it would be melancholy 
if we were seen to act in a manner contrary to each 
other, by which other jealous neighbours would not 
fail to profit. It would be still more melancholy 
to oblige me to concur in the great designs of 
France, which, however, I have no intention of doing, 
unless I am forced ; whereas at present, your ma- 
jesty finds me most advantageously inclined for your 
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interest, ready to enter into your views, and to act 
in all things in concert with you. I am, with the 
moat perfect esteem, your good and faithiul brother 
and Mend, 

" Frederick. 

" I forgot to inform you that I have concluded a 
defensive alliance with Russia." 

The king of England in his answer exhorts him 
to a speedy reconciliation, in which he will willingly 
co-operate, as far as alliances and engagements 
permit. The loose, undiplomatic manner in which 
Frederick mentions his alliance with Russia, had 
doubtlcBs been thought singular in London. We 
therefore find at the conclusion of the English 
answer ; " Postscript : I also thank you for informing 
me of your alliance with Russia." 

" After the departure of Gotter from Vienna, the 
king wrote a letter in his own hand to the grand 
duke, though directed to his highness by another 
hand,* wherein, after repeated assurances of his 
friendship for the* queen and the grand duke, he 
concluded by saying, that his heart had no share in 
the mischief which his army was doing to the court. 
The duke's answer was, that whatever might bo the 
fortune of the present war, he should be always the 
king's friend. 

" Mr. Bartenstein lays down for a first principle 
that the attempt to rectify the king, without ruffling 
him, is as much lost trouble as washing a Moor 
white ; that his father's 12,000 men upon the Rhine 
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did more hum than good; that hia friendship 
would be worae than his enmity, particularly under 
the present circumstances of the imperial election ; 
inasmuch as the gaining of his vote, would be an 
absolute loss of that of Treves ; and the least recon- 
ciliation with him, an absolute alienation &om the 
Icing of Poland. Prussia, he said, ought rather to 
be entirely disarmed." 

Such language and wishes may be well excused ia 
a warm friend of his country, but they were not be- 
coming a statesman who ought to understand the 
present, to look into the future, and to distinguish 
ivhat is possible firom that which is impossible. 

Lord Harrington indeed wrote to Robinson, that 
if remonstrances did not avail it was intended to 
drive the Icing from Silesia by arms ; but the inten- 
tion was not the execution, and direct assistance 
from England was not to be obtained. Accordingly 
Lord Harrington immediately adds, that if Austria 
wished to make an arrangement with Prussia, Eng- 
land was ready to lend its mediation. 

The English government was more and more ink- 
pelied to take this course, the more attentively it 
considered the situation of all the European powers, 
of which I shall presently speak at length. As early 
as March it gave advice, at Vienna, to agree with 
the king of Prussia, which advice was rejected with 
disgust.* Any cession to Prussia, it was alleged, 
would lead to general demands and a universal war. 
They confidently hoped to overcome Prussia, and to 
derive great advantages from the changes in Russia. 

* IKfpatcb of 29Ui of Mueb. Stali-papw Office, Aiutiia, 
vol. cuzii. 
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Id April, England again urged, at Vienna, the. 
necessity * of a reconciliation with Prussia ; because 
otherwise s war with France would be doubl; dan- 
gerous. — In vain. 

Hereupon the English court applied, throu^ 
Lord Hyndford, to the king of Pru68ia.t The lat- 
ter answered, that he would willingly settle with 
Austria in the manner already proposed ; and then 
most zealously come to an undbrstan^ng respecting 
everything that be had offered irom tlie very begin- 
ning, as well for the consolidation of the house of 
Austria as of the liberties of Europe. And as, not- 
withstanding the advantageous offers made to him, 
he had not entered into any engi^ments with 
France, and was at full liberty to accept equitable 
conditions, which the king of England might obttun 
for him, from the court of Vienna, he earnestly re- 
quested him to proceed with the greatest possible 
expedition in this affair. 

At Vienna they were still convinced that the pacific 
party in France would preponderate; or if not, it 
would then be time enough to make an arrangement 
with Prussia. Thus all the representations of Eng- 
land were of no avail. On the 6th of May Austria 
again refused any cession to Prussia ; and king Fre- 
derick declared, that he perceived with the greatest 
regret that those serious endeavours had been fruit- 
less. On the 10th of May he wTote to Lord Hynd- 
ford, t — " As it was not for me to make more ad- 
vances than I have done, without being assured of 

* OUpatchof 17th April. 

t Diipatebe* of Much and Maj. 

} Slate-paper Offica, Aiutiia, toI, cmri. 
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tfte Bentiiaents of the court of Vienna, I ahall wtit 
p«ttentl; fw its answer." 

Frederick liad the more reason to say this, aa he 
had gained, on the 10th of April, the battle of Mol- 
witz, and was in possession of the greatest part of 
Silesia ; and in the increasing intricacy of the affairs 
of Europe, his influence on the result became more 
and more decisive. 

Od the 12th of May, 1741,* the king wrote from 
Molwitz to his ministei, Podewils : — " I send yon, in 
very bad French, the letter of a very good German. 
You will find in it the reasoning of a violent patriot, 
but I think that it will be a document capable of 
making an impression npon a plenipotentiary. We 
have to do, on one hand, wiUi the most obstinate 
people in Europe ; and on the other, with the most 
ambitions. As the part of an honest man among 
rogues is a very dangerons matter, and to be cun- 
ning among cheats is a desperate attempt, the suc- 
cess of which is very equivocal, what is to be done ? 
War and negotiation. This is precisely what your 
very humble servant and his minister are doing. If 
anything is to be gained by being honest men, we 
shall be so ; and if it is necessary to cheat, let us be 
rogues. I am, with esteem, dear Podewils, your 
faithful friend." 

The last words do not indeed sound as if they 
had been written by the author of the Anti-Machia- 
Tel ; but then they are merely uttered in jest, and the 
serious question was only, on what side Prussia 
should place itself in this decisive crisis, and how it 

" St&t«-pftp«r OSce, Pnuiia, voUlir. 
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should Bhake off the subordinate character to which 
it had hitherto been confined, and acquire an inde* 
pendent existence. 



CHAPTER XII. 

Ediiu-— The Hcgeot Aone — Tba Cur IwaO'— Winterfeld in Buuia 
' — MUaaich'i power, airogaoce, aad ditmiml — Beatucbeff'* falM 
accuiatiom agunst Biron. — Swbdih — Tbs Diit — I'lrties — Com^ 
tion — The Queen — War betveea Sweden sad Buasia — The altu- 
nate deduaboDa ot Franca reapecting tha Pragmatic Sanction-^ 
New plana of France and Spain — Project of a Tnalj between tlw , 
two Power* — Tbe Queen — Diatreu and diicoatent in Spain, 

After having communicated various particulars 
relative to the affairs of Austria and Prussia, up to 
May 1741, it seems necessary to go back to other 
European powers. We will begin with the dis- 
patches from St. Petersburg. 

Biron was overthrown, Anne and her husband at 
the head of affairs, MUnnich the most influential 
minieteT, and the Princess Elizabeth (on account of 
her pretensions to tbe throne) guarded and flattered 
at the same time. On the 20th of December tho 
ambassador Finch writes :* — " The day before yes- 
terday was the Princess Ehzabeth's birth-day. The 
g^and duchess Anne presented her with bracelets ; 
the infant Czar Iwan sent her a gold snuff-box with 
the Russian eagle upon it; and the salt-oftice re- 
ceived orders to pay her 40,000 rubles. The king 
of Prussia has sent hither Major Winterfeld, who 

* Slate-paper Office, Ruuia, vol. SKnii. 
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has manied Mannicli's step-daugbter." On the 
30th December the ambassador continueB :— " Miln- 
nich is incUned to the opinion that Austria should 
in some way satisfy and gain Prussia." Besides the 
reasons arising from the aSair itself, others, to 
-which the field-marshal is not indifferent, may have 
co-operated. The king of Prussia gave hia son-in- 
law, Mslzahn, a colonel's commission, and sent him 
a diamond ring, which he had worn himself, and to 
his son he gave Gieben (7) an estate on the Oder. 

The prince of Brunswick, on the other hand, is 
dissatisfied that his geneiaUssimo is an empty title> 
and he is but little consulted and attended to ; while 
the violent, hated Milnnich directs everything. The 
prince said * he was under many obligations to 
Munnich, but it did not follow that he was to act 
the grand vizier ; and if he consulted only his own 
inordinate ambition and the natural violence of his 
temper, he might by his own folly draw on his own 
ruin. 

The more Milnnich inclined to Prussia, and gave 
the king occasion to add to his letter to the king of 
£nglaod the postscript respecting an aUiance with 
Itussia, the more zealously did other parties endea- 
Tour to Counteract it; respecting which Frederick 
gives sufficient intimations in the " History of his 
Times." 

On the 3rd and 7th of March, Finch writes from 
St. Petersburg : — " Field-marshal Munnich is dis- 
missed. When Liiwenwolde brought him the mes- 
sage, he replied, that ' he looked upon this dismis- 
sion to be the greatest favour the regent could 

• DiipitchoriOthofFi:liniat;,1741. 
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bestow on him, and he received it with the most per- 
fect gratitude and eubinissioa.' His family was not 
so composed as he ; and when countess MOnnich 
took leave of the prince of Brunswick with tears in 
her eyes, her husband said, ' Madam, I hope you will 
not express any signs of sorrow on this great mark 
of his highness' grace and favour, which ought to 
give you as great joy and satisfaction as it does 
me.' 

" The regent said, ' that Miinnich had over- 
thrown the duke of Courland more out of ambition 
than fi-om attachment to her ; that therefore, though 
she might reap the benefits of the treachery, she 
could not esteem the traitor. There was no en^ 
during the field-marshal's overbearing temper any 
longer, since, contrary to her express and repeated 
orders, he had boldness enough to contradict, on 
several occasions, those of her husband. That he 
had too much ambition, restless temper, and enter- 
prizing genius to be trusted. That he should gq 
to his estates in the Ukraine, and there end his days 
quietly if he pleased.' 

" Information that the duke of Courland is most 
rigorously * treated, has reached the regent, and 
Munniuh's fall has aifordod the duke the first consola- 
tion. It is expected that the duke will open a scene 
by which it will plainly appear, that the author of his 
ruin (MQnnich) was the first projector of his re- 
gency ; who alone suggested to him that thought, 
and animated him to accept it, engaged to carry it 
into execution, and to support him in it." 

Four days atlerwards (on the 14th March) Finchr 

■ Diipatch of lOth of Uuch. 
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initcs, that " Munnich still remainB in Petersburg; 
and Us family, near the regent, causes uDeasinesa 
among his adverBaries ; many think he will either 
regain his ground, or lose more. 
' " Bestucheff has brought the most violent accu- 
sations against the duhe of Courlaud, and they have 
been confronted together. The duke denies all ; 
so, waving the ordinary method of torture, which 
must have been empl<^ed on this occasion, the 
duke said, that he would own everything laid to bii 
charge to be true, if Bestucheff would now confirm 
it, as he wouH answer for it to God at the last day. 
The duke said this in so solemn a manner, and with 
so assured a countenance, that the whole commis- 
sion was struck ; and the other, being seized with a 
▼iolent and convulsive trembling, fell on his knees, 
and cried that he could not stand this, but must own 
the truth, and ask God's and the duke's pardon. 
He confessed that he bad fiilsely charged that prince, 
upon an insinuation and assurance of the field-mar< 
ahal, that this was the only way to save his own 
life, honour, and family. The afKiir took such a 
turn, that the prince of Brunswick siud, the duke 
was no more guilty than he himself was ; nor had 
done any one thing, which any body else in his place 
would not have done.** 

Amidst all these domestic intrigues foreign affairs 
attracted much attention, especially the increasing 
misunderstanding between Russia and Sweden. I 
extract the following from the official dispatches : — 

On the 14th of November, 1740, the English 
ambassador in Stockholm complaina* of the incrcas- 

• Slate-pspu Office, Svaden, toL Iizviii. 
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ing influence of the French ambassadoi on the king- 
of Sweden. That the EngUsh government would 
not hazard greater sums in the present instance 
without certain hopes of success ; nay, that EngUnd 
would not even pay half of the money hitherto 
required, because Kussia had greater interest ia 
avoiding a var. 

On the 9th of December, the ambassador writes, 
" The speaker of the peasants has engaged himself 
to be our friend for the value of 100 ducats that ho 
has aheady touched. The majority of voices depends 
on giving money ; the demands for money are 
gradually rising." 

In the dispatches of later years* we find state- 
ments of wl^t the clergy, nobles, citizens, and 
peasants (all without exception) received ; nay, the 
ambassador writes, '■ The nobles are to be had by 
the highest bidder, as we purchase cattle in Smith' 
field; but Sweden is not worth so much money ! 

" On the strictest examination, if the king of 
Sweden and his subjects are to be distinguished 
into different parties, I cannot find half a dozen 
likely to embrace his m^esty's side,! amongst tho 
nobility and gentry. The sentiments of the clergy 
in general seem very different, hitherto, from those 
of the upper house, and among the twenty-five mem* 
bers they have chose to be of their select committee, 
seventeen are reckoned to be of the king's party." 

" A considerable majority of the boors seems 
hitherto to be the same way incHned, but none of 
this body have a right to assist at the secret 
committee. 

■ Diipatcbei of 31*t October, 1746, and the 3rd October, 1747. 
f Diipatch of 23r1 D«c«nbar, 1740. 
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** Amongst the bui^here in general, his majesty 
may reckon about thirty attached to hie interest; the 
rest of this number, which passes eighty, are either 
wavering or in the opposition, and in the secret 
committee of the burghers there are scaree any of 
the first 

" None but members are allowed to be present* 
at a debate in any of the assemblies of the states, 
which makes it difficult to hear what passes among 
them ; bat two of the college of the nobles have 
offered for the value of 1001. to bring me an account, 
every other day, of what passes in their house during 
the whole diet. I have made each of them a present 
already of a suit of clothes, which they greatly 
wanted,| by way of earnest. 

" The Queen of Sweden's coldness to the senators 
Count Gyllenborg, Baron Bosen, and M. Sparre 
(friends of Mademoiselle Taube), is notorious to 
everybody who attends her court, not only by her 
majesfy's never speaking to, or taking notice of 
them, but by the refusing them to kiss her hand, 
when other senators, and people of inferior dis- 
tinction, are, by custom, admitted to that honour; 
and by frequently ordering the dinner, after it is 
served, to be removed into her private apartment, if 
her majesty perceives either of them in the room 
when she is going to sit down to table in public; 
for otherwise they have a liberty to eat at the same 
table as ofteu as they please, and without invitation. 



* IKipatdi of 3d(I Janutiy, 1741. State-paper Office, Swadeo, 
vol. lixix. 

f Diipatch of ISlh Junuy, 1741. 
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" Audiences by the king are insignificant, talking 
a great deal about hunting.* 

" The boors have made reports against the pre- 
parations ibrwar.-f- quite unexpected by the nobihty« 
who never imagined the former would dare ta 
meddle in Bucb affairs. Some doubt, if they have a 
right, according to the coostitution." 

" There are great quarrels in the diet.;[ The 
cha|dain who preached at court, and who is himself 
a member of the secret committee, took bis text out 
of the gospel — 'Every kingdom divided against 
itself, is brought to desolation — from which he took 
occasion to reproach the king for his indolence ; ths 
house of nobles, for being composed of hot-headed 
young men ; and the members of his own committer 
for praying for peace, and declaring war. Many of 
those who are more sober and wealthier begin to 
think of the consequences of a war, but the younger 
men, the officers that have no property to lose, and 
hope for advancement, call in the diet for a war." 

Thus this party, which was besides encouraged 
by France, at length triumphed. On the 2ltt of July, 
the diet decided on war. The English ambassador 
afterwards wrote : — " ITie declaration of war against 
Bussia is superficial, the quarrel groundless, and 
B too great influence of Buasia might have been 
avoided in some other manner." 

At all events, these quarrels occupied those two 
powers in such a manner, that they could not fof 
the present meddle with the affairs of central 
Europe. 

■ Difpatch of 13tb Febnuijr. 
f Dupstchof20UiFebni«i7. 
J DiipatchofSEth Fabruaij, 
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We may now return to France, and see how it 
m^Qtaina, or rather changes its position, and gives 
a different meaning to its engagements. On the 
dl&t December, the English ambassador writes 
fit)in Paris:* — "The Austrian ambassadors areyery 
much discouraged, and fear that France will not 
abide by its gnarsntee of the Austrian mccessiona; 
They are astonished at the conduct of Naples; 
Spain, and Prussia. On the other hand, ^e French 
ninister, Amelot, complains that Austria imposed 
on France, by making it to believe that the Prag- 
matic Sanction prejudiced nobody, whereas at pre- 
sent, almost everybody pretends to some part of the 
onperor's luccession." 

This objection was certainly insufficient, for it waa 
the business of France to examine before it under- 
took the guarantee, or, if this had been neglected, 
to do it now in an impartial manner. 

" Mr. Wasner," continues the ambassador on the 
14th January, 1741,+ "reminded Cardinal Fleury, 
with much eloquence, of the duties of France, and that 
it depended upon it to preserve tranquillity and 
order. Fleury and King Louis XV. assured him, 
(Wasner) they would perform all the engagements 
into which they had entered. At the same time 
M. de Bray, the Saxon plenipotentiary, ashed Mr. 
Amelot, the French minister of foreign affurs, what 
he thought of the war in Silesia. M. Amelot told 
-Inm, that at first this court imagined it was a thing 
concerted with the court of Vienna, and therefore 
did not give themselves much trouble about it; 
but that, at present, they had changed their opinion, 
* 9Ute-pa{ier Office, Francs, lol. IzxZTiii 



edt^Cooglc 



96 FEKDKFICK II. AND HIS TIMES. [CH. XIF. 

and France was ready to agree with England anA 
Holland, respecting the measures to be adopted. 

" Mr. Wasner seems persuaded that Franco 
had no hand in encouraging the king of Prussia, 
and on the contrary believes they would not be 
sorry to know how to get him back again ; for he is 
strengthening himself in such a manner, that it is 
given out, he will have at least 200,000 men at the 
end of this year. It seems the Cardinal encourages 
both sides ; which of the two are to be the dupes at 
last of this finessing, must, I think, be left to time 
to discover. 

" In Spain three great taxes are imposed :* First, 
10 per cent upon all landed estates, houses and 
rents whatsoever. Secondly, the increase of the Alca- 
Tala by 4 per cent Thirdly, an augmentation of the 
salt tax irom 40 to 53 reals per fanega. Lastly, it is 
proposed to reduce salaries and pensions ono-third — 
all which excites great discontent. Franco has 
refused, for the present, permission for Spanish 
troops to pass through its territory.']' 

" It is well known" (says a dispatch of the 8th of 
Febniary), " that the excursion of the king of Prussia 
into Silesia is very welcome to the court of Madrid, 
and Campo Florido wrote thither.J that this step 
of the king of Prussia had given a particular plea- 
sure to Cardinal Fleury, who (being animated and 
encoiir^ed by these disturbances,) might be pre- 
vailed upon to favour the designs of Spain. Now, 
however, nothing could be done, it would be neces- 
saiy to wait for the decision at Franckfort, to turn 

* State-paper Office, diipatch of 14th J&nuuj, 1741, 
t Diipntchof iSthJanauy. 
t ThisiilhflopiniiHiof Campo Florida mpecting the plana ofths 
Fiench. Wa howerer find tbe eontraiy in a Spanbli i)iip*tclia_ 
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the elcctioB ia favour of Saxony or Bavaria, or at 
least to embroil matters so aa to gain time. That 
such a delay would not only do no harm to the twp 
.crowns, but on the contrary be to their advantage, 
inasmuch as the English would be all this while 
exhausting their treasures and ruining their com- 
mcrce, and France would be getting herself out of 
the difficulties she labours under at present, flrom 
the scarcity of provisions." 

On this the Spanish minister observed : France 
intended to deceive Spain, to make terms with 
Austria, perhaps for advantages in the Netherlands, 
and leave Spain in the lurch as she had done in the 
last war. 

According to a dispatch of the 14th of April*, 
Cardinal Flcury said about this time to the Bussian 
ambassador. Prince Cantemir, that France was 
under no ^ort of obligation to support the Pragmatic 
Sanction, the empire never having guaranteed the 
last treaty between France and the emperor. How- 
ever, tlio Cardinal declared about tlic same time, 
that the king of France would not begin a war, 
unless he was obliged to do it. 

In an Engbsh dispatch from Paris of the lOth of 
May, it is stated, that the Spanish ambassador, in 
the name of his king, made vehement reproaches to 
Cardinal Flcury, which the latter politely repelled, 
and then produced the following draught of a 
treaty f. 

1. The elector of Eavaria to be emperor. 

2. For the war in Italy, France furnishes 80,000 
men, Spain 50,000, and Naples 15,000> 

* Stale-pKper Office, Ftsdci, vol. xc 
t DlipBlch from Vieana «f Sth o[ M»y> SIMe-paprr Cffice, 
Auttria, to). cxxxrU 
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3. Spain shall have Fort Mahon and Gibraltar; 
a Spanish prince to bate T^ucany, Famut, Piacenza, 
and a part of Lombardy. 

4. The English to be for ever excluded firom the 
Assiento contract. 

5. Cuba to be divided between Fhuice and 
Spain. 

6. Spainienottooppose theprojects whichFrance 
has upon the Netherlands ; 

7. Nor the measures of two northern powers, 
which France has gained over on the condition that 
Spain agrees to this treaty. 

" These proposals were fer from meeting with the 
expected approbation in Madrid ; on the contraiy, 
the queen of Spain* was so much exasperated about 
France, that she h&a told an intimate of hers, Uiat 
she would willingly give the queen of Hungary con- 
siderable sums only to have Parma and PiacenEa> 
and that she would guarantee the Pragmatic Sanc- 
tion over and above, on purpose to be revenged on 
France," 

It was not till the 22d of July (by which time so 
many changes had taken place in the state of public 
aflairs), that Spain gave the following answer to the 
above proposals : — 

It is indifferent to Spain who is emperor, pro- 
Tided only that the cliums brought forward are 
acknowledged : 

For the war in Italy, it would furnish 30,000 
men ; respecting the partition of the conquests, it 
could not yet say anything ; could not tie its hands 
with respect to the Assiento contract, nor approve of 

' Sl>t«-pBp<i Office, Fnaee. vol. sc. 

Dgilizedt^COOglC 



1741.] UTMDFORD's NEGOTIATION'S. , % 

f reach conquestB in the Netherlands ; it could not 
recognise the right of Bavaria to Bohemia, nor give 
up any part of Cuba, nor eater into the plans of thd 
northern powers, till it knew what powers and plans 
were meant. 

Curdinal Fleury was very much dissatisfied with 
this answer ; it came, however, too late to contri- 
bute anything to the preservation of peace. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

N^Dbalioo* of Laid Ufodfoid witti Frederick II. — Cantcnporaij 
Negotiatioai of SobiiMOD st Visnoa mpecling a SeconcUiatioo 
with Prunis — ATenion or the Queea and of the Grand Dak» — 
Chancier of Maria llcraaa — Tenor in Vienna at the I^eatf of 
Pnmia iiilh France — Batolutioii at Par»— Aaatfian Fropotalaof 
Ceanoni in the Nalherlaiidt to Pnuu^— Declinad by Fnderiii-^ 
Bobinion and Hf ndford io the Camp of Frederick — UunceeHtiil 
NegotiatioDi, 

Thodgh Cardinal Fleury towards the end of May, 
1741, still spoke of his love of peace*, so many pre* 
parations for war were carried on at the same time, 
that the English could not but more earnestly mah 
and promote a reconciliation between Prussia and 
Austria. Frederick^ too, entered into fresh nego- 
tiations, but more to gain time, than because he 
believed the possibihty of a favourable result. The 
following extracts explain the course of events : — 

On the 13th of May, 1741, Lord Hyndford gives, 
from Breslau, the following account of an audience of 
the kingf : — " The latter was very animated and warm 

* IM^atch of the 24th Hay, tma Faiii, State-paper OSm, 
France, toI. xc 

f State-paper Office, PruiMi, toI. liii. 
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xcspecting Sogland's conduct and the decloratioDB 
in parliament. To Lord Hyndford's question, what 
ho demanded, the minister Podcwils, who was pre- 
sent, answered, ' Xx>wcr Silesia and Breslau ;' and th« 
king added, ' The queen of Hungary may think her- 
eelf happy to escape so well, for you see it is in my 
power to make myself master of all Silesia, and next 
of Moravia; there is nothing to stop me but the 
small ton's of Olmiitz, which is of no great conse- 
quence, and then all communication with Bohemia is 
cut off. But notwithstanding my victories, I will still 
be reasonable.' To the question, whether he would 
niiintain theremainingpart of the Pragmatic Sanc- 
tion, and give his vote for the election of the em- 
peror, lie answered,* Yes.'" Evenonthellthof June, 
Frederick* declared that he would be contented with 
four duchies of Silesia that were conveniently situ- 
ated for htm. 

It was, doubtless, with reference to these declare 
atioTis, that l.ord Harrington wrote on the 2l8t of 
June to Mr. Robinson at Viennaf. that he should 
tlo everything possible to induce Maria Theresa to 
accede to the demands of Prussia, which were so 
greatly moderated, and then hasten to the king to 
complete arrangements. Not a moment was to be 
lost, otherwise Prussia would join with France, and 
a long, doubly dangerous war would ensue. After 
the most urgent recommendations of this alfair, 
Harrington continues : — " In these scenes of danger, 
which threaten, not one or two of the queen's pro- 
vinces, but her whble security, is it possible that 
your court should deliberate upon buying one of the 
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most powerful enemies by the mortgage of one dia-' 
trict of a little more or less extent in Silesia. 11^ 
however, they continue under their infatuation, yoa 
must let them feci that his majesty considers it a 
very ill return to the many efiective and expensive 
proofs he has given of his dieposition to assist and 
support Austria. But by its own obstinacy and 
folly, it will plunge itself and England into a dan-< 
geroQS war." 

Accordingly, on the 24th of June, fresh tiegoti' 
stions were commenced at Vienna, of which Bobin- 
8on on the 27th sends the foUowing account:— 
" Opinions (he says) are divided ; Bartenstein, for 
example, maintains that it would be better to give up 
all the Italian possessions to tlio liing of Sardinia*, 
than a foot of land to the king of Prussia. The grand 
duke will not even advise the cession of Glogau, 
but that he could not and would not advise tlie 
queen to give one inch more, nor would he even ad- 
vise that, upon any other footing than that of a re- 
deemable mortgage; words that he repeated over 
and over again. That were ho even to pretend to 
advise the giving any more, or in any otlicr manner, 
he would in confidence tell me, he should not have 
credit enough with the queen to obtain it. But so 
far from pretending to go himself any further, he 
should look upon any man whatever in the queen's 
court who should do so, as the greatest traitor. It 
was not for want of deference to tlie king's advice, 
or of a true sense of tlic queen's danger, and of 
that of all Europe : it was only the nature of the 
thing, and the situation of the counties demanded by 
Prussia, that made it impracticable. Once pes- 
' Without doubt, eidUd TmUiici had thcic infliicBn lici*. 
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seescd of the four ducHcs, he was not only master of 
the whole of SiUsia, but of Monivis and Bohemia*,' 
when he should please to put his further ambitioos 
views in execution. It is your negotiations upon 
ixapracticahihtics wliich ruin us. 

, " The grand duke agreed with me as to the de- 
struction which his rashness might possibly bring 
upon himself, the queen, and all England ; but he 
himself could not stand the storm, and perhaps I 
tfas not enough acquainted with his situation. He 
suffered more than I knew in the minds of the 
queen's subjects, for his so great and long confi- 
dence in hoping better of the king than ho deserved. 
•' When I told him that England would by its 
situation bo the last to suffer, in the destruction 
which I saw his court was bringing upon his own 
head and England, ' Yes,' he said, ' that cursed ditch 
which separates you from the continent. Would to 

God that you were upon the latter, then you would 
feel like us. If the Earl of Harrington were king, 
in the midst of the German territories, and they de- 
manded the best and most necessary part of thenii 
would he givo it up ?' I said, yes ; if his own fate 
and that of England depended upon it, as absolutely 
as that of the queen and all Europe depends upon 
the sacrifice of little more or less in Silesia. Th^ 
grand duke concluded that he would rather re- 
Bounce all crowns, and even the imperial crown, than 
acquire them at the cost of bia consort. 

" As for the latter, she has all the most amiable 
qualities imi^nablc, and indeed talents more than 
proper to her little experience ; but even these ta- 

* ThU opiniotl wm Dot at k11 conGnr.cd iu the wqiiel. . 
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IsDts are sometimes earned away with too much 
Tiracity. She haa, and probably always will have*- 
qpirit enough to be governed ; but she has not, as yet 
^t least, knowledge to govern ; she trusts to the- 
graces of her behaviour to tnalce impression, and- 
that both renders her easier, and readier to breathe* 
out to certain persons her c<nn]daints, when she gains 
npon herself to stifle her passion. It was in this 
manner that some weeks ago she let drop to the 
nuncio, that her allies were forcing her into a wors& 
treaty than that of Belgrade, meaning the proposal 
9f ceding liower Silesia with Breelau." 

On the 27th June, Bobinson repeated his repre- 
mentations to the grand duke and his ministers,' 
hut was equally unsuccesefuL " Glogau," he saysj. 
" might perhaps have done ; nothing more could be 
done, be the event, be the extremity what it would ; 
the queen being absolutely averse to the giving 
^ything at aU in Silesia, which threw the council into 
the greatest embarrassment and division. Probably 
the grand duke is secretly of another mind. Count 
Stahxemberg told me, he waited for God's higher 
Hitaference what was to be done; upon which I re-* 
eommeuded him to the help of Gofl !" A third con- 
sultation with the ministers was equally unsuccessful, 
and in truth it was now too late. 

Tired of the long delay, and driven to a resolution 
by the existing state of affairs, Frederick had se- 
crotly concluded a treaty with France on the 5th 
June*, the existence of which was known iuLondonf 



• V«loiy, HfemoitM, toL i., 108. 
i LfttcrfnmLotdBaiTingtoii of 24th June. 8tata.pjper Office, 
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on the 24th Jtily, and probably immediately after- 
wards in Vienna. 

Respecting a consultation with the Prussian 
ministers, Kobinson writes, " When they heard of 
the treaty between Prussia, France, and Bavaria, 
they fell back into their chairs like dead men. It 
was too late, and in truth it was neither more nor 
less tlian they had expected, and yet they had not 
acted. Maria Theresa and the grand duke com- 
plained loudly of the equivocal behaviour of the king 
of Prussia. I still cntert^n a good hope of with- 
drawing him from France." — After an audience 
with Maria Theresa, the ambassador writes further, 
" The queen docs yet seem capable of an universal 
reflection. Beating about Silesia, attached as it 
were to that single object which pinches the most, 
she betrayed, I hope, the narrow way of thinking* 
rather of those whom she mostly hearkens to, than 
those talents which I flatter myself, will with time, 
dioot out to more advantage." 

On the 1st of July the English ambassador writes 
from Paris • : — " Mr. Wasner relates from good au- 
thority, that peace or war had been debated in 
council a few days ago, and that it had been carried 
for the latter. But when, or where, is not said. 
When Wasner said to Cardinal Fleury he heard 
that Bavaria bad collected an army, and that 40,000 
Frenchmen were going to join it, his Eminence 
laughed, without ever saying anything to the 
contrary." 

On ^e 2nd of July the ambassador states, that it 
had been resolved upon to assist Bavaria, and to 

* Slate-p«pei OffiM, FnnM,*ol.«b 
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send an anny into Bohemia; Fleuty had been com'* 
pelled to give way to the advocates for war. 
' Meantime Lord Hyndford had laid before the 
Idng of Prussia the fifet reply of the court of Vieonat 
" He called it (writes Hyndford on the 24th of July*), 
a silly, weak and impertinent answer, worthy of the 
eoort of Vienna. 1 must give them another battle, for 
ihcy will never he reasonable till I have driven them 
qaite out of the country. When his compensatjoo; 
in Silesia or the Netherlands was s^Kiken of, with 
the intimation that he should only askf, he sud 
with a smile, ' If I am to make a demand, I will ask 
enough, for 1 will have all Brabant, Flanders, High 
Guelders, in short all that Austria possesses in that- 
part of the world, and I will keep the Ixiwcr Silesia 
until I am in possession of those countries.' " 

Hyndford erred greatly when he imagined that 
the king was pleased with the very inconsiderable 
offers made him in the Netherlands. .. He was not 
at all desirous to prepare great dangers for himself 
at a distance, instead of getting possessions nearee 
home. 

Upon his urgent demand that Austria should de*^ 
fine exactly what it would cede, it offered for an 
alliance, for a vote in the imperial election, and the 
evacuation of Silesia — nothing, but Austrian GueU 
derland, and in case of the utmost need, Limbnrg 
and two millions (guUders?) 

Conformably to a command of Harrington, Bobin- 
son himself at length hastened from Vienna to 

* Stste-paiiCT Office, Anitria, *aL exmu. 
f Oa tba other bBnd Auilria liheKiui thonght of gecnriDg Hit 
Motnlitjr of Fnnee hj k cniiDn of leiritory in tho Nethnlandi^ 
Bl>l«-i>ai<«T Office, Piuiiu, vol. xxxui. Uipateb of 25lh July. - 
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aUeaia. On the 3rd of August he writes fioK 
Breslau*, " We have mformation that the king u not 
abaolutely engi^ed with France till the 12tli ot 
August, M that it is the ntmoat time to come to soma 
conctusion with him. Podewils however aaiA, that 
without satisfying his master's pretensiona in Silesia, 
nothing was to be— nothing could be done. 
' On the 7th of August, Bobinson and Hyndford 
had an audience of the king in his camp at Streblen. 
'-'When I, writes Robinsonf, mentioned the two 
Aiillion guilders, (for I kept stilt in the general) for 
which his majesty would be pleased to retire out 
•f Silesia ; ' Do you take me for a beggar,' cried he 1 
' I retire out of Silesia ? and for money ? who have 
oonsumed so much treasure and blood in the con- 
quest of it. No sir, no \ it is not to be thought of I 
If you have no better propoaale to make, it is not 
worth while talking.' These words were accompanied 
with threatening gestures and marks of great anger. 
" ' Let UB see however what there is more ? ' I now 
offered Austrian Guelderland. ' What do jrou mean 
by that V The king turning to Podewils said, ' Qui 
est ce qui nous leste de loute la Gueldre V — ' Hardly 
anything.' The king added; 'All this is rubbish! 
What, such a nest, for all my juat claims in Silesia?* 
His indignation increased here, in proportion to 
my keeping a profound silence, and to my not break- 
ing it but to beseech his majesty to lay out some 
attention upon what I had said. 
• " My lord, his contempt of what I had so said, 
was so great, and expressed in such violent terms, 

* Slate-piper OS&c«, AuitrU, vol. occxvu. 
. t Coiiii>Bie the accDuat given bj the king \a the " HUtaiy of bit 
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that if ever it wm time to make the last effort, by 
offering the whole duchy of Ijmbuig. a mofaeot 
longer was not to be lost, to hinder the king &(Hn 
diatniasing ub. I extolled the duchy to the utmost, 
described it in the most favourabte terms, and added, 
that the elector Palatine had been willing to give 
the whole duchy of Berg for it. Here Mr. von Po- 
dewdls interrupted me, and said, precisely the con- 
trary was true, the elector had not been ready to 
give Berg for it, 

" The king said, ' he could not conceive how 
Austria could dare to think of violating so solemn 
an engagement, which renders every inch of ground 
of the Netherlands inaUenable.' This, I rephed, is only 
the case as concerns the French. Thekiogsaid,'Tluut 
is your jn^sent interpretation, but the French pre- 
tend it was more a stipulation in their favour than 
agunst them ; that as to himself he had no desire 
to ^^grandize himself in those parts, which were 
-useless to him, much less to lay out money in new 
fortifications ; (which Robinson had recommended.) 
Am I not fortifying Glogau and Brieg 7 Those I 
have are sufficient, for one who intends to live well 
with his neighbours. Neither French nor Dutch 
have offended me, nor will I oSend them; as J. 
certainly should by such unlawful acquisitions. B&> 
sides, who would guarantee them ?' I observed that 
the plan was, to give guarantees. — ' Guarantees J ' 
replied the king, ' and who minds or observes guaran- 
tees in this age ? Has not France guaranteed the 
■Pragmatic Sanction — and England f Why do you 
not all fly to the queen's succour V I said, I could 
not answer lor all, but the necessity of things would 
ic^rtainly at last bring forth the true friends of 
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Austria and of tho libertiee of Europe. — ' And pray 
Sir,' fiaid the king, ' who are these T I replied, it could 
not he othermsc with Buesia, which power, with re- 
spect to Turkey, could not suhsist without the con-' 
serration of Austria. — * Good ! good ! Sir — the Kus* 
sians ! It is not proper for mc td explain myself, 
but 1 have means for them.' I told him, Bussia was 
not the only power that had engagements, and most 
keep them with Austria; so that however such a 
power might be averse to a breach .... the king 
«ut me short, applying his finger to his nose, and by 
CTying out — • No threats. Sir ! if you please ! No 
threats !' Lord Uyndford said, he was sure I was 
going to advance nothing but conformably to my 
ordera, and Fodewils put in something proper, as he 
thought, to restrain his master. — I said, ' Sire, I do 
not say what others will do, but I say, what irill 
come of itself. And when I speak only of what 
cannot fail to happen, there is no threat. My zeal 
for tho public brought me hither.' ' The public. Sir,' 
interrupted the king, ' will be much obliged to you. 
But hear me': with respect to Bussia, you know how 
matters stand; ii-om the king of Poland I have 
nothing to fear ; for the king of England — he is my 
relation — he is my all ; if he does not attack me, I 
shall not attack him. If he docs, the prince of 
Anhalt will take care of him,' 

" I now mentioned the news, that the king would 
join the French after the 12th of August. Austria, 
I observed, preferred his friendship, but if he dis- 
dained it, would throw itself entirely into the hands 
of France. The king was quite silent upon this 
head. I do not love conjectures,butif Iwas to make 
one, it would be founded upon the consciousness of 
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bis guilt. He threw out from time to time the ad* 
TAutageousness of his preeent situation : — at the 
head of a powerful, and in the manner he speaki of 
it, invincible army ; with the country conquered be- 
hind him, which is the only object of his views; 
which he will, which he must bare ; which he will 
not be bought out of; which alone is to his conveni- 
ence, and where he will rather perish with all his 
troops. ' With what face shall I meet my ancestors, 
if I abandon my right which they have transmitted 
down to mc ? With what reputation can I hve, if 
I quit lightly an enterprize, the first action of my 
reign, begun with reflection, carried on with firm- 
ness, and to be maintained to the last extremity? 
Have I occasion for peace 7 Let those who want it 
give me what I want, or let them fight me agaiui 
and be beaten again. Have they not given whole 
kingdoms to Spain ? And cannot they spare me a 
few trifling principalities 7 If the queen does not 
now grant all I require, I shall in four weeks demand 
four principalities more. I now demand the whole 
of Lower Silesia and Breslau ; and with this answer 
you may return to Vienna.' Twice I asked the king 
if he persisted in it, and he answered, ' Yes ! that is 
my answer, and I will never give any other.' 

'■ We both now proposed to explain the Vienna 
proposals more in detail to Mr, Von Podewils, but 
the king said, ' Gentlemen, gentlemen, it is of no 
QEC even to think of it;' and, taking his hat, he re- 
tired precipitately behind the curtain of the interior 
corner of the tent. I now BtdA to Mr. Von PodewUs, 
' France will abandon Prussia out of self-interest;* 
and he answered, ' No, no ! France will not deceive 
U8, as we have not deceived it 1' " 
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CHAPTEE XIV. 

Auttri* ofltn Lower Sileaia — March of the Ftench — Fredeiidi to 
HTBdford — N^otiatioiii for an Armisliea — Heetiog at SehnaUcn- 

, dnf, between the KiD|> of RiiNi*, the Auitrian Eleld-Huihal 
Neippetg, and Lonl Hyndfotd — Anniitiee concluded— Secrecf 
requiicd — PublicBlion — ContinuslioaoftheWaT — Hyndford'i Com- 
plainti of Fnderidi — New Delibeiationi and Negotiationt. 

The Austrian ministers and the English plenipo- 
tentiaries might easily have foreseen that, in the 
situation of Frederick and all the other powers, the 
negotiations commenced in the manner above men- 
tioned must necessarily fail. They, however,- paid 
less regard to the actual state of things and to what 
was practicable, than to what they wi^ed ; and oven 
Maria Theresa, when Bobinson gave her an account 
of the result, said, nothing more could be done*, 
— that she could and would do no more than imme- 
diately mabe up with the Elector of Bavaria. But, 
in the middle of August, when a division of French 
troops had already crossed the Rhine, Robinson 
prevailed on the court of Vienna again to enter into 
negotiations with the King of PrusBia, and to offer 
him Lower Silesia, according to a line which ex- 
tended from Greifenberg, by way of Dohlau, directly 
across the country. No mention whatever was made 
of Breslau, and Maria Theresa declared that she 
would not be bound by this offer more than a fort- 
night. 

On the 29th August, Bobinson arrived for the 
second time at Breslauf ; but what would have been 

* State-papn Office, Anatria, vol. cixniii. DUpalch of 341k 
AuguM. f DUpateb of Sod September. 
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gratefitlly accepted four montha befme, was now 
rejected (even on account of the annexed dangerou* 
9nd burdensome conditions), and Bobinson returned 
without accomplishing hia object. At length, on the 
8th September, Austria offered the whole of Ixnrer 
Sitesia, aa Frederick understood it, together with 
Breslau. But the king refused to accede to this 
proposal also, because the state of things had mate- 
rially changed*. On the 16th September, 1741, he 
answered to Lord Hyndford : — " X have received 
the new scheme of alliance which the indefatigable 
Bobinson sent you. I find it as chimerical as the 
first, and you have only to answer to the court of 
Vienna, that the Elector of Bavaria will be emperor, 
and that my engagements with his most Christiaq 
majesty and the Elector of Bavaria were so solemn, 
so indissoluble and inviolaible, that I would not quit 
those faithful allies to enter into connexion with a 
court which never can nor will be otherwise than 
irrecnncileablc towards me. That it was no longer 
time to succour it, and that it must resolve to submit 
to all the rigour of its fate. Are these people fools, 
my lord, to ima^e that I shall be guilty of the 
treachery of turning my arms against my fHends in 
their favour, and do you not see yourself ^ow gross 
is the bait which they bold out to mc ? I beg you 
no more to fatigue me with such proposals, and to 
believe that I am a sufficiently honest man not to 
violate my engagements." 

. Notwithstanding these assurances, the king was 
byno means averse from makingauch an arrangement 
with the court of Vienna, that his possession might 

* StatA-papei 0£Bce, Fiuiiift, toL lit. 
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be secured to him, and the burden of the war alle- 
viated, without leading to a breach of his otheif 
treaties. A dispatch of Lord Hyndford of the 4th 
October, from Neisse, g;iveB an account of a new 
audience which Frederick had granted him*. The 
latter complained that the King of England and the 
- Elector of Hanover spoke and acted in a difierent 
manner, but he promised to do them no harm. The 
English plan against Osnaburg, Munsler, and Hil- 
desheim, had, he said, offended the Elector of Co- 
logne, and excited the French to take a part and to 
occupy Hanover. He would, however, do all ho 
could to dissuade them Irom it. Saxony had joined 
tlie great alliance, and would have for its share 
Moravia and Upper Silesia, * 

The king continued : — " I will do what I can ; but 
at the same time, cntre nous, it is but reasonable 
that the King of England should let mc have my 
conveniences." And btiing asked whathemcMit? 
he continued : — " He must give me those 6efB in 
Mecklenburgh ; and, enlre nous, he must procure me 
the guarantee of Russia for the country of Silesia." 

The king, however, as we have observed, was by 
no means dispoecd entirely to ruin Maria Theresa; 
on which account the Prussian minister, Count Gols. 
wrote to Lord Hyndford in the course of September : 
" Alt that we can do for the advantage of the queen, 
which is by no means indifferent to us, is to let her 
army withdraw from hence, without concluding any 
treaty, to assure ourselves of Silesia, and not to act 
elsewhere against any person whatever." 

In a second letter of Count Golz to Lord Hynd* 

* Sule-papei Office, I^miu, voL U*. 
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ford, of the 28th September, he Bays ; — " Yoa will 
ccmc«Te that the Icing cannot conclude a separate 
treaty with Austria. The French would make him 
pay for it ia Westphalia, and this would but further, 
delay a general peace. I have orders to tell you 
Uiat, if you can protract the negotiations till the< 
winter, means will be found to put everything in 
order. Meantime, you must let us take the town of 
Keisse, without delay, and go with your army 
wher:; you please. The lung will be content wi^ 
Lower Silesia and Neisse. Then the war will be 
ended in reality, if not in appearance, and we take 
np OUT winter quarters in Upper Silesia, but without 
levying contributions." 

In consequence of these preliminary negotiation^ 
a very secret interview took place on the 8th 
October*, at Schnellendorf, between the king and 
the Austrian field-marshal Neipperg, at which 
General I^ntulus, Colonel Golz, and Lord Hynd- 
ford were present. The following particulars are 
taken firom bis Lordship's dispatch of the 14th 
Octoberf ; — 

" After some conference, the king and the marshal 
agreed The king was extremely poUtc and civiL^ 
and made great protestations of his good wishes and 
intentions for the queen and the grand duke, now 
that they continued no longer obstinate; for he 
added that, if they had, he would have pursued theU 
to the utmost ; but that now ho was really concerned 
for the queen's misfortune, and that, if this affur was 

' About Ibit lime, a sepBiats negotiilion between Auitiu and 
Tnnte ni altempltd, which wn broken off by Haiia Thoreta. 
Hyndford'* Diipatcb of 2d Fsbnuiy, 1742. 

f SUte-papcT Offlce, Prutiia. vol. Ur. 
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Itept lecrct, hs would do more for their eervicc tluui 
ke was then at liberty to say. He iotimated that he 
would endeavour to preserre MoraviR and Upp«t 
SUesia for her, in opposition to Saxony, and thiU he 
would hinder the Bavarians from taking winter 
quarters in Bohemia. He likewise offered, through' 
Gols, 50,000 ducats, for the supplies necessary iir 
his winter quarters. 

' " The king staid above two hours, and all the 
while talked with the greatest concern for the queen 
and the I>uke of Lorniine, and gave Marshal Neip^ 
perg his advice vhth regard to the operations against 
his allies, and recommended to him, particularly, to 
make Prince Lobkowitz join him with all his forces 
to strike a stroke before the allies should join ; and 
if he were successful, he insinuated little less than 
that he would take part with the queen ; but if she 
was still unlucky, he must look to himself. 
' " But, above all, he has recommended to every- 
body the greatest secrecy, and, in order to blind M: 
Valory, he desired me to write him a letter to hia 
camp, complaining of the bad success <A my endea* 
vours to bring aboutan accommodation, which should 
arrive with a trumpet while he was at dinner ; lliat 
ke would take care to have Valory with him, and 
would show him my lettn directly." 
- . The conditions of the agreement of the 9tb 
October are : — Neisse surrenders in fourteen daysi 
and the garrison is permitted to depart. After this 
the king remains inactive, taking no part, and con- 
tents himself with Lower Silesia and Neisse. A 
part of the Prussian army goes into winter quarters 
in Upper Silesia. There shall be no levy of contri- 
butions or of recruits, but forage shall be supplied. 
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Frem time to time, for the Babe of appearance, there 
duiB be some petty warfare. A complete treatj- 
■h^ be concluded, if possible, by the end of the 
year. 

The reasons which induced Frederick fo agree to 
dua annifltice are detailed by him in his History of 
his own Times*. He desired, above all things, not 
to found the preponderance of France on the ruin o£ 
Austria, and thereby become himself a dependent 
•errant, instead of an independent aUy. He wished 
to profit by the interralitoatrengthen his army, and 
knew that secret negotiations of Austria with France, 
«8 well as the blabbing of the secret which he had 
atrictlj recommended to be kept, would, in case of 
need, always afford him an opportunity and pretext 
to take other measures. 

' In truth, Frederick did not insist on this secrecy 
merely to lay a trap for the Aostrians, which, besides, 
they might have avoided ; but it was indeed abso- 
lutely necessary on account of the French and 
Bavarians. The secret was, however, already made 
knownf on the 21 st October. Count KhoveohilleT 
(how came he to know it ?) wrote it to Count Wratis- 
lav, who made it known at Dresden that peace was 
eoncluded between Prussia and Austria. Frederick 
was extremely angry at this, and insisted on a formal 
denial. At the same time, Golz wrote to Lord 
Hyndford : — " If Austria does not speedily conclude 
a complete peaee^ it will do itself the greatest injury, 
and the king, to whom his allies daily make greater 
offers, will not be k«ipt back any longer." Accords 



• (Eumi poitbumm, Tol. L p. 19G. 
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ingly, the king said soon after*, that if the qaeeB 
did not immediately conclude, he voold demand four 
duchies more, and not desist till he was entirely de- 
feated. 

At length information arrived that Maria Theresa 
had accepted the terms of the 9th Octoberf- Buta» 
no steps were taken, at the same time, to conclude a 
complete peace, and the secret had been everywhere 
made known, while the Saxons and Bavarians 
entered Bohemia and took Prague on the 26th' 
November, Frederick considered himself as no 
longer bound to exert himself to bring about a 
|)eaca On the Itith December, he declared that, as 
the court of Vienna had communicated the secret to 
all the European courts, ho was no longer bound by 
the convention of the 9th October. The court ^ 
Vienna denied alL iinmediste blame, and laid the 
fault on general reports and conversations; while 
Lord Hyndford, who saw his hopes disappointed, 
made the bitterest complaints of IVederick. 

" The king," he says, " aims only at his own in- 
terest, without any regular plan and system*." The 
latter part of tliis sentence is, however, in contradic- 
tion with the former ; for the system invariably and 
consistently followed by the king was, not to make 
the greatness and welfare of Prussia subordinate to 
the interests of Austria, France, or England. All the 
others did the same in their way, only in part with 
other forms and terms, and in the ancient diplomatic 
fashion. Lord Hyndford, a statesman of the old 
school, was much scandalized at this ; ho could not 
come to an understanding with a King of Prussia ; 

• Dlipkich of 9th NoTflmber, 1741, toL liu. 
f Diipaleh of 12th NoTcmW. X ^^^ 
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he conld Dot comprehend him, Wcause ho would no 
longer fi;u6*Gr himself, like a former Margrave of 
Brandenburg, to he kept in Icading-Btrings by 
France or ^England. "No ties," writes Lord Hynd- 
-ford*, " are strong enough to bind the king contrary 
to his own interests." He, however, attempted to 
effect this by new verbal Tepreeentations. Respect- 
ing this audience he writes, on 26th December, ia 
sabstance as follows : — 

"The king swd, I am sorry they have put it out 
of my power to be of service to them. If they had 
kept the secret, as they ought to have done for their 
own interest, I could have preserved for them Mo- 
ravia and the two Austrias, but it was cettiunly not 
my interest to let them keep Bohemia or Upper 
Silesia, for sooner or later they would have been 
very troublesome neighbours to me. But as to 
Moravia, they could not have had so easy access 
from thence. They have had a double view in di* 
vulging the secret : first, to malcc me suspected by 
my allies ; and next, by keeping some of the electors 
in suspense, they had conceived hopes of the imperial 
dignity, which neither France nor I could ever con- 
sent to. You see, my lord, I speak openly to you. 
They have been guilty of another folly in suffering 
Prj^uG to be taken under their nose, without risking 
a battle. If they had been successful, I do not know 
what I should have done. But now we have 130,000 
men against 70,000 of theirs, and it is to bo ima- 
gined wc should beat them, and they have nothing 
to do but submit, and to make as good a peace as 
-they can, for they have no hopes left since this revo- 

■ IMipBlch oflSlh D«ccmb«i, 1741. 
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lation in Muscovy, vliich has been brongbt ftboat bf 
Uie intrigues of the Frencli.'' 

When Lord Hyndford remarked, that France 
would not be inclined to establish in bim, an equally 
great power, of a di&rent religim, Frederidc aa- 
■wered, "As for the matter of rehgion, that is tlie 
least concern of princes!" "How," continued 
Hyndford, " if France and Sussia should agree, to 
what danger would the two powers lying betwe^ 
be exposed." — "When that happens," answered 
Frederict, " we must do as well as we can." — " Sup- 
pose," continued the ambassador, " Austria should 
publish the convention of the Sth October, and re- 
present it in the worst light t" " If they do so, they 
.^ould only expose their own folly and weakness, in 
spoiUng their own game, and perhaps they would 
not be beheved." 

" Upon thenhcde," said Lord Hyndford, "there 
is nothing to be done with this prince, while his 
affairs go on so successfully," 



CHAPTEE XV. 

Frwh ComplamU of Byndfoid againtt Fndeiick— BD^uh Hedi- 
Wion— Victory of Cuitaa— Peace of BreiUu and BoUb— Com- 
plaint! orUariaXbeKaar—TarrDriDPari*— Frcderick'ajuitificatioii 
of hi* Conduct. 

In the following dispatches of Hyndford, he persists 
in his partial view, and gives vent to his feelings in 
complaints of Frederick*. " It is inconceivable," he 

■ Sfatte-papn OStet, Fnina, to), lii. 
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writes OD the 2d Jaouary, 17^ from Berlin, "faolir 
much he is hated in this place by people of all da- 
fteea, for his avance and penurj. He pays nobody; 
the tiade^>eople employed by the court are starving, 
and he has stmck off one half of the pensionB left 
Xf the late Icing to his children and the other 
princes ofhis&mily, and the other half is extremely 
ill paid." 

Iiihisdi^>atchofthe9th January, he Bays, "Upon 
aU occasions he declares his disregard of treaties 
and guarantees, and the opinion that no &ith or 
ties should bind a prince any longer when be is 
in a condition to break them to his advanti^e* ;" 
and on the 30th January, " From tbe occurrences, 
the changeable disposition, and the pusillanimity of 
the king at the least misfortune, some alteration of 
conduct may be hoped. Prayers, entreaties, and 
joM expostidations will never hare any effect upon 
him-^." 

The hopes of the king certainly increased with 
good reason^, and in a dispatch of Hyndford of the 
12th of February, the cession of all Silesia and the 
county of Glatz was spoken of. In the course of 
May, tbe negotiations with tbe court of Vienna were 
very active, and the king caused 100,000 dollars to 
be offered to Hyndford if peace should be concluded 
&B he desired. Xbis offer was, bowerer, refused. 

On the 17th May, Hyndford writes :~" The king 
will not enter into the Austrian plan, immediately 

* Respacting hii ^ociplM tooctuiig thi> point, ths king hai 
■ta&ctotily cxpl«n«d himMlf in tha imtodudtoii to the Hiftor; of 
hii TuDM. I nfei tha retdet to it 

t Ditf^di at Sd FcteMtjr. 
I (Ebtim Foctb., vol. tiii. p. 170* 
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to make war upon hts allies." Instead of finding 
thiB very natural and just, like a true statesman, 
Hjndford agiun gives vent to his ill humoar, an4 
cxclaimB, " ^Vb&t dependence is to be had upon a 
prince who has neither truth, honour, nor rehgion ?-<- 
who looks upon treaties as upon matrimony, to bind 
fools, and who turns into ridicule the most sacied 
things? — who has no resolution, no settled plan, 
and will not ask advice, but orders everything from 
his own head, and prefers the smallest present ad- 
vantage to the most solid, lasting, future benefits ?" 

And. the same Hyndford, who fancied that he had 
hereby fully appreciated, or rather degraded, a man 
like Frederick, writes in another dispatch*: — " As 
we have to do with a court which is now known to 
all the world to have no principles but those of 
■chicane a-ud ftmrberies, they must be paid in their 
own coin. Thus far I played the comedian, in order 
to extort from the king a sort of confession of his 
having been in the wrong." 

On the 20th May, Lord Carteret communicated 
to Mr. Robinson at Vienna a passage from a secret 
instruction of Frederick for his ambassador in JLon- 
don|. It says: " If Queen Maria Theresa can ho 
induced to grant me advantageous terms, such as I 
have communicated to Lord Hyndford, without re- 
quiring me to make war on my present allies, I am 
ready to agree. A defenaive alliance between no 
and the maritime powers will be the first fiuit of it." 

On the 23d May (five days after Hj-ndford had so 
aevercly blamed the principles and the exorbitant 



■ Diapatdiea of the 2Slh July end ZOth Anpiit, 1743. 
f Statt-papei OfBcc, Au»tlin, Tol. c»lii. 
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demands of Fredericlc), he writes* : — " TIic queen of 
Hungary is in the wrong not to accede to the king's 
demands; I think she should be the less averse 
to make those temporary cessions, as they are 
extorted by force, after a repeated breach of faith 
on his side ; for no power in heaven or earth could 
blame the house of Austria for using the lex taliont's, 
in endearounng to reconquer those countries when 
it can find an opportunity." 

Frederick's victory at Czaslau, on the 17th May, 
1742, contributed not a littlq, to induce Maria The- 
resa to j-ield. The preliminaries of peace wore con- 
cluded at Brcslau on the lllh June, and the definitive 
peace at Berlin on the 28th July, by which Sitesia 
and Glatz were ceded. "The grief of Maria The- 
resa," writes Robinson on the 19th Junej, "is very 
great; all evils appear to her trifling in comparison 
with the cession of Silesia. The fairest jewel of her 
crown, she says, is broken off. Upon this occasion she 
forgets the queen, and when she sees a Silesian she 
Eanlts into the woman, by bursting almost into tears." 

This grief was certainly more natural, more noble 
and just, than the lamentations of the French go- 
vernment that Frederick would not blindly fall into 
their plans for changing the face of Europe. The 
English ambassador writes from Paris, on the 4th 
July, 1742 J : — " The news of the peace concluded 
between Prussia and Austria made a very strong 
impression. M. Bellcislc, they said, fainted away, and 
the cardinal burst into tears. The king, who has as 
much command of his countenance as most people, 

■ SUte-papn Office, FruMio, loL Ivi. 
I Ibid., AuidiiB, ToL uliT. 
I lUdq Fnaee, toI. xcii. 
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could not help nhowing soniG concern ; and the 
whole court was thunderstruck. But they have 
endeavoured to hide as much from the world ss 
possible. They say it was no more than what they 
apprehended from the beginning." 

" The cardinal votes warmly, but almost alone, tot 
peace*. They are in want of money, but take bad 
means to obtain it." 

The Austrian ministers were not eatisfied with 
the English mediationf, and thought that it tended 
to raise Prussia and Sardinia at the expense of Maria 
Theresa. Count Stelfeld hinted that the queen's 
absolute resolution was taken, at all hazards, to 
direct things to the single end of destroying the 
French.J 

The king has fully refuted, in the History of his 
Times§, the reproaches which were made him for the 
conclusion of the treaty at Berlin. The following 
passage, from a confideotial letter to Jordan, may 
have a place herel|: — 

" I trouble myself but little about the foolish 
jargon of the pubhc, and appeal to all the doctors of 
law, and of political morality, whether, after having 
done, humanly speaking, all that depends upon me 
to fulfil my engagements, I am obliged not to depart 
firom them, when I see, on the one hand, an ally who 
does not actj on the other, an ally who acts badly; 
and when, in addition, I apprehend being abandoned, 
on the first ill success, by means of a patched-up 

* IK«{wtch of lit Aiigud. 

f SUle^jvn OBIce, Auitm, vol. czlir. Diipateh of 3d Julj; 

j Ibid. Diipateh at 36lli Sepl«nb«t. 

§ Sinn* P««th., L eh^. 6 and 9. 

II Ibid., Tiii. 193. Ob Uh CoajiainU tgaiiMt tin Vniah, p. 183'. 
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peace, by the strongest and most powerful of my 
allies f I ask, if in a case when I foresee the ruin of 
my army, the exhausting of my treasury, the loss of 
tny conquests, the depopulation of my state — in a 
word, all the misfortunes to nbich the chance of war 
and the duplicity of politicians expose a prince — I 
asli if, in such a case, a sovereign has not good 
grounds to secure himself from a certain shipwreck, 
or evident danger, by a prudent retreat ? 

In the ease of a private person, only his individnal 
advantage is in question ; he ought constantly to 
sacrifice it to the good of society. Thus, the rigid 
observance of morality is his duty, the rule being, it 
is better that one man should suffer, than that a 
whole people should perish. In a sovereign, the 
advantage of a great nation is his object ; it is his 
duty to promote it; to attain it, he ought to sacri- 
fice himself, and much more bis engagements, when 
they begin to be contrary to the welfare of his 
people*. 

* Similar grounda puteil Piuiiia from FiuaCB in 1313. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Aauia— French anil Snedith Inlrigupf— Ostennami'i CluracUr— 
ApprehennoDi of Eliiubetli'iPlani — Falsa Confidence — Lcalocq — 
Chelar^e—Intrihitei— Madcmoiielle Julia Mcnf^cn—CIianiFlei of 
the R^^nt and fail Conurt — DiiagmmeDt betwem them — Sliia- 
beth'a Diapantion and Lova of Pleasuic — Diipoaition of the Old 
Huaaioiii— BIHli-day of IvrnitIII.--The Chiefor the Doa Cosiacti 
—The Birth-day of Eliiebeth— Present i to her— The Poriian Am- 
baitadoi— Fall of the Regent and of Iwan III — KUinlialh pro- 
claimed EmpreH — Arieiti — Punishmanta — Klevntionof LeBtoc9 — 
InSueDce and Conduct of Chetordie — Rewards and Acrogance ot 
the Body Guaid — Proceedings sgunst Osterniaan, MUnnicb, Ac. — 
Cruelly nnd Injiis'iee of Ihe Procrediocs — Participation and Re- 
vengeful Si-ititofthe Empren — Sentence of the Aceuied — Conduct 
of Oaterraann andMUnnich — The Arciralof the Duke of Holstein — 
Ha ii baptiud, and nominated Siicceuor to Ihe Throne— Court 
Inlrigues— Moral! and Conduct of Rlixabeth— Neglect of tba Go- 
Temmenl — Apprebenaious for the future. 

Having brouglit down my communications respect- 
ing the history of central Europe to a convenient 
Testing-place, namely, the peace of Berlin, it is ne- 
cessary to return to the north, and give further ex- 
tracts from the dispatches of the English ambassa- 
dor Finch. He writes from St. Petersburg, on the 
21 st June, 1741*: — "I made various communica- 
tions to Count Ostermann respecting the Swedish 
and French intrigues. He pretended ignorance, as 
he indeed always draws back in moments of diffi- 
culty. Thus, for instance, he was taken with the 
gout in the right hand, when, on the death of Peter 
II., ho was to sign the document for limiting the 

* St ale^per Office, Rotaia, toL xxz. 
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power of the emperor. He is a falr-wcathor pilot, 
who in storms keeps under hatches, and will always 
lay by when the Government is not settled. 

" The Prince of Brunswick was more open ; ho 
confessed that they had strong Buspicions tliat some- 
thing was carrying on by the French ambassador 
and Mr. Nolkcn. His highness owned that the close 
connexion with the Princess Elizabeth's surgeon, 
the Hanoverian Lcstocq, under pretence of being 
his physician, had been taken notice of. That I^ 
Chetardie often goes to the Princess Elizabeth, 
even by night, and in disguise ; and as there was 
no indication of gallantry in the case, the motives 
must have been political. The prince added, that if 
that princess's conduct should clearly appear equi- 
vocal, she would not be the first in Russia who bad 
been shut up in a monastery, which (I believe) of all 
things in the world would not please her, and might 
be also a dangerous expedient, for she has not ono 
bit of nun's flesh about her, and she is extremely well 
beloved and very popular. 

" It was high time to dismiss the intolerable 
Miinnich, who had already again paid visits to the 
Princess Elizabeth, and was tliinking of a new revo- 
lution. The prince related that he had caused the 
marshal to be watched strictly for several nights 
after his dismissal, and in case he should go out of 
an evening, and steer his course towards the Princess 
Elizabeth, have him seized either dead or alive. 

" At length, however, Ostennann went bo far into 
the matter as to ask mc whether I thought it advis- 
able to arrest Lcstocq 7 I replied, he must know 
better than I, and have more proofs in hand ; for 
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tbftt without them, he being bo closely attached to 
Princess Elizabeth, who makes use of him u her 
body physician, such a step must be a very sensiUe 
morti^cation . to her highness, and might lead to a 
too prem ature discovery of the motives of it Oster- 
mann agreed to this, andladded that, in ordernotto 
give offence, I had avoided any intimate acquaintance 
with Lestocq, but had been sometimes to his house. 
Thereupon Count Ostermann advised me to invite 
him to dinner, that he loved a good glass of wine, 
and might perhaps open himself. To this I made 
no answer, for I believe that if ambassadors are 
reckoned to be spies for their masters, they are not 
spies for others. Nor does my health allow me 
iorquere mero. 

" The future is uncertain ; the regent Anne ap- 
pears to have understanding, penetration, good 
nature, and humanity, but she is certainly of too 
retired a temper. She suffers when she is in public, 
passes the greatest part of her time in her favourite 
Mademoiselle Mcngdcn's apartments, surronnded 
by that lady's relations. Mademoiselle Mengden's 
sister married M&nnich's son ; the favourite is with- 
out great parts or malice, but the regent is so 
extremely attached to her, that the passion of a 
lover for a new mistress is a jest to it. 

" It would be better if the regent oflener appeared 
in public, with a little more affability, to which the 
people of this court have been used in former times, 
and would be infinitely taken with at present. On 
■the other hand, the Princess Elizabeth is exceedingly 
obliging, affable, and by consequence very muck 
personally beloved. She has, besides, the advantage 
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«f being the daughter of Peter I. Nay, on the lata 
arrest of the Duke of Courland, many believed that 
H was for their mother (Malzka) Elizabeth. 

" Should the young emperor die, and then a con- 
test break out between Anne and Elizabeth, afTairs 
would be in a very critical state ; and because the 
latter might perhaps never have any children, all 
eyes would be tamed upon her nephew Peter (after- 
wards Peter III.) At all events, it would be advis- 
able to treat Elizabeth with prudence, not to offend 
her in any way, and supply her with sufficient money. 
For, as she is addicted to her pleasures, she will 
squander all the money she can get upon them; 
which may not only lessen her character, and of 
course diminish her popularity, but also, while she 
is not pinched in her extravagances, we may say of 
her, as Shakspeare's Julius Csesar says, ' Her high- 
ness will be too &t to be in a plot' 

" The nobles who have any thing to lose are 
mostly for that which actually is, and go with the 
stream. Most of thera are inveterate Russians, and 
only violence and superior force hinder them from 
returning to the old course. For there is not one 
of them who would not wish Petersburg at the bot- 
tom of the sea, and all the conquered provinces at 
the devil, so they could but remove to Moscow; 
where, by being in the neighbourhood of their estates, 
they conld live in greater splendour and with less 
expense. They will have nothing to do with Europe. 
They hate all foreigners, and would, at the most, 
■«nly employ them in war, and then get rid of them. 
They equally ahominate all voyages by sea, and 
would rather be sent to the very worst part of 
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Siberis than on board a fleet The clergy have much 
influence, and give indications which announce un- 
easiness and embarrassment to the present govera- 
uient. 

; " The Prince of Brunswick wants a certain dignity 
in his behaviour, and more experience in business ; 
however, he learns in Ostcrmann's school, and be- 
haves with more mildness than before, for instancCf 
to the Duke of Courland. 

" On the I'ith August*, the birth-day of the 
young emperor, everybody was at court, in gala in 
the morning, to make their compliments to the 
regent ; and at last the young monarch was brought 
in Mademoiselle Julia Mcngdcn's arms, for whom 
he has taken a great affection. She carried him 
through all the apartments, and every time she 
called majesty he put out his little hand to be kissed. 
The whole court was extremely delighted with his 
beauty, healthful look and behaviour, as ho himself 
seemed to be with the crowd he saw. Afterwards 
the Princess Elizabeth, the Prince of Severn, &c. 
dined together; and in the evening there was a ball, 
fireworks, &c. 

" In tlie midst of European fetes, ceremonies, dis- 
putes about precedence and the like, there appeared, 
by way of change, a chief of the Don Cossacks, 
named Kiosno Tzockin : that is, red cheeks. He is 
turned of seventy, but has a great deal of desperate 
brutal courage. He lias knocked off several score 
of his prisoners' heads ; sometimes in cold blood, 
sometimes in drunken &ts, but alwaj's, as he says, 

■ DitpaUh or 2Glb August. 
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to beep his hand in ; and has been wonnded all over 
his body ; on which occasions he only makes use of 
haman fat by outward application, and invardlya 
glass of brandy*. 

" I again turned the conversation on the French 
intrigues, and Ostennann answered, ' The Princess 
Elizabeth's sentiments of love and affection to Bussia 
were too great to allow her to give in to any such 
projects.' 

" Tlio birthday of the princess f was celebrated. 
The regent presented her a very fine jewel for her 
hur, iron] the young sovereign, and from herself a 
complete tea equipage in gold. 

" Tho regent is jealous of her power, and will not 
give up any part of it to her husband J . Thus dis- 
cord reigns among those who are at the head of 
aSurs : Golofkin is against Ostennann and the 
foreigners, Elizabeth against Ostennann, the regent 
against Ostermann, &c. 

" As the Persian ambassador did not pay a visit 
to the Princess Elizabeth, she took this very much 
amisa, and laid the blame upon Ostermann, but at 
the same time declared her attachment to the czar 
and the regent. The warmth and spirit with which 
she spoke on this occasion struck and surprized every 
body ; and it is supposed that the grand duchess's 
visit to her highness on the 11th October, in tho 
afternoon, was in order to calm her. 

" A Russian party is forming here under the direc- 
tion of the Austrian ambassador Botta, and count 

* Diipatch of 12th September. State-pspM Office, Ruirikt 

t Kipatch of 16th Se{itcmber. t Ibid., I3lh October, 
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' Golofltin, against Ostennaim and the duke *, and 
the regent is mostly on their side. 

Amidst this wavering, this internal disunion, Hub 
want of prominent characters, there needed only a 
bold venture to bring about a new revolution in the 
Russian fashion. Th£ English ambassador Knch 
^ves the following account in his dispatch of the 
26th November : — 

" The Princess Elizabeth, who is universally be- 
loved and adored in this country, went yesterday 
morning, at one o'clocli, to the barracks of the Preo- 
braczcnski guards, accompanied only by one of her 
chamberlains, Woronzow, Mr. Lestocq, and iSx. 
Swarz, who I think is her secretary ; and putting 
herself at the head of 300 grenadiers, with thrfr 
bayonets screwed, and grenadoes in their pockets, 
she marched directly to the court, where, after having 
made the proper dispositions, and possessed herself 
of the different avenues, she seized the young moa- 
arch and his little sister in their beds, the grand 
duchess and the duke in their beds, and sent them 
all, with the favourite Julia Mengden, to her house. 
The princess immediately after ordered Mflnnich, 
Ostcrmann, Golofkin, young Count MQnnich, and 
several others, to be arrested. 

" After all these orders had been executed with 
^he greatest expedition, the princess returned to 
her own house, whither almost everybody in town 
immediately resorted, and before which the regiment 
of horse guards, and the three regiments of foot, 
were drawn up, and she was unanimously declared 

* Diipatch of I4tb No<emb«T. 
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Sovereign of Bostda, and the oath of fidelity takea to 
ber. About seven she took possession of the winter 
palace, upon which the cannon were fired, &c. 
- " This revolution was accompanied by a series of 
appointments and arreets, liberations, Iwnishmenta. 
and confiscations. There is no describing the inso- 
lence of the gnards, since the last event, especially 
of those who were actors in it, to whom court is psidi 
as if they were masters here, which they think themr 
■elves, and perhaps with too much reason. 

" Ostermaan does not behave with the same in- 
trepidity as MUnnich. The French ambassador 
still continues prime minister*. Great court is paid 
to him; he publicly kisses and is kiseed by the 
Janissaries in Uie drawing-room. 

" On the empress's birth-day there were balls, 
illuminations, &c. She has declared M. Lestocq 
her body physician, mth a pension of 7000 rubles a 
yearf, and the charge of actual privy councillor, 
irbich gives him the rank of a genend-iu-chief. He 
is to have the direction of the medical college. Her 
majesty gave him also her picture set in jewels of 
the valne of 20,000 rubles, which he wears about his 
neck with a blue ribbon. His wife was at court in 
the morning in a Btiff-bodied gown, and at a ball in 
the evening, where everybody thought themselves 
exceedingly happy in the honour of dancing with 
her. 

" Her majesty has declared the 300 grenadiers her 
life company; the private men are all to have the 
rank of lieutenants ; the corporals and setjeants, of 

■ Divatch of 16th of DMmntMC f Diipatch of 1 9tti Dee. 
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captains and majors ; and the six who hod the great- 
est share in the lato affair, lieutcnant-coloBcU ; the 
ensign, brigadier ; the two second-heutenanU, of ma- 
jor- generals, and the first-lieutenant, of a lieutenant- 
general. They arc to be quartered in houses which 
her m^esty has bought for that purpose just by the 
palace. She herself is to be captain, and has ordered 
her grenadier's cap and amazon dress to be made, to 
appear at their head. 

" The commission of state prisoners meets at the 
court palace. Her majesty is constantly at the 
Tribune, where she can see and hear everything 
without being seen, as she says, to prevent favour or 
injustice. TJiis declaration, with the general confis- 
catioDs previous to any hearing in defence, cannot 
be reconciled but by the constant practice of this 
court on such occasions. They speak also of the 
apphcation of the knout to the prisoners. 

" Miinnich was before the inquisition, for there is 
nothing in this country, at least in such cases, which 
deserves the name of court of justice. He told the 
commissioners to their face, that he was not mora 
guilty than they. Lestocq's ordinary discourse i* 
a continued egotism. I proposed, ordered, this and 
that. So, too, he says, he has appointed an ambas- 
sador to London." 

The following extracts arc from the dispatches 
of the year 1742* : — " The proceedings against the 
prisoners continue ; it is impossible to conceive the 
inhumanity of the commissionrav towards the un- 
fortunate prisoners, wliich grows worse and worse. 



edt^Cooglc 



1742.] PUN18BHBNT OP OSTBBHAMM, &C. 133 

and, it is said, by the express commandB of those 
■who are present to prevent iDJustice. But it is to be 
fcared that {Hivate piques and personal revenge 
preroil where they might be least expected, and are 
least becoming. 

" One of the new lieutenants afiirmed that field- 
marshal MQnnich had told him, on the nightly at- 
tack of the Duke of Courland, that it was intended 
to place the Princess Elizabeth on the throne. 
Miinnich denied this, and upon the conirontation, 
the lieutenant offered to receive the knout, provided 
that, if he maintained this assertion under that 
torture, the old iield-marshal should undergo it in 
his turn ; who, rather than be exposed to that in- 
dignity, owned the accusation ; however, made it so 
appear, (o those who certainly knew, that the great 
duchess herself desired the officers and soldiers that 
accompanied Miinnich on that expedition to follow 
his orders. 

" The new counsellors do notagree together*, and 
the empress thinks ill of their heads, and still worse 
of their hearts. I know not one here, who would pass 
for a tolerably honest man in another country. 

" A subaltern officer was sent after the deposed 
crar and his parents, to give one of the great 
duchess's chambermaids the knout, without saying 
why, and immediately returned." 

ARer the inquiry, as it was called, into the con- 
duct of the prisoners, was ended, the ambassador re- 
lates, on the 19th of February : — " Count Osterinann, 
Miinnich, Golofkin, President Mengden, the high 
steward liiiwenwolde, and the secretary Jacoblitz, 

• D'upatchof tlwSthof Jaaituf. 
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were yesterday bronglit to the scaffi>1dbie&ire'tlM 
college. Fint of all, about ten o'clock, Oatermxim, 
whom Etintbeth hated the most, was carried m ■ 
diair, vhen the enumeration of the crimei laid to 
his chai^, containing five sheets of paper, was read 
to him by a secretary. His excellency stood all that 
tune bareheaded, in his grey hairs, and with a long 
beard, and widL an attentive but firm countenaiice, 
listening to it. At hist his sentence was pronounced, 
i^ch as I hear was, to be broke on the whed 
However, no preparations for so terrible an execn- 
tion were there: instead of them, there were two 
Uocks with axes by them ; and he was immediately 
drawn forward, out of his chair, by the soldiers, and 
his head laid on one of the blocks, when the execu- 
tioner approached, and unbuttoning the collar of his 
shirt, and night-gown he had on, laid bare his neck; 
the ceremony took up about a minute, whrai it was 
declared to him that his capital punishment was by 
her majesty changed into perpetual banishment; 
when, after having made a sort of inclination of fais 
head, he immediately said (and these were the only 
words^ he uttered), ' Pray give me my wig and cap 
again ;' which he immediately put on, and then but- 
toned his shirt-collar and night-gown without the 
least change in his countenance. 

" The sentence of the other five who stood bdow, 
was also read to them ; Munnich was to be quartered, 
«nd the others beheaded, but the change into 
banishment was as soon declared to each. The 
four had all long beards ; but the field-marshal was 
shaved, well dressed, and with as erect, intrepid, and 
unconcerned a countenance, as if he had been at the 
head of an army or at a review. And &om the 
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T«Ty beginaing of his process, lie has &iwsyB belmred 
ia the same manner before his judges, and in Iob 
way from the citadel and back ; he always aflected 
to joke with his g^rds, and constantly told then, 
that in some actions before the enemy, when he had 
iiad the honour to command them, they had thought 
him a brave man, and they should find him so to 
'Ae end. 

*'Munnich manifested the same firmness in taking 
leave of his family*." 

" Upon this occasion, those whose humanity and 
generosity lead them rather to insult than to pity 
people in ^stress, affect to talk much of the provi- 
dence of God and His divine judgments, which I 
believe it would better become them to adore, than 
to pretend to penetrate ; besides that it would be 
more naturri for them to reflect seriously on which 
of them the lot may fall next !" 

As the succeeding dispatches of the ambassador 
seldom touch upon important subjects, I will exiraet 
some detached passages, which appear to be not 
uninteresting. 

" The Duke of Holstein arrived here on the 5th 
February. He is little for his age, but was received 
with solemnity, andthe whole court kissed his handf. 
The empress is governed by prejudice, passion, and 
revenge." 

Mr. Wich, ihe successor of the ambassador Finch, 
accompanied the empress to Moscow^, of which he 
says, " It is the most disagreeable and the dirtiest 
place I ever was in. The French," he continues, 

• Dupach of a»tk Jwmuy. f Diapakh of <tli Febniuy. 
t DiipatchM of Mth ftud 27th May, and 7th of Juni. 



edt^Cooglc 



136 FREDKRICK II. AND HIS TIMES. [CH. ZVI. 

" Spend much money in Russia. The High Chaa- 
cellor Cserkaski is indolent, the two brothers 
Bcstuchcff arc timid. As the empress is fond of 
hunting, and is generally very tired in the evening, 
the ministers often have no opportunity to make 
their reports to her*." " To-day, the 7th Novem- 
ber, 1742. the Duke of Holstcin was anointed and 
baptized at Moscow, by the name of Peter Fedorowitz. 
The ceremony was performed by the Archbishop of 
Novgorod, assisted by several bishops; and after 
that prelate had made a short oration to the duke, 
and his highness had repeated the confession uf faith, 
he received the sacrament The Czarina declared 
him her successor, and conferred on him the title 
of Great Duke of Russia. 

" The proposal to place Peter on the Swedish 
throne was rejected, and interest made for tlie Duke- 
administrator of Holstein. 

" I brought IxiBtocq to a reconciliation with Messrs. 
Bestucheff, and prevailed on him to take a pension 
from his majesty the king of England, of yearly 
600/.'!' He was highly gratified, promised much, 
but at the same time is paid by France. The em- 
press hates and fears the king of Prussia. 

" The Russian nobles love above all things to 
live at their ease, and to tyrannise over their miserable 
boors, who are the greatest slaves in tho world. 

" I am informed that they intend at Paris to choose 
the handsomest young nobleman^ they can find in 

• State-pBp«r OScB,Sunis,ToLizsiT. Difpatctui* of 21atOttobn 
and 7lh Nuvember. 
t Diipalcliraaf 22iul NoTemtwr uid l&th DMCmbtT. 
t Dupiitchneri6lh Dectmbn, 1742, ud 3nd Jiilj, 1743, loL 
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France, and send him hither as ambassador. This 
is not a bad scheme, and they may found g;Teat hopes 
thereupon. 'A younger man and a new face,' says 
Wicli, ' will do perfectly well at this court.' 

" The empress frequently appears in man's clothes, 
and the ornament of the garter would, I am sure, 
please her above all things*. This government is 
neither right settled nor sound at the bottom, and 
mil be always liable to fluctuations and sudden 
revolutions, and if the Czarina does not change her 
conduct, and apply herself, more than she has hitherto 
done, to the internal affairs of the empire and 
foreign affairs, she will sink in the opinion of her 
people ; making but an indifferent figure at home, 
and none at all abroad. Never a princess in Europe 
came to the throne with greater appearances of 
making a glorious liguro in Europe, and Providence 
has sufficiently endowed her with aX\ the qualifications 
and talents which are necessary to make her beloved 
and respected by her subjects and other nations. 
But her attention to her pleasures spoils all, and will 
at the end produce irreparable mischief." 

' DisiMitclm fTiiih Jsniiiry anil Zthli April, l'J3, vol. iKXvi. 



edt^Cooglc 



PRIU>BB1CK II. AKD RI8 TIMES. [CH. JSlh 



CHAPTER XVn. 

t'ndnkk anil Lord Hf ndford od the State of Public \f&\n--Rfiii- 

■ ford'j Prejudice! — Frederick's FnigBlity— The Anny — The Reeniib- 

iag 8r*t«n — Frederick II. and CheilM VU — FndetiA hmI 

Austrae— Hyodrord agunat Frederick— The King** Baillery, Ac- 

ttrity, and Keiene — PripuatioDt lor War. 

Ik coneequenoe of the treaties of peace of Breslau 
and Bertin, Frederick II. withdrew from the theatre 
of war ; he continued however to be a very attentive 
observer of the progress of events, and was by no 
means without influence on them. He undoubtedly 
■aw clearer on some points than Lord Hyndford, 
who was still unable to comprehend tiie king, or to 
come to a right understanding with him. I But^oin 
various particulars from his dispatches, according to 
the order of time. 

On the 4th of August, 1742, he writes to Lord 
Carteretj the new minister for foreign affairs* : — " I 
presented to the king the preliminaries of peace 
guaranteed by England ; this led to various politi- 
cal conversations, and then I said, ' Queen Maria 
Theresa will now cede nothing more to anybody.' 
The King. — 'But do you think the queen will restore 
Bavaria ?' ' I can make no doubt of it, if the 
emperor will quit the French alliance, and act like an 
emperor of Germany.' He seemed ^reeably sur- 
prised with this, and again asked me, ' Are you sure 
of this ?' I replied, that it was beyond doubt; and 
I further added, that if bis Prussian majesty would 

■ Stat»i>apet Office, toU Ivii. 
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assist in the taking eometliiiig from the French, I 
was of opinion that the king mj master, and the 
other pHnces of Germany, would be wiUing to give 
it to the emperor. My lord, I ventured to go thi« 
length, in order to know whether hie majesty would 
take a part in the war, but he waved this proposal. 

" The king seems still ta apprehend that sooner or 
later the house of Austria will endeavour to recon- 
quer Silesia." 

Nothing was more natural than that the king 
neither assented to this strange proposal, nor suffered 
himself to be pumped in so palpable a manner. On 
the Ist of August, Lord Hyndford writes, still 
more strangely : — " If the king could be touched, and * 
would be coatented to act a second part, as the 
house of Brandenbui^ has always done, he would 
be worthy of his weight in the balance of power." 
Even in 1740, it would have been absurd to think 
of determining and fixing for ail future time the 
weight of a margrave of Brandenburg : but now, 
after the conquest of Silesia, to think of considering 
and estimating the state of things according to 
the antiquated standard, was an egregious mistake, 
which prevented an impartial view of other matters. 
Thus Lord Hyndford writes .-' — " He is augmenting 
his army every day, and spares even from the 
decency of his court equipage, from the acts of com- 
mon generosity and even humanity, to turn every 
shilling to his military chest. As to his ministers, 
they may be honest, able, and well-meaning people, 
but they neither can nor dare to do anything what- 
soever without particular instructions, and are even 
disavowed sometimes for what they have s^d or done 
by authority." 

L),;l.z,ill.,G00g[e 
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" Count Podewils," writes Myndford on the 8th 
September*, " is in need of money, and will take it, 
if cautiously and secretly offered, to confirm him in 
the right way of thinkings and in fact this is the 
right way of working at this court." While Hynd- 
ford here brings heavy charges in general, he forgets 
that a few days before he described the ministers 
EB honest men. 

As early as the 10th September, the king of 
England grants " 1000/. to the gentleman you men- 
tion." As this cannot he an answer to the dispatch 
6f the 8th September, it is uncertain for whom this 
Bum was inteadcd : nay, from a letter of the 22nd 
of June 1743, Podewils appears to hav« received 
nothing, and on the 10th July 1743, much surprise is 
expressed in London, that Hyndford had kept that 
sum so long in his hands, and wished now to employ 
it for other purposes. 

Hyndford thinks it very petty and mean that the 
king at a christening, at the house of one of his 
aides-de-camp, gave the nurse only eight dollars ; 
but when the king made him a present of 10,000 
dollars, he thought it very proper+. 

On the lOlh September, Frederick declared that 
if England began an offensive war against France, 
he did not think himself hound to take a part in 
it, and bring the principal burthen upon himself. 
Several of the English were very angry at this, for 

• state-paper Onca,PruMU,Tol.iiiTiu. 

f Diipateli of the 16th September and 6tb OdolMr. Pnpeilj 
■pesklDg, the quiutlon here ii ODlf of piewnte, (uch u ace uaual in 
foreigu nej^liations. la a diapalcli of the lat December, on tha 
other head, Hyndfurd mentioiu, that be had obtaiDcd, for motie;, 
lecrel iafonnatiau Tcapcdioft tbo PtiuiUq ftoaneet. 
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in this case the defensive allianeo to be concluded 
availed them nothing; and on the 6tli October, 
Hyndford wrote to the English minister for foreign 
afisirs : — " The British ministers may know how far 
they can depend upon this faithless and ungrateful 
prince." But was it not very natural that the Iting 
would not make war, and conclude or maintain 
peace, for France or England, but for himself? Be- 
sides, his victories, not English generosity, had 
giuned him Silesia. 

In the same spirit of discontent, Hyndford wrote 
on the 3rd October and 1st December: — "The king 
has reduced the salaries; there is nothing but 
misery and complaints in the whole country. The 
army is chieSy composed of the -dregs of others; 
and there is general discontent that the pay has not 
been increased, as promised." There were, doubt- 
less, as many complaints at that time as at other 
periods; but Frederick justly abolished sinecures, 
and reserved his moderate resources for great and 
general purposes , Every system of recruiting too, 
as is now seen in England, has its dark side ; but 
if the Prussian army had been without a nucleus of 
native warriors, enthusiastically attached to their 
king and country, bow could it have been capable of 
the heroic deeds which even its adversaries admire ? 

In a dispatch of the 18th December, 1742, Lord 
Hyndford gives an account of another audience. 
" The king," he said, "complained of the unfavour- 
able situation of the emperor. England might 
make war with France at its pleasure, but he must 
prevent further confasion in Germany, and if it were 
necessary to draw the sword, it would be better 
to-day than to-morrow. Ho then added, " Would it 

Dgilizedt^COOglC 
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not be much better foT tbe Iting of Soglanct, wIm^ 
as elector, gave his voice for the choice of this em- 
peror, to detach htm from the French, to whom he 
ie under a necessity of having recourse, than to 
make war against the head of the empire, as I 
know he would now be satisfied with \etj moderate 
conditions V 

After Hyndford had set forth the reasons for 
which England supported the Austrians, and en- 
deavoured to expel the French, the king continued : 
— " Hear, my lord ! I do not care what becomes of 
the French ; but I cannot suffer the emperor to be 
ruined nor dethroned; and if the king your master 
will open himself to me, with relation to the emperor, 
I know he may be detached irom the French, and 
then of course they must quit the empire the best 
way they can." When Hyndford made many diffi- 
culties, the king said, "Bavaria is ready to conclude 
without the French, in fourteen days." When 
Hyndford asked, " How?" the king answered, " I do 
not propose that the queen of Hungary should yield 
anything, hut that the emperor should have Bavaris 
restored to him, and that the empire should consent 
to the secularization of some bishoprics for his use ; 
for his country is so ruined, and he reduced bo low, 
that he has hardly wherewithal to support himself!" 
I took the liberty to say, that indeed his Prussian 
majesty has taken care to choose a very convenieDt 
emperor for himself, who would not soon be in a 
condition to be troublesome to him. This produced 
some mirth on his Prussian majesty's part, who said, 
" It was as convenient for the other princes of Ger- 
many as for himself;" and I added, " Tes, if ihey 
were all equally powerful." 
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" The emperor," continues the ambaasador, " had 
informed the king, with the utmoat secrecy, through 
the chevalier Roeec, that he was ready to separate 
entirely from France, and therehy prepare the way 
for a general peace." 

Hyndford concludes his dispatch with a remark 
which is at least very questionable : — " That if Frede- 
rick were to make war for the emperor and France, 
a great part of his generals and soldiers would aban- 
don him, on account of ill treatment, and through 
hatred of the French." 

In a subsequent dispatch of the 20th December, 
the ambassador writes : — " I spoke to the king at a 
ball, after he had taken, I suppose, a good deal of 
wine; he s^d, 'I hear that English troops are 
going to the Bhine ; in this case they will have to 
do with me, for I will not suffer foreign troope to 
enter the empire, and disturb its tranquillity. They 
may make war on the French in Lorraine or else^ 
where : but if they pass the Rhine, I shall be obliged 
to oppose them, and all the princes of the empire will 
do the same. Will your master make war against 
the emperor? I would have him remember that 
Hanover is at a very little distance from me, and 
that I can enter when I please.' At the end be 
said, ' Means may he found to settle the affairs of 
the emperor, if the king your master does not 
march his troops into the empire.' 

"The king," adds the ambassador, "talks like a 
madman wi^i regard to the affairs of the emperor, 
between whom and the French he pretends to make 
a distinction. Count Podewils asked me whether 
I had that conversation with the king before or after 
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dinner? 'After dinner.' — 'Well, then, he must 
have tccn in wine !' " 

It iu posBible that the king, in such a moment, 
expressed himself more warmly and more positively 
than usual : but after the most mature deliberation, 
he persisted in these declarations, and was invited 
to do so by many German princes. 

While Hyndford took great offence at the above 
declarations, the French on their side designated it 
as partiality and treachery that the king would allow 
the English to make war upon France out of Ger- 
many, without assisting them, as he was bound to 
do. 

The year 1743 was passed by Frederick in consi- 
dering of various plans, but gave no occasion for 
important resolutions ; and accordingly Hyndford's 
dispatches touch only on detached subjects. 

On the 8th January * he ^vrites ; — " The king is 
very polite to me ; for it is always to be observed, 
that when he expects an answer of consequence, or 
that he has any scheme in his head, he caresses the 
minister from that power with which he thinks he 
has the most to do." 

Iiord Hyndford had been at Prague, and liad 
spoken to Ae queen, the grand-duke, and old count 
Stahremherg. " The court of Vienna," he writes, 
" has no sort of intention to enter into any separate 
dealing with his Prussian majesty ; and it gave me 
a very sensible pleasure to find that they are all of 
them so fully informed of this prince's character, that 
they are of opinion that it is necessary to amuse 

* Stale-ptper Office, Prniiia, tdI. Uk. 
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him. Count Stabremberg told me, that the king 
liad made an ofTer to the queen, of asaieting her 
with some troops, mthout making any proposals 
or terms, or waiting for an answer (?) ; but he desired 
the court of Vienna to propose the terms. They 
will be very cautious in either receiving his pro- 
poaals, or in sending any themselves. 

" The more fortunate that the Austrians are,", 
says Hyndford, erring in his prophecy*. " the more 
vill the king fear, and the sooner will he remain 
neutral. 

" The king, both in public and private company 
at Potsdam," continues the ambassadorf , " has been 
undervaluing the goodness and discipline of our 
troops, so far as to offer wagers that we would not 
fight ^ or if we were forced to that, we should be 
beat. And the last time he was in Berlin, he had 
the imprudence to say to a certain foreign minister, 
that he should be glad to see the English and 
French army give battle, for that it was equal for 
him which had the better of it. And even in this 
speech his hypocrisy, as well as fooUshncss, ap* 
pearcd, since it is certain, by what follows, that he 
would the French might be successful." 

Three days after Lord Hyndford had accused the 
king of hypocrisy and foolishness, and was so angry 
with him for notbeing entirely in favour of England, 
he himself \vrites {: — " The greatest advantage wliich 
Maria Theresa will have from the peace of Bavaria 
will be that of crushing this prince. For, besides 
the absolute necessity which he will lay all his neigh- 
bours under, of keeping great armies, he will, upon 

■ Dupklchof 20lh M«j. f Ibid., 6tli Jul]', vol. Is. 

t Ibid., 9th Juljr. 
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•11 occasions when he can see the least advantage to 
himself, join with the common enemy to destroy 
those who are. his best &icnda ; for he regards ao 
power, either in heaven or earth, farther than he i» 
afraid of them. 

" At his levee he dealt his satires round, to all 
the foreign ministers, insomuch that scarce a prince 
in Europe escaped his ill-natured tongue*. He 
seems to be more occupied with preparations ioE 
operas and balls than for some time before. Mr. 
Voltaire is returned to thia place, and is constantly 
with his Prussian majestyt, who seems resolved to 
give him a subject for a poem, upon the diversions of 
Berlin. Nothing is talked of here but Voltaire; 
he reads his tragedies to the queen and the prin- 
cesses till they are in tears, and he outdoes the kin^ 
in satires and extravagant saUies. Nobody.is reck- 
oned polite here who has not his head or pocket 
full of this poet's compositions, or who does not 
speak in rhyme. 

" I was lately with the king at the opera. The 
curtain was drawn up only a little wayij, so that 
nothing was to be seen but the legs of some Frend 
dancers, who were practising. ■ This,' said the king 
to me, ' perfectly well represents the French mi- 
nistry, legs without a head.' M. de Valory had, 
however, heard these words, and whispered to ne, 
' This is my portion foe this evening, i shall 
pocket it.' 

" To the great offence of many here, M.de Valory 
wears an ear-ring of princess Czemicheff§; stUt 

• Diipatchnf lathJnif. 
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greater aensatioii was occasioned by his haiing a 
lady Kalkstcin indecently painted as a white heo, 
and himself as a black cock. 

" Frederick II. writes his letters to Paris and to 
tbe etap«*or with fais own hand, and keeps all in his 
own strong box *. Even Podewils learns nothing 
of them. The king never did, 1 may say never will, 
act on any good system ; he does not know himself 
what he will mr will not do ; he is never in the same 
mind for twenty-four hours together. He has begun 
all kinds of negotiations with Bavaria and France, 
and intends to send Count Itothcnburg to Paiis-(-. 
In order to try his capacity, the king took upon him- 
self the part of the French minister, brought forward 
all possible difficulties and objections to his own 
proposals, without sparing himself in the least. 
Bothenburg refuted them all with so much ability, 
that the king at length said, ' If you speak as well, 
and make me of such arguments, you will certainly 
succeed.* " 

" It must be the constant object," says Hyndford, 
" of English policy to depress the house of Bran- 
denbutg^. So long as the wings of this insatiable, 
ambitious prince are not clipped, he will always be 
as dangerous to the liberty of Germany and the 
repose of Europe as France itself. He puts me in 
mind of a sort of ladies who, having lost their own 
character, are the first to cry out against their ncigh- 
bonrs ; he has more of the chicaning attorney in him 



*Statr-iwp«rOae«, mvaMiTot.tiii. Uipitdn of 3&lh Jaoaarj, 
I8lb Fcbruarf , and 12th May, \T4i. 
i Di(FUckwaf28dF«linuif, 1744. j Ibid., 9Sth April. 
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than of a hero* ; lie is more in fear of Russia than 
of God." 

" Preparations for war are observedt ; hut from 
the conftision of marches, counter-marches, &c. pur- 
posely contrived by the king, nobody can make oat 
what his real object is. He was heard to say;[, that 
if he imagined his shirt, or even his skin, knew what 
he intended to do, he would tear them off." 

Six days afterwards, the 10th August, the king 
invaded Bohemia. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

Second SileaisD var — Fiance and Spain — Miitreiiei of Louii XV. — ■ 
Scaiidnl — Death of Fleuiy — Character of the French — Sweden — 
Buaeia— Peter III. and Cathoiine— Plan lo giTo Prunia to Poland 
— Indolence of Eliiab«th — Venality of the RiiHioni — Scarcity of 
money in Feterahucg — Elizabeth, on Frederick II. — Thv Princess 
of Zeibst — Bestucbeff — Adulation of the Empreis. 

It is not my intention to enumerate here the motives 
of the second Silesian war, from Frederick's history 
of his own times, and other well-known sources i and 
still less to detail the events of the campaign of 
ITM. The king's expectations were certainly not 
fulfilled, and the death of Charles VII. on the 20th 
January, 1745, was the first event that gave a new 
impulse to the diplomatic negotiations. I shall take 
leave lo insert here some detached extracts from 

■ DiiFolch of ISth July. Hyndford speak) much of the littla 
nil ipiiit, Count Finlienstein. Dispatch of lOth Jung. 

t Ibid., 2Sih July. X I>*>d-> ''th August. 
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preceding dispatches, without making the useless 
attempt to connect them together. In the first pUce, 
some particulars irom France and Spain. 
. As early as the 14th October, 1741, a treaty had 
been concluded between the two powers * : Spain 
engages to pay 50,000 French troops, and France 
on its part to obtain for Spain an advantageous 
peace with England. All the stipulations arc loose 
and equivocal. From a dispatch of the 28th March, 
1742f, it appears, that it was calculated in Paris 
England would not come to any decisive resolution. 
For money the English ambassador obtained news 
in abundance; hut not unfrcqucntiy the price asked 
for what was offered was too high for him. There 
are complaints of the distress in France and Spain : 
in particular the clergy of the latter country refuse 
to pay 8 per cent, of their revenues, as enjoined by 
a papal bull. The complaints of the Spaniards are 
very loud in the autumn of 1743, of the tardiness 
and insuflicient help of the FrcnchJ, 

In Paris, besides, there was alt kind of scandal, in 
conjunction with, and inSuenciiig the policy of, the 
government. Thus, to give at least one example^ 
we find in a dispatch of the 12th November, 1742§ : 
" To all appearance the king has got a new mistress : 
Madame de Mail)y,who has passed in the world, for 
several years, as the sole favourite (though for some 
time she was only a sharer with her sister, Madame 
do Vintimille), is now obliged to give way to an- 
other sister of hers, Madame de la Toumelle, and 
to leave the court. This affair has met with a good 



• State-paper OSice, France, Tol. ic. + Vol. i 

; VoLiciv. Diijiatch of 3d October, 17-13. j VoLii 
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deal of difficnlty from Madame de la Toarndlc. vba, 
having a great advantage over bw eld» sistsr 
as to her person, which is Tery handsome, aeemed 
resolved to make the best bargain she could. for her* 
self. At first her demanda ran very high ; she 
wanted to be declared the Icing's mistress to whick 
title a considerable pension is annexed ; she would 
have a honse kept for her apart ; she wonld not be 
at any of the Icing's parties at supper, but in com- 
pany of her own choice ; that she should see what 
oonpany she pleased, at her own house ; and when 
the king should think fit to go to see lier, no party 
of hers should be broke off on his accoant. And 
lastly, without which all the rest would not do, Ae 
insifitcd that Madame de Mailly should be sent fron 
court. It is not known what success she has in her 
other demands, but it is certain that Madame d« 
Mailly is come to Paris, and Madame de la Tour- 
nelle is gone this day, with the king, to Choisy. It 
is scarcely to be imagined that this change wiU 
reach no farther than to the person of Madame de 
hi Toumelle ; the new lady will, to be sure, haw 
iavourites of her own enough, both women and men, 
and their influence may possiUy reach even as &r 
as to the minister." 

On the dth of January *, the pacific Cardinal 
Fleury died, by which the war party at court ob- 
tained a decided preponderance, though the populv 
opinion byno means coiscided with it. " Tlae geo^ 
rality of the people of France have expressed their 
disl^e of this war with the queen of Hungary (die- 
patch of 4th September, 1743)f from the beginning. 
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Every step has been with it kind of Tehictance, and 
Htw misfortunes have been looked apon as whrt 
tliey deserved. But when they see a dcngn to take 
BD isany provinces from them, it is not to be iina< 
giaed in what a degree they are exasperated, aayinf;, 
if the tenth is not sufficient for the service of the 
■taite, the king must take a fifth. In a word, who- 
ever has studied the genius of the people of this 
coontry will find, that though they will bear a beat- 
ing, they will not bear being insulted." 

If we now turn to the North, we find that the 
kopes of Sweden, of recovering its lost provinces 
from the Btusiaas, had wholly failed. It was obliged, 
by the treaty of Abo, to cede a part of Finland, and 
to see Peter, duke of Holstein, prefer the prospect 
of a Bussian throne to the offers of Sweden. After 
a long series of intrigue, bribery, and foreign intor- 
lerenoe, Adotphus Frederick of Holstein-Gottorp 
was chosen successor to the throne. When, in the 
year 1744, he married Ulrica Eleanora*, sister c£ 
Icing Ferdinand II., the friendly relations between 
Sweden and Prnssia seemed to be established for a 
Jottg time. 

Much also seemod to be gained, when after long 
Begotiations the princess of Zerbst was choson for 
the consort of Peter, heir to the thrcnte <^ Russia. 
Catherine, at diat time fifteen years of age, arrived 
•t St. Petersburg in Fiebruary, 1744, was received 
with gi«at pomp, and married to Peter on the 1st of 
September, 1745t. 

The Russian court still continued to be the theatre 

* SUte-paper Offire, Sweden, toI. Isu. UiiL 
■i Dupatch of 1 1th FatiTiurjr, 1 744. Bunia, toI. xsktuL ; 
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of ^'arious intrigues; however, the endeaToursof tlie 
Austrian ambassador Botta (August 1743), and of 
the French ambassador Chetardie (June 1744*), 
failed. The latter had presumptuously commenccda 
correspondence with Catherine's mother, and formed 
a plan to overthrow the whole ministry. The English 
ambassador endeavoured to obtain influence in a 
third direction. He writes, on the 10th September, 
1744 \ : — " The BuBsian nobility, clergy, and nation, 
really think, that they are too powerfiil to be attacked 
in their own dominion ; and that it is a matter quite 
indificrcnt to this empire what passes in the rest of 
Europe. This is a false maxim ; we must destroy 
it if we can, though it takes strong root ; and it is 
on this maxim, and Mardefeldt's assurances that it 
is an unx'ariable one, that the king of Prussia builds 
his present projects," 

But about this time proposals of a very opposite 
nature were discussed. On the 8th October, 1744, 
the ambassador writes : — " I must tell your lordship 
in the greatest confidenee, that BestuchefTs scheme 
is to prevail on the empress to take Prussia from 
its present master, and to give it to the Poles, who 
shall give up to Muscovy Pleskow, Smolensk, and 
their districts ; and this we liope that Elizabeth may 
be induced to come into, from a motive of religion, 
for she makes a great show of it, and would by this 
measure bring many Greek Cliristians under her 
dominion. The clergy will certainly approve of the 
plan, and I believe that this is the only plan that 
can draw the empress into the war." 

How the advocates of such plans can condemn 

* DitpatrhofTjrrawly, of eih June, 1744. -f Yol.xxmc. 
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the diplomacy of Frederick II. is difficult to con- 
ceive. Elizabeth, besides, had such reluctance to 
business*, and her cxpenBCs had so entirely drained 
her purse, that only the prospect that was opened of 
receiving foreign subsidies appeared to influence 
her. 

These plans had certainly not escaped Fredcriclc, 
on which account he sent a great deal of money to 
his ambassador Mardefeldtf, and caused 25,000 
dollars to be offered to the two chanccllora Bcstucheff 
and Woronzow. " If," said Elizabeth, " the king of 
Prussia has so much money, take it from him." 
Perhaps this induced Maria Theresa to send them 
diamond rings. 

. On the 2d February, 1745, Mr. Tyrawly, an En- 
glish plenipotentiary, writes from SL Petersbu^j;: 
— " The king of Prussia speaks of the Russian medi- 
ation only because be is entirely ruined; but the 
empress would do much better in dividing the skin 
of the bear, which might possibly not be offered 
her anoth<^ time. Bestuchcff is pleased with this 
thought, but the Prussian arguments (the money) 
have made too strong an impression on Woronzow." 

Lord Hyndford, who had been sent to St. Peters- 
burg, writes § : — " I am afraid France will offer this 
court as much money to remain neutral, as we do to 
make them act, and you may easily guess which of 
the two proposals they will accept oC" 

Eight days later, the 2lst May, he writes : — " The 
empress will never be brought to act directly against 

• KtpatcliM or2!'lh Septenibrr Bad IBtli October, 1744. 

f Diipatchts d[ the Sih Januuyund ISlti Januar}-, 1745,toLi1. 

1 Ibid. 

i Ufpatchof 13ihU>y,St>te-piFeiOfEce,SuHu,VDl.sli. 
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&e long of Prunia, in conjunction with the troopa 
of Anstria or Saxony, and mnch \esa alone; foe 
some people go so far as to say, that she has grven 
the king <^ Pnusia private assurance of this, and 
that she ha* even taken an oath upon it ; and that it 
was\vith her knowledge and consent that he invaded 
Bohemia last year. Atthou^ the empress dwwcth 
such tend^ness for the king of Prussia, which 
proceeds entirely from spite i^;ainst the queen of 
Hungary, yet she is ready and willing to dedai^ 
and even to act openly, gainst France," 

" The want of money continues here*, and has 
even increased since Elizabeth restored to the clergy 
800,000 rubles which Peter I. took from then. 
A anan concealed hinself behind a curtain to murder 
the empress ; the severest torture could not, boW' 
ever, extort a word from him. Elizabeth is in con- 
aequence in such continual terror, that she seJdoa 
stays above two days in one place, and few people 
know where she sleeps." 

In a dispatch of the Ist October, 1745, the Eng- 
lid ambassadorf relates " how attempts were made 
gradually to turn the empress against fVederick II. ; 
she said, ' He is certainly a wicked prince, and has 
not the fear of God before him, but turns every 
saered thing into ridicule, and never goes to church. 
He is the Nadir ^ah of Prussia}:.' 

" The old princess of Zcrbst, Catherine's mother, 
had taken mnch upon her, and was thus upon ill 
terms with the empress. She now took leat>e, ftU at 
the empress's feet, and with a flood of tears asked 
pardon, if she had dene anything to ofiend her 

* Diipatcli of the 7lli June. f Runia, toL ilii. 
I Diii«tcb of th« 3id Norvmbet. 
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majcstj. The empress answered, that it was now 
too late to think of that, and that if she had been all 
along BO humble, it would have heea better for her. 
The empress is not at all pleased with the grand 
duke's behaviour, and she keeps a very watchful, 
strict eye over him, but she has been hitherto very 
&nd of the duchess, who seems to be a good 
feature." 

Cabals, intrigues, hopes, fears, bribery, licen- 
tiousness, continue to prevail alternately at the 
B tt Bsi a n conrt. It is not worth the while to go into 
the details ; I add a couple of specimens : " Bestu- 
cheff plainly demanded money of the English am- 
bassador, or at least a loan for many years, without 
interest. All objections made no impression, and 
the ambassador says, at the conclusion of his narra- 
tive*, ' My friend is certainly in the greatest dis- 
tress imagiaable ; he owes to all the world.' " 
' Many dispatches were purposely written withoid; 
cypher, that they might be opened, and read by the 
empress. In such a one Lord Hyndford writes f: 
— " Your lordship can hardly conceive how well the 
habit <^ an officer becomes tlie empress : I am per> 
snaded that those who had not known her, would 
have taken her for an ofiicer, were it not for her fine 
&ca And indeed her majesty has the heart of a 
man and the beauty of a woman , and is worthy of 
the admiration of all the world." 



• DitpBtck of tbe 27)li Scplembar, 1746, to), xlif. 
t Pbpalch ot the 30th NoT«mbet, 1745, toL xln. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

H*ria Theresa — Frederick 11. and Auitriu — War bttwran Franea 
and BDgLmd — Maiia Therein eamplaina of England and Holland — 
NegolUtiops with Bavuia— The ateaoi SilntDD Wai— Death of 
Cbailei VII^-Frederiek II.'i letter upon the Meanm lo ha 
adopted — Recoocillaliuu between Auitria and Baniio — Eaglaad'a 
Mediation between Fmaiia and Auitria — Victory at Hoheafiiedbeig 
— Maiia TbeiMa ii foi continniug the War— Fcedeiick'i Lettn to 
hia AmbaMadot Audrie — Ti«at<r of Hanorec — Freih NegotiatioDt 
in Vienna — Battles of Son and Keneliidoiff— Peace of Diuden. 

If Buch praise as that ve have just quoted were to 
be given to any of the female sovereigns of that time, 
it was not Elizabeth, but Maria Tlicrcsa, to whom 
it was due. Since hatred has died away and pre- 
judices are fallen to the ground, she and Frederick II. 
shine with imperishable lustre ; while Charles VII., 
Louis XV., Philip V., George II., and Elizabeth 
appear as subordinate characters in their train. 

It was natural enough that after the conclusion of 
the peace of Breslan, Austria still entertained appre- 
hensions of Prussia. Accordingly' the English ani' 
bassador writes from Vienna on the 23rd of Novem- 
ber, 1743* :— 

" The king of Prussia continues to hold the best 
language ; this court, however, has such manifest proofs 
of his Prussian majesty's late bad intentions, and of 
the readiness in which he holds every thing, to be 
able to invade these countries upon a moment's 
caprice from Silesia, that she docs not think proper 
to be without preparation." 

• State-papet Office, Autlria, voL cUii 
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There was besides no want of falsehood to inflame 
tbe hatred against Ficderick. Thus it was said that 
he had caused 2000 children to be carried off from 
Silesia to Pruseia*. 

When France declared war against England on 
the 15th of March, 1744, Maria Theresa was higMy 
rejoiced, and saidt. " God himself has done a miradc 
for the preservation of Europe, in permitting the 
French in their blindness and presumption to declare 
war. I am no longer the only principal. Good God 1 
if I would act like my allies." 

The last exclamation was probably connected with 
Maria Theresa^s complaints of England and Holland. 
She said| " the treaty of Bieslau had been forced upon 
her, the hopes founded thereupon disappointed ; she 
complained of the inaction of the latter part of last 
year, the inexecution of the treaty of Worms, not 
a single ship spared for her sen'ice, as if so great 
a fleet were out of a studied predilection for the king 
of Sardinia, and now the abandoning of the Low 
Countries, and of the dear pledge she had sent thi- 
ther in the person of her sister. She exhorted, she 
conjured us, to write in the strongest manner, for 
which we needed only to represent in their true light 
her present agitation and resolutions. That agitation 
she expressed indeed with most energetic vivacity; 
and her resolution as a sovereign was, to submit to 
no dishonourable measure of peace, as long as she 
has an army, whatever might be the design of 
France, or of others, in letting them sweep away the 
Netherlands. 

• Difpalch orthe 26th Pebraaiy, 1744, toI, civ. 

f DupKtdiof1he27th April, 1744,Tol.chi. 

; Ditpalch of the 29tb Ma]r> 
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" Anodier time tte qaeen snd, OB Hue ^oka of 
Breslau*, ihe did not- so much regret the kms of 
Silesia. Haelf, «■ the aoqaieitMn cfit by«ndianeigli- 
bour, with such a personal character ; that ber kso- 
httion VKS however to sit down quietly under this 
incoiiTeinency, and neither to give umbra^ to the 
king, or seek my occasion whaterer to be the first 
to break that treaty ; conmdering the king's durac- 
ter, it was highly necessary to bethink ef a)l the 
means that could without offence to him be taken 
provisionally against his breaking with her. it is, 
however, thought the more improbabkj'f' that the 
king will bre^ wUh her, as he and France have 
lost all influence in Russia." 

On the 5th of August, 1744, (five days before 
Frederick's irruption into Bcdicnua) the English 
ambassador writes from ViennaJ : — " They are here 
to a man for making the emperor so easy with tha 
Teetitution of Bavaria, and France so nneasy by bU 
sorts of distremes, as to oblige them both to saorifioe 
Pmssia to the possibility of settling a general peace 
by the recovery of Silesia." 

The plans here alhided to are confirmed by 
iiVederick's declaration, that he would not have ee- 
eined his safety by remaining longer inactive. 

The death of the emperor Charles VII. (on the 
20th of Januuy, 1745) appeared greatly to feciHtate 
the aolntion of existing difficulties. Frederick there- 



* Dhpstch of IMh Joly. 

f Ditptlcb of 4th July, Auitria, vol. chrii. 

{ Itnd. la Sazouy the Iting obnciad itiicl diictpline, Bud, in par- 

tieolar, infiiwed bo gmau to be ihoL He ■■id, in Fot*dMii, that hia 

ovn iport ■haald b«i hnntiiig of the ■■iat^ in Bahenia. Fnun«, 

ml. IzilL, diapatch of Iflth Angnrt, 1744, 
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fore wrote on the 26th of Janaary to' KUnggrSff, lus 
unbassador in London* ; — " I was infonaed yester- 
day erening^ by a courier, wfao was sent to me by 
siy minister at the impeiial court, that the emperor 
had died of the gout, which had reached his chest. 
This is an important event, which will cause many 
changes. 

" You will not fiiil to speak immediately to ny 
Lord Harrington, and say to him from me, that I 
wish to concert as soon as possible with England, 
as to what is to be done under these circumtftances, 
fwovided that I find through it my safety and cod- 
venience s^^red." 

In a second letter of Frederick's, written the 
following day, he says : — " As the death of the 
emperor is an event which will very considerably 
change the face of atfairs, not only in Germany but 
in all the rest of Europe, it is necessary that you 
should communicate &om me with my Lord Har- 
rington, since the steps they take will eiUier facilitate 
peace, or give rise to the greatest obstacles. You 
are to tell the secretary of state firom me, that, as 
we so highly esteem his great talents and his just 
and equitable sentiments for the re-estabtishment of 
peace throughout Germany, I hope that he will 
confer confidentially with you, as to the opinion of 
the British court respecting this event, and as to its 
real sentiments in regard to a candidate for the 
imperial dignity, and how the death of the last em- 
peror might be made available the mote easily to 
bring about a peace, without suffering the house of 
Bavaria to be completely crushed, and to place on 
* SUt«.pap«i Office, vdnmei PiUMkn Hiniitetf, No. 6, 
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the imperial throne a person who might be agree- 
able to bis Britaanic majesty and the English nation. 
You shall assure him that if they will without loss of 
time enter into the plan, which I have desired you 
to propose to I-ord Harrington, I will readily co- 
operate with the views of England in the election 
of a new emperor, and if we arc once agreed on this 
sul^ect, it will not be dtfiicult to make the rest of 
the electoral body enter into our views, and put an 
end to the troubles which now distract Germany, 
and which will continue to increase if an arrange- 
ment is not speedily made. That it is my sincere 
intention to go hand and hand with England, so 
soon as peace should be established between me and 
the queen of Hungary, as also with the house of 
Bavaria, on the just and equitable footing which I 
have named to Lord Harrington by j'ou." 

England, however, having many points to take 
into consideration, and to consult witli its allies, 
Frederick (as it appears) received an unsatisfactory 
answer to this ; and on the 12th April*, the English 
ambassador writes from Vienna : — " This court has 
started, and will push as far as it can the 'price of 
9ilcsia, at the very hazard of losing Italy. The 
imperial crown, without Silesia, is not worth the 
wearing." 

To this hope the reconciliation between Austria 
and Bavariaf, 22nd April, appeared to add fresh 
expectations. The young elector of Bavaria also 
said to an Austrian nunistcr : — " France has kept my 
ancestors under a continual pension. You see in 

• Slafn-paper OtGce, Auitiii, to), clxti. 
t Diapatch of Slh July, toI. cliiii. 
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what a condition I come to my estates. I hope I 
shall find a second (different ?) France in the mari- 
time powers." 

Meantime, contrary to the expectations of Austria, 
Frederick had gained* tlie battle of Strcigau or 
Hohcnfriedberg, and, though not in Vienna indeed, 
yet in London, had called forth thoughts of peace- 
Accordingly on the 27th July, Ix)rd Harrington 
writes to Mr. Robinsonf : — " We must reduce the 
strength of oui enemies by detaching, if possible, 
the king of Prussia from his unnatural and perni- 
cious alliance with France. The king had made 
offers to us in March, and since then refuses abso- 
lutely to make any proposals, pretending that those 
he then made were communicated to France, and 
that he was thereby exposed to the hazard of being 
abandoned by that crown. But we hope he is ready 
to conclude on the footing of the treaty of Berlin, 
and I must say that I do not see how his majestyj 
can in the present melancholy and hopeless situation 
avoid to propose it to him. You may make this 
proposal, and endeavour to get it approved at 

Bohinson hereupon proceeded to explain the state 
of affairs and the motives for this proposal. In his 
dispatch of the 4th August, he says ; — " The queen, 
whom I had never seen so reserved, interrupted me 
but seldom, expressed her thanks for the friendship 
of England, and promised to consider everything 

■ 4lhof Jtnw. t Ibid. 

I " Hi> maJMtf ," I Im>g;iM, meani the king of EogtuiJ, piobsbly in 

lebrance la Ihe IkodiDg of the PntaDdeT ia Scuitaoil, who left Rama 

in Juiuuy, 174-1, btmI wfnt to France. Sute-pajitT Offica, FianM, 
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witli her minUten*. But lAatever is resolved," 
she continued, " ^e could not ■{wre a man oat of 
the Vtng of Pi'ussia's neighbourhood ; one or two 
regiments of foot and one or two of horse might 
peihaps be sent to Italy, but the rest vould in time 
of peace, as well as in time of war, with this king of 
Prussia, be absohitely necessary for the immediate 
d^cnce of her person and her family. 

" I observed that 70,000 men were not required 
for tins purpose, and the arguing with such diffidence 
against the king was proving too much. She de- 
manded why there are less hopes of detaching 
France than of detaching Pr^issia ? I said, ' Because 
the king would more easily make a peace, and pre- 
serve what he had, than France give up, as it must, 
what it had acquired, and was in so fair a way df 
acquiring, in the Low Countries.' Maria Theresft 
said, ' Prince Charles was able to give another battle.* 
' That battle,' I made answer, ' if won would not 
recover Silesia : if lost, your majesty is lost at 
home.' She said, ' If I must make peace with him 
to-morrow, I would give him battle this evening. 
But why so pressing now ? why this intermption of 
operations by no means despaired of? Give me 
only to October, and then you may do what you 
wiU.' 

" ' That October," I said, ' would be the end of t^ 
campaign in ^1 parts, and would be the very fatal 
m<nnent when, it is feared, we shall be obliged to 
accept whatever conditions France and Prussia con- 
tinuing together shall impose upon us.* ' That would 
be true,' she answered, ' weac the same iinte to be 

■ AmtiU, ToL clziii. 
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takeo up, mm yon propcwe, in marchiDg from Bohesua 
to tlw Bhiae, and &om the Shine to the Low Coua- 
txies. But as for my troops, I know nooe of my 
genends who would not refiise to command Buch 
marching, or rather inactive armies ; and as for the 
grand duke and Prince Charles, they sbi^l not. 
The grand duke is not so ambitious as you imagine 
of an empty honour*, much leas to enjoy it, under 
the tutelage of Uie king of Prussia. But I shall 
write to know bis sentimentii fully. The imperial 
crown, is it compatible with the fatal deprivation of 
Silesia ? Good God ! Give me only to the month 
of October, I shall then at least have better con- 
ditions.' " 

In conclusion Kobinson remarked, — " Without 
peace with Prussia, the king of England cannot 
reckon either upon die votes <^ parliament or on 
retaining Holland in the alliance." Notwithstanding 
•11 his representations, the ambassador received a 
long answer in the negative from the court of 
Vienna. 

England and Prussia did not however suffer 
themselves to be hereby diverted from purs^- 
ing Aeir plans, and on the 5th of August, 1745, 
Frederick wrote from his camp at Chlum the 
fiallowittg letter to his ambassador, Andrie, at Ha- 
nover f :— ■ 

" I have received your report of the 24th of July 
last. After considering what Lord Harrington said 
to you,<m the part of the king his master, respecting 
Us intentions to mediate a peace between me and 

* Tlie imperial cioiFn. 
t State-paper Office, Piniiiui 
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tlie queen of Hungary, it is my will that you shall 
reply to Lord Harrington, that I had not indeed 
reason to place much confidence in the king of 
England, ^tei all that has poBsed; hut, that to 
show to all Europe my readineBS to allay the trou- 
bles which distract it, and to convince hie Britannic 
Majesty of the sincere desire which I have never 
ceased to entertain to act in concert with him, I 
am ready to enter again into negotiations, but that 
the recollection of what has passed obliges mc to 
require the following conditions : — 

" 1. That I ahall not suffer myself (o be amused 
by anything, and that I shall prosecute my opera- 
tions on all sides, with the greatest vigour, till the 
signing of the preliminaries. 

" 2. That the preliminaries must be agreed upon 
within four weeks, reckoning from the day on which 
this dispatch shall arrive at Hanover, and the 
treaty of peace be concluded within a month after- 
wards." 

I subjoin two draughts of these preliminaries, of 
which Lord Harrington may choose that which he 
likes best. 

" A. The king of Prussia shall retain Silesia as it 
was ceded to him by the treaty of Breslau, with the 
addition of the towns of Troppau, Jagerndorf, and 
Hotzenplotz. 

" B. Condition sine qua non. The Empire, Eng- 
land, Holland, Saxony, and all the powers of Europe, 
shall guarantee Silesia to the king of Prussia. 

" C. The ting of Poland shall give to the king of 
Prussia an act of cession of Silesia. 

" D. The king engages to give his vote, as elector, 
to the grand duke. 
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- "'E. Amutualguaranteeof the States of Germany 
between the two belligerent parties. 

"F. That an exchange shall be made between- 
some parts of Silesia, which are enclosed in Lusatia, 

for the (or the little town of Furstenberg with 

its custom-house, situated on the Oder), which shall 
eome to the king of Prussia, so that neither of the 
two parties shall lose by this exchange. 

" G, All the prisoners shall be immediately set at 
liberty without ransom, and exchanged with good 
.... * within a time which shall be agreed upon.- 
The siclt and wounded, of which a list shall be given, 
shall be set at liberty after their recovery. 

" H. The town of Cosel, with all its fortifications, 
shall be restored to the king immediately after the 
signing of the preliminaries, with its artillery and 
ammunition, in the same state as when it was taken. 

" I. The king of Prussia and the queen of Hungary, 
mutually engage not to fetter or liinder the com* 
mercc of their respective subjects." 

The following is the second echeme, the only 
change of which is in the first article : — 

" Silesia shall be under the dominion of the king of 
Prussia, as it was ceded to him by the treaty of 
Breslau ; but to indemnify the king for the expenses 
of tlie war. England engages to pay him a million- 
sterling. N.B. There will be some abatement to 
make in this sum if the mun part of these proposals 
is agreed to; but in case Lord Harrington will not 
hear of it, you must endeavour to direct this article, 
so that I may no longer be obliged to pay the debts 
which have been contracted on Silesia, but that they 

* nM «otdt an mating in tbe US. 
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ahall be beneeforward paid by the qneen of Huagary. 
In a word, you must negotiate on this subject as 
Much as you can, and as soon as my troops shall 
iMve set foot in Saxony, Hanover wiU be eager to 
conclude. 

" You must always dei^are that my operations will 
be no hindrance whatev» to tbe negotiations for 
peace, and that all hostilities will cease ererywhere 
aa soon as the preliminaxies aie signed. The prin- 
cipal point to be insisted on is that of the &ecuntie& 

" You may also tell my lord Harrington that my 
present situation is rery advantageous, and that X 
should nototherwise trouble myself about the eleclioii. 
of the grand duke ; that if ihe queen of Hungary, 
as a member of the empire, now made war on . the 
emperor, the same reason was good for me that was 
good for her, and that that would not make any 
change in my resolutions. That I might expect more 
events favourable and advantageous to my cause 
than the contrary, and if I assented to his ideas, it 
was &om love of peace and the public good ; but 
that I should immediately percfflve, according to the 
facility which England ^U manifest in this nego- 
tiation, how far its intentions are sincere. That I 
was moreover sure, and persuaded, that this peace 
waa in the hands of the king of England ; that he 
held the purse-strings, and consequently the court 
of Vienna was obliged to conform to his intenticnu. 
But that I repeated I was going to prosecute my 
operations more vigorously than ever; which how- 
ever would not hinder peace ; and that if the plas 
which I have just sent were agreed to, hoatihties 
would cease at once. I pray God to have you in 
his holy kcefang." 
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The bases here laid down led to the condtuioii of 
the treaty of Hknorer on the 26th of August, by whidi 
Silesia was again assigned to the king c^ Prusaia, 
and goaiantees (or it {«oinised. Lord Harrington 
writea to Bobinson*: — " Shew tlw conTention to queen 
Maria Theresa, under a promise of secrecy, as the 
bans of a fiiture peace, and endeavour to induce her 
to accept it. Nothing is required c^ her except the 
Gonfirmatimi of the treaty of Bre^u, but the king 
of England has had the greatest trouble to induce 
the king of Prussia to be satisfied with these eondi- 
tioae. An armistice must be immediatriy concluded 
for the purpose of further negotiations." 

It was said in the treaty, queen Maria Theresa 
has accepted and entirely adopted it, as far as ^e 
is any ways ameeraed io it ; the principal thing how- 
ever still remained, namely, to obtain this consent 
which had been taken for granted. 

On the 4th of September, Bobinson re^rtsf : — 
The kii^ of Prussia has published the contents of 
the convention, and demanded an armistice, in coo- 
aequence, from the prince of Lorraine. The prince 
granted it, till the return of a courier from Vienna. 
Count Uhtefeld said to me that the king of Prussia 
had declared that Lord Harrington had signed in 
the queen's name. Ail this was taken much amiss in 
the kii^ of Prtissia, and directions were sent tq 
prince Charles to go on in his own way." 

As Bobinson received no answer from the court of 
Vienna^ be asked Count Uhle&ld what would be 
the result o£ his new negotiations and proposals ? 
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And the latter answered, " to destroy tlte Prussian 
army, and thereby find a real security against the 
king of Prussia. The queen herself had been heard 
to say that, as Prince Charles of Lorraiue had re- 
galed her coronation at Prague with the news of a 
victory, she had acquainted him vfith the pleasure it 
would be to licr to have the coronation at Francfbrt 
celebrated in the same manner ; adding to the per- 
son she was speaking to, that if the news of the vic- 
tory arrived soon, it would not spoil matters. All 
here reckon on a victory over the Prussians." 

Lord Harrington was very much dissatisfied with 
these delays. On the ]."ith of September he ex- 
presses the highest dissatisfaction and surprise under 
such an uncertainty. " Urge the queen to declare if 
she will, or will not, come to an accommodation with 
Prussia." 

Robinson could do nothing ; the queen avoided 
him, and the ministers gave evasive answers. Fre- 
derick's victory at Sorr, or Trautcnau, on the 30th 
September, changed the opinion of the court of 
Vienna. " The news of the loss of this battle," says 
Robinson*, " transpired on the 4th October, the very 
day that the dowager empress's court was celebrating 
the coronation of the emperor at Francfort. It is 
reported that Frederick has said, ■ As the Austrians 
have not been able to beat me this time, tlicy never 
will beat me.'" 

Respecting the battle at Sorr, the English pleni- 
potentiary Laurence f relates that the king, contrary 
to the first plan, secretly directed his ude-de-camp 
* Du|iatch of 6ih October, tuL eliiv. 

t Di^ateh of ESth Jumarf, 1746. Stat«-pB|wr Office, PninU, 
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to have all the baggage brought to the right wing 
instead of the left ; the Austrians fell upon it, and 
hy this stratagem the battle was gained. On the 
following day tlic king denied that he had given 
this order, on which those who had lost their baggage 
demanded if Mr. Von Podcwils, the aide-de-camp, 
should be brought before a court martial. The 
king, however, protected him, ordered that no more 
should be said of it, and made gootl an eighth part 
of the loss. 

Tlie greater the misfortune of Austria was, the 
more bitter were its complaints. Bobinson writes, 
on the 30th October :— " Count Uhlefeld says this 
negotiation is like that of Utrecht. The design 
is to substitute Brandenburg to Austria, sacri' 
ficing the queen, suspending the negotiations with 
Bavaria and Munster, attempting to debauch the 
Saxons from the Austrian alliance. Instead of our 
detaching Prussia from France, we should only suc- 
ceed in detaching the empress from ourselves," 

The emperor declared there was no calm to bo 
expected in the empire till the king was more weak- 
ened; and on another occasion the emperor said: — 
" I am left in the last uncertainty, to shift as well as 
I can, and am at present exposed to another catas- 
trophe like that of Utrecht." 

More than by all these resolutions and threats 
was effected by the victory of the Prussians under 
Prince Leopold Von Dessau, at Kesselsdorf, on the 
15th December, followed on the 25th December hy 
the peace of I>resden, which confirmed, in all the 
essential points, the treaty of Breslau. 

In the summer of 1746, Prussia repeatedly insisted 
that Austria - should obtain the guarantee of the 
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ttaalj by the empire * ; and Austria, on the other 
httad, required the guarantee of Prussia for the 
Pragmatic Sanction. 

A book was published at Vienna, in which it was 
affirmed that the treaty of Dresden was extorted, 
aad was no longer obligatory than while the injured 
party waa not in a capacity to break it. Prussia re- 
quired that the book should be burnt by the hang- 
man. Another dispute arose on the question whe- 
ther Prussia was bound to include a certain Count 
Henkel in the general amnesty. 

In September, 1747, tlie two courts were on the best 
terms. The Prussian ambassador Count Podewils 
went from Vienna to the king, who was at Neissoi 
and returned with very satisfactory and obhging 
compliments to the emperor and empressf. Both 
expressed, in the most cordial manner, their personal 
regard and friendship for his Prussian majesty. 



CHAPTER XX, 

Muik Thsieaa'n Duuatiifiictiao with England— FTedeiick II. 4nd 
France — Hii Negotlalioni with Knglsnd— Dispule about tbe Bat- 
Her Treaty— -The Duke of Nevcullc, o[ Pnuaja and Auitria— 

' Legge'a Negotiations with Fi«den<i— Tha Peace of Aiz-la-Chap«lle 
— Newcaatle'i JualiGcatian oF the Engliih Policj'— The Jew* ud 
ProlMtanta in Auittia—Fcederick ll.V Uode of Ijfe and Health— 
Rothenburg — Mad. Barbanoi. 

The war between Austria and France continued, 
but Maria Theresa was a&aid that England would 
conclude a separate peace X ; which she designated 

* Diipatch of 27<h Auguit, ) 746. Anstria, toL diviii. 

t Diipateh from Vienna of 16th Septambat, 1747, nl^duU. 

I Dispatch of (th Augwt, U47. 
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as the greatest misfortune. She said — " For God's 
sake let us not be divided, nor be running into 
separate measures." Austria would not make any 
more sacrifices, and turned its forces rather to Italy 
than to the Netherlands, because England and 
Holland could not abandon the latter to the French.* 
" The empress," said Bartenstein, " would only have 
to withdraw into her shell, and to learn to be supe- 
rior to events." 

In April, 1 748, Bobinson received instructions to 
induce Maria Theresa to further cessions for the 
Bake of peace. She answered f : — " You who had 
Buch a share in the sacrifice of Silesia — you who con- 
tribnted more than any person in procuring the con- 
ditional cessions made to the King of Sardinia, do 
you still think to persuade me ? No, I am neither a 
child nor a fool ! Your accoaots about the Dutch 
are ez^gerated. A countenance may still be held, 
and there is still force to support that countenance. 
If you will have an instant peace, make it. I can 
accede ; I can negotiate for myself; and why am I 
always to be excluded from negotiating my own 
business f My enemies will give me better conditions 
than my friends ; at least, they will not refuse a. 
peace, which they want as much as we, for any dis- 
pute remaining between me and the King of Sar- 
dinia, about a little territory more or less, or for the 
interpretation of a treaty. And who tells you Spain 
desires so much Parma and Placentia? She will 
rather have Savoy. Place me where I was in Italy 
before the war, and I will establish the Iniant. But 
your King of Sardinia must have all, without one 

• DinpUch of 12th Jaly, 1746, tol. clnii. 
t Dbpslch o( lit May, 1748. Aiutris, tdI. clxxir. 
I2 
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thought of care for me. The treaty of Worms, then. 
Was not made for mc, but for him singly. Good 
God ! how have we been used by that court ! There 
is your King of Prussia too. Indeed, all these cit' 
cumstanccs at once rip up too many old and make 
real new wounds." 

A day previous to the writing of this dispatch, the 
SOth of April, the preliminaries of peace had been 
concluded at Aix-Ia-Chapellc, between France, 
England, and Holland. On the 1st of May, the 
English plcnipotcntiaiy Legge had his first audi- 
ence of Frederick*, of which, and also of a second 
which he had on the 11th of May, he says : — " The 
king expressed his sympathy for the king of Eng- 
land, and wished for a cordial union, The Icing's 
heart is still German, notwithstanding the French 
embroideries which appear upon the surfacef. The 
king said, on the 12th of May, that Jrom the ex- 
tracts which I had sent him, he was very sensible of 
the king of Great Britain's good intentions towards 
him. The king utterly disclaimed all connexions 
with France, all desire of future connexion, and 
added strong reasons for his opinion, some of which 
I remember were, that he knew France was at too 
great a distance to assist him as critically (as 7) he 
might require ; that nobody was long the better for 
an alliance with France ; and that he was too well ac- 
quainted with the temper of the court of France not 
to know the perpetual strong demands they made 
upon those who are called their allies ; and that to 
be an ally of France was in effect to be her slave. 

• Slate-papur Office, PniSBiB, vol. Iivii. 
t Leggc unileixtDud Freileiick'i chanicfcr bcll«[th*nfh«p>«judiced 
Lvnl Hyulfonl. 
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" That, on the contrary, he knew the maritime 
powers were so situated aa to be able to assist him, 
and that the subsisting Toundation of mutual interest 
and the strongest motives, connexion of religion, 
policy, and blood, would make an alliance (with 
iEngl&nd more especially) sohd and to be depended 
upon. That therefore, however circumstances might 
have made him occasionally resort to France, ho 
knew where the true and substantial interests of his 
country lay, and was ready, as soon as a general 
peace was made, whifch would entirely divest him of 
all obligations to France, to enter into the most strict 
and zealous union with the maritime powers, for the 
fiiture security and liberties of Kurope. 

" Upon which he gave me his hand, and desired I 
would write to my court for full power and instruc- 
tion in relation to the concerting a defensive alliance 
with Great Britain, as soon as the peace was con- 
cluded." The idea that he was now to do something 
for England, and step out of the decided neutrality, 
was declined by the king, who said that Franco 
omitted no means whatever to have made him do 
it, on her behalf, which he always had, and ever 
should constantly refuse. That though he had no 
reason to be at all contented with the general con- 
duct of France towards him, yet, on the other hand, 
he had received such obligations and assistance from 
her, at the beginning of his difficulties, as made it a 
point of honour not to take a part against her. On 
individual points, he might indeed interfere and un- 
dertake the mediation. 

Lcgge advised that England should immediately 
take advantage of the moment, before France could 
gain the king. Peace, however, intervened, which 
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confinncd SUesia to him. He therefore remajned 
quiet, and would not suffer his hands to be hastily 
tied. Disputes also arose with England respecting 
commercial affairs and Silcsian dchts, so that it was 
not till the year 1756, that a new uninterrupted di- 
plomatic intercourse recommenced between England 
and Prussia*. 

I shall return, however, to the negotiations be- 
tween England and Austria. In a dispatch to 
Robinson, on the 16th of July, 1748t. the dulte of 
Newcastle defends the Englisn pohcy against the 
reproaches of Maria Theresa, and says, among other 
things — " We have spoken only so far for Sardinia 
and Prussia as justice or necessity demanded." 
Holland was now so distressed that it could only 
■fee saved by accepting the preliminaries of peace. 

I hear that the minister Kaunitz has spolien of the 
non-existence of the barrier treaty. You must speak 
■very seriously on this point with the empress, the 
queen, and the ministers. " If this reasoning is to 
take place, they will consider how far it will carry 
them, namely, to nothing less than the dissolution of 
the whole alliance. On this account, Austria must 
declare to England and Holland that the barrier 
treaty does exist, and that the terms and conditions 
of it shall be comphcd with. 

" The king of Prussia," continues the duke of 
Newcastle, " had professed a disposition to enter 

■ Fram I74S ta 17S6 there are uo diipatchn rrom Beilin io Ike 
State-papei Office, except lame unimpoKant uoticei, inteited amotig 
other pBpen. Legge waa teealled id Novembei, 17-18. According to 
PniHun iccoimti, Williami, who <rat ptobablj- at Draiden, mw lilte- 
wbe aoxaged ia Berlia, from July, 1750, to January, 175l> MitchaU 
did Dot arKte there till April. 1756. 

f Audria, toI. ctuir. 
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into the strictest alliance witli the maritime ipawen ; 
on which it was said to him, he wcnild see tliie ad- 
TUitage and necessity of joining with the allies also; 
that the king of England was firmly determined to 
support the old sptem ; that if the king of Prusaia 
would concur in it, he would find his advanti^ 
in it. 

" That it was the king of England's interest to 
support the house of Austria ^ that therefore the 
king would be under the greatest difficulty, if the 
courts of Vienna and Berlin were not also upon ■ 
footing of friendship with each other. That the 
king of Prussia had gained more than any prince 
in Europe, and that this would be the best security 
for his acquisitions. But tliat it was but just, if he 
expected the queen's confirmation of the cession ia 
his favour, and the guarantee of the rest of the 
powers for them, that his majesty should also guaran- 
■tee the Pragmatic Sanction in its full extent. (The 
cessions only to be excepted which have been made 
by the queen.) 

" The king of Prussia will confine his guarantee to 
the queen's German dominions and the Low Coun- 
tries ; but at the same time it is expressly said that 
he will defend her dominions against any attempt 
from France. The great point will be, to put his 
Prussian majesty''s sincerity on the proof, and not be 
too credulous on the one hand and too negligent on 
the other." 

Ten days after, on the 26th of July, 1748, the 
duke of Newcastle writes to Lord Sandwich in Hol- 
land*: — "youknow the aversion the Czarina has to 

" State-p^er Office, Hotlud, rot <«xi. 
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anything that rclatcB to the king of Prussia ; liow 
extremely ofiendcd she was, and is, with Ihc article 
inserted in the preliminaries for the guarantee of 
Silesia and Glatz. And if the king of Prussia is 
invited to accede, and the Czarina not, it would not 
only make her 3y out, but use all her influence and 
credit at Vienna (which arc very great) to create 
new difficulties in our future progress. 

" Mr. Lcggc arrived here on Wednesday last 
from Berlin. I am sorry to say he did not bring 
any very satisfactory account of the king of Prussia's 
present disposition, or any explicit declaration of 
his sentiments. On the contrary, when Mr. Lcggc 
represented to the king of Prussia (agreeably to the 
manner in which he Iiad always talked to him) the 
advantages of his coming to an agreement with the 
king's allies, as well as witli the maritime powers, 
the king of Prussia answered in general terms, that 
that was a new point which deserved to be con- 
sidered. And upon the whole Mr. Legge thinks 
that it is far from being impossible that the king of 
Prussia may still come in ; yet in Mr. I-egge's 
last audience the king of Prussia seemed rather 
desirous to put an end to the conversation, than 
to come to any clear explanation of his inten- 
tions, or to make direct proposals of any kind what- 
ever. 

" Mr, Lcggc, however, is of opinion that nothing 
can be more just or so proper lo discover the king 
of Prussia's real views, and indeed to promote the 
union, upon the only foot that it can be practicable, 
as the inserting in the definitive treaty a general 
article, whereby the king of Prussia will see upon 
what terms he may have the benefit of this treaty. 
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and tbo guarantee of the contracting powers for 
Silesia and Glatz* ; namely, on his giving the reci- 
procal guarantee for what is stipulated in favour of 
the contracting parties, which Mr. Lcgge thinks he 
may not ultimately rcfuBc to comply with ; and in- 
fleed, if he docs, it will be a great indication that hig 
Prussian majesty meant nothing by all his over- 
tures but to divide the maritime powers from the 
rest of their allies, and to substitute liimsclf in the 
place of those allies." 

Contrary to the wish of England, Austria still 
procrastinated concluding the peacef. In a letter 
of the duke of Newcastle, addressed to Keith, ia 
Vienna, he complains of the peevishness, diacon- 
tentedness, and ill-humour of the Vienna court. On 
this account Keith sought and obtained an audience, 
of which he gives an account in a dispatch of the 
27th of September. " The emperor told me," he 
writes, " he believed nobody would say that they 
had not been very faithful to all their engagements 
with regard to us. Ho considered England and 
Austria to bo married together, and consequently 
that their interest was inseparable, and that he 
piqued himself to be very national with respect to 
England." 

The empress felt much more hurt than the 
emperor ; she avoided every audience and every 
conversation irith Keith, and England was still 
considered at Vienna to be partial, especially for 
the king of Sardinia. 

* state-paper Office, tol. ccxxii. Letter of Sid OctuW. 
t SUtif-papcr UOice, Auiltia, vul. elm. JHipetch of Keith, 15lh 
September, 1!43. 
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" However, the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle was con- 
cluded on the 18th October, 1748, and the duie of 
Newcastle wrote to Keith on the 6th December : — 
*• AH possible means must be used to cure the court 
of Vienna of tlieir unjust and groundless jealou^ 
•nd snepicion, and to bring them into a right way 
of thinldng and acting with respect to their best 
Jriends and allies." 

In a dispatch of the foUowin g day (7th December) 
Keith writes : — " The Prussian minister at Vienn% 
Mr. Von Podewils, has applied to me, requesting 
that I would use my good offices to keep up a good 
understanding between his court and Vienna ; espe- 
cially as he was very well apprised of his sovereign's 
friendly dispositions in that respect. That the king 
his master had at his audience of leave explained 
himself strongly and clearly on that subject, and 
that by the reception he had met here from the 
ministers, he had reason to think they were equally 
well disposed." 

To tliis the duke of Newcastle answered on the 
20th December : — " 1 am rejoiced at the disposition 
and conduct of the court of Vienna. The declaration 
which Mr, Von Podewils made to you of the king 
his master's present good dispositions, is undoubt- 
edly owing to the firmness which his majesty (the 
king of England) has showed in abiding by his old 
allies ; and in not complying with the unreasonable 
-and captious demands of tho king of Prussia* ; and 
at the same time to the care which the king of 
England has taken not to give lus Prussian majesty 

* Tbay tie not more psrticulailf painted duL 
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an^ jost canse of complaint, by a backwardoew in 
Uie execution of the engagements contracted with 
him ; provided his PrusBian majeaty executeB with 
the same exactness all his eng;agements to loM 
majesty and his allies ; and a continuance of the 
same firm and prudent conduct towards the king of 
Prussia will be the most effectual means of prevent- 
ing him ftom eogi^^g in any measures that may 
endanger the public tranquillity." 

It is much to be regretted that the dispatcbes of 
the ambassadors seldom touch on the internal affair* 
of states, and that when they happen to make an 
exc^ftion, the truth of what they communicate re- 
quires to be very strictly scrutinized. These dis* 
patches are filled, in the years of peace in particular, 
almost entirely with matters which lose all their 
importance in the course of time, and only such 
parts as have a reference to greater events and pre- 
pare the way for them, deserve mention. Before I 
do this, for the period that elapsed from the treaty 
of Aix-Ia-Chapelle to the bursting out of the Seven 
Years' War, 1 must go hack for some particulars 
respecting Maria Theresa and Frederick. 

In the spring of 1745, the Jews were commanded 
to quit the Austrian dominions within six months. 
" All the remonstrances of the ministers," writes the 
English ambassador*, "were in vain, and Mariil 
Theresa answered, 'she should take it for granted 
that their intercession arose from self-interest and fot 
Jewish money.' The endeavours of the grand duke 
and of Prince Charles were equally uusuccessftil. 
There is no accounting for this singular affair, but 

■ Stat^ptper OCBm, AiKtria, vul. clxi. DtBpatch of 27th Mneb. 

Dgilizedt^COOglC 



180 FREDERICK II. AND HIS TIMES. [CB. XX. 

by imputing it to some rash vow, or at least to some 
very early insurmountable prejudice in the course of 
her education. Her aversion to the sight of a Jew 
was too great to be concealed ; when at Fresburg, 
she could not pass iirom the town to her palace but 
through the very street that was thronged by that 
people." Not only England, but the Elector of 
Mayencc, the king of Poland, and other princes, 
nay, even the Pope, interceded for the Jews. Eng- 
land interceded in like manner for the Protestants, 
who were persecuted in Hungary*. 

There was no ground for similar remonstrances to 
Frederick II. On the other hand, his mode of life 
was most strictly watched, and great suspicions were 
entertained of his orthodoxy. On the 12th January, 
1745, the English plenipotentiary Laurence writes 
from Berlin \ : — ■' The king supped, on the 6Ui, at 
Count Rothcnburg's, with the Opera-dancer, Bar* 
barini, and some other persons of that stamp. He 
affects an air of cheerfulness and satisfaction, and 
does nothing but sing and laugh. However, those 
who are obliged to sec him in private arc loud in 
their complaints of his ill-humour. At present he 
does not know what to do, nor how to extricate him- 
self from the had condition to which he has brought 
himself Count Botbenburg is mortally hated by 
everybody here J, yet ho continues to be his master's 
favourite and spy. It is said that Barbarini, having 
captivated the king, has not only accepted a new 
engagement for three years, but, supping very often 

* State-papei Office, Austria, vol. clxvii. I.«tUiaf Lord HaniDg- 
ton of ISUi Septembei, 174G. 

f Piunia, vol. IiTt. 
;, J Fmuia. Diipatcb of 2Stb Januaif . 
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&t Count Bothenburg'a, she has obtained pcrmisBioa 
to take a journey to Italy.* 

" Count Rothenburg (dispatcli of the 22nd of 
January, 1746) continues still a favourite of hig 
majesty, and is always, as it is called in French? at 
the parties fines, composed of the dancing women 
Barbarini, Madame Brand, and the widowed countess 
Truchscss|." 

The king's health was considered to be feeble j 
and it was generally believed that he would die 
early. In the dispatches of February, 1747, it is 
Eaid, " He has often colic, pains in the kidneys, ob- 
structions on the Uver, and twice attacks of apoplexyj. 
He plays the flute, contrary to the advice of his 
physicians ; drinks freely of champagne, and takes 
no care of his health. If he were to die soon, the 
commoD cause would gain, for the Crown Prince 
mortally hates the French." 



CHAPTER XXI. 

TroulilM in Holliinti — Rioti In Orrdiiagei], id FrleBlanil, Ltjien, 
the Higue, Amiterikni, and Hurlem — The Oligoichy — Hie 
PopuUcc — Bad management of the FinaDcei. 

It is frequently intimated in the dispatches, that 
ft speedy conclusion of the peace was absolutely 
necessary for the United Netherlands. The follow- 
ing statements confirm the truth of this cessation. 

* Dispatch of 9th Much. It Baibaiiai obtained permusioa to go 
to Italy, her captiTating the king wai of little impoitance. 
t Pruaai*, toI. lir. 
X Diipntchei of the lit, 21it, and SSth FebruSTj-. 
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OppressiTe taxes, and the arrogance of the as» 
tocracy in the cities, excited the greatest dissatis- 
faction, especially among the common people; the 
latter hoped to gain by strengthening die power of 
the Stadtholdcr, whose friends perhaps too little dis- 
dained an alliance with the discontented, or hoped 
in the end to profit by the troubles. 

On the 22nd of March, 1748, (writes the English 
plenipotentiary DayroUy*) " the day they received 
at Groningen the news of her royal highnesses happy 
dehvery of a prince, upon some pretence or other the 
magistrates would not suffer the colours to be dis- 
played, or the bells to be rung, which so enraged the 
mob, that they went to the chief burgomaster's house, 
pillaged and destroyed every thing that came in 
their way, and were going to do the same by several 
others, when they were informed that the magistrates, 
who had assembled in a hurry in the town-house, 
seeing the disposition of the mob, had unanimously 
agreed to settle the succession to the Stadtholder- 
ship on the same footing as in Holland." But 
Groningen will however (dispatch of the 26th of 
March) limit the succession to male heirs only, and 
retain the appointment to offices. 

" In the country about Groningen" (dispatch of 
the 9th of April) " some boors were grown very riot- 
ous, so that the States have been obliged to send a 
detachment of horse to disperse them; but the ex- 
pedition was unsuccessful j the boors haring found 
means to disarm the troopers, which has greatly 
raised their insolence. 

" In Grijningen the mob having been informed 

* Holland, ToL ecxuii. 
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that M. Giersma, the burgomaster, had desired the 
States to mdemnify him for the damages done at hia 
house in the last riots, they had assembled directly, 
and proceeded to his house in the country, where 
they had committed all manner of disorders, not- 
withstanding the States had refused him hia request, 
though by the small majority of three votes." 

** The prince of Orange" (dispatch of the 4th of 
July) " thinks of restoring order in Grdningen, but 
will now have something to do in Friezland ; where 
the boors of several districts arc now assembled in a 
tumultuous manner, and threaten their magistrates 
with destruction, unless they consent to grant the 
fitadtholder the same prerogatives and the same 
extent of power with which his highness has been 
invested by the other six provinces. The States of 
■Friezland have applied to the prince of Orange for 
regular troops to disperse the rioters, and protect 
ihem against the insults of the people." 

" Friezland boors" (dispatch of the 8th of June) 
" have committed great excesses ; all houses belong- 
ing to the farmers of the taxes have been plundered, 
and laid level with the ground. And numbers of 
houses belonging to the grietmen* and other gentle- 
men, who are thought to be averse to any alteration 
in the government, have been reduced to ashes. A 
considerable number of grietmen have since a»- 
semhledj and deliberated about extending the pre- 
rogatives and hereditary rights of the Stadtholdcr." 

" About 700 boors" (dispatch of 1 1th June), '■ from 
all the different villages of Friezland, contrived, with 
their boats, to get into the town of Leuwarden, and, 

■ Grietnillnnei ; thii word means bailiflk. 
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as soon as the States had opened their assembly, 
they sent eight deputies to them, to desire they 
would redress their grievaoccs, and consent to a 
number of proposals, which they submitted to Uieir 
consideration. The chief of which related to the 
succession of the female line ; the additional power 
to be granted to the Stadtholdcr; and the abolition 
of several taxes. It was now too late for the States 
to offer any resistance, and, in compliance with what 
was required of them, they came to several resolu- 
tions, which were immediately sent to the prince of 
Orange by four of their deputies. In Overyssel and 
Griiningcn, also, the houses of some tax-collectors 
have been destroyed, and demands for the abolition 
of some taxes made." 

" The prince of Orange and the States General" 
(dispatch of I4th June) " have, however, declared, 
that the tases could not he spared and abolished at 
once ; that all should wait for legal resolutions ; and 
the disturbers of the public peace be punished." 

" Meantime Friczland and Griiningcn " (dispatch 
of ISth June) " are in a state of complete anarchy. 
There the boors succeeded in getting twelve of their 
deputies admitted to the assembly of the States, 
and this has been imitated in other places. At the 
Hague the rioters had a meeting, and intended to 
puU down the tax-gatherers' houses, threatening, 
likewise, destruction to the Grand Pensionary, and 
the Fiscal Van Wesel, as those who promoted these 
taxes, in order to di\'idc with the farmers the spoils 
of the people. Armed citizens, however, hindered 
the execution of this plan. At Haarlem the riot 
was not so easily appeased, though general Grobes- 
tcin was sent thither by the prince of Orange to 
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exhort the people, in bis liighncas's name, to keep 
quiet. His presence, however, could not prevent 
them front demolishing all the houses of the farmers 
of tlie taxes, throwing the sacksfullofmoncy into the 
canab, burning their papers, and committing seve* 
ral disorders, in which some people even lost their 
Uvea ; and the rioters could not be prevailed upon to 
disperse till the magistrates had agreed to suspend 
the payment of the taxes, till they were promised 
that the prince of Orange would consider their 
grieraoccs, and see them redressed. As soon as 
the magistrates had perceived the evil intentions of 
the people, they assembled immediately the bour- 
geoisie, and desired to know whether they would 
stand by them, and protect them against the insults 
of the mob ? They answered, very readily, they 
would, as far as it concerned the stadthouso, their 
persons and property; but that they would not 
meddle in anything that concerned the farmers of 
the taxes. 

" On the I7th June the mob was up at Leyden, 
and very busy last night in pulling down houses*. 
All these notions must bring the prince of Orange to 
the dilemma of doing what the people desire ; or in 
punishing thus to the utmost extent of the placards, 
which arc, indeed, now become so common, that they 
are not minded as they were at firal:. Kf any are an- 
gry that, since 1679, nothing has been done towards 
improving the finances, and, if tlio taxes are now 
not punctually paid, the farmers are naturally 
obliged to make reductions. The disorders of the 

Wultei'i dispatch ot tha 
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populace are very justly cenBured; but, withont 
doubt, measures ought to have been taken far re- 
moving the prenuling abases. If the authorttks 
vill do nothing, it is resolved that the prince shall 
be made Count of Holland. If he then, also, does 
nothing, they will depose him, as they have before 
raised him. 

" L&'^t Tuesday, towards the evening, the rioten 
assembled in the Hague in greater numbers thim 
the day before; forced all the avenues that werd 
guarded by the burghers, and proceeded directly to 
the chief farmer of the taxes' house, which they 
plundered of every individual thing tliat was in it*. 
Several fresh detachments of the burghers were im- 
mediately sent to disperse the mob, with orders to 
fire upon them, if they could not effect it otherwise. 
They soon perceived that they had no other method 
left but to come to this last extremity, as the riotCTt 
(who were provided with stones, and even with some 
fire-arms) were determined, at any rate, to carry 
their point ; they even began the attack against the 
burghers, who soon took to their heels after firing a 
volley, which, instead of being directed agtunst the 
rioters, was unfortunately fired among a parcel of in- 
nocent people, whose curiosity had led them thither. 
By this accident seven or eight persons were killed 
on the spot, besides those who were wounded, to th« 
number of about twenty-five or thirty. As soon as it 
was perceived that the mob had got the better of 
the burghers, a detachment of the Swiss guards was 
ordered to disperse the rioters, who, upon their first 
appearance, immediately ran away. But, being in- 

• Holland, vol. cczsEii. Di^KtchofDftjnallftof 22^4 June. 
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formed the next morning that the gu&Tds had no 
orders to fire upon them, they assembled again, de- 
termined to vent their rage upon the houses of all 
the other farmers of the taxes. The ma^strates of 
the Hague sent, upon this, for the officers of the bour- 
geobie, to exhort them to do their duty, and to put 
an end to all theae disturbances ; but they answered, 
their men were resolved they would have nothing 
more to do with it, as long as it concerned only the 
iarmers of the taxes ; but they would take care no 
harm should be done to any body else. The mob 
being now at hberty to do whatever they pleased, 
employed the whole day in pillaging the houses of 
the farmers of the taxes, and doing, unmolested, all 
the misdiief they could think of; bat their fory fell 
only upon these farmers of the public revenues." All 
were, therefore, forced to assist in strengthening the 
^wer of the prince of Orange, and the disaffected 
States were obliged to offcr-their assistance." 

A second dispatch of Keith of the same day 
^thc 22d June) * confirms the account given by 
DayroUys of the riots in the Hague. " The mob 
sent a messi^ to a lady, Madame Stuart, who hap- 
pened to live in a house that belonged to a farmer 
of the taxes, to desire her to remove immediately, 
and carry all her goods away, as they were resolved to 
demolish the house forthwith, which they accordingly 
did soon after. The same day they gave a safe- 
guard to a fanner of the taxes, who was so fortunate 
as to be in the good graces of the mob. During all 
that time they meddled with none but the farmer of 
the taxes' houses; but onThursday they began to 
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threaten some other persons who happened to be re- 
lated to, or connected with, them. 

" No earnest measures to support the power of 
the magistrates have been taken, and that the 
people have been quiet since yesterday in the after- 
noon, I attribute it rather to their being weary, 
than to any measures that have been taken to put a 
stop to their insolence ; though nothing was so easy, 
as the mob was composed of women and children, 
so that an hundred mea of the regular troops, 
with proper orders, would at any time have been 
sufficient to put an end to the sedition. There was, 
indeed, an unlucky circumstance in this affair : the 
prince of Orange's indisposition, which hindered 
him to act himself, and put a timely stop to the 
affair." 

The prince proposed to the States of Holland the 
abolition of the forming of the taxes, especially the 
taxes on consumption*. All the States consented, 
with the exception of Amsterdam. Neither is it re- 
solved how the deficiency which will occur in the 
revenue is to be supplied. The prince has also pro- 
posed changes in appointing officers to public situa- 
tions, and in the appropriation of the revenues of 
the Post Office, where great partiality and monopoly 
have hitherto existed ; public offices have, contrary 
to oath, been sold ; there is no control against the 
oligarchical magistrates and the prejudicial influence 
of families ; a girl of nine years of age was appointed 
to the office of midwife to the town ; and similar in- 
stances might be multiplied. 

Hitherto all has been quiet at Amsterdam, and 

• Dlspalch of Wolters uf 29lh Junf. Frtnee, voL xcvi. 
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it was hoped that the new measures of the govcm- 
ment, respecting the changes in the system of taxa- 
tion, would amply satisfy them*. " But last Mon- 
day evening the riot had begun in Amsterdam with 
BO much violence, that the houses of upwards of 
twenty farmers of the taxes had been demolished; 
and that the mob had carried their insolence so far 
aa even to pull down one of the houses opposite the 
Stadthousc, and under the very eyes of their magis- 
trates who were there assembled upon that occasion." 
At last, Bring was resorted to, by which about twelve 
persons were killed. The burghers, however, arc as 
much enraged with the fanners of tlie taxes as the 
mob. In the general panic which prevailed, and on 
the proposition of the prince of Orange, a change iu 
the fanning system, and a reduction in the taxes of 
Amsterdam, was also determined upon. The same 
was done at Utrecht, to prevent excesses. 

In the sequel this lenity did not prevent the adop- 
tion of rigorous measuresf. In Amsterdam a man 
and woman, who had put themselves at the head of 
the rioters, were sentenced to be hanged. The mob 
attempted to rescue them, and to force some of the 
avenues where the burghers were posted. Tlie last 
fired upon them, and killed and wounded between 
twenty and thirty; but the confusion occasioned 
thereby was so prodigious, that a considerable num- 
ber of the spectators were pushed into the neigh- 
bouring canals, where, it is said, upwards of forty 
persons were drowned, besides those who were 
crushed and trampled to death. Yesterday another 
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ringleader, who was accompanied by a strong escort. 
was huDg without any distuTbancft The financial 
embarrassmenU increase, as there are no means to 
make good the deficiency. Most of the old magi* 
strates arc adverse to the prince of Orange*. The 
magistrates of Amsterdam endeavour to prove their 
rightsf . (The question, however, at that time, wa« 
not so much respecting literal rights as the due ap- 
phcation of them.) 

" In Friezland the people|, who have intruded 
themselves into the government of that province, 
are running such lengths, that they appear to be 
rather the effects of madness, than of their in- 
cUnation to reform, in this rebellious manner, 
the abuses they complain of. They have increased 
to 160 the seventy-two articles to which they have 
lately compelled the States to give their consent. 
They have likewise seized upon the arsenal and 
}K)wder-magazine at Lcuwaxdcn, and declare that 
they will support the measures they have taken, and 
defend them to the last extremity, in case any 
attempt should be made to reduce them by force. 
If troops should approach, they will pierce the 
dikes, and perish with their wives and children, 
rather than submit to the old form of government. 

" The insurrection at Lcydcn was come, last 
Thursday, to such a pitch §, that some of the mob 
went armed to the town-hall to make new demands 
of the magistrates ; threatening to be the death of 
them, if they did not submit that night. And the 

■ Dupatch of I3lh July. Uollaad, toI. ecxxziil 
f WolteHi diip&tch uf 23nl July. Tnntt, vol. mi. 

1 Dupateh of 30«h Julj. HoUand, vol. ccxxzh. 
i Dup>tch<ifWaltei,»ihAiigMt. Fiwiee, voL icvi. 
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following day, the mob threatened to pull down the 
houses of some of the magistrates, even of those 
that the prince of Orange had thought proper to 
continue. Troops have been sent to the town, and 
some of the ringleaders thrown into prison. 

" In many places the people demand the deposi- 
tion of the town magistrates*, who are weak, dis- 
united, and embarrassed for want of money. 

" The prince of Orange has received a commis- 
sion t from the States of Holland, to reconcile the 
citizens and the magistrates of Amsterdam ; and to 
change the latter if necessary. He was received 
with much festivity by the citizens. The estates 
resolved, indeed, to continue the old taxes, but, 
in future, to have them .levied by civil officers, and 
to abolish certain exemptions^. The farmers had 
hitherto been used very much to favour the mem- 
bers of the magistracy. 

Griiningen awarded not so much to the prince of 
Orange as Friezland; the boors, displeased with 
this, a few days ago invested the house where the 
States were assembled, and obliged them to conform, 
in every respect, with Friezland, as far as may con- 
cern the au^ority of the Stadtholder§. But, before 
this resolution was taken, Mr. Leeuwe Von Adiiwar^ 
one of the most considerable members of the States, 
was in the utmost danger of his life ; for, at the time 
he was stepping out of his coach, he was knocked 
down, and trampled almost to death, before be could 
be assisted ; then it was with the utmost difficulty 

• SanJn'idupBtehafllthAngut. H<4Uad, lol. cexi*. 

I Wulter* diipktch ot'JBth Auga*l. Fnnce, vol. xcrj, 

X IHtpBtcbu of 2lit Judb and 26tb Aogiut. HsUuid, vol. cexxxr. 

I Diift A of 7ai B»pt«»ib«T| rdh easm. 
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that he escaped the rage of the people, by saving 
himself over the roofs of the houses. 

" The prince of Orange has changed the turgo- 
masters, and part of the town council, in Amster- 
dam*. Since then, the demands for the removal of 
old judges ; for filling up the ofEcers' places, &c., 
hare increased. The prince endeavonrcd to settle 
everything equitably, but could not please anybody 
On the 9th, in the afternoon, Gcmmirk, one of 
the burgher deputation^, that was one of the chief 
people that brought about the change of the magi- 
strates, end who had hitherto been in great credit 
with the people, having, in the burgher assembly, 
reported that he had not received a favourable 
answer from the Stadtholdcr to the message which 
he was sent with, which was to have his highness *s 
approbation to choose a city council of war entirely 
independent of the magistrates, he was abused in 
the most terrible manner by the assembly, more 
particularly as he bad been one of those that had 
proposed the naming some of tlie magistrates that 
were chosen at their recommendation, and also by 
the officers of the burghers. Things went so far 
that Gemmiik and his fiiends were in danger of 
their lives. And, as an instance of what the asper- 
«ions against them were, I can only say that next 
day they printed a justification, in which they de- 
clared that they never had, either with his highness 
or any of his courtiers, any conference that tended 
to the giving up the privileges of the city, and to 
selling the liberties of their fcl low-citizens ■ 

" These deputies being turned out, others were 

e, vul. zcvL 
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immediately chosen. The new deputies were aeat to 
the Princc-atadtholder with a mcssi^e from the !»• 
sembly, to desire leave to choose a free council of war, 
in which all the ofiGcers, from the colonel down to th« 
ensign, should be chosen by the hur^hera. Theprince 
answered, that he could absolutely not grant their 
request, adding the strongest arguments that could 
be for this his refusal, aa the unlawfulness, absurdity, 
and inconstancy of a council of war entirely independ- 
ent of the magistrates. With this answer the burghers 
went back to the assembly, where it was very ill-re- 
ceived : insomuch that, on the lOth, at three in the 
morning, the burghers returned in numbers to tho 
house where the prince lodges. Count Bcntinck 
and others appeared to receive their message,, but 
none of the reasons that were given them, for not 
disturbing his highness at that time, were of any 
effect, and the prince was obliged to admit three of 
them into his bed-chamber; and the request was 
put to his highness in much stronger terms than the 
day before. To which the prince, moved at tlicir 
unreasonable obstinacy, answered as before, that he 
would rather leave the city' that instant, than do 
anything against his conscience. Upon which the 
deputies gave the prince to understand, that tho 
burghers would not suffer him to stir out of the city, 
till everything was regulated to the full satisfaction 
of the citizens, and that 6000 were within call, to 
keep the gates and booms of the city. 

" Tho prince, finding it impossible to withhold 
the intent of this frantic mob, granted their ro- 
quest, which, the next morning, was ratified by 
publication. Tranquillity was not, however, yet re- 
stored ; fresh misanderstan dings and demands arose. 
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till the prince caused tlw greater put of the couaci) 
to be clioMB Rnetr and oonGraied. Some said, that 
all onginated with the prioee's enemiea ; othen^ 
that his friends had cootuiued it, m Gcder to cany 
matters to extremity, and attain certain objects. 

" Upon the first appearance of new tumults- at 
Hftaclem, fifty dragoons were sent thither* ; but, fin 
some reason or other, the magistrates dismissed them 
very soon. Immediately afiter their departure, tha 
aoob rose, shut the gates of the town, where thej 
kept guard, and assembled to a vesy great number 
in the market-place, besieging the magistrates in 
the town-honse, and making very extravagant de- 
mands, amounting in efiect to a resolution of pay- 
ing no taxes at all. The prince, upon this notice, 
ordered General ComalH, with a strong detachment 
of Dutch and Swiss guards, and some cavalry, to 
march to Haarlem, to support tbe collectors in the 
execution of their ofiice. The general found the 
gate shut, which having ordered his men to fone 
open, the burghers fired at them, and wounded one 
seijeant. The soldiers then were ordered to return 
the fire, which immediately drove the mob from the 
post ; the gate was soon forced open, and the troopa 
mushed up to the market-place, where anotlKr 
skirmish ensued, and another four or five burgher* 
being killed, and ten or twelve wounded, the real 
took to their beela. 

" The same day a deputation came Irom Haarlem 
to tlie prince, demanding the abolition of all the 
taxes, with many other ridiculous proposals. But 
the prince,! instead of giving any answer to atiA 

*. Diapatch of SIh Jaouaij, 1 760, UolUmd, toL ccxxxni. 
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absurdities, committed the deputies, who were eight 
in number, to prison. Several of the ringleaders 
•re taken, and the prince seems resolved to be 
vigorous in the punishment of these offenders ; and a 
strict inquiry will be made into the condition of the 
Hiagistrates, which I hope will have a good effect in 
the other towns." 

The preceding communications provn : — 

Wint, That Holland, during such great dangen 
at home, was certainly unable any lot^er to bear 
the burthen of a foreign war. 

Secondly, That fanning the public revenues €x- 
cites much more discontent, and is accompanied with 
greater oppression, than collecting them by officers. 

Thirdly, That the United Netheriands had not 
done enough, in the eighteenth century, to regulate 
tbeir finances. 

Fourthly, That the pretended republican govenv- 
ment was, in many respects, oligarchical and selfish. 

Fifthly, That, when the government does not in- 
troduce reasonable reforms at the right time, th« 
mob has recourse to unieasonable levolutiooanf 
measures, and, in fact, neither party can be acquitted 
<rf all blame. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

Upon tfat trMt; of Aii-UChtpalla — RvUHoui orihe EunpeaB pown% 
£iif;UDd, Prann, Pruuia, Autlria — Cooteit in Ameiica — 
— Dtdumtiont of EogUnd Knd Auiftia iipon soil againat Fie- 
darick II. — I.otd Uanhal — Bngliah Cannwidal L«wi — Sileuan 
Debt*— The Bairivi Ttealj —Austria and Spaia — Kauniti — 
Feeling in Paiia— Francs defend* Frederick II^-Klediun of tira 
King of the Romaai — Diiputei retpecCing the Palatinate — Miiun* 
dentandiagi between EnjcUnd and Aailiis, and between England 
and Piunia — Hoitiliij of Kngland and Auitrla to Pnaaia — BiH' 
t^ean Polii^. 

Fredekick II. justly afGrms*, " that the peace of 
Aiz-)a-Chapellc had by no means done away with 
all the points in dispute, and still less nith all sus- 
picion. The last was especially directed against 
himself, and even those powers endeavoured to 
calumniate him, to isolate him, and to represent him 
as extremely dangerous, who were by no means in- 
terested in so doing." What wc must consider as 
natural in Austria, appears in Russia to be mere 
passion, and in England, mere prejudice. In the 
years 1 749 to 1755, we find only Witless, frequently 
contradictory, arguings backwu^s and forwards. It 
is not till the last year, that the negotiations acquire 
a more decided tendency, and lead to deeds. 

I subjoin, first, extracts from the dispatches of the 
earlier years. 

In January, 1749, the English colonel, Yorke, 
was sent to Paris. He writes : — " M. de Puyaieux f 
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•ud to me, if any ally the king of France liad> and 
he would particularly name to me the king of Pnis- 
na, dionld, on any account, endeavour to engi^ 
them to take part in recommencing the war, tliey 
#ould not only give him a flat denial, but do some- 
thing more, and be the first to put a stop to it. in a 
manner worthy of themselves. War and peace in 
Europe depend on France and England. 

" Yorke observed^ that the king of Prussia waa s 
achemcr, un komme a projelt ; to which Puysieux an- 
swered, that France did not enter into all his plansy 
and Frederick would probably be willing to reduce 
his army, if Austria did the same. On the 12th of 
April, M. de Puyaieux f repeated what he had said 
Itbout Prussia, and added, France was ready to 
make eonunon cause agunst Frederick 11^ not only 
with England, but also with Austria, in case Fre- 
derick should attack it. That this had also been 
intimated to the king of Poland. About the same 
time, Bartensteio had already conceived the notioil 
bf uniting Austria with France against Prussia J 
which the duke of Newcastle, however, declared to 
be quite chimerical. Even at the beginning of 
August, tlie French minister^ declared, that France 
knew Frederick was ready to catch at any opporta- 
nity to extend his power and dominion ; but they 
were on their guard, and would keep him in check." 

About the same time, Lord Albemarle went to 
Paris, and the negotiations respecting Tobago, the 
West Indies, and Acadia [{, gradually took such ft 

■ Ditpaieh of 29lh Uucli. f IKipBtch of 12l1i AprU. 

I Ditpalch of Sid Much, Atutiu, vol. elxxri. 

( lH>p«(ch of 4tb Anguat, from Puii, toI. xerii. 

|| FiHiei, TOL leTiii,, Augort, 174S. 
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tna •« dmigecl tW iAnu cf ^* oaurt of VcnaillM 

- >ety o ct»«g Pnmu. 
■ At VknoK, dw AMMtmk ninnten coai|Maeil'*, 
1fa«t Ae Pnissian mmbamiAoT, Von Podewils, mM 
nUkrowraUe Mooaate to Berlis, and r c pt eaw rteJ 
OTnything in the worrt K^^ht ; whfle Maria inieMM 
Ae<:tared she would for^ what was past, and Htb ia 
peace with all her neighboan, eapecially witb Pra»- 
•■a. Mnbal Saxa, wbile he was at DreadoB, want 
ta Connt Stsmberg, the Anatrian ambeaaadDr, nd 
told kiin-|-, he could not ooneeive h«w die ooiirt«f 
Vnena could entertain any jealonay gainst ^e 
Hag (rf Prumia. That it was certain that prince 
wn 4init« eaticfled with the acquisitions he luM 
nade, and with the sitoatioii he was in*, and had 
kdd aside all amliitious thoughts, in order to isr 
dnlge Mb natural taste for the sciences R»d buildiBp. 
Austria ittight disarm ; Prussia would do the saae. 
TItese mutual polite assurances d(d not, howeTcr, 
taad to anj- wholeaenie resolutions, amd even tlie 
oonree of verbal and written n^otiatioas relaxed 

' tad ceased. 

It wasnot tiQ the ITtHi of Oet(^>er, 1730, that tke 
dnke of Newcastle wrote to Lord Albemarle ttt 
Pnis % : — I" Baron Vorster, the iffiperiat tninnter 
here, did infinw me, that Count Eaonitx had tbe 
stnx^est orders from his court to act in concert vidi 
^ou, is ererytUnf that coBccraed the grocval afiidn 



" "DUpstdMi fr<nDTiemuiori9tbVUrE]iftnd24A]atf,nLdizri. 
Ob the S7th Juoe the Duke of Newcuile writei toKcitli, that Pnuu 
bMl-ea«(hid«d a Itmi^ with the Turin, ud llwt h* w» to coafid* 
tbU lecrat to tb* «Mp«ar fdons. 

' -t DiapBtehufSail Aagnit,Aiwtiia,Tal.alaoru. 
Jl fHaM>piip«TOaaa,Fim>n,viiLe. 
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•r Europe. Hk naqeatj baa gteU, coafideace in 
Kannhz's ability and good intentioin, of which ha 
IttB given most signal proofs in out late traoAactiotit 
at Vienna. Y<ni are to aet in the xmoat perfect con* 
vert with htm." 

' Ib March, 1751, the court of Vieniia maxle a-kind 
«f gen e r a l declaration * respeetiBg itt views of tb* 
aSurs of Earope :— Austria 18 ready to do eveiytbii^ 
fcr the maintenaoce of peace. The French court ha* 
•dmowledged this truth more tlian once ; but tliat 
the faiaB insinuations of the king ctf Prussia had 
voaatantlj prevailed there on all oecasions f- That 
Ae empr ess -qneea would always fulfil the engage^ 
aenti she had contracted with her allies ; but that 
■Aty were purely defensive. Thst her imperial Hia* 
JBsty had reason to be surprised, that, afier the 
many discoveries which the court of France had 
wade, of the falsehoods published by that priace, 
Amj diould continue to give credit to those he waa 
^Hly iiwenting. That at length, after so niADj 
yvoela, the ineinnsdienB, which cane from such • 
^urter, ou^t not to make any more in^treasioa; 
aid that, in order to establish a p^iiaot calm in 
Snrope,.itwaB time, onoefcr all, to lay aside all pr«p 
iadice. That the empress-queen waa disposed to 
■ssore that court, even in writing, that she had not 
Dontracted any ofiensive engagements, either against 
Ae king of Prussia, or any other power." 

With tar less occasion, at even without any 
gntinds whatever, either of anger at suspicion, the 
'fiagliib declaration agstnst Frederick II. was adU 

* Diipatch of 4lh Hmich, Ffancs, tdL cvL 
t WImmu Mm iDuauatiDOi coniiited, uul what Vndcriek galud 
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more aoTcre thwa the Auslrian ; an error wliich, a« 
we ihall aftcrwaitis Bee, wis not without {>eniicioiu 
results. 

On the 4th of March, 1751, the duke of Bedford 
writes to Lord Albemarle at Paris*: — " The en- 
deavours of the king of Prussia, for iufusiog into the 
French court groundless jealoasy and suspicion, 
against liis majesty and his allies, have been so frfr: 
qucntly repeated, and with so much rancour and 
maHcc," &c. 

" The king of Prussia," writes Colonel Yorkc, oB 
the 25th of August, 1751f, " gains ground cwry 
day in this countrj-, and makes them believe what* 
ever he tliiaks proper. They have submitted just 
now to do for him what I much question whether 
they would have done for any other prince in Eu- 
rope." 

From these words one might believe that Yorin 
had made a discovery of great political importance; 
and what then had die French granted? lliat the 
Prussian secretary of legation should take upon him; 
for a time, the functions of an ambassador, till Fre- 
derick should appoint the Lord Marshal ; respect- 
ing which the loudest complaints were agfun made 
by Kngland, because he was a Jacobite. 

This ill-founded and excessive zeal appears in an* 
other dispatch of Yorke'a J, in which ho says, " I 
urged him very strongly upon his Prussian majesty's 
designs. I endeavoured to show him how uniformly 
lie acted to foment disputes and widen breaches; 
and how wise use might be made of his discovering 
his policy so clearly ; how wea*k it was, on every occa- 

■ Franrc, voL c»i. + France, ToL cvii, 

t J>iiF*ich, I5lh September, 1751, Fnoce, Tel.cTii. 
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sun, to g^Tc in to the for^eTic§ of that prmoe, and 
to adopt his meaaures ; how daagenma a ftiead he 
was i and how artfully he laid his snares to draw ia 
those who would not open their eyes npon his con- 
duct I desired he (M. Puysieux) would reflect on 
the secrecy and dispatch with which he had carried 
OB and perfected this affair, which clearly demon- 
strates the bad designs he had in it." 

If Frederick received any accounts of this and 
similar dispatches, he could not fail to he discon- 
tented with England. The affair which Colonel 
Yorke again brings forward with so much earnest- 
ness, GBB be no other than the nomination of the 
Ixtrd Marshal to the post of ambassador, by whidi 
the king certainly intended nothing hostile to the 
house of Hanover. For all the other accusations 
there is no proof whatever: accordingly, M. Pay- 
nenx, as Colonel Yorke writes, answered, " He 
could not but think that we blackened the king of 
Prussia too much, since he could not believe his 
intentions were so bad.^ Nay, the same minister 
writes three days afterwards • : — " The lord marshal 
told some Jacobites waiting on him that his orders 
were not to meddle at all in these affairs." 

£vcn at a later period, when Frederick had reason 
to complain of the application of the JSngUsh com- 
mercial laws, and to suspend the payment of the Si- 
lesian loans, this was no ground for England to act 
in all Europe against Prussia. We are, therefore, 
naturally led to the idea, that extreme friendship for 
Austria, and a preponderating influence of the court 
of Vienna, had caused this aversion. But England 
was at that time on no friendly confidential terms 
* Diipatdi, IStb ScptsaUMn 
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^Mi Aastria; as ilie 'fonawinf^ extraete sofficieBtljr 
Jiroye. A}reaay,in Octoter, 1748, there were differ- 
CDceB respecting the Barrier Treaty and other mat- 
tArs, (HI fffaich occasion the duke of Newcastle writM 
to IjOtd Sandwich • ; — " I am -sorry to find the eonrt 
of Tienna can do nothing thoroughly with a good 
giUco." In the negotiations respecting the election 
of a king of the Romans, and the claims of Ae 
tilector palatine, we find o&er miaunderstandings ; 
and the duke of Newcastlef complainB still more 
loudly of Austria's want of sincerity in (he ncgo* 
tiationsinth Spain. Nay, about the same time tbsA 
Colonel Torke in Paris so vehemently abuses Prus- 
sia, the duke of KewcastleJ writes: — "The court 
bf Vienna persist in their unaccountable and abo- 
tninable reserve and silence, and the constant pto- 
fessions of preference and predilection used at this 
time bythe court of Vienna, makes their behaviotw 
even worse than it would otherwise be;" 
■ Soon after, on the 27th of October, 1751, Lord 
Albemarle complains in Paris of the behaviour of 
Kaunitz^ : — " 1 asked him whether he intended to 
be fts reserved to me as he had formerly been. I 
hoped he would not imitate his court (in regard to 
<he Spanish affairs). Whose reserve towards the king 
was as unaccountable and ill-placed as his majesty's 
openness was generous, and consistent with the whole 
tenor of hia conduct." 

' On "the 26th of November the duke of Newcastle 
writes to Keith at Vienna || •.-~-" You mnst insist upon 

• Diipatch, aSnd October, 174S,HaUuid,ToLcQEni 

f L«|l«i to Kciib «f 8nd Augiul, 1751, Auifria, ral. elzzzii. 

I Ldtiu of 8ih October, 1751. Ibid. 

^ FTaa«,ToU<ml> || Aattrik, (cL clxuiL 
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it Ant Ambia abaU CMoe to nn tmdmitoiKlia^ witk 
England imd Holland respecting the Barrier Tceaty. 
Upon the princqAe t^ere eas b« iw disfnite. The 
< MB tiaH of t^ txeaij Ama both eide^ uid th« BCt- 
ttia^ ercrytliiD^ that relates to the Low Coaaiiim 
wptm an anieable footug, is so material, that, till that 
IB done, there wiU alw^s remun saeh causes of 
jealooBj and discontent aa will not fail to affsst thiA 
pnfeet v»i*B a«d harmony which is so necessary be- 
tofteu the maritime powers aad Englaod. 
. " llrou^ the reserrednees of the ceart of Vienna, 
(continues the duke of >Iewoaatle on the 3rd of Ja> 
■aarj, 1752*), and by their weakaesa and desiring 
• separate treaty with Spain, exduairely with (of 7) 
ifl other powers, the opportunity was lost to sep^ 
late Spain entir^y from France. I am very sorry 
to observe that all the answers which hare beea 
given to any instances (representations) made to 
the court of Vienna, contain nothing f than strc^g 
•acoHiiums of themselves, and of their own good 
bith, and the religious periormance of their engage- 
aents, iriien the sul^ect of their answers has but toe 
«Aen proved the very contrary. They ought to 
tower ^ taxes in the Netherlands to the same foot' 
tog on which they stood previous to the war, and 
■fdiold the eontracta. The eeutinuuice of this 
caaduet will in tioke, and, pei^^M, sooner than is 
jmagtned, alienate every true fliend of the house . of 
A«sitria fhm them ; and I ssn afraid it is too much 
owing to one false error that the Austrian joinisters, 
n all dwir replies, stody mcve to make court to their 
own sovereigns, than really to serve them, by giving 
* Amtriu, MtL dmcaiii. 
.. I LMft 2\itTe]Mtmg, Oil. Ibid. 
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proper ftttention to tho first donumds of tbax 

allies." 

The Austrian answers were polite, but did moC 
bring matters to the point wbhed for by tbe mui- 
time powers. The former sought above all tbingt 
to gain hy this opportanity a reasonable treaty of 
commerce, after which they would mamtain the 
Barrier Treaty. 

Thus the course of offidal negotiations was rather 
vacillating and tedious than efFectiTe and powerful, 
as will probably be best exemplified if I arrange 
them in chronological order. 

On the 22nd of September, 1751, Albemarle 
writes from Paris * : — " The king and the royal 
family went to the church of Notre Dame to be 
present at the Te Deum in honour of the birth of 
the duke of Bordeaux. Though the whole town 
was assembled, and though the government and 
magistrates had everj'thing tliey could think of to 
instil a little spirit of mirth and noise into the 
people, yet nothing of that appeared. For with all 
the pains that was taken, Vive le Boi ! was hardly 
heard, and his majesty did not seem at all satisfied 
with his reception. This circumstance is so different 
^om what is commonly imagined of the reception 
given (o the monarchs in this country, that people 
will certainly think it was remarkable." But they 
arc extravagant, and make loans in time of peace, 
live in constant disputes with the clergy, parlia- 
ment, &c 

"The French minister. Contest, said te mef, 
England should shake off the prejudices wo Itad 

* FranM, Tul. evil, 
f Diiiwlcli Df ISlh March, I7S% Ftsnca, toL cii. 
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adopted to tbe diskdvanUgo t^ tlimt taonarcb ; he 
wu afraid we had suffered ourselves to take impres- 
ttODS agaiast tho king of Prussia by the iDsiouations 
fii some other courts, that were no friends to the pre- 
•ent tranquillity. For that he (Contest) knew the 
■entimenta of the lung of Prussia were very different 
flmm those our unjust jetJousies of him made us im- 
pute to him, and Uiat he had no greater desire than 
to MO the general repose of Europe fixed on a aolid 
and laating foundation. I endeavoured to refute 
this, and to prove that the king*s actions did not 
agree with his words. Contest, however, concluded 
by saying> he h<^>ed we would one day or other 
remove our suspicions." 

Soon after this the nuflunderstandiDg between 
England and Austria was renewed, respecting tho 
deetion of Joseph as king of the Bomans, and the 
alairs of the Palatinate. Accordin^y, Lord Hol- 
demesB writes, on the 6th of August, to Lord Albe- 
marle* : — " You may seethe weak and unjustifiable 
part which the court of Vienna has acted both wilh 
r^ard to their own interests, and the attention 
wUdi they ought to have had to the king of £Dg' 
land, who showed himself so active in the affair of 
the election. The conrt of Vienna might have ob- 
tained tho unanimity of the electors, if they would 
have McriGced a small sum of money in comparison 
<^ the greatness and advantage of the object. And 
titey mi^t, without any hazard, have originally pro- 
ceeded legally and constitutionally to the election 
with their eminent majiwity, if they had not raised 
gronndless difficulties themselves, infused them into 

• FlMce, toI. aJA. 
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(Ma]m, euwed France Mid Proaai* to dircftten mmIi 

SB oppoaHioB to it, as nahes bu^ a m ew wtc at 
'pnsrat very tHiadrwaUe'" 

Anstria endeavoared to 'defend itself i^Mint tlMae 
BTtd similBr accomttom. That it was mpoenble 1m 
■&ent to yield to the arbitrarf dewanda of tite Pala- 
tinate, vliioh would only have oaHed foitfa nev 
elaiiDB. For tite election of the Idatg, A««tha waa 
net inclined te sacrifice modi, and naoM ratlwr 
iprietly abide the issue than at preaent owmuirter 
great difSeulties. 

The dulce Of Newcastle was as rnneh diipleased 
with Prussia as with Austria ; tmy, he was eren more 
▼iolent than the court of Vienna itsdf. Ilws, on 
the 24th ef January, 1753, he wrote to Lord Albe- 
marle*: — Prussia IruBtrates the election of the Bomm 
king, and has only unjust, antbitions, and deepetic 
views. " It is to no purpose either to deny this to 
be the «ase, or to prove that it ought not to be so ; 
the fact is evident beyond all contradiction ; and if 
the court of Vienna will not see it in that light, they 
are more blind to their own interests than I eon wHl- 
ing to believe they will be." 

In truth, however, all tacts and proofs of Frede- 
rick's unjust, ambitious, and despotic plaas are en- 
tirely wanting ; for that he totdc the part of lus sub* 
jects f when their ships were ««»ed in -eoBBeqaenee 
of the English commercial laws, cannot, by any pos- 
sibility, be designated a di^irbanoe of the peace of 
Etirope. 

* FtaDcc, vol. cxtU 
t Lrttar of I3lh FebruM}-, 1733, Auihia, toI. eliizn. 
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" If ^w Idng of Prema" (writes the 4afa« ofNew- 
cBstle, OB the'9thof March, 1753, to VieBB*,) " takes 
•oy steps to hreA the peace in co n se^Benoe of Ae 
Tiolenre Blresdy begoB agaiiMt ihe vnbjects of the 
emprcM'qoeen *, then the king -sf Efig4«Bd is irill- 
ingf io give a sufficient subddy to the PruisiatM, sat 
flien only it caB be waBted. 

'-' " You itiH submit to hwinperialvtsjestywhedMr 
it might not be proper that the Austrian troops 
should be so disposed, as in case of an ttttaek feom 
the king -of Prussia on his nit^esty, a very oonsida^ 
aA>le drversien may be immediately made by the«D»* 
presB-qneen's troops,"* 

Austria laid hold on this ezpression, and offered 
tnry asmstance compatible witli Hie treaty ; ttMy, 
Maria Theresa even said t, that her troops should 
be armed, " not only to defend ourselTes if attaokedt 
but might even be a meanei of pNrenting Prussis 
from attempting anything to disturb the peace." 

Though these general observatioBs very much cor- 
responded viiih the earlier expressions made use of 
England, no further notice was taken of them in 
London -, on which account Austria also drew ba^ 
and acted as if the thought had originated m& Eng- 
land. Conrtesy, however, vas not wanting; and on 
the 12th of December, Kaunitz wrote from Vienaa to 
Jjord Albemarle J, " Count Stahrenberg has orders 
to behave towards you with cordiality, which, from 
the happy and complete harmony between our two 
courts, cannot fail to be advantfi^^us to business. 

• Letter of tha 13ih rcl»uu]r> I7S3, Austria, Tal.clznvi. What 
aet> of Tiolenee ii aol laid, 
t Kipatch of 14th Augiut, 1793. I France, *oL e»iii. 
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Kaunits also speaks of the pernicious endeavours of 
the French for uniTersal dominion, and of tlie neces- 
sity of opposing them by every possible means *." 

This vas particularly welcome to Uie English, aa 
the misuaderstanding between them and the French 
respecting America daily increased. Kach party 
endeavoured to lay the blame on the other, and 
spolce of a wish (or peace, while both prepared for 
war. 

From the confVtsioa of diplomacy, two entirely 
opposite views gradually arose from the force of 
circumstances; namely, that of England to unite all 
Europe i^^nst France ; and that of Aostria to 
unite alt Europe against Prussia. For some time 
these two objects seemed to hannooize ; soon, how- 
ever, their incompatibility was manifest, and the 
question rose who was to conquer the other in negi^ 
tiations. Austria, without doubt, obtained its ob- 
ject both in France and Prussia, and brought Frede- 
rick to those measures and conclusions on which opi- 
nions are to the present day divided. My further 
communications will very much tend to correct and 
throw some light upon these opinions. I must, how- 
ever, proceed very gradually, as the diplomatic cor- 
respondence is much fuller, and also more intricate,- 
from this period, 

* Diapitcli from A^enna of 33iil Auguit, ITSJiAartriajTul. clxzxix. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

Sihwtion of tba {Mwnt — KumU— Ifwnnd«ntaadi&^ brtvmi Ebb* 
ImoA kod Audru— Difinnei of their lut plaai — EngUih orgv 
liMJoDi in St. Peivnijurg— The court— FaTourifei—FEIei^Kilrft. 
nigaiieet~Winl of mooey — lpcre»«ingdi»put«reipectingAinBri« 
— KlgHih and AuilTiBa polic; — Deelantiau of Count Kauait^— 
AeliTC iManmi againit Piuuta — Brrtucbaff — Wurouiow — la- 
triguci in Ruuis — TIm empreu Eliiabelh'i uiiwet la Fiance and 
FrtBua— Venality and want of nooej in Ruuia — Tmty betweci) 
Buna and EDgUad — Catheiine — Pctn. 

Tbb nearer ne come to ihe great war which was bo 
inpcffUnt in the hiatory of the world, Dot merely on 
aeeiHint of its duration, but, abore all, from the 
toanner in which it was carried on, and which be- 
ome for Frederick II. and Prussia a monument of 
eternal glory, the more numerous are the ques- 
tions that present themselree, and deserve to be 
thoroughly investigated and answered. For in- 
stance i in case of a maritime war between England 
and France, were the powers able and willing to 
preserre peace on the Continent? In particular, 
was the maintenance ef peace or the reoovery of 
Silesia the main object of the policy of Austria 7 
Could the neutrality of Bussia bo reasonably de* 
pended upon or not ? What power had the most 
reason to reckon on its support ? Had Frederick II. 
nSicient grounds for war or not1 Must his attack 
on Austria be designated as self-defence, an error, 
or unjust desire of conquest? 

I propose these questions, not with the view of 
answering them in such or such a manner by de- 
tailed arguments, but because I wish the reader to 
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bear them in mind, that he may the more eanfy 
uawer them himself &om the following eafnmuBi- 
cationa. 

As eaiiy aa May, 1754, Count Kanniti mumly 
vtgeA that Eaplaad abtuiiA bring about ita amm 
treaty irith Rnssia*. Austria undoubtedly tbos^ht 
to take advantage of it for itself againit Pruaaia, 
asd calcalafed more oorrectly than the British mi- 
nstry. " Coont KAumts," coattmiea die Sngliah 
ambassadw, " mentioned another rarcumstance ; 
viz., that the Czarina had likewise required tbat the 
empress queen should assemble a considerable body 
•f troops upon the frontiers tbat 1^ ne^ to the 
Ptussian dominions, to which ber imperial majesty 
das given ftn- answer, that she was so bappy as t» 
have prevented the wishes of the empress of B u sshi 
on that point ; for that her troops bad be«n tor « 
^reat while past disposed in such a taannOT, that 
sbe conld, in a -very little timOj assemble a very 
oonsiderable amy anywhere upon the frootieni df 
Prussia that ini^ht be tbooght proper, and that slu 
bad made tiiie dispoMtion in conseqoenee of tim 
obligation Ak bad entered into with the etnpresa «f 
BuBiia, ID the fourth secret article of their treaty. 

" Count Kannitz said that they had chosen te 
mention ihe obligation of the said secret article, t» 
let the court of Russia thereby ludentand that tlw 
Csarina was, by a,/,irmer tngcgemetU, obliged to lea»« 
the body of troops in IJT«aia whidi di« nosr lud 
tlwre, abont whi^ she made so great a voiae, avd 
for which she demanded so great a si^ of ■ 

Notwitlistanding their apparently-si^lar 
-sures and objects, Austria and the nuiritime | 

• Aurtrfs, toL clixiviiL Diipatch ftom V>kii»; tMk iUj, 1704. 
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liamAy dHrnhed epiposite views, aad »«w mMinder- 
th wJi« j; i aMM fimn lite eoBtinaed diiputo about 
ilK Buxier Treaty. I^rd Hi^denwH wrote cm tUi 
aafcject to Mr. EiOtlt «t Vienna, OB the Tth of Jasa- 
try, 17&5* : — " If aay one oould aaapect tbe imperial 
HBKton d t>eiag fiU»e enoogli in all their former 
frafeMMDB of attacfameat to tbe |»e«eat ayitein of 
I!an>pe, and to the tnioaof the court of Vienna, witk 
the raaritunc powers, or to be weak eaongli to aap* 
pose that the house of Aiurtiia eati maiBtain itsetf 
mpoa any other plairt-, one aaiffht be apt to bc^ier* 
Acy had made tne of the low artifice to Bcparate dw 
maritime powers in a question in which they art 
nntu^ly interested, by privKtoly offering to one 
what waa kept hid irom the other, witfaont, hswevor, 
Mty serious intentioTW of performing it at xH. 

■■ The king of EnglBwl will make ose more laat 
l(ni(itfrvto'pre>enre ^at systeni which is in sadi»- 
arinewt dmger cf being iWolved by the false policy, 
tajsetiee, and ingmtitude cf t^ court of Vienva. 

"You cannot bat know bow many people '^Mire 
■re in the NelbeflaDds wb» think aa atiiaBca with 
tiie king of Prussia preferable to that with the bouse 
«f Austria ; uid the preeeot oeadiict of tbe oovrt of 
^enna wifl make it impmoticable for any ministry 
fa HoQaad to oppose the torrent." 

" I know not." oontimies Holdemois en tbe IMt 
*rPebnmi7, 17roj, " where I shdll begin to lameBt 
the wi i ag aided attd nngrateftd eomisels which the 
«aart of Vienna have so' fatally pursn^ vince the 



f TM* M jmbaUj in alluoion to the tUiaoM wilh Fnuee, vbich 
WM still (liaugbt to be impouiible. 
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peace of Aix-la-Chapellc ; the coldness and rescntt 
they have Hhown to his majesty upon all occasions; 
tlie little concert their ministers in foreign courts 
have acted with towards those employed by his ma- 
jesty ; the caution, and almost diffidence, with whidi 
they have entered, even into such measures as vere 
■olcly calculated for their interest ; and their total 
rilence upon the several attempts which hare been 
made to form a defensive system ; hut, above alii 
their unjustifiable conduct upon the subject of the 
Barrier Treaty, have necessarily forced his majesty 
(of England) of late to unusual reserve and secrecy 
on his part. 

" Kaunits lias found it, and over will lind it, im- 
practicable to carry so vain a project into cxeculioni 
Nor is there a power in Europe who will enter into 
any measures with the house of Austria that are not 
supported by the king of England's weight and 
influence ; a thorough knowledge that without the 
king's assistance the engagements of the court of 
Vienna must be inefiectual." 

Here already we are induced to malce some ob- 
servations. England and Holland regarded the 
Barrier Treaty as unalterable and lasting, while, on 
the contrary, Austria imagined that some of the eaa- 
ditions which bore hard upon it might in time be 
altered. This was the more natural, as England 
required the ud of Austria in the furtherance of its 
own plans. The disputes with America lay entirety 
without the circle of their own interests, and if a 
continental war was inevitable, it must have been the 
wish of Anstria that it should be against Prussia. It 
was impossible either to seek or to bring about a war 
with Franco. If Austria spoke of the muntenancc 
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of Uie old system of Europe, it thought, at leut in-^ 
tenMlly, of its oonditioii befwe 1740, while England 
tiwught of its condition after 1748. Now if England 
and Austria remained on one side, while Franco and 
Prussia took the other, this equipoise appeared to 
priHuise no advantage to either, and the issue seemed 
to depend on the resolutions of Bussia. Accordingly, 
the diplomatists at this arbitrary court were more 
tlian usually occupied, as the following dispatches 
prove. 

" The Russian senate" (writes Williams on the 
15th of January, 1755*) " has rcsolrcd, with respect 
to the king of Prussia's present situation and his 
future views, and they have unanimously thought that 
be was already become too great, and that the least 
Airlher accession to his power was highly dangerous 
to the interests uf Ktissia : 60,000 recruits havo been 
levied." 

At the same timo Williams negotiated with Briihl 
oa the renewal of the contract for subsidiesf . The 
latter denies having anywhere, or in any manner, 
furthered the interests of France and Prussia. 
Williams, however, speaks of " the avarice, vanity, 
aad ambition of Br&hl." 

Bestuchcff complains, in a note, that England will 
not pay Russia enough subsidies^, while they had 
collected an army of 6O,00U men, which, without any 
assistance, was to make a diversion agunst the king 
of Prussia by attacking his dominions by land, while 
a fleet should do the same by sea, and that for thia 



• Sl>l«-p>pet OSm, S«sonj, mL Ld*< 
I Diifateb gf SSlh JuuBty. $ Dbpatch at 3«h Jamarf. 
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ofaj«et 60,000 men were got in ftadinesfl ; that tits 
English ke{)t the »ffiur nnaettled vith triftes, dia» 
■muiged ita progreu, ftnd fhutrftted nil his exer* 
tio«B. " I confess," eonelndea Bestadieff, " that i 
am almost incUned to suspect that the Eagli^ hava 
done all this to spy out the land, and to diaeom 
the sentiments of the enpresa EEzabetih respeeting 
the king of FVussia.'' 

Passing' over all the intrigaes md cormptioiM, 
f%tes and extravagances, plans and hopes, at die 
Bossian court from 1747 to 1755, I come at once 
to the commencement of the latter year. In Febru- 
ary, 1755, Mr. Guy Dickens, the English ambaa- 
lador at St Petersburg, vishes to be recalled, and 
writes* : — " His majesty should have at this court a 
ninister in the full strength and vigour of his ag^ 
as, in their way of thinking here, they look uimd a 
foreign minister not missing a court day, baU, 
masquerade, play, opera, or any other pubhc diver- 
non, to be the chief and principal object of hia 
mission, which at my time of life I cannot do, and 
yet is absolutely necessary. 

" The great chancellor's avnsion to business is as 
great as that of the empress his mistress. If the 
great chancellor followed my advice; instead of writ- 
ing representations, he would not lie' in bed till noon; 
but at 10 o'clock be in the old favourite's f apart- 
ments, where the empress going frequently in and 
ooit, he would have opportunities enough to quicken 
her resolutions upon any points of business lying 

* Ruuia, Tal. Ixii. IHap&lchea of ISih uid 'Jod Febmaiy, mod 
4th uid Ulh Maicb. 

f The Dew bvoisitc will mmki b« mmtiooed. 
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before her. For months together the hu found 
iMt a moment of leisure to attend to tnuiness. 

" Sinee hut Wednesday* we have had not leia 
than three masquerades and one opera, and there is 
not one day in this weeV, which is called the buttca 
week, that, is not maiked out for one diverncHi w 
other. The next \reek begins the I^ent, when every 
body will be. praying and fasting ; and the ve^ 
after that, half the town, as is usual, will be sick, by 
falUng at once from the most luxurious, to the meet 
abstemious way oi living ; so that, for these three 
weeks to ccHoe, we are not to expect any use will he- 
made here of pen, paper, and ink. Afterwards I 
hope to set matters a-going^, for the empress cannot 
be always upon her knees, and other diversions must 
have their turn." 

Yet after the expiration of this time, the com- 
plunts of the ambasudor are repeated^: — "Nothing" 
(he writes) " goes cm. It proceeds from the diminu- 
tion of the great chancellor's credit, or &om the in- 
crease of the empress's aversion to business, or from 
both, as is most Ukely. The great chancellor never 
•ees or speaks to the empress himself; everything is 
tzansacted by representations in writing, which the 
great chanceUcuc sends to the young favourite, Iwaa 
Schuwalof. who lays them before the empress when 
he finds her in the humour to do business. Every 
where we meet with little dirty intrigues. 

" The great chancellor himself complaina of this 
state of affairs imd these delays. Such proceedings^, 
he s(ud, were a prostitution of their credit and repu- 
tation in the eyes of their fnends and foes, but he 

• Dnpateh of 1 lih UuA, 17S9. t Diipateh of ISth Itttk. 

X DUpateb of 3^1h Mucb. ( Di^teh of 41b \piL 
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knew no help ; for since my last, tho young faTour- 
ile, through whose hands all affairs of great or littte 
consequence pass at present, has been very ill, by 
having over-heated himself in the bacchanalian life 
which was led here the week before last ; so that, till 
he is perfectly recovered, we are not to expect the 
empress will mind any husinesa. The young favour 
ite's fit of illness * is changed into the rheumatism, 
which takes up the care and thoughts of the whole 
court." 

While affairs at St. Petersbui^ were in this state 
of stagnation, the relation between England and 
France assumed a more and more serious character. 

On the I2th of May the English plenipotentiary, 
Buvigoy de Cosne (1), writes from Parisf : — " I am 
persuaded M. Ronill^'s personal inclination is for pre- 
serving the public tranquillity, and I find the general 
wish in this country is for peace ; particularly on 
this occasion, as they seem to have no opinion of the 
French marine being in a condition to cope with that 
of Great Britain." 

I cannot undertake to ^ve in this place even an 
extract from the excessively voluminous negotiations 
relative to America. Both sides made proposals and 
counter-proposals which, they reciprocally affirmed, 
could not be accepted, and neither could give up 
what doubtless belonged to it. The French wished 
that all hostilities in America should be forbidden, 
and then the negotiations continued; as tho weaker 
party, they appeared to make the most reasonable 
proposals. The English, on the other hand, who 
were better prepared, desired to lose no time, but in 
some way speedily to enforce their demands. 

" Dlipaleh of aih AptU. f FraDr«,TaLEuc 

Dgilizedt^COOglC 
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Such sna the state of affairs, nben Mr. Williams, 
the new English ambassador at St. Petersburg, re- 
ceived the following instructiona from Lord Holder* 
ness* : — " It is not probable that the differences be- 
tween England and France will be amicably settled, 
and hence (so the French ambassadors at tendon and 
the Hague openly affirm) a general war will follow. 
For this reason, and because the treaty concluded 
with Russia in 1742 eKptres in 1757, a new one must 
be promptly made. On this occasion, it will be 
proper to convince the Bussians that they will re- 
main only an Asiatic power, if they sit still and give 
the king of Prussia an opportunity of putting in 
execution his ambitious, dangerous, and long-con- 
certed schemes of aggrandizement. His majesty 
has authorized you, by your full powers and instruc- 
tions, to do what may be necessary on his part for 
preventing such a calamity." 

Had Frederick II. even cherished in his heart a 
wish to conquer all Europe, he had given no indi- 
cation of it since the peace of Dresden, and was by 
no means so situated with respect to all the other 
powers, that it would have been an easy game for 
him to play. He had much more to fear than to 
hope, and more reason to think even now of defence 
than of groundless attack. These expressions of 
Holdernesfl were therefore words without facts and 
proofs, chiefly because he looked upon Frederick 
merely aa an auxiliary of France, and regarded only 
what was immediately before him. The policy of 
the court of Vienna was more prudent, judicious, 
and natural. 

■ Jiutruetioiiiof the lllh April, ITU. Rnuia, voLlxiL 
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On the 22nd of May, 1755, Keith writes from 
Vienna'*: — " Count Kuinitz wishes that England 
and France may agree, for a maritime war may easily 
lead to a war by land, attended by very evil conse- 
quences. He had the empress's express orders to 
assure me, in the strongest and most direct terms, 
that she thought her interests inseparable from, or 
more properly to be the same with, those of his ma- 
jesty ; and that the empress was persuaded her own 
safety was only to be found in that of her allies, — 
especially of the liing. That, in that light, she was 
resolved to fulfil all her engagements, not only to 
the letter, but to the sense, of the treaty, by exert- 
ing her utmost force for that purpose. 

" Eaunitz spoke further of France as a hostile 
power, and expressed apprehensions for the Aus- 
trian Netherlands. If Maria Theresa were secured 
by BuEsia against Prussia, she would assist the Icing 
of England in Flanders and Hanover, — but not 
before. 

" Eitunitz added, he hoped that his majesty did 
not consider the empress as hb ally alone i^inst 
France, but likewise against the lung of Prussia, 
who, though not so powerful as the other, was fully 
as dangerous. He observed that this new power had 
quite changed the old system of Europe, and that 
nothing could set it to rights but making onTselves 
sure of the Russians." 

On the 19th of June, Keith said to Kaunitzj:— " It 
is almost certain that we should have the Rusfflan 
troops immediately at our command) and ready to 
make such a diversion against his Prussian m^esty 

• AuitriB, ToL nr. t Ibid.. 
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as would make him think twice before he engaged 
himself in an offensive war against her imperial 
majesty." 

Here England and Anstria appear to be active in 
ho&tihty ^^nst Frederick, while the latter had not 
done anything similar, either alone or in conjunction 
with others. Austria, however, notwithstanding the 
above assertions of Keith, would not send an army 
to Flanders, and thereby irritate France, and expose 
itself on the side of Prussia. It very clearly stated 
the motives of its conduct in a note of the let of 
June, in which is the following passage : — " England 
doubtless does not imagine that we do not perfectly 
comprehend the great difference between a treaty to 
be made and a treaty concluded, between 60,000 
Bussians on paper, in cantonments very distant from 
each other, and 80,000 Prussians, who can assemble 
in a fortnight, and fait upon the dominions of the 
empress." 

Notwithstanding this apparently perfect concord 
between Engluid and Austria, Keith, however, 
found reason to ask for explanations respecting the 
relations between the latter court and France*. 
Kaunitz answered : — " Tlie Flench boast of their 
love of peace, abuse England, and endeavour to 
prqudice Austria against it. But I might easily 
behere he knew the court of Austria too well to be 
imposed on by their little arts, and that he did not 
put more than the just value on the sincerity of their 
declarations. He said they had taken effectual, 
though secret, measures for providing everything 
that was necessary to take the field upon a day's 
warning." 
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This inclination to war was not, however, directed 
to a war in Flanders, but in Silesia. Accordingly, 
Lord Holderncss was extremely dissatisfied when he 
received tlie above-mentioned note, and wrote to 
Keith*:—" It would be very easy for me to refute 
the false reasoning of that absurd paper." 

It became the more necessary to remove the hesi- 
tation which is here blamed, as the French pressed 
the English in North America, and the latter had, 
by way of retaliation, captured two ships of the line 
(by Admiral Boscawen) off Nmvfoundland, on the 
10th of Junef. The French would not let this pass 
as a mere mistake, or enter into negotiations for the 
restoration of the ships, but considered themselves 
both deceived and af&onted ; so that the French 
ambassador left I/indon without taking leave. 

In order to induce Austria to act against France, 
England persisted in its endeavours to excite Russia 
against Prussia. " Not only Bestucheff" says 
Williams on the 4th of July^, " is for an alliance 
with England, but Woronzow also has seen his 
error, and is now persuaded that the king of Prussia 
is the power of whom Kussia ought to be the most 
jealous, as being her most natural and formidable 
enemy." 

One feels inclined to contradict the foolish idea, 
that Frederick projected an offensive war gainst 
Russia; but it seems quite unnecessary to take this 
trouble, as we find the grounds for that conviction 
developed in the ambassador's letter : — " Mr. Olsu- 
fiow ia the soul of Woronzow, who speaks but as 

• Letter of 6th Aupul. Ibid. 

f Diipatchn of 3l)th and 22iid July. Fnnee, vol ciix. 

I Huniia, Tol. Lul. 

Dgilizedt^COOglC 



1755.] CONVENTION WITH RUSSIA. — PRESENTS. 221 

Olsufiow prompts. For 1500 ducats ready money 
and 500 per annum pension, 1 can Eecure this per- 
gon, and I imagine 1 can make Tery great use of 
him. Funk, the Saxon ambassador, has similar in- 
fluence ; he Eervcs his court faithfully, but has re- 
ceived no salary for nine quarters, and therefore is 
often in great distress. He wilt serve the king faith- 
fully for the same sum which 1 have proposed for 
Olsufiow. 

" The third person Avho must be gained is Wol- 
kow, the private secretary of Bestucheff. A present 
of 500 ducats and a pension of 250 will make this 
person my own. Hitherto, however, I have made 
preliminary offers only to Olsufiow." 

On the 24lh of July, Holdemess approves the 
payment of all these sums, and on the 9Ui of August 
Williams writes * that " a convention had at length 
been signed with Russia, the main object of which was 
aid against France and co-operation with Austria." 

Besides the usual diplomatic presents, Bestucheff 
received 10,000/., and then cunningly enough re- 
quested that an extraordinary present might be 
^ven to Woronzow. Olsufiow accepted with thanks 
what was offered; whether a similar arrangement 
was effected with Funk docs not appear. 

" It is certain," continues Williams, " that what- 
ever money this court is to receive by the first secret 
article, goes into the empress's privy purse ; and as 
she is at present building two or three very large 
palaces, she wants a sum of money to carry on these 
buildings ; and this has greatly contributed to finish 
the convention so soon ! 
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" The empress's aversion to France and Pmssia 
gi-ows daily stronger, and her attachment to the 
king and his allies (Austria) increases so bst, that 
I will engage, weak as I am, by the help of those 
little assistances I have asked of the king, to pnt 
this court more in his majesty's haruls than ever it 
was yet in those of any other sovereign, and that 
nothing shall he done here that shall be contrary to 
his majesty's inclination, or diSerent from what he 
shall dictate." 

We shall see how this excessive confidence of the 
ambassador misled also the English court. Both 
foi^t that when resolutions are adopted without 
reasons, or only for secondary reasons, nobody can 
calculate with certainty, and that, where the true 
interest of the state is given up to the highest 
bidder, more purchasers are hkely to appear ; and 
still more in case that a great change of relations 
and policy affords an easy opportunity for pretexts 
and evasions. 

The ambassador continues : — " The great chan- 
cellor Bestucheff exerted himself much to our advan- 
tage. Great joy appeared in his face when he found 
his avarice satisfied by the private offers. Woron- 
zow, too, did his best. Would his majesty be pleased 
to give him something above his ordinary fees, to 
buy him a ring : 500^ bestowed in this manner would 
have a great effect in ciurying on future business in 
this court," 

Two days afW, 11th of August, Williams writes*: 
— " The great chancellor assured me, in the strong- 
est terms, that any augmentation of the first pay* 
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ment, stipulated by the first secret article, would be 
extremely agreeable, and a sort of personal obliga- 
tion to her imperial majesty. This augmentation 
shall put both this court and the empress entirely 
into hie majesty's management : 50,0001. or so, for 
the empress's private uae, would hare a great effect. 
In short, all that has been given hitherto, is to pur- 
chase the assistance of the forces of Russia, but this 
last sum, if given, will purchase the empresB." 

The more contented and happy Williams felt, at 
having concluded the long wished-for treaty, the 
more unexpected and unpleasant must it have been 
to him, that much fault was found in England, both 
with its form and contents*. First it was demand<»l 
that a copy should be signed by the king of England 
alone, and his name placed first; and still more 
fault was found with the alterations made in die first 
project, respecting the departure and the march of 
the army, the time for making the payment, Sec. 

Eaunitz was more satisfied with the treatyf, which 
was calculated to be dangerous, not to the French, 
but to the Prussians. 

On the 2nd of October, Williams writes from St. 
PetersburgJ : — " The health of the empress is bad. 
^e is affected with spitting of blood, shortnesB of 
breath, constant coughing, swelled legs, and water 
on the chest; yet she duiced a minuet with me§. 
There is a great fermentation at court. Peter doei 
not conceal his enmity to the Schuwalofs ; Catherine 

• HolderneM to WUImuu*, ZSth Augnit. BuMia, vul. Iiiii. 

t Dispatch ttmn Viemu oT 3nl September. Auilria, <al. esei. 

J Ruuia, vol. Ixiii. 

( WiUiwn* WM mch an unbMwdoi m Guy IHckeni had a** 

tchbed M fit for St. Petenburs. 
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is on good terms with Bestachcff. As her imperial 
highness (Catherine) is the person who, in case of 
accidents, will rale here, I think it my duty to in- 
form the king of my observations upon her, which I 
can the better do, because I often have conversations 
with her for hours together, as my rank places me at 
supper always next to her. Since her coming to 
this country, she has, by every method in her power, 
endeavoured to gain the affections of this nation ; 
she applied herself with diligence to study their lan- 
guage, and speaks it at present (as the Russians tell 
me) in the greatest perfection. She has also suc- 
ceeded in her other aim, for she is esteemed and 
beloved here in a high degree. Her person is very 
advantageous, and her manners very captivating. 
She has a great knowledge of this empire, and makes 
it her only study. She has parts, and the great 
chancellor tells me that nobody has more steadiness 
and resolution. 

" She has of late declared herself openly to me, in 
respect of the king of Prussia*. She is not only 
convinced that he is the natural and formidable ene- 
my of Bussia, but I find she hates him personally. 
She told me lately, in speaking of the prince of 
Prussia, that he has not his Prussian majesty's un- 
derstanding, and as to his heart, it could not be so 
bad as his brother's, because the king of Prussia's 
was certainly the worst in the world. 

" She never mentions the king of England but 
with the utmost respect and highest regard; is tho- 
roughly sensible of the utility of the union between 
England and Bussia; always calls his majesty the 
empress's best and greatest ally, and flatters herself 
* We mtj doubt wtiether Cathrrioe tpoke quite tioccieljr. 
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that tlie king will also give his friendship and pro> 
tcction to the great duke and herself. 

" As for the great duke, he is weak and violent, 
but his confidence in the great duchess is so great, 
that sometimes he tells people that, though he does 
not understand things himself, yet his wife under- 
stands everything. 

" Should the empress, as I fear, soon die, the 
government will quietly devolve on them. 

" A Mr. Douglas, arriving here from Paris, the 
suspicious Austrian ambassador* aaked him, what 
he meant to do in this country ? and he answered, 
I am come by the advice of my physician for the 
benefit of a cold chmate." 
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Aftkr various repeated difficulties, the treaty be- 
tween England and Bussia was concluded, though 
not yet ratified by the empressf . All parties con- 

* Diapateh of the 7th of October, 
t Diapatch of IBtb No«ember>j Biuaia, vA. IxiU. 
l3 
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lidered this as an important, petliaps decuive, 
event . 

Wlut then was the stat« of affairs 7 The mari- 
time war between England and France was inevit- 
able, or rather had already broken out England 
now wished, either to preserve peace on the conti- 
nent, in order that it might act with undivided forcea 
at sea, or to carry on the war by land with the as- 
sistance of Austria and Bussia, in such a manner 
that Prussia and France might be overpowered. Of 
the possibility of inducing France to join Austria, 
or of separating Prussia firom France, no mention 
whatever is yet made. Now Pruesia was in no strict 
connexion with France ; on the contrary, the treaty 
concluded between them (besides that it was of little 
or no importance in circumstances entirely new) 
would soon expire. Consequently, Frederick stood 
quite alone, and had the most imperative induce- 
ment to consider what was to be done in so critical 
a situation. For the danger which threatened Prus- 
sia, Irom England, Russia, and Austria, appeared 
much greater than the assistance which might be 
expected from France. 

It would undoubtedly have been the most salu- 
tary and the wisest plan, for the continent of Eu- 
rope, to keep France from Germany, and Austria 
from Prussia; in a wotA, to avni cvety war. This 
was Frederick's first and immediate object But 
was it that of the other powers ? From the dis- 
patches already communicated, this may well be 
doubted, and, after what I am now going to pro- 
duce, it may be positively denied. 

In the first place, it is strange that, from August 
to November, 1755, or rather to February, 1756y 
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the Austrian miniBtera spoke, as good as not at all, 
ap<ni basioesB with the English ambassador Keith, 
at Vienna*; and it is probable that the English 
ministers in London acted in the same manner. A 
suspicion b also expressed, that Austria is carrying 
on negotiations in Kussia, of which England has n« 
knowledge ; nay, Williams writesfj " that Count Zin- 
zendorf, who bad lately arrived at St Petersbui^ 
excites the jealousy even of the Austrian ainba»- 
sadoT Esterhazy." It is likely, however, that Ester- 
hazy, who was well informed, only affected this, in 
order the better to deceive Williams. 

A sudden ray of light falls into the obscurity, and 
affords us a glance of the most profound secrets, 
of which scarcely any one had hitherto thought, and 
none had ventured to speak. On the 10th of Octo> 
ber, 17^5, Lord Holdcrness plainly says to Mtt- 
chelij : " Our object is France ; Austria's, is PruEsia. 
Nor will they give us assistance against the one, un- 
less we make an enemy of the other, and help them 
to recover what they have lost in the last war ; and 
surely, in pur present circumstances, it would hav« 
been madness for us to have thought of such a 
scheme." 

To this remarkable text, the new instructions, 
which Lord Holdemess sent to Mr. WilUamB at St. 
Petersbui^, on the 26th of December, 1755 §, fur- 
nish a complete and instructive commentary. The 
substance of it is as follows:—" The first object of 
the English negotiations at the Russian court, was 



• Slitc-paper Office, Sussii, toI. iid. 

f IKipatcti of Bth NoTcmber. Riuua, vol. liiii. 

X ltitcbdlFapen,«^xuis. ( RoMis, vol. biii. 
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directed ^unst Prussia, in case the differences, 
which arose between the king of England and that 
prince, had been pushed to extremity. Next came, 
in the second place, the far more important Ameri- 
can disputes and far greater objects ; the offers for 
subsidies were also increased. The main object, 
however, was to preserve the peace of Europe. We 
have, therefore, communicated to Prussia the treaty 
concluded between Russia and England, with the 
intimation that it was by no means meant as an of- 
fensive or hostile measure against his Prussian ma- 
jesty; but that its sole object was to obtain security 
against all attacks. 

" I need not hide from you," continues IjotA 
HoIdemesB, " that the Austrian minister here has 
taken umbrage at the public declarations made in 
parliament. They suspect a predilection for the 
king of Prussia, and insinuate an alteration of mea- 
Bures in England, with no other foundation than be- 
cause the king of England has not willingly suffered, 
tho king of Prussia to be forced into hostile mea- 
sures (perhaps contrary to his present intentions) by 
France, at a time when no other power in Europe, be- 
sides England and France, is directly interested in 
the differences which subsist ; and when a refusal, 
on the part of the court of Berlin, to enter into the 
French system, may be the best means of preserv- 
ing peace in Europe, which is at all times so desir- 
able, and now so necessary. 

" Thus far, perhaps, it may not be improper to 
drop, in a conversing manner, to the Russian minis- 
ters, in order to sound them how far tho court of 
Vienna may have endeavoured to mislead them, by 
reasoning upon phantoms of their own imaginations. 
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and without any real knowledge of the truth of what 
u going on. 

*' But, for your own private information, I have 
the king's leave to inform you of a fact of the ut- 
most importance, and whidi requires the strictest 
Becrecy. It is to acquaint you, that in consequence 
of what passed between Mr. Michel (the Prussian am- 
bassador) and myself, he has received orders from his 
court to acquaint me, that the king his master was 
tnueli pleased with the communication which had 
been made to him of the Russian treaty, and of the 
sentiments expressed by the king upon this occasion. 
That, inclining to preserve the peace of Europe in 
general, he is dedrous to begin with securing that 
of Germany; and thinks that this end may be best 
obtained by a treaty of neutrality for the empire, 
during the present troubles, drawn up in such a 
manner as not to give offence to any other power; 
and Mr. Michel proceeded to chalk out a method 
for accommodating the differences which had arisen 
between his majesty and the king of Prussia. 

" In this spirit, a project of a treaty has been 
drawn up. If the king of Prussia is sincere, the 
peace oF Germany may undoubtedly be maintained ; 
as it cannot be imagined that France would ven- 
ture to march an army into the empire, if Prussia 
is seriously determined to oppose it. But if (which 
is not to be supposed) the king of Prussia should 
have some sinister motive in the overtures he has 
made, endeavours may possibly bo used, even by 
himself, to instil jealousies at Petersburg, as if wo 
were neglecting Uie Russian alliance, and entering 
into secret measures for defeating it. The very 
contrary is the case. The king knows that the con- 
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elusion of the treaty of Bussia is one great induce- 
ment to the king of Prussia's present way of think- 
ing, and his mi^esty is persuaded that the Czarina's 
known m^^animi^ will be equally satisfied witli 
having greatly contributed to preserve peace and 
security to ber allies, par un coup de plume, as if 
she htud an opportunity of showing the bravery of 
bet troops and the greatness of the power of ha 
arms, 

" But if you should not have the greatest reas(Hi 
to think that the king of Prussia should have been 
beforehand, and either unfolded the mystery, or 
endeavour to graft insinuations upon it, that the 
measure is repugnant to the thorough confidence 
and close alliance \rhich it is his lu^esty's most sin- 
cere intention to preserve with the empress of Russia, 
you must keep it all secret, even from the great 
chancellor Bestucheff himself. 

" And I must add yet another caution, — that you 
should not be led to make a communication of this 
important nature, even though the Austrian ministei 
should use his endeavours to raise suspicion or un- 
easiness at St. Petersburg, upon the measures which 
the king finds it necessary to undertake in order to 
procure the peace and tranquillity of the empire, 
which the court of Vienna themselves have but too 
much neglected. Perhaps the Austrian ambassador 
may have been instructed to do ill offices to the king's 
service at St Petersburg ; but you are neither to 
complain nor resent the behaviour of the court of 
Vienna, but in case of extremity to act only on the 
defensive." 

Thus, at the conclusion of the year 1755, a new 
world of great and important events opens to our 
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Yiew. What u the first oonclngioii to be drawn from 
the mere coneider^ion of the above remarkable in- 
structions ? 

First, EngUnd ought not, for the sake of sabor- 
dinate differences with Prussiai to have excited the 
Bossian court so indefinitely t^ainst that power ; it 
ought, in negotiating the treaty with Russia, to have 
brought forward m(H« decidedly the specific object. 
Bussia, and still more Austria, did not think of pre- 
venting war by this means, but of giving occasion 
for it. 

Secondly, the English would undoubtedly gain if 
they could preserve peace on the Continent, by 
means of Austria, Russia, and Prussia, and avail 
themselves, without intermptioD, of their soperiori^ 
at sea. 

Thirdly, the Icing of Prussia, under existing cir- 
cumstances, undoubtedly wished for peace for many 
reasons. He was at that time the most disposed 
to peace of all the parties. What is to be said in 
this respect of Russia and Anstria will immediately 
appear. 

In the first place Russia, wHdk had certainly re- 
ceived private information, made a thousand excuses 
to delay the fiilfilment of the treaty with England*. 
The defenrive alliance between England and Prussia 
for the preservation of peace, and ^unst the en- 
trance of foreign troops into Germany, had, on the 
other hand, been concluded on the 16th of January, 
1756, and it was impossible any longer to keep it 
secret. As M parties extolled the motive, and the 
alliance did not injure the interest of any power, 
HoldemesB imagined that he had already attained 
* Diipatchof thelOtbJaDDDr, 1796. KuMia, nl. Isn. 
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Ids object, and considered it an easy matter to jus- 
tify the proceedings of England and Prussia in 
Vienna and St PetersbuTg. 

On the 0th of February he sent a copy of the 
treaty to St. Petersburg, and added*, tliat Austria 
had hitherto always declared it could do nothing for 
England, so long as it was not secured against 
Prussia. This is now the case, and better than if it 
had been effected merely by force. If the court of 
Vienna (which, however, his majesty will not suppose 
to be the case) ever did entertain hopes that hia 
majesty would have joined in so wild and extrava- 
gant a view, as that of making the destruction of 
the king of Prussia's power the condition upon which 
the house of Austria would have afforded this assist* 
ance to the maritime powers against France, it was 
high time they should be undeceived, and be con- 
vinced that no consideration could ever oblige his 
majesty to enter into so impracticable and so unjust 
a project. 

" It is not difficult to conceive that the coiu-t of 
Vienna might have had other hopes from the Russian 
treaty ; but had any other use been made of it, it 
would no longer have been a pacific or preventive 
measure, but, on the contrary, have immediately 
drawn on a most dangerous war, which, if successhil, 
might indeed have been beneficial to the house of 
Austria, but could never have produced any soUd 
advantage to his majesty, or at least not such as 
could have been in any way adequate to the im- 
mense expense and hazarding of such an under- 
taking. 

" If Austria will still look upon Prussia as her ir- 
* Sujwtdtvf the lOthJuinMjr, 1756. Rium, toL Ut. 
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reconcileable eoeiny, and act towards it as such, they 
cannot wonder that his majesty should decline join- 
ing in views which must cany ruin and inevitable 
destruction with them." 

On th 17th of February, Williams replied* : — " I 
think, and may seriously venture to assure your 
lordship, that the l^Dssian treaty will have no bad 
effect at this court. I labour day and night to pre- 
vent it, and hope my pains will not be inefiectuaL" 

Two days later his courage had already &iled, 
though he still deceives himself, and is deceived by 
others. He writeaf: — "The ratification lay upon 
the empresB's table for five weeks, and 1 am sorry to 
say that she keeps the two chancellors in such awe, 
that they are not upon a foot of putting her majesty 
in mind of signing a paper." 

Several of the principal persons are evidently 
against England ; for instance, Peter Scbuwalof, 
because he has received no present, and he again 
governs the young favourite Iwan Schuwalof. 

At length the empress signed the treaty, but 
added a condition to the following effect J : — " That 
the treaty that had just been ratified shall be valid 
only in case the king of Prussia shall attack the do- 
minions of his majesty the king of Great Britain or 
those of his allies." Now, as Austria had been the 
chief ally of England, and was still considered as 
such in St. Petersburg, this addition, in the actual 
state of things, made the treaty of no importance 
whatever. They, however, conduced to represent 
the matter in a more favourable light to the English 

* Diipatch of the 10th Juioaiy, 17J6. Ru«Ma, vol. Iiiv. 

t Diipatch otthe 19th Wtbruaif, Riiuia,Tol. Ixir. 

J Th« 14th F*bniu7, Q.S. Ibid. 
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ambasBadoi. The two chancellors affirmed that this 
addition WHS not their work, but they hoped to defeat 
it, if I would adopt it and send it to England. It was 
drawn up in the apartments of Schuwalof, laid be- 
fore the empress, and sent to Bestudieff. 

" The latter, having quarrelled with Iwan Schu- 
walof, has greatly altered the state of affairs at this 
court. Iwan's power gains daily, and Peter Schuwa- 
lof is absolutely necessary to his majesty's interest) 
so that he should be gained. 

" After receiving the treaty with Prussia I went 
to Bestucheff, who wished me joy on the new al- 
liance ; but added, that the empress would certainly 
take it ill that the communication of this treaty had 
been made to Count CoUoredo before it was made to 
Prince Gallitzin : and that any new union between 
his majesty and Prussia would be very disagreeable 
to faor imperial majesty ; to which I answered, that 
such a treaty could oBend nobody but France, except 
such as were already inclined to be emended. I 
hope that Bestucheff will do everything that the 
empress may not misunderstand the new alliance^ 
and be misled to take a false view of it. To this he 
answered, — But what will the court of Vienna say 
to it * ? To which I rephed, that if the Austrian 
ministry really desired the continuation of the peace, 
they could not possibly say anything against it. 
I did not think it proper even to hint to the chan- 
cellor, that the conduct of Austria had been one of 
the chief reasons that had induced his majesty to 
take this step. 

" Hereupon Bestucheff gave me a very broad 
bint that he had not yet received the money pro- 

* Thii wu no antwer to WUIumi'« qoMtion. 
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mised him ; on which I assured him that be would 
certaiDly receive it. But in case he had need of it, 
and would heartily serve the king in this last affair 
and prevent any jealousies that other courts might 
stir up in the empress's breast, I would engage Baron 
Wolff should immediately advance him what had been 
promised him. He gave me assurances to do all I 
could wish ; and, in conformity to this assurane^ 
he sent Prince GaUitzin's dispatches, which were 
arrived the night before, but just then deciphered* 
to the empress, with some commeniB upon them, 
which were dictated by me, wherein he said that the 
convention of Petersburg was wliat had already 
produced these pacific sentiments in his Prussian 
majesty, and obliged me to make those steps towards 
the king which bad occasioned this treaty ; and tha^ 
therefore, the honour of it was full as glorious for the 
empress, to preserve the peace of Europe by signing 
her name as to restore it by a victory." 

Woronzow readily agreed to all ; but then said to 
Williams (who did not observe or take notice of Uiia 
ambiguity), " that since now the Bussian army would 
not be oUiged to take long marches *, I might de- 
pend \ipon it, that when the kmg of Prussia at- 
tempted anything to disturb the peace, the empreas 
would fulfil all the engagements upon that occar 
sion." 

These words were further explained and confirmed 
by the declaration mentioned above, that the em- 
|ffess would do nothing but keep the king of Prussia 
in awe, and attack him in case he should attack the 
long or any of his allies, and excuses her from 
marching into Flanders or Germany under false 
* Agtinil Fnnee. 
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preteDces, or in hopes oFobtiuDing more money. In 
fact, these words were of no value with respect to 
England, while Russia, by the term allies, undoubt- 
edly meant Austria. Yet Williams was bo bUnd as 
to rejoice that Russia would compel the king of 
Prussia to remain &ithful to his new engagements, 
and would even attack him with a greater force than 
was fixed by the treaty. 

Esterhazy also (Williams further relates with 
great delight) had faithfully and honourably sup* 
ported him, as well as Bestucheff, and the latter was 
so devoted to him that he feared nothing from 
Vienna. Peter Schuwalof must at all events be 
gained, and a sword be sent to general Aprazin> 
as Lord Hyndford had promised him. Apraxin does 
mischief, and makes a great noise at a court where 
almost every minister is publicly known to be venaL 

Esterhazy had received no instructions from 
Vicuna, and answered to the empress Elizabeth, he 
could speak only as a private person, upon the treaty 
with Prussia, the object of which was Uie preserva- 
tion of peace. The empress, so Esterhazy told 
Williams, seemed a little piqued at the treaty, and 
had told him that she expected that the king of 
England and the court of Vienna would have formed 
some system for reducing the king of Prussia's 
power, which she was very ready and desirous to do 
at all times. 

It may be doubtful how far the Russian minister 
and Esterhazy designed to mislead Williams ; what 
they did tell him was certainly sufficient to convince 
him that Prussia never could expect the least from 
Russia. 

In the beginning of February, Keith received in- 
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telligcncc at Vienna of the treaty concluded between 
Prussia and England *, and proved, to Kaunitz, 
that it contained nothing hostile to Austria, but was 
the most prudent measure for the prevention of the 
war. At first Kaunitz merely observed, it was a 
thing they had long expected. On the 11th of Fe- 
bruary he thanked him for the communication, and 
only added (without at all entering further into the 
subject), that they hoped his majesty would reap the 
advantage he had proposed to himself. 

The Prussian ambassador Klinggraf, however, 
perceived that Austria was highly displeased at tho 
treaty, and would unite with France; but Keith, 
as well as Williams, adhered so steadily to the old 
system of policy, that he wrote, that the court of 
Vienna would hardly be too precipitate with a mea- 
sure, which (if they are not absolutely deprived of 
all judgment, nay, of common sense) they must see 
would infathbly end in their own ruin. 

Notwithstanding this, great preparations for war 
by Austria were spoken of on the 18th of February ; 
and, on the 6th of March, Kiinggraf was more fully 
acquainted with Parisian afTairs than Keith. At 
least, the former asserted, that consultations had 
already been held there with the Austrian ambas- 
sador, Count Stahremherg, on plans of operations 
upon the Rhine and in Silesia. 

England, however, certainly did not believe, that 
by an approximation to Prussia it could lose either 
Austria, or, still less, Russia. 

In regard to the latter power, Williams, however, 

had new consolation at hand ; and on the 19th of 

* Diipatdi of Fcbiuary, 1756. Auiltia, vol. cxcii 
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Febmsry wrote*, the empress Elizabeth could 
scarcely live rax moDths loBger, and Catherine en- 
tirely agreed with him respecting the treaty. But 
the main question, which was constantly evaded, was, 
what was the real object and intention of the treaty 
between England and Russia, under the present 
circumstances 7 After a long conversation with the 
all-powerful Iwan Schuwalof, Williams writes f : — 
" That if the king of Prussia took any hostile steps 
against the king or his allies, the empress would 
certainly fall upon him and attack him immediately." 
Expressions of this kind showed that no notice was 
taken at Petersburg of the treaty between England 
and Prussia, and that Frederick II. was not reck- 
oned among the allies of George II. It is not 
likely that this was communicated on the part of 
England to Frederick, though he probably learnt it 
through some other channel. 

On the Gth aod I6th of March William writes, still 
nnder delusion ^, Austria has done nothing at all in 
St. Petersburg against the Prussian treaty. " Ester- 
hazy comes in the most iriendly manner to me, and 
tells me all the news he can pick up. I hear &om 
Wolkow (private secretary to Bestucheff), that the 
alarm which the empress has taken in regard to the 
Prussian treaty begins to wear ofT." 

Nine days after this, however, Williams leanu 
that there had been great deliberations at Peters- 
burg §, whether the -yhole treaty with England 
should not be declared null and void, in conse- 
quence of the treaty with Prussia : that Bestucheff 

* RunU, tol. Ixir. f Di«p>tch oT 28tL Febmai]-, iUd. 

t Itnd. i Diipfttch of 27th MMcfa. 
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had Buccesafully opposed it ; but tlic latter excused 
himself from seeing Williams, adding, by way of 
consolation, that all would still be well. 

Meantime the Kussian observations and additional 
articles were discussed in Ix>ndon ; and it was re- 
solved to abide entirely by the treaty. On the 30th 
of March, Holdemeas wrote to Williams * : — " I am 
surprised at the new declaration, which I hereby 
return, and consider the treaty in itself sufficient. 
The declaration in question is of so deUcate a na- 
ture, and would so justly give offence to the king of 
Prussia, were it to become public, that the king 
thinks the less is said of it ihe better. Take care 
that it be quickly and entirely suppressed. 

" I may in confidence tell you, that according to 
some advices of good authority, a plan has been 
formed by France, and adopted at Vienna, by which 
it is intended that France should attempt, with a 
very great force, at once to attack the king of 
Prussia in the duchy of Clevcs and his majesty's 
German dominions, which attempt is to be sup- 
ported by the Austrian forces on that part of Silesia 
which has been ceded to the king of Prussia. In 
this caae England would be obhgcd to claim the as- 
sistance of Russia, and also a declaration from the 
empress what she would do in such a case.^' 

Lord Holdemess expresses himself still more 
plainly in a second letter of the same date : — " The 
king was greatly surprised that after what you had 
wrote to me concerning the good intentions of the 
two chanceUors, and their resolution to represent 
the Prussian treaty in a favourable Ught to the 
empress. Prince GaUtzin should have received in- 

; * RtMra, VoL IZKKIT. 
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structions so widely different from what the kin^ ' 
had reason to expect by the tenor of your letters. 
That minister came to mc some days ago, and read 
to me a French translation of a very long rescript he 
had received from his court, full of complaints, jea- 
lousies, and uneasiness, founded chiefly on a suppo- 
sition, that by the second article of the late treaty, 
his majesty engaged not to enter into any alliance, 
or even come to any composition with the king of 
Prussia, without a previous concert with the Czarina 
of Bussia. 

" But I flatter myself I convinced Galitzin of the 
fallacy of this argument, and that the article quoted 
could only take place when, in consequence of the 
Czarina's engagements, she had taken part in a war 
actually begun ; but that now peace prevailed, and 
there was no common enemy to combat. Nor cuuld 
his majesty think himself precluded by the treaty 
from taking any steps he might think proper, with 
any power whatsoever, for preventing the calamities 
of war from reaching Europe, which was the avowed 
principle upon which the treaty with Itussia was un- 
dertaken." 

It was, however, almost more important to change 
the dispositions of Austria than of Bussia. Count 
Canale, the Sardinian ambassador, made the most 
earnest representations at Venice for maintaining the 
old system*, and endeavoured to represent the 
treaty between Prussia and England in a favourable 
light. " Far from being an object of jealousy, it 
ought to be considered as a very proper and neces- 
sary measure in the present situation of affairs, and 
from which, if rightly improved, great advantages 
* Diipatch of Krith, 3td April. Aoitiii, toL cicU. 
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might be drawn for the service of the coninion 
cause." The emperor and empress, however, could 
not be brought to make any positive declarations, but 
merely answered — " They never had done, or ever 
would do, anything that their allies could justly find 
fault with," Count Canule sajs he could observe, 
tliat whenever he touched upon the treaty of Prussia, 
there appeared a sensible emotion in the cmprees's 
countenance ; and when he mentioned a report that 
run about a negotiation with France, their majesties 
turned the discourse. 

A week later, on the llUi of April *, Mr. Wil- 
liams writes from St. Petersburg : — " Three weeks 
ago Esterhazy received new instructions, whidi led 
to the great consultation, whether the treaty with 
England should be kept or not Woronzow pro- 
posed that it should be revoked ; but the Schuwalofs 
were gained, and by the help and interposition of 
the great duchess, who at my earnest request took 
great pains in the affair, at length brought it to 
bear. BestuchefT spoke so positively in its favour, 
that the empress reprimanded him, but without 
shaking his courage. Six votes against four decided 
for us ; namely, the great duke Peter, BeetucheiT, 
the two Schuwalofs, Apraxin, and Gallitzin ; against 
Woronzow, Bcstucheff II., Trubetzkoi, and But- 
turlin. 

" The great duchess continues in the same good 
way of thinking, and seeks for occasions to do the 
king all the service in her power. She owned to me 
that she was struck when she first heard of the treaty 
with Prussia; but that since it had been explained 
* Ruuia, tqI. Ixir. 
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to her by the great chancellor and myeeir, she had 
nothing to say against it ; but she hoped that the 
ftlUance between England, Austria, and Kussia, 
would remain firm, and continue to be the system of 
tbe three courts. 

" A paper was given me to read, to the effect that 
the courts of Vienna and Petersburg must persevere 
in their objections, the rather as the king of Prussia 
was negotiating with the duke of Nivcrnois ; that if 
this was done with the knowledge of England, it was 
so much the worse ; that Frederick aims at the part 
of a mediator, — at honour and addition of territory ; 
that the king of England should take great care not 
to let him interiere. and to procure him that honour; 
that the king should never trust his interest to a 
person of known partiality towards France, of con- 
•tant attention to bis own aggrandizement, and upon 
whose promise there is no reliance to be made. 

" The court of Vienna complained here in very 
strong terms of the king's abandoning their in- 
terests, and even hinted that they might be obliged 
to seek other allies. For in a note which the great 
chancellor wrote to the great duchess, he told her 
that Austria was so much out of humour with Eng- 
land, that this court was obliged to soothe and 
flatter the empress-queen at present, lest she might 
be provoked to take engagements with the court of 
Versailles. 

" The activity of the great duchess Catherine is 
very great She declared, that whoever attempted 
to destroy the union between England, Austria, and 
Russia, was no friend to this empire. She is beloved 
and already feared in this country ; and those who 
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sre upon the best footing with the empress, seek 
erery occasion of making an underhand court to her 
imperial highness. 

" The empress's aversion to the king of Prussia's 
person and power breaks out very often. 

" I am afraid the ministers at Vienna employ their 
thoughts more upon regsinmg Silesia than about 
the safety of their alhes and the peace of Europe; 
and, consequently, are alarmed at any project of an 
approaching tranquillity, Thoy will not remember 
tiiat they themselves were the real occasion of his 
majesty taking this step with Prussia; and they 
now declaim against the measure which their own 
ill conduct made absolutely necessary. 

" The empress's passions never last long ; and 
though it is a bad task to determine her mi^esty to 
anything, yet it is a very easy one to prevetd her 
taking any resolntion ; the whole ministry can hardly 
do the first, and almost the weakest of them can 
do the latter. 

" The state of her health is far irom being good ; 
it makes her wish for quiet and peace. She is grown 
very melancholy, and lives a very retired life ; and 
whereas, formerly, she used to be every day abroad, 
either in a chair or on horseback, she has not been 
out of her house but once this whole winter.'" 

Meantime the duke of Nivernois had had an in- 
effectual negotiation with king Frederick at Berlin, 
and had returned to Paris on the 21st of April *. 
Only nine days later, the Ist of May, 1756, a treaty 
was concluded at Versailles between France and 
Austria; it only went so far as neutrality respecting 
the American disputes with England — the mutual 

•T»ltoTT,ii.6— 14. 
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security of poBsesaions, and defence against fom^ 
attacks. On the 17th of May, England made a 
formal declaration of war against France ; and, on 
the 9th of June, France declared war agwnst Eng- 
land. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

Wai by Sea and Land— FoUUcbI atate of Fnwna and Anitria 
— Fetliogi of Auitria respectlnfi tha Union of England with 
Fruuia — Keith, Kauniti, Count ColloKd[>— Reply at tha Cootl of 
Vienna — Kailh'i Audianee of Haria Tbeiaai— Her relalioa to 
France — The two Empnnea — Complaint of Keith reipecting 
Kauniti. 

The counterpart of the treaty between England and 
Prussia was the treaty of Austria with France. The 
ostensible object of both was to maintain peace ; and, 
bad all parties been seriously disposed, it might 
have been attained. But they supposed such a change 
in European policy,— dividing what had long been 
united, and uniting what had long been separated, 
' — that regret, vexation, and misunderstanding were 
not wanting, and almost brought about a war. 

It therefore was, and is, the more important to 
obtain a thorough insight into the Teal state of 
aff^s at that time, so as not to be misled by mere 
excuses. 

England, without doubt, earnestly desired peace 
by land, on the grounds that have already been se- 
veral times alluded to. While, however, it took for 
granted the war by land, and gained over Russia 
against Prussia, it prepared for itself the difficult 
task which it had now to perform, of removing the 
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prejudices of Russia against Frederick : in fact, the 
conduct of the court of Petersburg was actuated by 
passion, hatred, self-interest, and ignorance. 

France would not object to a war by land, if it 
offered advantageous prospects, and, as Prussia drew 
back, endeavoured to strengthen itself by assistance 
from Austria. So far its proceeding may be ex- 
cused. It became as foolish as that of Russia from 
the moment that its hatred to Frederick seduced it 
into the error of an offensive war. 

Frederick, if he did not wish to remain quite 
insulated, had only the choice of uniting with Eng- 
land or France. He preferred the alliance with the 
former power, because it did not favour war, but 
peace. He negotiated this time more hke a Ger- 
man prince than he did in 1740. 

Austria was by no means injured by the treaty 
between England and Prussia; hut the whole sys- 
tem of poUcy which it had hitherto pcraeveringly 
pursued was overturned ; for its constant and highest 
object was undoubtedly the recovery of Silesia. It 
desu^ war. It cannot be altogether blamed on 
that account : it did what has not only been often 
done, but what sometimes (contrary to the letter of 
treaties) may be a positive right, and an imperative 
duty, as, for instance, the year 1813 proves. Austria 
could calculate with certainty that there would be 
no want for occasions and pretexts for war. It was 
more difficult to get the preponderance of power on 
its side. It thought that it would gain in France 
more than it lost in England ; and if, (an undeniable 
triumph of diplomatic skill !) besides France, Russia 
could also be induced to draw the sword for the 
cause of Austria, it would, indeed, have been a very 
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great folly to saffer this only favourable opportunity 
to escape. That the blindness of the courts of Ver- 
sailles and St Fetersbut^ would continue seven 
years, was certainly more than Kaunitz could then 
hope for, or Frederick II. fear. 

I shall, howereri proceed li*om unnecessary reflec- 
tions to historical communications; and first to some 
extracts from the dispatches of Keith &om Vienna. 

On the 7th of April, 1756, Keith deUvered the 
treaty concluded with Prussia to the Count Kau- 
nitz*, and observed, his object was by no means to 
injure any one, but merely to obtain peace. £ven 
the secret article, that Prussia would not guarantee 
or protect the Austrian poasessions in the Nether- 
lands and in Italy, was entirely conformable to former 
treaties. " Kaunitz received what I said dvilly, but 
very drily ; and when I mentioned the secret uiicle, 
he seemed surprised that the king of Prussia should 
pretend to give that sense to the eigh^ article of 
Ihe treaty of Dresden. Bat I stepped his month, 
by showing that that was the true and natural seme 
of that article, as the war was then actually carrying 
on in the Netherlands ; and that it was never ex- 
pected that the king of Prussia should take any 
part in the defence of those provinces. 

" Count Kaunitz then asked roe if I really thouglrt 
the treaty as advantageous as we represented it, at 
if I imagined it would be productive of the good 
consequences that we seemed to expect from itf 
This I endeavoured to prove. Besides, Austria bad 
always asserted that, till it was secured gainst 
Prussia, it could not expose its provinces on tiiat 

• Dispatch of 16th Mar, AuitrU, tdL dm. Mitchell papen. 
AoUleniM* ditpBtidiM, fal. 8. 
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Bidc^ and act elsewhere. It would be better to 
satisfy the Iciog of Fruesia than resort to violent 
measures against him. And, in <»der to provide 
against all events, tlie king of England had taken 
new measures with Russia, but which never were 
meant to be offensively made use of, without an aV< 
sotnte necessity. Perhaps the apprehension of thesa 
measures might have, in some degree, influeooed 
the king of Prussia in his present resolution ; and 
that the continuance and existence of the contract 
with Bussia, was a good pledge for the good&ith of 
his Prussian majesty, in executing his new engage? 
ments with the king of England. 

" That as to the jealousies which the court of 
Vienna might conceive of a predilection for tb« 
Prussian alliance to that with the house of Austria, 
or that the new treaty might have taken place from 
pique or resentment, I gave Count Kaunitz the most 
positive assurances that it was far from his majesty's 
intention to alter or dimuush his attachment to hit 
old and natural allies; and that the king's great 
view in making this treaty was to endeavour there- 
by to repair the breach made in the old system hj 
the defection of the house of Brandenburg, which, 
by the confession of the court of Vienna itself, made 
so great a change in the balfuoce of Europe, that 
they were not in a condition, without a previous se- 
curity against the power of Prussia, to take the necesr 
sary measures for those of theii provinces wbidt 
most immediately concerned the maritime powers. 

" I conchided with saying that the king of Eng- 
limd could by no means give way to suspicions of 
want of faith in the king of Prussia, or imagine that 
that prince could harbour any thought of didurlnDg 
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the empress in Germany ; and that though his ma- 
jesty was of opinion that it was not for her interest 
to entertain jealousies of that dangerous nature, yet 
if such a suspicion should be Torificd, and his Prus- 
sian majesty become the aggressor against the house 
of Austria, his majesty would look upon himself at 
full liberty, notwithstandiug the late treaty, to fulfil 
his engagements with Austria, and even to reclaim 
the assistance of the Czarina, in consequence of her 
engagements to the Icing of England. 

" I stopped here ; and Count Slaunitz, who had 
heard me speak without entering into tho convers- 
ation upon any of the other points, laid hold of this 
last part of my discourse, and said, with some 
vivacity, that he never had supposed that his ma- 
jesty could intend, by the Prussian or any other 
treaty, to weaken the engagement he stood under, 
by former treaties, to his old allies. 

" Taking this up, I replied — England can believe 
as little of alliances of Austria with France, which 
would have put a finishing stroke to the ancient 
system of Europe. As, however, there were various 
reports from all quarters, I requested an explanation 
on that point. It appeared, by Kaunitz's counte- 
nance, that he was a little surprised at my laying 
hold, in this manner, of what he had said, and in 
turning his argument against him ; and I believe 
he was sorry he had let it drop. But, however, 
without taking any notice of it, he said that Austria 
never had done, and never would do, anything for 
which the empress was obliged to reproach herself, 
or respecting which her old allies could bring for- 
ward just complaints. 

" From Kaunits I immediately went to Count 
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CoUoredo, to whom I made the same communica- 
tion. He received me in a very different manner ; 
for, in the place of the other's cold and dry civilities^ 
he expressed himself with the ^eatest cordiality^ 
and showed a sensible pleasure at those pajisages of 
my discourse which he thought might be agreeable 
to his court ; making me repeat them over, taking 
notes, with an intention, I am very sure, to make 
use of them to open the eyes of his court, and bring 
them back to a right way of thinking." 

In the latter expectation the English ambassador 
was, however, disappointed. Nothing was heard of 
£aunitz, nor did he give the promised answer. It 
was not till the Sunday before the I6th of May 
(after everything had already been concluded at 
Versailles) " that he took me," continues Keith, 
" into his closet, and with a very mysterious air, 
told me ho was now in a condition to give me 
the answer he bad promised me. He told me to 
deliver this written-verbal note to my court, and 
then we should both have done our duty. It was as 
follows : — That her imperial majesty could not dis- 
semble that the limitation of the neutraUty to the 
states of Germany alone, had not a httle surprised 
her, as she would be in evident danger elsewhere. 
Her majesty, however, wished the king of England 
all possible good, and that every advantage that was 
anticipated might result from the treaty, espcdally 
to the electorate of Hanover. 

" As I sought in convcrsatioa explanation of this 
note, Eaunitz told me, very magisterially, that his 
orders were positive not to enter into any discussion 
upon the subject; and when amongst other things 
I stud, that it contained no answer to one of the 
M 3 
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-materiRl paints of my communication, viz., the state 
of the negotiations between France and AuBtria, he 
replied that he had particular orders not to enter 
into any explanation of any kind npon ^mt point. 

" Und«- these circumstancea, I thought it expe- 
dient to request an audience with the empresa. 

•' Kaunitz answered, that the empress would eer- 
tunly not refuse an andience, but it was a very use- 
less step, because the answer g^ven was the em- 
press's answer, confirmed and approved by all be* 
ministers, npon due and mature deliberation." 

On the 13th May, being the birtb-day of the 
empress, Keith was introdnced to her, and observed 
that the given declarations would appear to his 
court as a renunciation irf the ancient relations. 
The empress answered, " She could not help it if it 
•did. That it was not she who abandoned the old 
system, but that it was my cotu-t that had abaa- 
lioned her and that eyatem together, in rowing the 
treaty with the king of Prussia. That the aocoont 
-of that treaty bad struck her like a fit of apoplexy : 
that though ^e had received many accounts from 
different quarters that snch a treaty was in agita- 
tion, yet she never could be brought to believe it ; 
bnt now that it was certain, she considered the old 
system to exist no longer ; and that it was to be ex- 
cused, in that case, if she endeavoured to secure 
herself, by taking the measures that should appear 
to her necessary for that purpose. " 

To this Keith replied, '■ That the new treaty by no 
means destroyed the old system, but had been un- 
dertaken in consequence of the disinclination of the 
'court of Vienna to adopt the English plan of Ao' 
fence." The empress answered, " That, without en- 
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t«Ting into the rowons wbidi might have inducod 
his BridBh majesty to take that measure, she would 
own &eely to me that she and the king of Prussia 
were incompatible together ; and that no considera* 
tioD coidd ever make ber enter into an alliaao* 
where be was a party." 

Keith answered, " A resolution of this nature was 
highly detzimental to her own interest and safety, as 
it would not only give a just pretence to the king of 
I^oasia, but even laid him, in some measure, under 
the necessity to secure himself by the ruin of the 
boose of Aostria." 

The empress, in the same manner, turned off all 
explanations respecting her relation to France ; 
adding, however, " She could not see why we should 
be surprised if she should enter into engagement* 
with France, after the example we had given by 
making a treaty with Prussia." Keith having re- 
qoested and obUined penmsaion to address her as 
a private person, some explanation ensued. Maria 
Theresa said, her present system was absolutely to 
keep out of war, which she was resolved to do at 
any rate '", and that all the measures she was taking 
were with that view. 

With respect to the relations with France, she 
was very &r irom being French in ha diaposition, 
and she owned that court had been her enemy ; bnt 
dmt, in the situation she was left in by the treaty of 
Aix-la-Chapelle, and by the ceasions we had obliged 
ber to make, then and belbre, which had cut off ber 
arms and legs, she had very little more to fear from 
France, and was unable to exert herself with vigour 

* Tel, two moDthi Uler, ihs would Dot gne Frederick any citai, 
Mliilactoiy ai 
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or to purpoBe(?) on that side ; consequently, ibat she 
had nothmg left but to make the arrangements ne- 
cessary for saving the little she had left there. Keith 
defended the peace of Aiz-la-Chapelle, said the ces- 
aions were unavoidable, and England had sacrificed 
Cape Breton to the benefit of Austria. Keith said, 
" How could your majesty think to find security by 
making engagements with the perfidious coyrt of 
France ? " " And why should I not 7 " said she. 

After Keith had developed all the reasons against 
a union with France, he concluded with sapng, — 
" That it was imposuble that the empress and arch- 
duchess of Austria could ever humble herself so as 
to throw herself into the arms of France !" Her 
majesty answered, with some quickness, " I don't 
throw myself into the arms of France, but only 
place myself at her side. Notliing is as yet con- 
cluded with this power, neither shall I do anything 
against England ; but there was a necessity to take 
some arrangement, and I am persuaded that if I do 
sign, France will keep her word." 

When Keith reminded her of the Pragmatic 
Sanction, and of England's toleration, the queen 
replied, " France would not have attacked her, if 
Prussia had not led the way ; and that the king of 
England had come very late to her assistance. That 
she could not pay much attention to distant pro- 
vinces, but must confine herself to her hereditary 
estates, and had only two enemies to fear — the Turks 
and Prussia. However, with the good understand- 
ing that exists between the two empresses, they 
would show that they were in a condition to defend 
themselves, and had little to feai Irom those enemies, 
powerful as they were." 



edt^Cooglc 



1756.] mitchbll's addibnce op Frederick. 253 

"It is Kaunitz," says Keith, "and Kaamte* 
•kme, that is the author of all the mischief; and 
■while the delusioB lasts, and he continues in their 
majesties' confidence, nothing good can happen; 
and uufoTtunately there is the greatest likelihood 
that he will possess their confidence bo long, that 
things will go to destruction in that time, so aa 
io bp past the possibility of recovery. The only 
hope I have is, that as he has, by his pride and 
insolence, made all the world his enemies (for I may 
«ay vith truth that he has not one triend, man or 
-woman, either at court or in town), all would rejoice 
jA his overthrow." 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

Mitchell'i audleDce of t'lederick— The Klpg leipcdipg the RutsUni 
— Tha Elector Palmtine aod tba Elector of Cologna— The AmericBn 
Wu — The Duke of Nimnoia — Warlike preparatuma of Ruiaia — 
Xliiabeth'a eamlty lo Frederick — Frederick'! *ie«t o( the state of 
Europe— Obaeivatiani respecting the Treatiei oF Englaud with 
Fmiaia, and of France with Auitria — Tieaty of EngUnd wllhRui- 
•ia — Freih difflcultiet — Fiedeiiek'i appreheutioni — Beetucheff— 
Schuwiloff — CktheriBe and Williama — Worouow — Veoalilj of 
the Kuaiian Miaiiien. 

The new relation, in which England now stood to- 
'wards Prussia, rendered it necessary to send a new 
ambassador to Berlin. Mr- Mitchell understood the 
genius of Frederick II., and was, therefore, more 
able to agree ^vith him than Lord Hyndford. 

The same day on which Keith had the conversa- 
tion, just related, with Maria Theresa in Vienna, 
Mr. Mitchell had his first audience with Frederick. 

• Another ditpaldt of (be 16th Mw[. Aoitria, td. cuii. 
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On the 14t3i May, he sent Bererol dii^iatches, from 
which I take the foUoviag ertnusts* : — " la regwd 
to the peace of G^ermany, the lung said, ■ Nodbia^ 
will happen tlua year, I can answer for it wiA mif 
head ; but I do not jvetend to aay irfiat may happcB 
the next I hue several plans ready : the king «f 
England may choose i^ch he likes. I will fulfil 
ny engagements with Inm ; and, in case Gie peace lof 
the empire should be distnrbed, in consequence of 
the conventioiis Aat have been talked of, between 
the house of Austria and France, I will maW cob- 
mon cause with the kii^; of En^and, and will art 
against both Austria and France. But,' said h^ 
' arc you sure of the Russians ? ' I replied, ' The 
king my master thought so.' His Prussian majesty 
said, ' The king of Great Britain may depend on 
what I say, but I depend, that what passes between 
us will be kept secret,' which I promised in the 
most solemn manner. 

" After the king had spoken about the fixations 
1)etween Austria and France, he asked me the second 
time, if we were absolutely sure of the Russians ? I 
told him, I believed we were, and that the Russian 
minister, at the court of Vienna, bad made the 
strongest and most friendly representations to the 
emperor and the empress, upon the sul^ect of the 
late treaty between his majesty and the king of 
Glreat Britwn. The king of Prussia observed, * that 
these representations might have been made by 
order of Bestncheff,' who he knew was our friend. 

" The king reckons what armies France, Austria, 
and England can bring to the fieldf ; and that he 

* Hilchell pkpen, vol. i. Dispatch to Lord Hatdtruen, 
t Second di^oUlk of tha nmo iaj. 



edt^Cooglc 



1756.] wtobell's acboxncs op tvbdbiuck. 25S 

coold briag ud army of 100,000 men, bat aliU then 
wmild be wanting 30,000 Rassims. That, in order 
te facilitate the coining of the BasaiaDB, he propow4 
that th^ should embarlc on board their galleys, in 
the ports of Livonia and Courland, nearest to tiieir 
qoarters, and soil along &e coasts of Pnutna and 
Pomerania. That he would give them quarters in 
&e ports of Pomerania, if they had occasion to 
land, and they onght to be put on shcwe at Bostodt^ 

" The king said, • The Electw Palatine would 
not be gained from France, but,' he thought, ' tiie 
Elector of Cok^e might be «onie at.' He su^ 
gested that some Soman Catbolic gentieman, with- 
out any (oEBcial?) character, should be sent, to rv^ 
side at his court, and get into his favour. That, if 
tins gentleman was hardi, effronie, et houffon, hi 
could not fail of Buccees, and then a little money 
would be necessary. He did not believe It would 
be possible to get the Elector to act against the 
French ; bat it would be sufficient if he refused them 
e passage for their troops, and make a great outcry 
(jqu'U criat beautsoup). He added, that sut^ a gen- 
deraan as he bad described, he imagined, might be 
found among the Scotch or Irish Roman Catholics. 

" I told the king, that the subsidy treaty with 
Bavaiia was not renewed. ' Then,' says he, ' die 
French will have him,' (the Elector.) 

" He added : ' The French ministry was a very 
weak one, and we had little to fear from them, but 
did well to be upon our guard, because of their 
superior force.' 

. " With regard to the war of America, the Idng 
said, ' He could not help wondering at the absurdity 
of both nations, to exhaust their strength and wealtii 
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for an object that did not appear to him to be worth 
while. That he was persuaded, by next year, both 
nations would tire of it, and remove the seat of the 
war into Europe, unices a peace could be made be- 
fore that time.' 

" I suspect, from the doubtful anxiety which the 
king expresses, in the repeated inquiries he made 
about the state of our affairs at the court of Russia, 
that he may have received advice from that country, 
that they are not in so . favourable a way as I had 
reason to believe they were, when I left England. 
It was for that reason that I answered firmly, but 
with reserve, when he urged me agun and again 
upon that head." 

This point was certainly of the utmost importance, 
and on it depended all further conclusions. The 
king clearly enough foresaw the probability of a 
transfer of the war Irom America to Europe, while 
he, however, in some measure, took it for granted 
that the Russians would act from Rostock in concert 
with him and England. Maria Theresa desig- 
nated the Empress Elizabeth as her ally against 
Prussia. How the peace of Germany was to be 
maintained in both these cases, it was difficult to 
comprehend. At all events, such an overstrained 
and confused state of things could not long exist. 

According to a se.cond dispatch of Mitchell, of the 
27th May *, " The king made new discourses and 
doijbts about the wavering state of the Russian 
policy, and the secret negotiations of the French at 
that court. 

" Then about the duke of Nivcrnois' negotiation 

* Diipetcliof27UiH«;. Ibid. 
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at Berlin, the king said, he would freely tell me 
what his views were by the negotiation with France. 
That he wanted to prevent the wai from becoming 
general, and had hopes at tliat time of bringing the 
two nations together, and to make them to under- 
stand one another, and their respective interests, 
which he thought they had both mistaken. That 
be was still of the same opinion, and would keep 
out of the war as long as he could. That it was 
His principle, that, if Germany was attacked by 
foreign troops, he would fulfil bis engf^ment, (with 
England) and would facilitate the coming of 30,000 
BuBsians by sea, to be landed at Bostock or Stettin ; 
' but,' added he, ' I shall be very sorry to see any 
ibreign troops whatsoever in the empire, and I hope 
the Russians will not come, unless there be real oc- 
casion for them ; they will serve as a pledge for the 
fidelity of the Russian empire, and prevent its bein^ 
induced to take a part against us.' " 

On the 28th of May*, a day after the sending 
of this dispatch, Holdemess informs the ambassador 
Williams, that (notwithstanding all the representa- 
tions of England, Spain, Naples, and Silesia against 
it) Austria had concluded a treaty with France. 
Everything now depended on keeping Russia in the 
right course. On the following day. May 29th, 
Williams writes to Holdemess f : — " Troops are 
marching from all quarters into Livonia. Orders are 
given to increase the army there to above 140,000 
men. Thirty-six regiments of infantry, three of 
horse, five of Hussars, 20,000 Cossacks, and a pro- 
portionate train of artillery. Several of the generals 
are already gone to Riga." 

* BumU, vol. luT. t Ibid, 
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New, aa England had not asked for any aasisU 
ance, and Ruuia had declared that the treaty wiOi 
the king of England bound it only to act against 
the king of Prussia, his apprehensions were but too 
well founded. 

" The empress's personal enmity against the king 
of Prussia," continues WiUlamB, on the 5th of 
June*, " is so imdlsguised that it breaks out apcMi 
«Tery occasion, and any point that is directly levelled 
against that monarch, is eagerly supported by tin 
Cxarina and all her ministers." 

Four days after this, Keith wrote from Vienna t» 
Lord Holdemess'}' : — "I hear, from persons who pre- 
tend to be well informed, that Austria and Rusras 
are connected together in the strongest manner, and 
act in concert in everything. Their object is only to 
deceive England, and lull it to deep, till all theii 
plans arc ripe, and everything prepared. Five day* 
later the ambassador confirms this statement." 

On the 7th of June, Fredraick IL wrotej :— " The 
whole (^ this afiiur turns upon two points. The one 
is to gain Kussia ; this is what the king of England 
proposes to effect If he succeeds, Germany will 
remain tranquil, and we shall hate nothing to fear. 
The other is, (supposing that the news wluch baa 
come from the Hague should be confirmed, and the 
empress of Bussia be induced to renounce her en- 
gagements with England) to turn to the Turks and 
to distribute money among them, to secure a div^ 
non on their part, and, at the same time, for the 
king of England and myself to make all the aug- 
Dkentations specified in the body of the dispatch, t» 

* BusiU, Tol. Ut. t Dispatch of 7th June, Amlrii, voL cicii. 
t HitchiU paptn, lot. i., iatoaded for Hilcbell. 
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pat ouiselTes in a condition to leaist all the enter- 
prizeB of our caetaj. I believe that tliere is no time 
to be lost in doing all ttiis, and that, unless mat^ 
sores are taken b^orehand at Constantinople, in 
case of OUT own failing at Petersburg, we shall anlf 
take our measures when it is too late. 

" The best of all would be peace. In case there, 
should be no means to a&ct it, between this and 
the end of the year, we nnist think betimes of means 
to defend ourselves, and neglect nothing for ooz 
mutual preseiration ; and tell Mr. Mitchell, that dw 
question is not about trifles, but the most important 
interests of Prussia- and England; and tliat tlie 
slightest negligence, in our present measures, may 
in time cause our mutual rain." 

This last apprehension was perfectly well- foundedi 
if not immediately for Great Britain, yet for Prussia ; 
its existence was at stake, and it was most difficult 
for it to take the right resolution at the right time. 
This will clearly appear Irom the diplomatic cor- 
respondence, iriiich is more extensive and important 
from June to October, than for years before and 
afterwards. 

On the I2th of June Kaunitz informed the Eng- 
lish ambassador that a treaty of neutrality and de- 
fence had been concluded between Austria and 
France. That, as the treaty of Westphalia had 
been taken as the basis, the overthrow of the coo- 
«titution of the empire was out of the question. The 
Austrian possessions were guaranteed, and the pre* 
sent war was excluded, in respect to mutual assist- 
ance. Keith, among other remarks, observed, " It 
.seems strange that Kaunitz ^nned the quarrels of 
* Amtria, *oI. ciciL 
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England did not concern Austria, as the Eng'lisli 
nerer considered the quarrels of Austria as indiffer- 
ent to them." 

The day previously (July 11, Holdemess wrote 
to Keith *) : — " The treaty of England with Prussia 
cannot injure Austria, unless it can be called an in- 
jury to have prevented her from executing a most 
unjust attempt (which indeed the court of Vienna 
never dared to avow) to retake by force from the 
king of Prussia, that which had been ceded to him ia 
the most solemn manner.'* This explanation is fol- 
lowed by complaints of the ingratitude of the court 
of Vienna and of its infatuated ministers. 

On the 12th of June Williams writes from St. 
Petersburg f ; — *' Bestucheff is ill, but defends the 
cause of England. The great military preparations 
that are making will end in nothing ; even general 
Apraxin, who is appointed to command the troops 
in those quarters (Livonia), who was about a fort- 
night ago making great preparations for his journey 
to Biga, is just now going to his country-house near 
this place, to settle there for this summer." The 
court of Vienna continues, however, by every method, 
to endeavour to destroy the good harmony that sub- 
sists between England and Russia. In another 
place he says J, " The court begins to be tired with 
that project, and no orders ore yet sent, nor will be 
sent this year, to the Cossacks in the Ukraine." 

Notwithstanding all these assurances, Williams 
writes only three days later to Mitchell §, " By the 

* Auntria, vol. cicii. f Milcliell Papen, toI. ii. 

I Rusua, vol. 1st. Lettii of 12th June. 
i Mitcbell Papon, voU xxi. CeneipondeDcs of Petersburg, S«e- 
ixa, vol, uii. 
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ungrateful efforts of Austria and the secret intriguee 
of Douglas, tlie situation of things here (in compari- 
son of last year) is entirely changed, and the Swedes 
were assured upon their application, that the arma- 
ment of Russia was not dkected against them." 

A more explicit and subsequent explanation of 
these matters is given in a letter Arom Lord Holder- 
ness of the 21st of June, to Keith*. He says: — 
*' You will find in a letter irom Williams that, even 
at the time of exchanging the ratifications, the 
Bussian ministers forced upon him a declaration, 
explaining the sense of this treaty to he such as his 
majesty can by no means admit, as it tends to fix 
the casus fiederis singly upon the event of some hos- 
tile attempt upon the part of the lung of Prussia 
against his majesty or his allies, in which case (and 
in which case alone, say the Kussian ministers) the 
Boccours stipulated by the treaty of the 30th of Sep- 
tember, 1755, or the diversion mentioned in different 
parts of the said treaty, can be required by his 
majesty." 

On the 25th of June, Lord Holdemcss wrote to 
Williams t, " The Russian ambassador. Prince G^- 
litein, has received orders to persist in explaining 
the treaty in this restricted sense." 

A dispatch of the 22nd of June says]; : — " The 
king sees that the danger comes nearer, and asks 
explanations what England will do. Williams had 
Iwidly negotiated at Petersburg, and the treaty of 
the king with England set him alone, and in great 
trouble. Russia is lost ; and in this perilous situ- 
ation his majesty says (though he has no new treaty 

• Antria, vol. exdL t Bunia, tol. lir. 

X OiipsMi of HA June, HitcbeU Fapen, loL i. 
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wiUi England) he troets to the good faith of the 
Idiig of England, and to the assistance he will give 
him, to support the engagements he has with Eng- 
land, which alone are the cause of his present dan- 
ger. But he is very desirous to know immediately, 
and without loss of time, what assistance he may 
reckon upon from England in the present juncture, 
in case he should be attacked hj all or any of the 
powers. The Czarina said to Count Esterhazy, that, 
if the empresB-queen was attacked by Prussia or 
France, she would assist with all her force. 

" The king siud *, he wondered why the empreea 
of BuB«a had so strong an aversion to him ; that he 
had never done a thing to deserve it ; that he im-i 
puted it to the influence and arts of the court of 
Vienna." 

About the same time the Russians pretended to 
fear Frederick's armament in Pomerania \ ; and, in 
general, there was no want of malicious intrigues to 
excite prejudice against him. Thus, the KussisD 
ambassador Groez, at Dresden, related much to his 
disadvantage ; and the representations of the English 
ambassador. Lord Stormont, availed nothing against 
him. 

On the 9th of July WilUams writes from St. 
Petersburg to Iiord HoldemessJ: — " The counsels 
of this court are so fluctuating, and so unable and 
corrupt are the persons who at present engroM 
Elizabeth's ear§. . . . Orders have been sent to 
all the Bussian ministers to live upon good terms 
vith the French. Bestucheff said, ' Our misfortune 

* Diipateh of 9th July, Mitchell Paptn, toI. i. 
t Diapitdi of 4tli Julj, Suooy, *oL Ikv. 
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4b that we have, at present, a young fevourite, Coant 
Schuwaloff, at this court, who can talk French, and 
is fond of the French and their fashions ; and he 
wants to see a French embassy with a targe train 
orrire at this court. His power is so great, Jhat 
there is sometimes no resisting it.' 

** BestuchefF complains*, that the empress gives 
him only 7000 rubles a year, which is not enough to 
make him independent. If the king of England 
will give him a pension of 2500^., he will, in future, 
serve and be wholly devoted to him," This desire 
was granted ob the 8th of August. 

" The entire attachment of the great duchess 
Catherine to the king of Englandf, the probability 
■<^ her soon mounting the throne, and the certainty 
of her acting perfectly right when she is on the 
throne, makes every word she says of consequence. 
She is very uneasy about the reports of this court 
entering into measures with France, and of a French 
•mbassador'B coming here. She offered to do every- 
thing I cotild suggest to prevent all this. I drew 
her attention to the circumstance of the danger 
which would hence accrue to her and her husband, 
for without French assistance, her adversaries, the 
£chuwaloffs, were not powerful enough to disturb 
-the succession to the throne. 

" ^le thanked me ten times over for these hints : 
ahe said she saw the danger, and that she would 
animate the great duke to do the utmost in this 
•fiair ; that she could do a great deal more if she 
bad money, for that here nothing can be done with- 
«Bt it ; that she was forced to keep even the em- 

■ Seccnd Diapatdt of Mi Jaljr, Bania, *i^ Izr. 
t TbkA Ditpktcli of 9th Jul;, Ibid. 
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press's cbambcrmiuds in pay ; that she had nobody 
to address herself to upon such an occasion ; but 
that, if the king would graciously and generously be 
pleased to lend her a sum of money, she would give 
his majesty her note for it, and would repay it to 
him the moment she had it in her power to do so. 
And, at the same time, I might give her word of 
honour to the king, that every farthing of it should 
be applied to vhat she hoped was their common 
service ; and she desired I would be answerable to 
his majesty for her manner of thinking and acting. 
She asks 20.000 ducats." Thb sum was granted 
her on the 8th of August*. 

" What is most surprising is, that it is certain 
that the resolution of making steps to be upon betta 
terms with the court of VersaillcB was taken here 
long before any treaty was thought of between Eng- 
land and Prussia, and all purely to satisfy young 
Count ScliuwaloS*, who is resolved to have a French 
ambassador at this court Bestucheff knew nothing 
of this step, or only acted so far as the empress ex- 
pressly commanded him. 

" A deputy from Woronzow told mef , that every- 
thing tlittt was passed must be forgot, but things 
were not bo bad but that they might easily be 
mended ; that I had never addressed m}-self to the 
vice-chancellor in the proper manner ; that the house 
he was building in this town had been begun with 
English money ; that he had not been able to carry 
it on for the last five or six years ; and that it must 
be English money that must finish it. I answered, 
that the vice-chancellor had hitherto conducted him- 

* Fourth Diipatch of 9th Julf, Rntiia, tol.lzr. 
t Firth Diipalch of 9[b Jul^, itnd. 
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self in such a manner that he must give some proof 
of his sincerity before I could trust him enough to 
enter into any treaty with him. To this his mes- 
senger replied, that, if I did not give money, other 
people would, and that, to his knowledge, Mr. 
Douglas had given a great deal to several persons 
already. To this I answered, that I never could 
nor would say any more than I had said. On the 
following day this messenger returned again, and 
told me the vice-chancellor would be very glad to 
have a private conference with me. I replied, I 
hoped that Woronzow had something to propose, 
because I would not till then pro]>ose anything to 
him." 

Such were the petty considerations that prevailed 
in the treatment of tlie affairs of Europe at St. 
Petersburg, and so contemptible were the persons 
and the means employed in conducting them. Be- 
fore wc return to the centre, and to the decision of 
the great questions now pending, wo will consider 
the state of affairs in the second northern kingdom, 
Sweden. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

Slate of Parlio in Sweden— The Diet-The litudlion of llie King— 
Ci^n^piiuc; of Horn and Brohe— The siluatiim and lieatmeni of 
the Quren — CoD<«qiiences of lh« Cuoalitution— The ileeline of 
SweilfD. 

On the 27th of November, 1753, a person, whose 
name docs not appear, gives the following account 
(in French) of the state of parties in Sweden to the 
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English ministry * : — " To give the court a just idea 
(tf the nature of the two parties which now divide the 
Swedish natioD, the following particulars may be 
stated in a few words : — The greater part of the 
long's party is composed of persons who are adverse 
to the French system ; the remainder, who are far in- 
ferior in numbers, are all persons formerly attached 
to that system, and, perhaps, still remain so in their 
hearts. These latter, under the pretext of support- 
ing the legal prerogatives of the king, have joined 
the party of that prince ; but, to say the truth, only in 
the hope of avenging themselves on some senators ; 
and of more easily attaining, under the protection of 
the royal power, offices, money, and favours. If it 
depended on these last, the king would have more 
power ; but the French system would likewise sub- 
sist. Some, however, must be excepted who have 
sincerely changed their system. However this be, 
those of the king's party, who are so only out of 
pique and from interested motives, may perhaps find 
themselves under the necessity of following the 
stream of their party, having perhaps gone too far 
to retreat, 

" The majority of the party of the senate are all 
persons attached to the French system, who, under 
the pretext of maintaining the form of government 
and liberty, leave no stone unturned, as well in 
foreign countries as in Sweden itself, to make the 
king and his prerogatives suspected, by which they 
aim only at supporting, or even increasing, their 
party to such a degree, that the French system in 
Sweden, and their own persons, may have nothing to 
feox. Some of this party really desire the mainte- 
* Stata-papet Office, Sweden, to), jc 
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nance of the form of goTcrnincnt, and only wait for 
a favourable opportunity to throw off the French 
yoke. OtherB, in considerable numbers, who are in 
their hearts opposed to the French system, belong 
to this party, either through real apprehension that 
the king may arrogate to himself and acquire too 
much power, or because they think it impossible 
ever to obtain a change of system through the king, 
which may be mote easily effected by means of the 
senate, and of their partisans in Ute nation and 
in the diet. 

" This disgust with the French system, fear of the 
king, or rather of the queen *, hope, uncertainty, ill- 
humour, passion, difference of views and disposi- 
tions, embroil matters and occasion frequent changes 
of party. At present the parties nearly balance each 
other ; the reasons, or rather the pretexts, for the 
division, are of such a nature, that they may long 
maintain the fermentation, and make it general in 
the country. Fear for the excess of the king's 
power is opposed to the dread of the aristocracy. 

" The king's party seems to predominate in the 
provinces, and among the priests and peasants. But 
this preponderance is not so great but that the 
French and their gold may triumph at the next 
diet, for which time the French collect and reserve 
all their forces. It is true that they do not speak so 
loudly and openly agfunst the king in the provinces 
as in Stockholm. Nevertheless, what I have above 

*ln aDiipatchoflheUthJaae, 1754, vol. zci., it ia stated that the 
queen wai not pmnaturely brought to bed in coaKC[ueDce a! a jounaj 
to DroltingliDim, but became ihe wai uudul; excited in coniequenm 
of an offieet'i havii^ «eat a present to oae of hei muda of honour, 
Thia piineen in Ihia, ai in utbei leipecli, conlinueit to betia; bei 
PruNiBD chanctor— haughtf , leatlet*, viuleal. 

w2 
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Gaid is quite true, unless there should be a tctoIu- 
tion or rebellion in (he country." 

In another account of the 30th of September, 
1755, wc find *, " Though it cannot yet be certainly 
stated on which side the majority will be in this new 
diet, it is but too probable that the party of the se- 
nate will triumph, in consequence of the intrigues 
and bribery of France, as well as of the little support 
which the king and his friends meet with abroad. 
The priests and the peasants, indeed, arc not in 
favour of the senate, but because, according to an 
established abuse, almost all important matters arc 
discussed and decided in the secret committees, the 
former cannot hinder the latter from doing what 
it pleases ; for as only the first three estates take 
part in the committee, nothing more is necessary 
than to secure the nobility and the citizens. Yet 
there remains a means of contending with a majo- 
rity of these two estates ; namely, by the adherents 
of the king insisting that every cliang;e or interpret- 
ation which has reference to the constitution, shall 
be brought before the diet. Then, at least, two 
estates would oppose the other two estates, and dan- 
gerous innovations be prevented." 

On the 20th of January, 1756, the same person 
relates, that the party of the senate and of France 
has triumphed in every point j. " The marshal, the 
secret committee, the high dignitaries, are all ap- 
pointed according to their wishes ; the scoate com- 
pleted by the addition of four jwrsons on whom iho 
French ambassador can depend; the dispute between 
the latter and the king decided against his majesty; 
his revenue reduced almost to nothing ; the speaker 
• Sivi;der,vul.xc;i. f Ibid. 
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of the peasants gained; that estate quite intimi- 
dated; the majority of the clergy also gained; in 
short, all the four estates devoted and subject to the 
senate, the court of Versailles, and the French am- 
bassador." 

All l^s nould certainly have led to important 
consequences in the nortli, had not the whole policy 
of France been entirely changed at this lime, and 
assimilated with that of Kussia. 

In the dispatch of the 23rd of March, 1756, it is 
said, " The estates have resolved that the king must 
always assent to the majority of the senators, and 
that he must not delay or obstruct what has been 
resolved by this majority. Nay, the estates have fur- 
ther decided, that thc\villof thelting means nothing 
more than the opinion and decision of the estates, 
or, when they are not assembled, the majority of the 
senate, and that wherever the constitution speaks of 
the assent of the king, this expression is a mere po- 
lite form. His assent is taken for granted when the 
estates or the majority of the senate have decided. 
There is a talk of taking from the king even those ' 
rights which the constitution assigns to him, under 
the pretext that these rights are no parts of the con- 
stitution, but depend entirely on the good-will of 
the estates. The king of Sweden will therefore bo 
degraded to a mere external representative of ma- 
jesty, without being able to propose, regulate, delay, 
or order anything. The constitution, which is really 
monarcliical, aristocratic, and democratic, degene- 
rates into a conflicting, unstable mixture of aris- 
tocracy and democracy. 

" Many persons speak of the inconvenience of de- 
claring Uie assent of the king necessary in certain 
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cases. Baying, that this would be causing a collision 
calculated to stop the progress of business. As if 
such a collision were contrary to the iuDdamenlal 
laws, and did not take place, when, for instance, two 
estates were opposed to two others, as if it were not 
m some cases salutary, and as if a good collision 
were not preferable to a bad decision. 

" It seems that they entirely forgot that the consti- 
tution speaks of the rights of the king, the estates, 
the senate, — and that the compact ought to be kept 
as sacred on the one part as on the other. The king 
has given an advantage over himself, which, how- 
ever, can be used only through French intrigues and 
chicane, by constantly aiErming, in all his disputes 
vrith the estates and with the senate, that he had 
nothing against the persons ; by frequently alleging 
only a part of the argument which he might have 
derived from the fundamental laws of the empire; 
nay, by sometimes omitting to give any reasons at 
all The estates, or rather, the adherents of France 
in the senate, have taken occasion from this to place 
the king in opposition to the constitution, and to 
carry on their plans, which were amply supported by 
French money. The senators have also mutually 
granted each other large sums of money." 

Such an unpropitious state of things induced* 
Counts Horn and Brahe to conspire with others, to 
bring about a change in the constitution, and an 
augmentation of the royal authorityf. " Their plans 
were discovered by a corporal Schedvin, who is 
highly extolled for it, and both were arrested in the 
night of the 22nd of June. The king and queen, says 
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the writer, declared ttat they knew nothing of all these 
plans, and detested them. The king and his party are 
therefore entirely crushed, and the prevailing party 
and its system fully secured, and every one who doee 
not belong to it exterminated, or, at least, rendered 
incapable of undertaking anything. Many persons, 
and of the principal tamilies, will thus end their lives 
upon the scaffold, for having, in the despair to which 
they were reduced, rashly had recourse to violent 



Another report of the 27th of Juuc states * : — 
" Yesterday Count Brahe was executed. He died like 
a great man, and with more firmness than all the 
others. In him we lose one of the first noblemen of 
the kingdom, a man of understanding, honour, and 
courage, who promised much, the greatest enemy of 
the French system, and of the present unhappy 
bondage of Sweden. 

" When Horn had already laid his head upon the 
block he rose and asked for half an hour's delay, be- 
cause, in the inquietude which possessed him, he 
could not risk his soul. The commander of the de- 
tachment of guards, and the priests, told him that 
as he was well prepared for death the moment before 
the execution, it could not be delayed. Hereupon 
he composed himself, and received two strokes of the 
hatchet. 

Brahe and Horn personally are universally re- 
gretted; but their crime is detested by evei'ybody. 
The first is, indeed, accused of arrogance and 
haughtiness ; but he probably would not have gone 
80 far, had he not been provoked by all kinds of 
neglect. His final object was only to save the state, 
■ DiB[)*tchur27ih July. Sveden, vol. icii. 
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the genuine constitution, and honest men. Had his 
plan succeeded he would have been regarded as the 
deliverer of his country ; as it failed, he is looked 
upon as a traitor to it 

" It is now under consideration whether the queen* 
shall acknowledge, by a declaration on oath, that she 
is only the first subject of the king, or whether she 
shall be sent away or confined in a fortress ? The 
king himself submits to all demands, and is a mere 
cypher." 

Thus far my much abridged communications re- 
specting Sweden. To many they may perhaps ap- 
pear already too long, and unnecessarily to interrupt 
the thread of the principal events. But docs it not 
deserve serious meditation, that unbridled love of 
war in the kings, and covetous ambition of the aris- 
tocracy, had 60 reduced a kingdom, which a hundred 
years before had a preponderating voice in the affiurs 
of Europe, Uiat it is now impelled backwards and 
forwards, the sport of foreign intrigues, and at last, 
when the adversaries, Russia and France, agree, 
must take a resolution, contrary to its own interests, 
giving the former margrave of Brandenburg less 
occasion for apprehension than for ridicule. 

* DUi<BUhNo[CthAugiittaadl.|ihorSeptvinb«T, 1756. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Iionl Huldemeti reapeclin^ the tt:ite ot Kurogie — Annamenta vt 
Aiutria — Pacific Beatiinealu of Frederick— Behaviour ot Fraore — 
Incieaiing aniiety of Fteileiick — RuMJan intelligence with Auiliin 
— QiieitioD m[iecliDg Peace or Wur — AdmonitiuQl of England — 
Fiedetiek'i elajms in Vienna— UnialiafiLetory Answer) of Auitria 
— Letter ot Frederick to Klinggrof— Poii'ioa aud wiihfi of Ed^- 
luid — Dinpatchea from Pruuia. 

On the 9th of July, 1756, X^ord Holdcrncss writes 
to Mitchell*, England acted on the supposition that 
the continental peace would not he interrupted this 
year. But should the king of Prussia (as he ex- 
pressed !n his last audience) hare reason to fear 
an attack of the two empresses (in reliance upon 
France), or rather in case this fear should he veri- 
fied, England was ready to conclude a treaty with 
Prussia for their mutual defence. 

" But it may be more advisable to avoid taking 
any 8tci> which would increase the ill-grounded jea- 
lousy of the ^Russian court, the gaining of which is 
of such mutual consequence to the kings of England 
and Prussia; and, whatever appearance there may 
be on the contrary, the king of England is far from 
despairing to bring the Czarina to a right way of 
thinking. Other engines are at work, besides those 
that publicly appear on the stage. 

" i?he knowledge the king of Prussia lias of the 
little secret intrigues constantly carried on at St. 
Petersburg, will be sufficient to show a prince of his 
penetration that it is more from intrigues than from 



■ Mitchell Papen, lol. i. 
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political principles that we have anything to fear 
from Russia. Artifices like these must be got the 
better of by schemes of the like nature, in which the 
chancellor is as well versed as perhaps any of his 
adversaries. He has, moreover, superior abilities ia 
business, and a real ascendant over the Czarina. 

" Therefore, the conclusion of a treaty may be 
delayed; but England will vigoi'ously support Prussia 
in case. of an attack upon his dominions. Notwith- 
standing the parade of the Austrian or Russian 
camps, his majesty is inclined to think the king of 
Prussia was grounded in his former opinion — (hat 
nothing of a hostile nature will be attempted in 
Germany during the course of this year ; but upon 
the intelligence his Prussian majesty has received, 
give these declarations. 

" From Spain there is nothing to fear. It is 
become now the arbiter of all the Southern courts, 
an influence which she has obtained, and continues 
to support, only by remaining independent from 
IVance. M. de Carvajal's administration laid the 
ground to this fortunate turn of the Spanish politics ; 
and, after his death, Mr. Wall has pursued, with 
more warmth and spirit, the system of friendship 
towards England, and the Marquis Ensenada's dis- 
grace, soon afterwards followed by that of the Con- 
fessor Ravago, established this doctrine at the court 
of Spain." 

On the same day (9th July *), Mr. Keith wrote 
from Vienna to Lord Holdemess : — " The military 
preparations are carrj'ing on here with great dili- 
gence. The regiments of horse, now at 800, have 
got orders to complete a thousand, against the 1st 
• Mitchell Psp«ra, vol ix. ; and Aiutria, to), cicii. 

Dgilizedt^COOglC 



1756.] PRSPABATIONS FOR WAR. 275 

October." After Keith has epolien of pTeparations, 
marcbee, &c., he continues : — " But thia court de- 
clare they have no hostile intentions, at least, that 
they will not be the aggretsors, but that the motions 
made by the Prussian troops, the camps which his 
PruBBian majesty intends to form in their neigh- 
bourhood, obliges them to put themselves in a pos- 
ture of readiness and defence ; and, I must add, that 
several persons, who pretend to be well informed, and 
who certainly wish for the continuance of peace, seem 
to think this court is sincere in those declarations. 

" I think, however, it is to be feared that, when so 
great armies are so near one another, with a good 
deal of animosity and bad humour subsisting be- 
tween the two courts, some unlucky accident or other 
may happen, which may kindle a fire that will not 
be easily extinguished. 

" There is a great want of money at Vienna for 
carrying on the war ; it is even with difficulty that 
the people are able even to pay their present taxes." 
Three days after, 14th July, Keith adds* :— " The 
military preparations are carried on in this country 
with more diligence than ever. Troops arrive from 
Hungary and other places; there are daily confer- 
ences between the ministers about recruits, money, 
&c. ; but they say, that certainly they will not be 
the aggressors; but I imagine, at the same time, that 
they would not be sorry if his Prussian majesty gave 
the first blow, in order to put them in the casus 
fasderu of demanding the assistance of France and 
Kussia. 

•' They are discussing plans of finance -I-. The 

States of the different provinces arc to lend ccrttun 

• MifeheU paii«n, »ul. ix. f Kipatch ot 21»t July, ibid. 
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sums at an interest of five per cent., payable out of 
the income of the provinces." 

At the same time, Mitchell writes to Lord Stor- 
moDt : — " You will not be surprised that I can write 
nothing certain of our intentions here. They are 
kept absolutely in the king's breast; only I know 
he is prepared for whatever may happen, ihough he 
most sincerely wishes for peace*,"' 

Anxious respecting the increasing dangers, Lord 
Holderncss writes to Mitchell, I3th July : — " Every 
step uf the king of Prussia relative to the army is 
interpreted at Vienna as taken with a hostile intent, 
and to be a consequence of the treaty with £nglandf . 
Unjust as these surmises are, tlicy may possibly 
have an eficct upon some powers who have not yet 
taken their party in the present new and critical 
situation of affairs. His majesty gives, therefore, 
his most serious advice to the king of Prussia, to be 
particularly cautious of taking any hostile resolu- 
tion, and though the king cannot but approve every 
measure of precaution, it may be of use to take them 
without parade or ostentation. The king of Prussia 
need not be told, that every appearance of a warlike 
nature will be represented by the court of Vicana in 
the most odious light in every court of Europe, and 
will serve them as a handle to draw the Catholic 
princes into their views. In St. Petersburg it was 
calumniously affirmed that king Frederick had a 
plan to attack Bussia : he may, therefore, show his 
inclination to form an alliance with England and 
Russia." 

At the same time the French court most erro- 

• Mitchell paperi, toI. i. letter of l(Hh July, 
t Mitchell papen, vol. ix. 

Dgilizedt^COOglC 



1756.] ARMAMENTS AND RESOLUTIOK?. 277 

neously maintained that * it was the principal plan 
of England, that the king of Prussia should attack 
Austria. Valory, the amhassador at Berlin, was, 
therefore, commanded to declare that, in this case, 
France would aid the empress- queen conformably to 
the treaty. On this, the Prussian minister Podevrils 
asked Valory, whether (he French court was certain 
respecting the intentions of the court of Vienna 
against the Prussians, and whether the king of 
France would guarantee to them the preservation 
of peace ? Valory writes to the French minister : — ■ 
" You see, sir, that my answer could be only dubiona 
and unmeaning." Valory also confesses, in another 
placet, 'liftt the French court had never given any 
answer to that important question, The more de- 
cided, however, was Valory in declaring the French 
demands ; on which account Frederick said to Mit- 
chell, " 1 do not choose that these gentlemen should 
speak to me as to the Dutch, and tell mc what treaty 
I shall fulfil or not." 

Thus then wc have come to an epoch, which de- 
cided for many years the fate of Prussia, — nay, of 
Europe ; yet even to the present day there is a wide 
difference of opinion respecting the justice or in- 
justice, the wisdom or the folly, of the conduct of the 
several powers, especially of Frederick II. If we 
consider the sources that have hitherto been acces- 
sible—especially Hcrzberg'e rich collection of docu- 
ments, — the impartial observer may come to the fol- 
lomng conclusions : — 

1, Frederick has not proved, and could not prove, 
that a formal offensive alliance against him had been 

• Vulory, M^moires, vol. ii. p. lOI. -f Mtn. p. 310. 

t Mitchell, viA. i., lettei of 301b July. 
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concluded between Austria, Russia, and Saxony. 
He was wrong in laying particular stress upon it at 
the beginning, because those powers might deny it, 
and draw attention from their unquestionably hostile 
intentions. 

2. Austria cherished the natural wish to recon- 
quer Silesia, and to provoke Frederick to attack, 
because then it would have the inestimable advan- 
tage of being able to make use of the aid of Russia 
and France to attain its ends. 

3. This danger was by no means concealed from 
the king. If, therefore, he drew on himself the ap- 
pearance of being the aggressor, he either acted in 
a very inconsiderate and injudicious manner, or he 
was in a state of necessary self-defence, and im- 
pressed with the conviction that he could not escape 
entire ruin, except by anticipating the plans of his 
enemies. 

Without repeating what is already known in con- 
firmation of these assertions, a chronological review 
of English dispatches, and of Frederick's own state- 
ments, will contribute to place the last questions in 
particular, in a clearer light. 

On the 23rd of July, Mitchell writes* :—" The 
king of Prussia thinks that Russia is absolutely lost 
for us. The intentions of the court of Vienna have 
manifested themselves beyond all thought by the 
great preparations made in Bohemia and in Mo- 
ravia, and by the unguarded declarations that some 
of their ministers and generals have made. The 
king said he wished for peace, and it was his interest 
to do so." 

In a more detailed dispatch of Mitchell about the 
■ Hitch)illPapen.TDt. i. 
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same time, he says* : — " The march of the imperial 
troops into Bohemia alarmed the Icing of Pnissia'a 
ofScers and ministers in Silesia, and it is probable that 
the accounts they sent to the king were aggrarated 
and exaggerated. The king concluded there was 
no salvation but in preventive measures, hoping, if 
he succeeded, this formidable conspiracy might dis- 
sipate in smoke, if the party principally concerned 
would be so far reduced as not to be in a condition 
to support the war next year ; that then the whole 
burthen must fall upon their allies and associates, 
which he did not think they were inclined to bear. 

" In this temper I found the king ; at the same 
time he declared to me (as he had often done before) 
that he wished for nothing so much as peace, — that 
he wanted to keep what he had, but had no view of 
making new acquisitions. 

" I remember on this occasion, amongst other 
pieces of intelligence which his Prussian majesty 
showed me, there were some very strong, and as I 
thought exaggerated, accounts irom Silesia of an 
intended encampment upon a tongue of land in 
Bohemia, which was nearly surrounded by Silesian 
territories. Upon which information, combined with 
others, the king concluded that the court of Vienna 
certainly intended to attack him. I took the liberty 
to represent that, from such encampments, the in- 
tention of the Austrians could not certainly be con- 
cluded while they remained upon their own territory; 
that perhaps their design might be to provoke his 
majesty to strike the first blow, and thereby to en- 
title themselves to call for the succour from Russia 

* Wilhoul date. Ib'iil. rol. liviL p. 29. The illapnlch ira«[>tabaUy 
writUn (omething laler, bat about tbii lime, 
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and France in case Maria Tlicrcea was attacked in 
her possessions. Uc answered me abruptly and 
with some emotion, and looking me full in the face, 
• Now, air, what do you sec in my face ? do you 
think that my nose is made to receive fillips ? By 
Heaven, I would not put up with them !' 

" I replied, that nobody, I believed, would bo 
rash enough to afi'ront him ; that if they did, his 
character was too well known in Europe to leave 
any doubt in what manner it would be resented; 
and that, of all the great qualities he possessed, 
I never heard patience and forbearance reckoned 
among the number. Ho took this freedom well, 
and laughed : he persisted, however, in his view of 
the case, though I repeated my arguments to the 
contrary. 

" At length I proposed that, before taking any 
further measures, he might demand a declaration 
whether Austria meant to attack him. He did not 
seem to relish this proposal, and began to speak 
with great warmth of tlic insolence and liaughtiness 
of the court of Vienna; that making such a demand 
would only be making things woi-sc, and exposing 
himself to receive an arrogant and insulting answer. 
1 urged that the more haughty the answer was, so 
much the better ; not that I thought he should bear 
it, but only that he should convince Europe of his 
own pacific intentions, and the hostile views of 
Austria. He heard all with patience, but replied 
with warmth, ' No ; that will not do. It may make 
things worse. You do not know those people ; that 
would render them more proud, and I will not yield 
to them.' 

" So ho spoke in the forenoon ; in the evening. 
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after the burlctta, the king declared he had thought 
of the matter, and would follow my advice. ' But,' 
said he, ' I tell you beforehand, that I expect no 
good from all this, and that I shall not yield to those 
people.' 

Hereupon the king caused a friendly and polite 
request to be made at Vienna for a declaration and 
information respecting the military preparations; 
and Maria Theresa gave designedly an obscure and 
unsatisfactory answer. Count Fleming, the Saxon 
ftmbassador, in a dispatch to Count Bruhl, of the 
28th of July, says*, "Count Kaunitz said to me, 
'The ting of Prussia has a double object, which wo 
here wish to prevent. In the first place, to obtain 
discussions and explanations which might lead to 
the interruption of measures, the active prosecution 
of which we thought to bo necessary; secondly, to 
carry the matter further, to lead to new proposals 
and positive engagements. I therefore was of 
opinion the answer must be of such a nature that it 
should wholly evade the king's question, should give 
no room for further explanation, be at once firm and 
polite, but at tlic same time not be susceptible of 
any inlci-pretfttion favourable or unfavourable. He 
had therefore thought it would be the best if the 
empress contented herself with merely saying, that 
in the great crisis in which Europe now was, her 
duty and the honour of her crown required that she 
should adopt adequate measures for her own se- 
curity, as well as for the security of her friends and 
allies.' Soon afterwards Count Fleming added: — 
■ It was wished that the king should impoverish him- 
self by continued armaments, and be consumed by a 
* Rcccuil de Hunbcig, vol. i. {i. 60. 
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slow fire ; or that, in order to prevent ttiis, he should 
take a rash resolution ; and, it appears to me, that 
is precisely what they expect.' " 

After this explanatory digression we will return 
to the British accounts. On the 27th July, Mitchell 
writes, — " The Prussian amhassador Klinggtaf re- 
ceived at Vienna the following answer from the hands 
of Maria Theresa • : That affairs being now at a 
crisis, she had thought {it to take measures for her 
own safety and that of her atUcs, and which would 
not tend to the prejudice of anybody." Three days 
later, Mitchell adds f, — " The Icing will lay open to 
her imperial majesty the intelligence he has of a 
treaty entered info between her majesty and the 
court of Russia to attack him at the same lime ; and 
the discovery he has made that the execution of this 
scheme is only delayed till the next year, because 
the Bussians were not ready ; that notwithstanding 
this, if her imperial majesty will give him assurances 
that she will not attack him, neither this nor next 
year, he will be satisfied, and will give reciprocal 
assurances to her imperial majesty on his part." 

In a dispatch of Kcilh from Vienna of the 23th 
of July, he says t, — " Klinggraf received instructions 
to desire, in the most civil and obliging form, an 
explanation on the preparations for war. Kaunitz 
laid the blame upon the Prussians. Klinggraf 
replied, he was in a condition to show that the in- 
formation they had received of that kind was ill- 
founded ; and he was going to enter into particulars, 
but Kaunitz prevented him by breaking off the con- 
versation abniptly." 
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On the 4th of August Keith writes from Vienna * : 
— The preparations for war here increase. At the 
beginning of September there will be in Boheniia 
and Moravia (besides the hussars and 11 or 12,000 
Warasdines) 60,000 regular troops. 

" When king Frederick," continues Mitchell in his 
above-mentioned narrative f, " received the first an- 
swer from Vienna, he was not satisfied, and asked 
my opinion. I saidl wished it had been more ex- 
plicit, but I was glad to find there was nothing 
oSensive in it. He then put in my hand an extract 
of a letter dated, but the place from whence it came 
not mentioned, and desired me to read it carefully. 
This extract gives an account of a conversation that 
an intimate friend of Count Eaunitz had with him 
concerning the answer the empress was to give to 
the king of Prussia's demands. As I road I could 
not help smiling, which the king perceiving, asked 
me why I smiled ? I endeavoured to shift giving an 
answer ; but he insiating, I was obliged to own that 
I smiled because I thought the intelligence too 
good and too minute. That I was acquainted with 
Count Kaunitz, and believed him too wise to trust 
any friend whatever with such a secret. After taking 
Count Kaunitz' character, which I gave him fairly, 
his majesty was pleased to say, ' I own your observ- 
ation is just ; but this intelligence comes from a 
good hand, and may be depended upon.' " 

Mitchell learnt afterwards that the intelligence 
came from Count Fleming, and it is doubtless that 
of which we have just given an extract. It is not to 
be supposed that Fleming wrote that account that it 
might fall into the king's hands and irritate him ; at 

* Auitiia, Tol. ouii. f HitcbcU Paper*, *oL Isrii. p. 28, 
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least the conclusion th&t it was Intended invidiously 
to provobo him, would have done away with the 
premises. Frederick doubtless knew the whole of 
the contents. 

On the 2nd of August* Frederick \vrotc to his 
ambassador KliuggrSf, that this answer is not clear 
and sufRcicni; that he had proofs that Russia and 
Austria intended to attack him, and had only delayed 
it because the Russians were not ready. He con- 
tinues, — " 1 think 1 have a right to demand from the 
empress a Tormal and categorical declaration, con- 
sisting of an assurance, either verbal or io writing, 
that she has no intention of attacking me this year 
or the next. Whether this declaration be made in 
writing, or verbally, in presence of the ambassadors 
of France and England, that is the same to me, and 
depends on the pleasure of the empress. I must 
know whether wc are at peace or war. I make the 
empress herself the arbiter. If her intentions are 
pure, this is the moment to manifest them. But if 
an answer is given me in the style of an oracle, un* 
certain and inconclusive, the empress will have her- 
self to blame for all the consequences of the manner 
in which she will tacitly confirm the dangerous pro- 
jects which she has formed with Russia against me, 
and I call to Heaven to witness that I am innocent of 
the misfortunes that will ensue." 

Such was the state of things when Lord Holder- 
ness wrote to Mitchell on the Btli of Augustf : — " If 
the king of Prussia shows himself active for Eng- 
land against France, he may make himself as po- 
pular in this country as ever the house of Austria 
was. But this is the touchstone. France is our 
• Uitchell Papen, tuI. i. f Ibid. l<a. (tix. 
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point: he must show a resolution to assist us 
against our natural enemy — (he rest will come of 
course." 

This manner of considering the matter was, to say 
the least, very partial; that Frederick should undcr- 
tate war against Franco merely for the sake of 
Bngland, should aet merely for England, was mak- 
ing him and his kingdom subordinate to foreign ob- 
jects, in a manner which may be asked, but cannot be 
granted. To this it must be added, that any attack 
upon France necessarily included a war with Austria. 
and that the king of course had Silesia more at heart 
than Hanover. 

Two other letters of Holderness arc more to the 
purpose *, in which ho says : — " The enemies of 
England will not bring the Czarina to join headlong 
in the projects of Vienna and Versailles, unless the 
lung of Prussia should by any attack on the em- 
press-queen strengthen Bestucheff and our enemies, 
and oblige them to take part under the specious pre- 
text of engagements they are under to the house of 
Austria. I have endeavoured to set forth to you the 
dangerous consequences of any hostile attempt on 
the part of the king of Prussia, unless absolutely 
forced thereto by the conduct of the court of Vienna. 
The king hopes therefore his Prussian majuEty will 
precipitate nothing, as a sudden resolution might 
produce the most dangerous consequences, which 
may be avoided, or at least diminished, by a little 
patience. . 

" There is weight and sohdity in Frederick's in- 
tentions of being beforehand with his enemies, when 
onco he is persuaded it is tlieir intention to com- 
* The 6lh of August, to Mitchell. Uilchell F&pen, vol. is. 
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mence hostilities ; but, at the same time, his Pnu- 
tdan majesty cannot but sec, that by being the ng' 
gressor, he forces the empress of Russia to take a 
part with the house of Austria, which might per- 
haps by temporizing be avoided." 

On the 11th of August Holdemees repeats*:— 
" Whatever intelligence of a joint attack of Russia 
and Austria is come to the king of Prussia, the king 
of England cannot bo convinced that those advice^ 
are well founded. Bestucheff certainly knows no- 
thing of them ; and though his credit is sunk with 
the empress, such a step would not be resolved upon 
without his knowledge. The king of Prussia will 
consider whether the advantage he proposes to him- 
self by preventing his enemies arc adequate to the 
certain loss of Russia." 

Mr. Williams, in his dispatches from Russia of the 
14th of August, saysf, — " Appearances are good, 
but nobody can answer for the result. Delays and 
indolence are the characteristics of this court^. Bes- 
tucheff's interest is certainly prevalent at present 
If he acts up to his professions all will be well ; if 
not, he will keep us in suspense, which is his favourite 
way of acting." And yet Wihiams writes, only a 
week later, on the 24th of August, — " The Russiwia 
will neither take money on the ground of the treaty 
concluded with England, nor do anything. They 
say they will soon make new proposals, and have 
appointed an ambassador to Paris §." 

Thus Russia was already quite separated irom 
England, and had gone over to its enemies, before 

* The 6lh of Aiiguil, tu Mitchell. Hiicli«ll Psiwni, voi. it. 

t Prunia, Tol. Ixv. J Dug-'tch of 1 7rh Aoguit. Ibid. 

i Ibid. DUpatlcIiof26th AupiiL 
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Frederick II. had nndertaken any hostile measure 
against Austria. In case a continental war should 
anywhere break out, there could, in truth, remain no 
doubt of the conduct of Elizabeth, and the part she 
would take. We shall bring below liirthcr proofs of 
this. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

Letlei of Fredeifchll. io Mitchell retpecting the necessity of Pre* 
TcatiTC Meaxuie* — Holdtrnen respectiog (ho haatila InlenliDm of 
thg Court of VicDDB — BnolutiOD of Frederick to comiiMitM the 
Wsr — Match of the FruMiuii. 

It is above all things necessary to know what 
Frederick II. thought of the situation and pros- 
pect of affairs. An autograph letter of his own to 
Mitchell*, of the 9th of August, 1556, gives the 
most interesting information on this subject. " From 
the accounts which we receive, it appears that France 
means to attempt this year an invasion of the three 
kingdoms. It is to be hoped that the good measures 
which the king of England has taken will defeat this 
expedition. It is known that the squadron of Bailly 
de Conflans consists of thirteen ships of the line, 
which is to be joined by twelve from the Brest fleet, 
making in all twenty-five ships of the line. As we 
know that the English Channel fleet is much supe- 
rior to that of the French, that the best admirals 
command it, that they are aware of the designs of 
their enemies, and that they may ruin them, we be- 
lieve that we may be easy on this head. 

• UilcIuU Pepen, voL L, letlei tzv. 
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" However, the ministry is intrcated not to neglect 
the information which has been given them of secret 
correspondence, which the Marshal de Bcllcislc has 
in England, and which, if it is such as the French 
give out, might dreadfully embarrass the king of 
England. By land, affairs arc in a no less critical 
state. Prussia }ms communicated to the court of 
London the terms upon which it stands with the 
empress -queen. According to the best information 
from Vienna, a rupture seems inevitable. Much 
will depend on the answer of the court of Vienna, 
which will decide on peace or war, and which will be 
futhfully communicated to his Britannic majesty, as 
well as everything that may further occur, 

" It may be foreseen that the troubles in Germany, 
and perhaps the failure of the French expedition 
against England, will oblige France next year to 
transfer the war to the Continent, which must excite 
the serious attention of the courts of London and 
Berlin, that they may not be taken unprepared on 
that side. 

" It will, doubtless, he remembered that it was pro- 
posed to make an alliance with the republic of Hol- 
land, and to encourage it at the same time to place 
itself in a more respectable situation than it is in at 
present. Since, then, these two courts are equally 
interested in this subject, the must effectual means 
of succeeding would, doubtless, be to inform the 
ministers of the two crowns of tlieir design to con- 
tract a defensive alliance with the republic, to in- 
duce it to make an addition of 30,000 troops to its 
army, and with respect to England, to require the 
assistance of a number of mcn-of-irar. That these 
ministers should not be restricted with respect to 
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the means which they may think fit to employ for 
this purpose, but that it would be for them to concert 
with weU-dispoeed Dutchmen, to arrange their plan 
according to their opinioTi, and to carry it into exe- 
cution in concert. It is to be prcaumed that persons 
who see with their own eyes, who know the mode of 
thinking of the nation in which they live, and make 
use of the advice of well-dispofied persons aa a com- 
pass to steer by, will infallibly succeed in their 
designs. 

" We have learnt by an emissary, who has returned 
from Lombardy, that the Austrians and the French 
are extremely attentive to the movements of the king 
of Sardinia; whence it may be believed that, if that 
prince would merely spread a report of some aug- 
mentation of his army (even though he did not 
make any), this would keep the Austrian troops in 
Lombardy, and the French troops in Bauphine and 
Provence, in check, and would produce this advan- 
tage, that there would be less reason to fear for 
Germany. 

" It appears, from all accounts which come from 
St. Petersburg, that the great chancellor will perhaps 
liave sufficient courage to hinder the conclusion of a 
treaty between her majesty and France; but it seems 
certain that they will interfere in the war which the 
queen of Hungary intends to make upon Prussia. 
In this case, England can expect no assistance what- 
ever from Russia. It will even learn that Russia 
makes war upon the allies of England ; whence it 
may be inferred that, if the subsidies intended for 
that court were distributed at Brunswick, Cassel, 
Gotha, and Darmstadt, England would, in the pre- 
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leot cruis, derive a more real advaiiUge for the de- 
fimce of Hanover- 

"Acalculation has been made, b; which it appears 
evident (the augmentation and alliance with Hol- 
land being concluded) that the king of England will 
tte able to dispose of an army of nearly 80,000 men 
in the empire. These efforts, it is true, will be at 
the expense of the English government ; but would 
the French do less ? It is certain that they dread a 
war by land, on the one hand, on account of the 
^mense expense of their fleet, and this army, the 
maintenance of which would be very costly ; on the 
other hand, for reasons which influence the court and 
the interest of certain private persons, who fear that, 
if a war were to take place on the Continent, the 
king of France would again put himself at the bead 
ef hia armies. 

" But notwithstanding the reasons just alleged, it 
is not doubtful that if France should eufler a great 
eheck by sea, it will resume its designs upon the 
electorate of Hanover, to which it is excited by the 
court irf Vienna, which, desiring troubles in Gcr- 
BBsny, will spare nothing to engage France as far as 
it can. It may be remembered on this occasion, that, 
in the last memorial, mention was made of the Otto- 
man Porto ; that, as it appears that the delicacy of 
his Britannic majesty would be hurt by the insinu- 
ation which Mr. Porter might make at Constanti- 
nople against the court of St. Petersburg, it seems 
that another way might be taken, which would lead 
to the same end. This would be to represent to the 
grand vizier all the danger which threatens the 
Ottoman empire from the strict alliance between 
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die court of Vienna and that of France, and, in case 
war breaks out in Qermany, it might be added, that 
thia would be the moment for the Turks to profit by 
this event, to secure themselves from the fatal con- 
sequences which that alliance might have for them.- 
It were to be wished that after all the attention and 
all the friendly proceedings of the court of liondon 
towards that of St. Petersburg, it might make some 
progress there, but it seems that it will be lost 
labour. 

" One reflection may be added, submitting the 
whole to the superior judgment of his Britannic 
majesty : seeing that the new triumvirate formed in 
Europe, far from preserving any consideration for 
its own allies, proceeds direct to the execution of its 
dangerous pn^ects, it is but just that England and 
Prussia, instead of suffering themselves to be amused 
by them, should labour with equal diligence to op- 
pose them. The old systems no longer exist. It 
would be running after a shadow to attempt to re- 
store them. The engagements which now unite 
these powers, who dictate the fate of kings, are too 
strong ; those powers which desire to oppose their 
tyranny, and the presumptuous plans which they 
meditate, hare no means left but to form a new sys- 
tem on their part, that a new balance of power may 
be established in Europe, and that force may repress 
violence, and defeat designs which are dangerous to 
all those who love their country, their liberty, and 
tlie good of all Europe." 

In the meantime, Frederick's renewed demands 
had arrived at Vienna. The Auatrians, however (in 
order to gain time), demanded that theae should be 
o 2 
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communicated in writing*, to which KlinggHif did 
not think himself authorized, but aslted for instruc- 
tions from Berlin. 

On the 1 4th August, Frederick writes to Mitchellf : 
— " You see I have nothing for it but to prevent my 
enemies, who would make use of the time between 
this and the next spring to augment the conspiracy 
formed against me, and to reduce me to an utter 
impossibility of resisting this attempt." 

On the 17th he ^mtes J : — " You will see by the 
subjoined note all the wicked projects of my ene- 
mies, and the indispensable necessity under which I 
am of preventing them : to loose this Gordian knot, 
there is no means but to cut it with the sword." 

On the 18th of August Mr, Keith ivrites from 
Vienna § : — " Even the garrison of this capital has 
marched, and the whole army is in motion." 

On the following day Frederick writes to MitcheU||: 
— " To answer you, sir, on the different points on 
whicli you have spoken to me to-day, I must tell 
you, — 

" 1st. That affmrs are so advanced with the queen 
of Hungary that her answer must be waited for, and 
if it does not prove to be entirely clear and satisfac- 
tory, I cannot, without sacrificing the safety of my 
states, and even my honour, leave her time to exe- 
cute all her black designs ; and that, knowing very 
well that this step may bring upon me a war with 
Russia, I have prepared for it the more, as I have long 
expected that I should one day be obliged to come to 

* Diipatch rrom Vienna, 11th Aiigusl. Auitrii.nl.czeu. 

f Mitchell Pnpen, ToL sL J llud. 

§ Aiuttia, ToL neii. || Hitchell Ptpen, toL ii. 
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this. I call Hearen to witness, that I know of no 
other means to extricate myself bom bo difficult a 
situation than by preventing it, 

" 2d. With respect to the succour which the lung 
of England requires from me, I must tell you, that 
if I had troops enough to make head alone against 
all Europe, I should have sent an army to the coun- 
try of Clcves, to defend it against the invasion of my 
enemies ; but that, having need of all my forces to 
maintain my ground against the two empresses, I 
am obliged to expose my provinces on the Rhine to 
the chance of events ; that, however, I will do my 
utmost to prove to the king of England that I am 
his iriend. For this purpose, in case the French 
should march troops towards the Bhine, he may dis- 
pose of a corps of 11,000 men which I have in Fo- 
merania, and which, in eighteen or twenty days, 
may be ia Hanover, passing by TangermQnde and 
the country of Zell ; whereas iJie French will have 
more than forty days' march from Normandy to the 
Weser. That these troops may, in ease of need, be 
employed for the defence of Hanover till the end of 
February, it being well understood that the king of 
England will supply them mth bread, meat, and 
forage, during the time that they will have to stay 
(in case of the march of the French) in his domi- 
nions. But that, after the month of February, I 
should be obliged to make them march for Prussia, 
that they may be there by the middle of May, un- 
less (contrary to all expectation) Russia declares 
itself neuter. I sacrifice my own interest at this 
moment for the king of England ; but it is impo»- 
sible for me to go any further. If that prince 
chooses to make a peace advantageous to him, I 
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sliall be cluinned at it, provided he does not exclude 
his allies. My eoemies force me to make war ; I 
shall bless the day which shall put an end to it." 

In the same spirit Frederick eaid to Mitchell * : — 
" He that gave the first blow was not to be con- 
sidered Bx the aggressor, but he that made that blow 
necessary and unavoidable." 

On the same day that the king said this to 
Mitchell (20th August), Lord Holdemessf wrote 
to him : — " Prussia should not attack, because such a 
step would make Elizabeth immediately decide in 
favour of Maria Theresa." " The king of England," 
continues Holderness, " still entertains the opinitm 
that this attempt must not be ventured upon till all 
other means of securing the king of Prussia have 
lailed, and that no other resource remains." 
' Lord Holderness expresses himself more plainly 
and more at length in a letter to Sir C. Williams <^ 
the same date^. He acknowledges, in the first 
place, that for certain occasions and circumstances it 
cannot be expected that the king of Prussia, who is 
the best prepared, should wait till he is attackedt 
He says, " His majesty the king of England has 
reason to know that the Austrian ministers are at 
this very time using their utmost endeavours to per- 
suade the court of France to take this opportunity 
of making an attempt on the king's dominions in 
Germany. It is further proved by the diplomatic 
correspondence, as well as other sources, that even 
then (that is, in the last summer) the court of Vimna 
had nothing so much at heart as an opportunity of 
attacking the king of Prussia. All their views tended 

■ Hitcbdl Papers, toL ii., Icttei of 20th August 
f lUd., vol. k. t Ibid., letter ofSHh Aagoit 
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to that, tlwir f«Tourite point, and it was becauee hi« 
majjBBty declined to enter into their schemes, that b# 
was denied that support and assiatance which h^ 
had, from so many reasons, a right to expect * j and 
finding that his majesty decUned entering into 
measures so unjust and so dangerous, their next 
application was to the court of France, who, lew 
scrupulous as to the means of attaining their ends, 
have entered into, or at least connived at, the grosa 
breach of faith which they have so long been medi- 
tating. 

" In ciiciunstances hke these, and with so much 
certainty of the nature of the politics of the court of 
Vienna, is it wonderliil to find the king of Prussia 
willing to prevent the impending danger? or can 
any resolution he might take in such circumstance^ 
and under such provocations, be justly considered as 
a commencement of hostilities ? We have, however, 
dissuaded him from attacking. 

" But should the court of Vienna persist in refiuf 
ing such explanations as might quiet his Prussian 
majesty's alarms, and should that prince be forced in 
consequence to take those measures which his own 
safety seems to call for, the king cannot look upon 
such a step as giving the house of Austria a light to 
reclaim the asostance of licr allies. 

" His majesty will still continue to inculcate to 
bis I^iissian msjesty the necessity of moderation. 
But the king cannot, in justice to liimsclf and his 
ally, push that advice so lac as to expose bira to the 
danger of an attack, which he has drawn upon him* 
self, by entering into measures with the king." 
* VaUxf confenM thi lama, roLii. p, 1 &0. 
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In another place * Lord Holdemess writes to Mr. 
Williams : — " The king of Prussia, though ready to 
repulse or prevent the attack which seems to be me- 
ditating i^;aitist him, has, in pursuance of his ma- 
jesty's advice, thought proper to ask an explanation 
from the empress queen, which has been demanded 
in the most decent and moderate manner, but has 
hitherto produced nothing but a dry unsatisfactory 
answer. 

*' The king of Prussia has; therefore, addressed 
new questions to the court of Vienna, and declared 
to us that he will readily maintain peace if it can be 
done with any hopes of safety to himself. But if, on 
the contrary, it should appear from the hostile prepa- 
rations of hia enemies, that they arc resolved to act 
openly as such, and that they should refuse a satis- 
f^tory explanation of their intentions in amassing 
so great a force, it cannot be expected that that 
prince should wait for an open overt act to convince 
him of their bad intention ; but that, on the con- 
trary, he will make use of being better prepared 
than his adversaries, and endeavour to remove the 
scat of war from his own territories : and if lie should 
be forced to take a resolution of that kind, his ma- 
jesty does not see how he can justly be called the 
ag^cssor." 

In another letter from Lord Holdemess to Mr. 
Titley, ambassador in Holland, he says : — " The 
proposals which the English court made to that of 
Austria in the spring of 1755, respecting a defensive 
alliance, were rejected f , When Mr. Keith pressed to 

■ Lcttei of tbs SOlh Auput. SuiiU, toL txr. 
t Lelfa!riiflhe4ai Juioaiy, 17jr. Mitchell Papery toL ii. 
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Icnow what count KauBitz thought as to the means of 
fonning a dofeneive system, since what the king had 
proposed was rejected, Kaunitz answered with great 
warmth and emotion, — ' Good God, by attacking the 
king of Prussia !' Thus ended the negotiations with 
the court of Vienna." 

On the 24th of August Frederick writes to 
Mitchell * : — " In case the answer which I expect 
every hour from Vienna should be of such a nature 
that I can be satisfied, and not be obliged to have 
recourse to extremities, we will deliberate on the 
sending a Prussian ambassador to Petersburg." 

On the same day Mitchell writes : — " llie courier 
from Vienna is not yet arrived f; the impatience 
with which lie is expected is not to be described. 
The soliUers, flushed with the memory of former 
success, set out with a thorough persuasion of nc- 
tory. And, indeed, it is surprising to sec with what 
alacrity and cheerfulness they have returned from 
their harvest-work upon the first notion that was 
given them." 

Meantime J the court of Vienna gave, on the 2lst 
of August, an answer, in which the existence of an 
offensive alliance against Prussia is denied; but not 
a word is said of Frederick's principal question, whe- 
ther Maria Theresa thinks to attack him in this 
or the following yeai'. 

On the 27th of August the king said to Mr. 
Mitchell, " He was so much disposed to peace, that 
any declaration would have satisfied him provided 
he had found in it an assurance for his security. 

• llitehell Par*"' "I- "'• t Ibid.tol.ii. 

X Ibid. Anil ft (litpUch fiam Vicana of '21it Augul, TuL cxdi 
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That he had read this, the last answer, over sereral 
times, but could find nothing of that sort in it *. 
Though completely prepared for war, he is willing 
to be quiet, if he can but be secure. And, indeed, 
this is perfectly agreeable to the whole conversation, 
that even with success he cannot be a gainer by 
war ; that therefore both interest and inclination 
would lead him to wish for peace, even after he had 
taken the field." 

On the 28th of August Mitchell writesf : — " As 
the answer of Vienna denied solely the treaty be- 
tween Austria and Russia, and gave no security, the 
king set in motion his army, with the intention, 
however, to withdraw his troops, if the empress will 
give the assurance required 

" This morning, between four and five o'clock, 
I took leave of the king of Prussia. He went im- 
mediately upon the parade, mounted on horseback, 
and after a very short exercise of his troops, put 
himself at their head, and marched directly for Be- 
litz. The men are cheeriiil and in high spirits." 

* Mitchell Papon, toI. ii Diipatch of 30th Auguat, 
t Mitclull Papen, vol. i. 
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CHAPTEB XXX. 

Reasoni of ths Wai^Situatioa and Complaints of SaioD]' — Fradt- 
tick n. to Augiului King of Poland— Dispatehu rrom Kania-^ 
NegotialioDi with BMtucheff— Bhboiy — Ainmiio— Catherina— 
PaitsionHte SeutinuiDla of Eliiabeth — Sweden agaioit Prunia . 
HolderDeag againtt the court of Vienna — Battle of Lowoiits— 
Iwan III. — The Poles.— Mailame de Pompadour- Eeranmlty to 
Fitderick— Ruiiia'i eatlUr Plana agaiait Pronia— Peter III. and 
Catheiine to Williuiia— Faitiet in Biuaia. 

The more I compare the old ttccounts with those 
which have been lately brought to light, the more 
firmly am I penraaded that the maritime war be-' 
tween England and France continuing, a continental 
war could not be avoided. France desired it, in 
order to make England feel its superiority here; 
Austria to conquer Silesia ; and Russia to gratify its 
passion. The king of Prussia alone undoubtedly 
wished for peace, for (as he very clearly perceived) 
there was no prospect whatever of advantage to him 
under present circumstances. The state of things 
was, on the other hand, so unexpectedly and extra- 
ordinarily advantageous to Austria (by its own pru- 
dence and the folly of others), that it had every 
reason to entertain the hope of recovering what it 
had lost. If therefore the court of Vienna gave un- 
satisfactory answers to the easily-answered questions 
which the king, as the threatened and weaker party, 
very naturally made, — this was not accident or the 
effect of pride, but of deliberate resolution, and of 
the well-formed calculation that it would thus throw 
on Frederick the odium of being the aggresBor. 
Had the intentions of the court of Vienna been dif- 
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ferent, it would have cost but an explicit word, and 
war was avoided. 

The fact tbat this word was not (honourably) 
pronounced, was, in truth, a declaration of war ; and, 
taking everything into account, we cannot but feel 
that it was perfectly natural if Frederick took the 
second answer (or no answer) in this light Mere 
waiting would hare brought Russian armies into 
Prussia, the French to WestphfJia, and the king 
would not have gained, by neglecting the right mo- 
ment, the sntallcst compassion, or any assistance in 
Kurope. At all events he is, and always will be, the 
hero of that memorable war; and Austria, also, 
deserves the praise of firmness and perseverance; 
whereas France and Bussia, in their conduct to- 
wards Prussia, acted only an unworthy, and Saxony 
and the German empire, very pitiiiil characters in the 
great tragedy. 

Frederick again declared, that as soon as Austria 
would give a satisfactory declaration *, he would 
retire, disarm, and remove all grounds for suspicion. 
But there was not the elightest probabihty that 
Austria, which now saw itself at the goal of its 
riches, would sacrifice, by such a declaration, all the 
advantages it had gained. 

The court of Saxony first made loud complunts, 
with reason, as the miseries of war threatened it; 
but without reason, as Saxony, in a war between 
Austria and Prussia, cannot possibly remain wholly 
neutral and exempt from the consequences ; but 
that, when reduced to the necessity of making a 
choice, it would join Austria and Russia, is evident 

* Ditpttch of 4tli Sf ptcmbCT. Auitiia, toL cxdii. 
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from the negotiationt *, and might also be inferred 
from its conduct during the second Silesian war. 

When king Augustus required the evacuation of 
Saxony, Frederick answered him, on the 5th of Sep- 
tember, from Lomnitzf : — " Whatever inclination I 
have to oblige your majesty, it is imposaiblc for me 
to evacuate your dominions, for a hundred military 
reasons, which it would be tedious to enumerate, 
and which, however, prevent mc from doing so; the 
principal being the necessity of securing my supply 
of provisions. I should be glad if the road from 
Bohemia passed tlirough Thuringia, that I might 
not he under the necessity of molesting your ma- 
jesty's estates ; but as military reasons oblige me to 
make use of the Elbe, I cannot, without performing 
miracles, choose any other means than those which 
I at present employ. I assure your majesty that I 
make all imaginable haste ; but it is impossible for 
the troops to fly. With respect to what 1 have stated 
to your majesty of your ministers' bad intentions 
and proceedings, very different to the spirit of the 
treaty of Dresden, I am able to prove it, and would 
do so immediately, did not considerations, which X 
am obliged to regard, hinder me. However, this 
will never make me forget what I owe to crowned 
heads, to a prince, my neighbour, who is only misled, 
and for whom, as well as all his royal f&mUy, I shall 
preserve upon all occasions, even were he my most 
cruel enemy, the highest respect and the most per- 
fect esteem." 

Several dispatches from Mr. Williams, written 
from Petersburg, maintun — 

* DUpatcheiof lOlhMulSeih June, tndZlrtJulf. Saxonf, Tul.lxr. 
t Milclwll papen, td1< IztU 
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1st. That unless Frederick had made the attack, 
Russia would certainly have remained neutral, and 
liad, besides, not concluded an offensive alliance with 
Austria*. 

2nd. That EIiEabeth had resolved to make war on 
the king, but that her army was not yet in a state 
of readiness, neither were the nobility by any means 
unanimous in their opinions respecting the offensire 
measures. 

In order to gaio Bestucheff, King Frederick had 
100,000 dollars offered to him f. 

On the 11th and 14th of September, WUliams 
writesj :— " I most heartily wish the king of Prussia 
had never ^eged to the court of Vienna that there 
waa an offensive alliance between Austria and Russia ; 
for I am thoroughly convinced that there is no such 
thing. I am fiilly convinced that his Prussian ma- 
jesty waa maliciously imposed upon, and that the 
Russian princess would never have assisted the 
house of Austria in an offensive war against Prussia. 
I cannot conceal from you that I am extremely con- 
cerned that the king of Prussia was deceived in his 
intelligence about the offensive treaty ; for his attack 
on Maria Theresa will frustrate all my designs at 
this court. 

" The king's enemies at this court are very nume- 
rous and vigorously resolute, and are daily talking 
against him. Orders are gone to all their troops to 
hold themselves in readiness." 

The empress declines every mediation, and Bays§, 
« Mitchell papera.Tol.iil Ditp*lcb« of WilUami of 4th, 7th, and 
21it September. Ruwia, vol. Iivi. 

f Mitchell's diipatchei af 2iid anJ 4th Siptembei, toI*. ii. tai i*. 
t Mitchell papen, vol. nL Hunift, toI. IxtL 
{ Di(I<Btch of IStb Septembn. Bunia, ml. Ixfi. 
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" She would leave the qaarrel, which was entirely 
begun on the king of Prussia's side, to be made np 
between those two powers ; though, at the same time, 
she was resolved to fulfil all her engagements with 
the emprebs-queen." 

" I endeavoured," says Williams on the 28th of 
September, " to gain the great chancellor Bestu- 
cheff for Prussia*. I found him, for the two or 
three first times, inflexible; but the broader my 
hints grew about the sum, the more he yielded. At 
last he gave me his hand, and said, ' From this hour 
I am his friend ; but I do not see how I can serve 
him at present. Had I known this two months ago 
much might have been done ; but he has begun a 
war, and nothing can hinder the empress to assist 
Austria. Everything is already determined. It is 
true, he has taken us a little unprepared, and you 
know that our motions are slow. I cannot promise 
to do anything at present, because it is not in my 
^wer ; but you may assure the king of Prussia that 
whatever Mardefeld might have done gainst me, I 
have entirely forgot it, and am now ready, when the 
occasion shall offer, through more than words, to 
show that 1 am willing to do service to his Prussian 
majesty.' He concluded, that he hoped this change 
and declaration of his might be kept as the greatest 
secret. 

" For other persons also I must ask for money. I 
hope the fcmg of Prussia wiU send me the 10,000 
ducate as soon as possible. 

" The Russians have little money, and not ten 
good officers of all ranks in their army. They go 

* Diipatdl of 16th Sept«mbei. Buttia, toI. liri. 
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into the war out of neceisity, and a point of passion 
more than honour. I hope the victories of the lung 
of Prussia will restore peace with Russia ; for it is 
most ccrtunly true, thai Prussia, in alliance with 
England, is the most natural ally for Russia, but in 
alliance with France, the most dangerous and formi- 
dable enemy. 

" Apraxin is to command the Russian army : he 
is lately made field-marshal. He is the laziest of 
mankind, and a rank coward; for he was grossly 
abused the other day, and almost kicked, by the 

hetman of the Cossacks, without resenting it" 

" Apraxin," he says, in another place •, " is a very 
corpulent manj lazy, luxurious, and certainly not 
brave- He has never yet seen an army of any 
enemy, nor ever served but in Miknnich's Turkish 
campaigns. I know he is sick of his command; and 
they already begin to find here that the marching of 
so large an army is not so easily done as talked of. 
All foreign ofiicers who, within the last few years, 
have been dismissed, have gradually taken leave. 

" The great duchess Catherine disapproves of the 
conduct of the court of Vienna towards England, 
and tliinks that an alliance between England, Russia, 
Holland, Prussia, and some other German princes, 
can alone save Europe. The Russians decline to 
accept the latest English subsidies, and declare 
nothing about the defence of Hanover against the 
French. The empress was yet \villing to employ 
her good offices with France, to prevent them from 
attacking Hanover." 

Opinion at Stockliolm was even more passionatOi 

* Diipatch o( SSlh September. BumU, toI. Ini. 
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and even absurd, than in St Petersburg. " There 
is nothing so bad" (dispatch of 24th September *) 
" but what is said hereof the king of Prussift and his 
expedition. All are exasperated with him, and would 
almost wish to see him annihilated. His guilt is 
heightened by his being the ally of England ; and 
the people triumph in anticipation that Eussia will 
declare agiunst him." 

When news was received in England of Frede- 
rick's final resolutions. Lord Holdemess wrote, on 
the llth of September!, to Lord Stormont :— ** The 
politics of the court of Vienna were to endeavour to 
force the king of Prussia to the necessity of doing 
himself justice by his arms. The king of Poland 
might avoid the consequences by a proper conduct 
towards the king of Prussia. But whatever incon- 
veoiences may arise to him, they are only to be 
ascribed to the ill-timed haughtiness of the court of 
Vienna. If their intentions had really been pacific, 
the king (of England) sees no reason why they 
might not have declared them to be such, as his 
majesty cannot conceive the dignity of any sovereign 
to be lessened by an avowal to the powers princi- 
pally concerned of those views, which they indus- 
triously endeavoured to insinuate to other princes, 
to be the only motives of their present armaments. 
They would make the world believe they only 
brought armies to the frontiers of the king of 
Prussia in consequence of the preparations he was 
making in those parts of the world. If that was 
true, why should they hesitate at giving the king of 
Prussia the satisfaction he has so much reason to 
expect? 
* 8inim,nl.sdi. f Ifitch«Upai«n,ToLix, Riuira, toI. In, 
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" The alliance of Bngland with Praana easen- 
tially aimed at peace* ; but nothing could calm the 
affected suspicioa of Vienna, or put a stop to their 
cupidity of recovering forcibly what vas ceded. 
Hence its armaments, the treaty of VerBaillea, the 
undigested counsels of Kaunitz, &c. Necessity has 
forced the king of Prussia to seek for safety. H« 
does not make the attack ; he defends himself." 

Meantime Frederick II. had besieged Dresden. 
On the 1st of October he guned the battle of IjOwo- 
nta, and on the 15th he forced the Saxon army to 
aurrender. The queen of Poland, therefore, sent 
one of the lords of the bed-chamber to SL Peters- 
burg, to make complaintst of the personfd treatment 
she had received, and to excite the pity, as well as 
the anger, of the empress. With similar views it 
was stated in the Bussian councils, that if Bossia 
declared war against him, I^Vederick would come 
thither with all his army and replace Iwan IIL en 
the throne |. When the empress heard this she 
•aid, " The day such a manifest plan appears. I will 
cffder young Iwan's head to be cut oit" 

The following infomuUion of the 9th of October §, 
is, however, in direct opposition to the foreg(»ng : — 
" M. Dtirand, the French minister at Warsaw, wait 
on the 26th inst (N. S.) to the prime minister of 
Poland, and declared to liim that the French king 
could not but be most extremely alarmedif the news 
that was everywhere published should prove true, 
that a Russian army was soon to march through Po- 

■ HoldctneM to Stormont. Suon;-, toL Ixri. 
t WilUams'i dUpatcli of 9lh October. Riiisia, vol.lzri. 

t Di*|<atr:h of 30ih October, ibid. 
4 MitcheU Papen, nd. xd. FMutburgCom^andenM. 
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land to antst Anstria, and that in tltat case Us most 
Chiistian majesty desired that the republic wonid 
give ^1 possible opposition to such a tnafch. Th* 
Biuaians are rery much astonished at tbis dedata- 
tion. Iliere is a very great party at this court, vho 
wishes for any occasion or excuse to prevent Bussis 
to enter into this war." 

Perhaps the hopes which the Prussian minister 
expressed to Mitchell might have had some con- 
nexioii with this *. " They (the ministers) flattered 
themselves that things would not come to extremitiea 
with France, as they could not persuade themselves 
th^e ever could be any cordiality between France 
and Austria." But historical and political conn- 
derations lost all their weight and influence from tlie 
caprices and interests of a mistress. The Prussian 
ambassador, Baron Kniphausen (says Valoryf ), ii 
the only one who, by command of his master, does 
not see Madame Pompadour, while the empresa- 
queen writes her the most flattering letters. Mitchell 
farther relatesj, — " In 1754, a proposal was made to 
the king of Prussia to yield the principality of Nenf- 
chatel to Madame Pompadour for life, she to be 
created a princess and to have the revenues, and the 
king to receive in lieu of them a gratification from 
France equal to them. This he rejected with dk- 
daiu ; and it is perhaps one reason of her hatred 
to him." 

An^ the battle of Lowositz, the Austrian ambas- 
sador in St Petersburg complains loudly <rf the low- 

■ MitchtiU to Nawcartle, 4th of Norcmbei. HitchsU Papan, voL 
XITiii. t V»lory,v(.l.i.p. 320. 

; Mitchell'a Letter of 2(Hh Oclobei, 1757, vol. lii*. 
} Diipatclinori9aBitd20tliOctob«r. MHeMlPaper^ToLnL 
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ness of die Rusuan succours. " Displeased at this," 
BestuchcffsayB to WilliamB, " inatead of blaming the 
Bussian ministers for not having the troops in readi- 
ness, he (Bestucheff) had it in Ma power to make 
the Austrian ministers own, that it was entirely their 
own fault that 40,000 Russians had not marched into 
Saxony two months ago. 

" Having heard thus much, I desired the great 
chancellor to explain himself further, which he did by 
telling me, that in the month of June last, the Saxon 
loinister had informed this court that they were fuUy 
convinced that the king of Prussia had designs 
of entering the electorate, and that tiiey reclaimed 
the 12,000 men which Russia is obliged by treaty to 
furnish them in case they are attacked. Upon the 
receipt of this news and this demand, there was 
a council held, in which it was resolved not only 
immediately to send the 12,000 men required, hut 
to offer the elector of Saxony 40,000 men, in case 
he would find forage and quarters for the additional 
28,000, and these resolutions were already signed by 
the empress, and by her orders communicated to 
Count Esterhazy, who was thereupon called to a con* 
fcrcnce, aud being acquainted with the empress's 
intentions, he opposed the sending any such succours 
to Saxony, and the vica-ehancellor seconded the op- 
position so effectually, that the scheme was laid 
aside. 

" Apraxin's departure is ^ain put off, and the 
great chancellor owned freely to us that he has con- 
trived this delay, and will contrive many more, to 
serve those who are his friends. If the king of 
Prussia, when he makes peace with Saxony, would 
show some civilities to the queen of Poland, and 
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make some slight excuse for what necessity has 
forced him to do, it would have a good effect here. 
Apraxin himself has hecn persuaded to furnish all 
the delays in his power, and to defer his journey, 
irhich even as yet is not tixed, nor at present much 
talked of" 

IVom this remarkable account it appears, in con- 
firmation of what I have above asserted : — 1st. 
Russia wfta sohostilely disposed towards Prussia, that 
on the bare possibility of a future attack on the part 
of the king, it wished to send a large army to 
Saxony. 

2nd. Austria's desire for war was necesaarily in- 
creased by this certainty ; and if it objected to the 
march of the Russians, or rather to a premature de- 
claration of their intention to march, this was most 
probably done, because its own preparations for war 
vere not yet sufficiently advanced, and Frederick 
might at once have begun the war with success. 
Above all things it prudently wished to remove 
from itself the odium of being the aggressor. 

" The king of Prussia," continues Williams, " may 
depend upon it*, that the great chancellor shall 
never touch one farthmg of his money, till the essen- 
tial services I require from him are actually per- 
formed. The great duke and duchess arc in favour 
of Prussia, and complain of the intrigues of the all- 
powerful Schuwaloffs in favour of Franco. On the 
9th of November the great duchess f ^vrote to me : ' I 
this day received a messenger from the Schuwaloffs 
to tell me how angry (sorry ?) they are to hear that the 
new alliance between Prussia and France is displeas- 
* Diipatch or nth November. SlilcheHPapen.ToL xxi. 
t Uitpiteh of 9th Nmember. Kuiut, leU hnL 
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ing to the great duke and me. They call it their 
aysteiD, ajid think it a good one. They offer me to 
become entirely mine, to put me on the best footing 
with the empress, and to procure me everything that 
can be agreeable to me during her lifetime, if I will 
promise them my future protection, and adopt and 
fvotect their system of politics.' My answer was, 
Uiat as &r as I meddled with politics, I entirely dis- 
approved of their new system, that I had always 
been for the English idliance, and against the 
French, though my opinion in those affairs had not 
much weight. Yet 1 woidd be sincere enougb with 
them to assure tiiem that the great duke would not 
only never adopt that system, but whenever it was in 
his power would severely punish the author of it 
You are blamed for your partiality to the lung of 
Pmssia. It is not I that blame yon, because we do 
now, and hope we shall always, think alike." 

When the great duke was going to speak in the 
canncil against the union with France, and the treaty 
of Versailles *, the empress said, with some warmth, 
what had been done was by her orders, and ^e 
would not have them disputed; upon which the 
great duke said that he then had nothing Idl to do 
but to obey and be silent. 

* Diipstch of 2Slh Deecmber. Rimu, voL Izvi. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

Frederidi^ bad poiiiioa — Letten to Mitchell — Complainti r«ipacting 
Futiea in Baglaod— Actirlty o( Frsdetick — loMtirity a[ Engluid 
— Hie Army in Lower Saxony — FurdinkBd o( B(ua*vick— Tba 

PriDce of Pniiwii — Adilitional Lctten of Frederick to Milchell 

Ponutowiki in FetenbuTg — The Great Durhesi Catherine 

Frederick, by his prompt attack, had gained 
Saxony, made the Saxon army pneoners, and de- 
feated the Auetrians at Lowositz. But he was un- 
able to maintain his ground in Bohemia; and the 
miaeries of war were felt, notwithstanding every pre- 
caution, even in the Prussian camp. Accordingly, 
Mitchell, who accompanied the king, writes on the 
4th of November from SedKtz* : — " The Prussian 
camp is no place of pleasure. Neither convenience 
□or luxury dwells here ; you are well provided viih 
everything if you bring it ^ong with you. I find 
I must increase my equipage or starve; all my 
&nuly are like spectres. It is tme I am fed at the 
king's table, because he desired me to leave my 
eqnipi^ at I>reBden." 

The prospects for the following year were, how- 
ever, much more gloomy, and England by no means 
did so much as was expected. For this reason lA>rd 
Holdemeos himself was afraid that Frederick would 
become uneasy on account of the internal fermenta- 
tion and parties in England. " Tell him" (says Lord 
Holdemess to Mitchell on tfae 3rd of Novemberf) 
"what you have seen, and what you know of men and 

* HitchaUPv«i«,*ol.ixnii. \ BM.'kLxbs. 
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tnanDers in this country, but do not let him talce any 
alarm at out wild, incoBBidorate, precipitate way of 
acting. We are not squabbling about measures, 
but about men. Our alliance with him must and 
will be supported by all sides." 

Yet Frederick said to Mitchell • : — " Besides the 
general crisis of Europe, the existence of my house 
is in question. I have reason to be a little uneasy 
at not having received an answer from England. I 
have Austria, France, and perhaps Bussia, upon my 
hands, and England docs not move. If," added the 
Iting, " the empress of Russia would die, or be quiet, 
I fear nothing Irom my enemies." After the return 
of his ambassador irom Paris, he became more un- 
easy f, and all that Mitchell could say to cxcuso 
England's delay made no impression. 

Accordingly he wrote to Mitchell J : — " I am very 
sorry, my dear Mr. Mitchell, to hear of the divisions 
which have broken out in your English government. 
Good God ! it seems to me, that at the present mo- 
ment, every man who has at heart the interests of 
his nation, and those of Europe, ought to lay aside 
all personal interest, to think only of an interest 
paramount to all others — that of maintaining the 
protestant cause and the liberty of Europe. 

" I confess that I have learnt, with the most lively 
grief, the dissensions in your government. Is it pos- 
sible that so many men, who however have a regard 
for the interests of the country, can give the advan- 
tage to the eternal enemies of their government by 

• Uitcbtll'iLetteiotSihDecembv. MllcheUPapm,ioI,nTiii. 

t Lelttror9tliDe<wmb*r. Ibid. toI. iii. 
I Wrilten wilb hit owa luDil about thii time, Ihough it ii not dalrJ. 
UitctKU F*p«n, Tol. xl. 
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intestine diriaions ? How can tKe king of England 
and the nation adopt good measures against their 
enemies ? I find, in the nation itself, persons who, 
though hostile to the French, render them the 
greatest services, by hindering the state ftom taking 
measures in time against the cnterprizes of our com- 
mon enemies. 

" For heaven's sake, let patriotism revive among 
your countrymen, and let them look at things on 
a grand scale, and not through the microscope of 
personal interest. For my part, I think at the pre- 
sent moment only of Europe : I have opposed to 
me only the duumvirate which is dangerous to the 
liberties of England, as well as to those of Germany, 
and especially to the protcstant cause. I sec the 
winter approaching, and with it the interval of truce 
in which the inclemency of the season suspends the 
madness of men. I think that this precious moment 
should not be suffered to escape without taking on 
all hands, both by sea and land, the measures which 
arc calculated to resist the powerful efforts which 
the houses of Austria and Bourbon will make 
agunat us. 

" 1 have many things to propose to you, which 
I withhold till your internal storms are allayed. I 
am, perhaps, like the Abbe St. Pierre, who dreamt 
about the happiness of Europe ; but I do not know 
to whom I should propose my dreams. A prelimi- 
nary is the restoration of tranquillity at Ix>ndon: and 
I believe that all well-disposed persons will labour to 
bring it about. Let people dispute about personal 
interests when they have nothing better to do, — well 
and good, — but at present, my dear Mr. Mitchell, to 
dispute about offices when Ubcrty is at stake! 
P 
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think all parties ooght to unite against the eomooo 
•neray, and leave such wretched dilutes to a more 
ooBvenient season. 

" I ipeak to you as a citizen of Europe, who has 
nnuJi at heart the good of his allies and the inde- 
pendence of bis country, — who hates tyranny irsai 
whatever quarter it conies, and desires only the good 
of Europe. I wish that all yonr coontrymen were 
as sensible and as good citisena as yon, and we 
t^ould together be a match for all the conspiracies 
which ambitious minds might form against the tran- 
quillity of Europe. Adieu, dear Mitchell." 

For his consolation. Lord Holdemess wrote to 
Mitchell* : — " Our great outHnes seem settled. All 
ranks and denominations are convinced of the ntiHty, 
nay, necessity, of preserving the closest union of 
measures with his Prussian majesty, who is now be- 
come the idol of all ranks." 

Mitchell, in bis dispatches, speaks with ^nal 
praise of the kingf. Thus, in a letter of the 25th 
December, he mentions " the activity of Frederick 
to gun the courts, principally the Turks, against the 
Russians. His minister at Constantinople is &r- 
nished wHh a credit for opwarda of 60,00(M. G encral 
Branicld, Brfihl's enemy, of^oscB the march of the 
Russians throngh Poland. The Russian ministets 
will not own that they take money};, and therefore 
are glad to cover it with any prtftcxt. I have oom- 
tnunicatod part of your ( WiUiams) letter to the king 
of Prussia. He is never discouraged ; be thinks we 
oug^not to despair; and he imputes the sudden 

■ LeU«i of 7th December, 1756, Mitchell Papen, vol. Xxii. 
t Mitchell P«pn», rtd, iii. 
I IicCtar of 36th B 
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(dunge in the Busnan miniatry to Hke Austnui 
money that has been distributed anon^ tbeai. So 
■eon as that is squandered away, be thinks you 
ought to return to the charge." 

" The king of Fruasift" (be writes on MMther ofr- 
casion *) "is uneasy at the iosuffictent answers a&d 
ntearaires of England. When I eoasider w^at he 
Ins at stake, and the dangers to -wiaeh ie is e^qtosed, 
I admire bis patience, tranquillity, asd Hu^naaimity. 
He said to me, ' If the king's army for the d^ence 
at Germany was ready, and magaiiBes fonned, I 
should be in no pain about the test. You will see 
that France and Austria will alter tkkor kngiuge 
so aooD as they know tkat measurea are concerted 
between the king and me.' He thinks the plan of 
operations is not yet settled at Vienna a>d Pans. 

" The question than arose who w«s to eomioaad 
the English and German army in Sa3u»yt ? King 
Frederick said, ' That Prince Ferdinand of Bruns- 
wick is a very brave and a good offioe* ; but 1 must 
be &ee witlt you. 1 don't think him equal to sueh 
a conunand ; he wants a decided spirit^. I would 
venture to reoHnmend and to answei- far the prince 
of Prussia, if he was not my brother. He has seen 
much, and has taken thorough pains in cur profes- 
sion, and I think him in every way qualified for that, 
or even a greater, command. I will have the king 
of England absolutely free in the choice <rf' this 
general, and I still am of o^nion that Prinoe Zowtc 
^ Bnmswic^ is the fittest person to cwamand the 

■ Lettet oC 29Ui Deecmbra. MKcfasU Fapsn, toI. iii 
t Letter of ISttiSNe^tn^ Itml. 
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army. I would prefer him to either of the two we 
have been talking of.' " 

In an earlier dispatch* Mitchell had said of the 
prince royal of Prussia, " He is an excellent officer, 
vigilant, cautious, and active, and possessed of every 
quality to fit him for the command of an army.'' 

All these speeches and consultations did not. how- 
ever, materially further the matter, on which account 
Mitchell writes to Holdemessf on the 2nd January, 
1757 : — " The king of Prussia said to me, that ho 
feared no assistance was to be expected from his 
allies. He was resolved to do the best he could by 
himself. I must not conceal from your lordship that 
this very long delay has, I fear, raised such a diffi- 
dence in the king of Prussia's mind, that nothing 
but the most cordial and vigorous resolution, accom- 
panied with immediate execution, will be able to 
efface. If that should not be the case, I need not 
tell your lordship what self-preservation must sug- 
gest to his Prussian majesty. He is making the 
greatest efforts possible, and stretching every 
nerve J. The number of ^en he will have in the 
field for the next campain, including the army in 
Prussia, will amount to 168,000," 

" The king," continues Mitchell on the loth of 
January§, " left Berlin last Wednesday morning, in 
as good health and spirits as ever I saw him in. He 
is making the utmost efforts, and though he does 
much, he never appears busy," 

Great cares, however, were at that time pressing 

■ DiipalcbofSOthNoremtxir. Ibid. 

f Milehull Pnpurs, vol, iiu 

J Ibid. DiipatchofSthJanuarj', 1757. } Ibid. 
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npon this intrepid monarch ; for example, the timid- 
ity of the Hanorerian ministers, who wished to give 
him up, and effect a neutrality for Hanover. "It 
would," ho writes, " he a black and unworthy plot * 
to sacrifice me to the rage of my enemies, the greater 
part of whom I have drawn round me, because I 
made an alliance with England to secure the tran- 
quillity of Hanover," 

On the 17th of February the lung wrote with his 
own hand to Mitchellf : — " The king of England 
saw the snare which the Austrians laid for him, and 
he has generously refused the deceitful neutrality 
which they offered him. I now only fear that there 
will be too much delay in assembling this army of 
observation, which, in my opinion, cannot be ad- 
vanced to Lippstadt too aeon. In a word, the crisis 
of affairs is terrible, hut I don't despair; and pro- 
vided the Hanoverians cross the sea betimes, we 
shall overcome our enemies with honour." 

In another letter of Frederick to Mitchell he 
saysj: — " As a very singular piece of news has been 
communicated to me, which, from the grossness of 
its expressions, and the black calumnies which it 
contains, has no precedent, I have not hesitated to 
tell it to you ; were it but for the rarity of the thing, 
and to prove to you how far the ferocity of the 
BuBsian ministers can go, and how many lies and 
calumnies the Austrian and Saxon courts have im- 
pudently made them believe." 

Conformably with the above Mitchell says : — 

• Miti^eU Papeci, Tol. xl. DiapatcbofSth FebruKij. 
t Ibid. 
X Of the S&l Febnuiy, fiom Dreidea ; not written by hii otrn 
hud. llud. 
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" Sir C. WilUflHtt vrites from St. Petersburg *, 
Uttt the lies and cmlamnies, transmittecl l^ ev^ 
post from the courts of Vienna, Dresden, and War- 
saw, hare mored the court of Russia to a sad fbry 
aganut the king of Pmssia. At Petersburg, erery- 
thiag that is lau^ied at elsewhere is believed with- 
out examination. The court of Petersburg is a 
weak and comiptod court." 

At the beginning of 1757, Stanislans Poniatowski 
arrived at St. Petersburg as Pc^sh plenipotentiary, 
though Austria and France protested against Us 
b«ng sentf . But he had been already nominated, 
and his powerful family " declared loudly that his 
character is not to be suspected, and that they wiU 
answer for his fideKty." " No one," writes Wiltiaas, 
« is on a better footing with Bestucheff than he is, 
for reatoni which I shall tell the king when I have 
the honour to cast myself at his royal feet." 

These reasons, which could only be verbally cqb- 
naunicated, doubtless referred to the relation of 
Poniatowski to the great duchess. " She detests the 
French," says Williams, " and the great duke still 
more." Williams had opened a very usefiil cor- 
respondence between the latter and the king of 
Prussia. 

" General Apraxin," says another dispatch, " ii, 
or at least pretends to be, entirely devoted to the 
great duchess;);. He is no soldier, and has » very 
indifferent opinion of the army he commands ; and 

• Di>p*tchei of 1 5th and 22d January uid 8th Febnuiy. Mitchell 
pBpen,Toi. iii. 

f Diipatche* of 2Sth December, 17o6, 4th JaDuaty and itd 
Harch, 17S7. Rooia, vol. liri. Inii. 

; Diipatch of 8th Januaiy, 1 757. Mitchell Fapen, vol. iii. 
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it is Wliercd be dom mt visit to swet the Pnu«uD» 

in the Geld. Apraxin is, besides, very extravagant 
and very needy, notwithstanding the great bounties 
bestowed on him by his mistress. From these cic- 
cumstances the Idng of Prussia tihiaks it maj bv 
worth while, ia the preseait conjuncture, to give him 
a sum of money, io order to delay the maich of the 
troops, which a commaBder-in chief can easUy find 
pretences so to do. The great duchess must be tlu) 
person employed, if she will undertake it. 

" Apraxin has sent an aide-de-camp to St. Peters- 
bui^ to fetch his twelve suits of clothes out of his 
wardrobe*, which looks as if he wished to make his 
campaign this summer amongst the ladies of Riga; 
for though he is one of the biggest and most clumsy 
men that ever you saw, he is as great a coxcomb ia 
his dress as Cmint Brubl himself." 



CHAPTER XXXII. 

Th# PninuD* and Austrians in Saxooj— Kit on Frederick II.— The 
itudy of Frederick— The Bitile of Pngue— The Bitile of KotUa 
— Ficderiek'i telatian of the nuDe — Hit renewed •xertioof— Belk- 
tion to Sogluid. 

Thb occupation of Saxony drew down on the king, 
as is well known, many reproaches ; but on the other 
hand it gave him great advantages, nay, as has been 
observed, it was absolutely necessary for his preserv- 
ation, and for carrying on the war. Respecting the 
conduct of the Prussians in Saxony, and the treat- 
■ Diipatcb of WiUiaoH, 32d Usnh. Hitehell F^pari, toL iu. 
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ment of the country, Mitchell writes, on the 26th of 
February, 1757 •:— 

" There is certainly unavmdable distress, hut the 
most exact discipline is obserred, and punctual pay- 
ments made to the soldiers, who pay for everything 
they consume. The Saxons say, &om 20,000 Aus- 
trians they should have suffered more. Some even 
go further, and say the country will be enriched with 
the money spent by the Fruwian troops. 

" No new tax has been laid on the land in Saxony. 
They only pay to the Mng of Prussia what they 
should have paid to the king of Poland, and his 
Prussian majesty has, in many articles, lowered the 
duties of excise and customs for the case of that un- 
happy people. The recruiting of the troops is, in- 
deed, a hardship; but it was executed in the most 
gentle manner, the States being appUcd to for that 
purpose; and it must be looked on as a necessary 
evil attending war. What has occasioned the greatest 
clamour is the stop of all payments on the civil esta- 
blishment since the Prussians entered Saxony ; but 
that was occasioned by Count Briihl's sweeping 
away all the specie that was to be found in the 
public treasury, after having confounded their ac- 
counts in such a manner as will make it difficult, if 
not impossible, ever to settle them; and his Prussian 
majesty did not think himself obliged to pay, with 
his own money, the public debts of Saxony, far less 
to make good the rapines and plunderings of Count 
Bruhl. 

" Ma(kme d'Ogilvief, grande maitresse of the 
queen of Poland, under the ingenious pretext of re- 

* Hilehell papcs, vol. ui. f Ibid. Diipatdi of 27lh Uarcfa. 
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ceiving black puddings from Prague, has caTrie<1 on 
a correapondence, wbicb the hungry curiosity of tlie 
black Hussars has nov put a stop to. 

" Even here at Bcrliu the French party began to 
show its bead, and England was talked of as the 
most perfidious ally*, that had at first drawn the 
king of Prussia into the war, and then left him, 
single and unassisted, to struggle with the united 
forces of the three great powers in Europe, Since 
the unanimous regolutions of parliament, this policy 
has been done away with, and the king thanks Pitt 
for his speech of the 18th of February." 

On the 31at of March, 1757, Pitt writes to Mit- 
chcll+ : — " The infinite condescension and grateful 
goodness of his Prussian majesty towards me 1 feci 
as 1 ought, and consequently can express but very 
inadequately the most grateful sentiments of venera- 
tion and zeal for a prince, who stands, the unshaken 
bulwark of Europe, against the most powerful and 
malicious confederacy that ever yet has threatened 
the independence of mankind," 

Meantime Frederick had made cvery-prcparation 
for the new campaign, and Mitchell writes on the 
7th of April: — " The Prussian springs are so wisely 
and 80 exactly adjusted, that they may all be played 
off at once. In this situation 1 consider the peculiar 
advanti^ej: the king of Prussia has, of animating and 
commanding, in the same instant of time, as many 
different armies as he pleases to form of the troops, 
with a greater probability of having his orders punc< 
tually executed than, perhaps, any minister or gene- 
ral ever had. The pains the king has taken, in his 

* DUpatchurSlh Mirch. | Milch«Upaptn,vol. zix. 

I Ibid., Tol. UTiii. 
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letsnre houn during the winter, in studying tlie pro- 
jects of Turenne, Eugene, and- Marlborough (whom 
he considers as mosterB in the art of war), fill me 
with the asBorance, that his project has been formed 
after mature deliberation. Nobody knows his ae- 
crets. He executes before it is known that he has 
deUberatcd'. 

" I mention but one thing more, which giTes me 
great confidence in the kingof FroBsia. I have seen 
with admiration the firmness and steadiness of mind 
with which he receives disagreeable news, and bears 
the greatest disappointments. He is never discon- 
certed or discouraged, and thinks of resources im- 
mediately, and his armies believe themselves invin- 
cible as long as he is with them." 

On the 4th of May, two days before the battle of 
Prague, Mitchell writes f : — " I dined with the king 
of Prussia ; he was very hearty and cheerfuL He 
said to me, in a day or two, Pharsalia, the battle be- 
tween the house of Brandenburg and Austria, would 
be fought. He put me in mind that he had often 
told me. that Brown was not the man he hod been 
taken for ; now it was plain." 

On the 6th of May, the day of the battle of 
Prague, Mitchell writes J: — "The whole of the 
Prussian army are in tears for the loss of Marshal 
Schwerin, one of the greatest officers this or, per- 
haps, any other country has produced, and one of 
the best of men." 

" I had the honour " (continues Mitchell on the 
10th) " to congratulate the king. He appeared in 
high spirits, but moderate at the same time, in the 

• Ditpalch of 19(h Majr. Mitchell pspaii, Tol.iti. 
t Ibid., ToL Ldv. t Ibid. 
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midst of liis g;Teat successee. He said bis brother 
Henry did extremely well on the right, — that to him 
the success was owing there. That Prince Ferdi- 
nand of Btunswick also, who was on the left, went 
afterwards and Banked the AustriaDS, while they 
were engaged at our right That Prince Frank (?) 
of Brunswick had greatly distinguished himself, and 
that he would make a great officer. The Prince of 
Wurtemburg also distioguished himself la con- 
versatioo, the king gave the preference to Prince 
Charles of Lorraine as a general, before Marshal 
Brown. At Friedberg, he said. Prince Charles did 
ill, but that his disposition at Torr was admirable, 
but his orders were not obeyed. Prince Charles did 
not approve the disposition of Brown, and told him 
he would be flanked, which actually happened*." 

In another dispatch of the 11th of May, Mitchell 
repeats his praise of the king's moderation t: — "The 
king appears unflushed with victory, and moderate 
in the midst of success. He commended to me 
highly the behaviour and conduct of Prince Henry, 
his brother, in the late battle, adding, ' I would say 
more if he was not my brother.' He likewise said 
that the Princes Ferdinand and Francis of Bruns- 
wick had greatly distinguished themselves; and 
everybody is full of the praises of Lieutenant-gene- 
ral Ziethen. 

" The number of the wounded is very considerable 
on both sides X^ and soon after the battle, as there 
was a scarcity of surgeons and waggons, the king of 
Prussia sent to Prague, to desire they would send 
surgeons and waggons for the relief of the Austrian 

* Mitchell j«pen, Tol. kir. f Ibid., toI. iii. 

t Diapatch of 18th H«j. 
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wounded, which was refused *. So they reuiuued 
several days on the field of battle without dressings ; 
but they have since been brought to this side of the 
river, and are treated in the same manner as the 
Prussian soldiers are." 

After receipt of the dispatches relative to the 
battle of Prague, Lord Holderness writes f : — " The 
admiration we already had of his Prussian majesty 
is raised to the highest pitch. Men, women, and 
children are singing his praises. The most frantic 
marks of joy appear in the streets," &c. 

Mere admiration, however, did not help the king 
out of his difEculties. He, therefore, said to Mit- 
chell j|: — " I see I have nothing to expect from Eng- 
land. The English are no longer the SBine people. 
Your want of union and steadiness has dissipated 
the natural strength of your nation, and, if the same 
conduct is continued, England will no longer be 
considered of that great importance in Europe." 

Six days after these expressions, (I8th of June) 
the battle of Kollin was lost. " The morning after 
the battle," Mitchell writes §, " the Prussian army 
retired to Nimburg, in perfect good order, with 
their baggage and artillery, having left behind them 
only some few cnnnons whose carriages had been 
damaged in the action. It is the unanimous opi- 
nion of all the ofGccrs I have talked with, that, had 
the cavalry done their duty, victory was certain." 

In a second letter' of the same day he says || : — 

* Frobnblj becBUM in Prague !t«elf ill the lur^^ai hti mn im- 
mcnie aumbrt of wounded to attend to. 

t SOthMay. Mitcliell papen, Tol . xiiv. 

J Diapalchot ]2th June. Ibid., voLiii. 

I Diipatch of 23rd June. Ibid. || Ibid., vol. xxiui. 
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" The desire of the Iting to give immediate Boccoiira 
in Lower Silesia, his impetuosity of temper, and, 
above all, the contempt he has conceived of the 
enemy, have been the causes of this defeat He 
might have had more infantry with him, and there 
was no necessity to attack the enemy so posted," 

On the 29th of June, Mitchell continues*:— "On 
Monday the 27th, the king of Prussia arrived at Leit- 
meritz with fourteen battahons ; so we have here an 
army of iifty battalions and seventy-five squadrons, all 
in perfect good order and in great spirits. When the 
king rode along tho front of the camp, the soldiers 
of themselves turned out of their tents, and said, — 
• Give us but an opportunity, we will revenge what 
has happened.' An Austrian officer said, — ' Wo 
have repulsed the attack, but have not gained tho 
battle.' 

" The king bears his misfortune greatly, though 
it is the first of the kind he ever met with. Since his 
arrival here he was pleased to describe to me tho 
whole action of the 18th. He says the posts the 
Austrians occupied were indeed too strong, but be 
does not think them stronger than those he drove 
them from in the battle of Prague. He had too few 
infantry, and it was not the enemies' soldiers, but 
their artillery (upwards of two hundred and fifty 
cannon), well posted, that made his men retire. 

" He imputes the loss of this battle to the ardour 
of his soldiers, who attacked the enemy in front, 
contrary to his orders ; for by the disposition he had 
made, his left wing only was to have attacked tho 
right of the AustriaAs in flank. This they did with 
great success, took several batteries, and advanced 
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two hundred puces beyond them; and having gained 
the flank of the enemy, put them in great confusion. 
From this right wing he intended to have drawn 
troops to support the attack on the left, if there 
should be occasion ; and by remaining in the poai- 
tioD he bad placed it in, the left of the enemy would 
have been kept in respect, and could not have acted. 
But the good effects of this disposition were entirelj 
defeated by the too great ardour of his soldiers to- 
wards the centre, who, unhappily seeing the [HOgress 
the left wing was making, and e^er to share in the 
victory which they began to think certain, attacked 
first a village, which lay a little to the centre of the 
Austrian army, which they took, and then the whole 
Prussian wing engaged, and was by that means ex- 
posed to the dreadful fire of the Austrian battery 
and lines, whose artillery were all charged with car* 
tridge shot. 

" The cause of these misfortunes * is chiefly owing 
to the great success the king of Prussia's army has 
had in eight successive battles against the Axistrians, 
and particularly at the victory of Prague, which made 
his Prussian majesty sanguine that he could force 
thcin from the most advantageous position, and, in- 
deed, one must be more than man to be so abso- 
lutely free &om presumption after such a smes of 
success. 

" I am informed that the king, unaccustomed to 
disappointment, was a good deal dejected after the 
battle. He has now recovered his spirits, and ap- 
plies as usual to business. I had yesterday a very 
long conversation with him. He talks voy reaaoo- 
ably and with great coolness upon the unhappy 
• Otherdiq»tclieiofMitchellofUieEBiiied>y,ToLiii, 
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etent. He sees, in the full extent, what may be the 
consequences to him, to his family, and to all Eu- 
rope; but he fears them not, and has taken his 
party. He thinks another battle lost must end in 
his ruin, and therefore will be cautious of venturing; 
but he will not lose a faroorablc opportunity. What 
chiefly distresses him is the number of bis enemiei, 
and the attacks they are threatening in the different 
parts of his very extended dominions. 

" The king said, ' I will now speak to you as 
a private man. You know my aversion to all sub- 
ncUes, — that I ever refuse them. I thought, and I 
think still, it is too mean a footing for me to put my- 
self upon. ConsideriDg the great progress of my 
enemies, I wish, however, to know, whether. 1 may 
depend upon assistance, and how far, on the loss of 
my revenues ? I have still good hopes to be able to 
do without anypecuniuy assistance; and I give you 
my word, that nothing but absolute and irresistible 
necessity shall make me be any burthen to my allies ; . 
and the kinder their dispositions are, I will be the 
more cautious of abusing them.' 

" For nine months together," adds Mitchell, " in 
consequence of the internal dissension of England, 
the king has been answered with fair words. But in 
the situation his affairs now are in, there is no time 
to be lost ; if England will not endeavour to save 
him, he must save himself as he can." 
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CHAPTER XXXIIL 

DMth or the Mother of Frederick II.— Hi* account of hia Touth —d 
Family Aflkin. 

On the 2Sth of June, ten days after the battle 
of Kollin, died Sophia Dorothea, the mother of 
king Frederick. Mitchell speaks in several dis- 
patches of hb unfeigned and profound sorrow. 

"The king" (he writes on the 2nd of July*) "has 
seen nobody since he has received this news, and 
I hear he is deeply afflicted. His grief, I am sure, 
is sincere ; for never any man gave stronger marks 
of duty and affection than be has done on every oc- 
casion to his mother ; and no mother ever deserved 
better of all her children than she did. 

" Yesterday, he continues on the 4th of July f , 
the king sent for me, which is the first time he had 
seen anybody since he received the news of the death 
of his mother. I had the honour to remain with him 
some hours in his closet : I must own to your lord- 
ship I was most sincerely affected to sec him indulg- 
ing his grief, and giving way to the wannest filial 
affections by recalling to mind the many obligations 
he had to his late mother, and repeating to me her 
sufferings, and the manner in which she bore them, 
the good she did to every body, and the comfort he 
had to have contributed to make the latter part of 
her life easy and agreeable. 

" The king was pleased to tell me a great deal of 
the private history of his family, and the manner in 

• Hitchvll Pspeis, Tol. iu. 
t Ibid. vol. Ixi. to th« lit (?) Jul;. 
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which he had been educated : owning, at the same 
time, the loss he felt for the want of proper educa- 
tion : blaming his father, but with great candour 
and gentleness, and acknowledging that in his youth 
he had been ^tourdi, and deserved his father's indig- 
nation, which, however, the late king, from the im- 
petuosi^ of his temper, had carried too far. He 
told me, that by his mother's persuasion, and that of 
his sister of Baireuth, he had g^vcn a writing, under 
his hand, declaring he never would marry any other 
person than the princess Emilia of England ; that 
this was very wrong and had provoked his father. 
He said he could not excuse it, but &om bis youth 
and want of experience. That this promise unhap- 
pily was discovered by the late queen Caroline, to 
whom it was intrusted, having shown or spoken of it 
to the late general Dicmar. He had betrayed the 
secret to Seckendorf, who told it to the king of Prus- 
sia. Upon this discovery, and his scheme of making 
his escape, his misfortunes followed. 

" He told me, with regard to making his escape, 
that ho had long been unhappy, and hardly used by 
his father. But what made him resolve upon it was, 
that one day his father struck him, and pulled him 
by the hair, and in this dishevelled condition he was 
obliged to pass the parade ; that, from that moment, 
he was resolved, cost what it might, to venture it. 

" That during his imprisonment at Kiistrin, he 
had been treated in the harshest manner, and 
brought to the window to see Katt beheaded, and 
that he had fainted away. 

" That ... * might have made his escape 
and saved himself, the Danish minister having given 

* Tbe ipaee for the luuna it left bluk in Um US., bat H. Vod 
Saumei think) it idb; bs Katt. 
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Um notice ; hat he loitered, be bdiered, on aceomt 
of some girl he wrb fond of. 

" The king said, the happiest years of his life were 
those he spent at . . . *, a house he had given 
to his brother, prince Henry. There he retired after 
his impfisonmeat, aad reatuned till the death of 
the late king. His chief amusement was Btudy. and 
making up for the want of education by reading, 
making extracts, and conrerung with sensible people 
and men of taste. 

" The king talked inncli of the obligation he had 
to the queen his mother, and of his affection to his 
sister, the princess of Baireuth, with whom he had 
been bred. He obseryed, that the larmony which 
had been mentioned in his family was greatly owing 
to the education they bad had, which, though im- 
perfect and defective in many things, was good in 
this : that all the children had been brought up. Dot 
as princes, but as the children of private persons." 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 

FieJerick on the Sl*te of Europe ind tha imictiiity of Enslaod — 

AsseatofMitchell-MisrarluniiDftheKiDi;— HiaLelb^TtoMitcbell 
on tliu conduct of the War in Lower Saxoay— Mitchell to Holder- 
DKIB in der«nce of King Frederick — Conduct of th« French — Nmi> 
tralitj of HADonr— Victory at Houliaeb— Holdarneu on the atate 
of Psrtiiii iu Englaud — Eeconciliation between NencRitle und Fitt 
— Renewed eiertion* of England — Victoiy at Leuthen— Wat a^nrf 
the S-teJo. 

Mitchell's dispatches give very interesting infor- 
mation respecting Frederick's state of mind, wishes, 
hopes, and apprehensions, in the second half of the 



* Without doubt, Ehaiubt^. 
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erent&t jen of 1757. I subjoin lOiDe extracts io 
dironological order. 

"The lung said*, it was liis opinion, that in order 
to -pToaiie a dmirable peace, the utmost exertion of 
fcrce must be continued on all sides. That this he 
was Tesolved to do, and he hoped bis majesty would 
do the same. 

" The long said he conld not help thinking that 
the French intended so to manage matters as to {re- 
serve to themselves the arbitrage of the affairs of 
Europe. That to secure this, they would make a 
war of show and parade, without acting vigoroosly ; 
bat when other powers were exhausted, they would 
then take upon them, and give the law to the whole. 
That, if this could be prevented by timely negoti- 
ations, it was certainly for our interest and the good 
of the common cause to hinder the French firom 
becoming the arbiters of Europe. 

" The king flattered himself that England would, 
in this dangerous and critical conjuncture, exert 
her whole force to save herself and the liberties of 
Europe ; that she would indeed be the last undone, 
but her ruin was not less certain than that of the 
powers upon the Continent ; that, after the great 
and noble efforts made in the days of the duke of 
Marlborough, to preserve the balance of power, and 
to curb the ambition of France, ho could not per- 
suade himself that England shoidd sit tamely still, 
and abandon what she had so long and so gloriously 
struggled for." 

The king had, however, ground to complain of 
the inactivity of England. He said a few days 

* DUpatcb of 9th July. MiUhaU Fspca, toL iii. 
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later* : — " It was hia misfortune to have aUied him- 
self with England in her decadence, and to hare 
been used as no'ally of England ever vras. If, how- 
ever, he looked at the exertions of Great Britain in 
the Spanish and Austrian Succession wars, he con- 
cluded that it was not want of power, but want of 
inclination, and a hankering after the old system, 
that had occasioned these strange and, he thought, 
unjustifiable proceedings.'* 

Mitchell himself was so dissatisfied with the con- 
duct of the English government, that he desired to 
be recalled. " I have," he writes on the 2Stb Julyf , 
" seen the king of Prussia groat in prosperity, but 
greater still in adversity. I know his temper; his 
affairs arc in a most perilous situation^ ; he despises 
life, and therefore may be induced to attempt some- 
thing desperate." 

After Mitchell, on the 11th August§, has clearly 
shown Frederick's relation to Austria, France, 
Russia, and the army of the empire, he continues: — 
" This is the true picture of his Prussian majesty's 
most dangerous and almost desperate situation, 
which may probably end in the ruin of the house 
of Brandenburg, but with it will fall the liberty of 
mankind. The option, indeed, of being the slave of 
France or Austria will still be left. Pitiful alter- 
native !" 

Misfortunes, indeed, were crowded into these 
months. On the 26th July the French triumphed 
over Cumberland at Hastenbeck ; on the 28th Ha- 
meln surrendered ;| on the 30th August Apraxin 
beat Marshal Lehwald at Grosz Jagerndorf j on the 

• Diipatch of lllh Julj. Mitchell Pnpen, vol. lii. f IbuL 

X Oisp^h of nil Auguit. IbiJ. } Ibid. 
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7th September Nadasdi overcame General Winter- 
feld at Gorlitz; on the I3th the Swedes entered 
Pomerania; and on the 8th September the igno- 
minious treaty of ;Klostcr- Seven was concluded by 
the mediation of Lynar, by which the whole of 
Germany, as far as the Elbe, was given up to the 
French. 

About this time King Frederick wrote to MitcheU*i 
— " I have learned, my dear sir, all the details of 
the unfortunate affair at Hameln. They quite jus- 
tify the propositions which I made to you at Leit- 
meritz. The English wiU neither support their 
operations by sea, nor the war by land. I feel like 
the last champion of the Ijeague, ready to combat, 
if necessary, even on the ruins of my country. We 
must still have patience to see the result of what will 
happen here. It is certain I do not cause any delay 
in the war, but there are difficulties to vanquish 
which cannot be overcome except by patience. I 
may aay fortune follows Ccesar, but Cato follows 
Pompey. At present, I want the fortune of Csesar, 
and notwithstanding that, all the obstacles will not 
be removed. I hope soon to write to you in less 
vague terms, and give .you information, both more 
precise and more decisive." 

On the 28th August, Mitchell writes to Lord Hol- 
derness: — '-.EngUind ia cheated, and its ministers 
duped, by Hanover. What a pitiful figure will they 
make in England ! The most notorious breach of 
faith has been wantonly committed, to support a 
weak, ill-judged, and ineffectual measure. You know 
what has happened. Why was not the king of 

* WritWnbj huoiralMndfroniDi«9ilei],»ithout<idBte. Uitchelt 
Papera, Tol.xl,. 
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Ftasfiia prenonily consulted 7 I cm answer with 
ny head, he would hare yielded to lay reasonable 
proposal for the safety of Hasover. 

" What will posterity aay of aa adminirtratioii 
t^t made the treaty of Westminster for the safety 
of Hanover, and safiered the HanoTeriaa ratsisten 
to say openly, that they have no treaty with the ting 
of PniBBiB; nay, have snfferod tliein to betray that 
prince, who hat risked all to save Aem, and whose 
misfortunes are owing to his generosity and good 
feitb? 

" Let us have done with negotiating ; afler what 
has happened no man will trust as. I know not how 
to look the king of Prusna in the faoe ; and honour, 
my lord, is not to be purchased with money ! 

" Nothing (less) than a miracle or an absolute 
BubmiBsion to France can save the king*. The lost 
of a battle will only anticipate the ruin of his conn- 
triea a few weeks ; the winning of it cannot save 
bim. I lose myself when 1 think of bia situation. 
I see no salvation for him but in the arms of France. 
He assumes a gaiety and easiness uot nabiral nor 
suited to his situation ; but I can perceive a sendble 
alteration in his temper, <Khich has made him do 
some harsh thiiigs|. He said, ' I have commenced 

•LtltwofSlitADgaat. MiiauU Papcn, toL xL 
\ Letter of SOth Augiut. Mitchell Papan, (oL Inr. AuwBBBt 
tbew bank thing* m*y b« teckooe^l the pluDdeciog of tix» palue of 
Count BrUhl, of which Mili^elliliMppraveiJ. Letter of 1st NaTcmber 
be layi : — " I ain aony to tell jioui Imdihip that Coiiot Brtttifa hoioe 
at Onnwiti, neBi- Banbng, wat iiluaderad, u it ii nid, bj the king 
•f Pnunu'i o)den ; at leut, ha lodged in tba houaa, and «■• pwnnl 
wben it was done. Act* of piiiate Tenggaoca are alwafi diabawmr- 
Al*, BHJuat, aad iapalilje." And ia amtkMr latte ba a^a >— » It it 
a moat ddngraoiia azampU fat hiouatf, hii lubjaclii andttas anay." 
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the war hke a general ; I will finish it like a por- 
tisaa.' 

" The king serer appears discoaraged or dtsoon- 
certed* ; be cvea in public shows a cfaeerfulneu and 
easiness of mind difficult to be maintained in snch 
(xrcumstances. 

" The French everywhere levy military contri- 
botions. Their intention is to ruin Germany, and 
to destroy both iriend and foe ; for they have treated 
the elector of Mayence's subjects no better than Hie 
others. It was saidf, that for the debts contracted 
is this town, when the people asked payment, they 
insolently answered, ' How ! these burghers of Ger- 
many pretend to keep accounts V 

" The king said, ' This neutrality of Hanover is 
in&nxMis, and has been negotiated by the Haoo- 
verians through the court of Denmark;^. The king 
bas lost that fermetS he once had. The canaille of 
Hanorer have done this. They have not saved theor 
country, and they betray their protector. The 
Swedes have tidcen the bailbi^es belonging to yoat 
master (the king of England) in Pomerania.' I ob- 
served to the king of Pmseia, that no English mi- 
nister had been consulted in this afiair§. He an- 
swered, ■ I bctiere it ; but the damage done to me 
and the common cause is the same, and you have 
been a witness of the unceri^ with which I have 
acted.' " 

Lord Holdemess joined in these complaints against 
the ministry, and of the folly and treachery of its 

• Letter of I7lh September. Mitchtll Papcrt. toI. iii. 
t Sceosd Wt«r af 17th Sapta^wi; Ifaid. 
I LattiTBf 19th8^4nnbra. lUa., voL hen. 
f battv of ISth Octobei. Ibid^feUniii. 
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administration*. The first relief, however, did not 
come from England, but irom the king himself; fats 
wtory at Rossbach on the 5th November surpassed 
all expectations, and awakened even in many of his 
opponents a sense of German honour and patriotism, 
which ought to be constantly kept in view as the 
guide of all our internal policy. The dissensions of 
the Germans among themselves formed the darkest 
and the most disgusting of the features of the Seven 
Years' war. 

" The French," says MitchcUf, "have taken away 
all horses and carriages, and have so ruined the 
country, that it would have been impossible to follow 
them, had the king thought proper to attempt it." 

A still more decisive circumstance was, that 
Frederick was pressed in other quarters by greater 
dangers, and the one victory by Rossbach was 
gained over only one of many enemies. On the J 6th 
October Haddick laid Berlin under contribution; 
on the 12th November Nadasdi took Schweidnitz ; 
and on the 22nd prince Charles of Lomune and 
Daun triumphed over Bevem at Breslau. 

Mitchell};, therefore, again extols the exertions of 
Frederick, complains bitterly of his situation, and 
says, " That, during the whole camp^gn, England 
had done nothing, and the strength of the nation 
was melted away in faction." 

Respecting the latter. Lord Holderness writes on 
the 15th December, 1757 §: — " The two great parties 
in this kingdom consist properly in the court party, 
under the duke of Newcastle, and the opposition, 

* Letter otlGth September. Mitchell Papen, vol. ixix. 

t Uipalch of 16th November. IbiiL, voL ir. 

t Letter of SBIh Norrmbcr. lUd.' { Ibid., toI. Ull. 
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under Mr. Pitt and his friends. The subdivisions 
of* the court party were the old Whigs, the remains of 
Sir Bobcrt Waipole's friends, and those who had 
personally attached themselves to the duke, or the 
minister Fox, avowedly supported by them. The op- 
position consisted of the Leicestershire-house people, 
the remains of the old opposition, and the Tories. 
The opposition had got such an ascendency over the 
generality of the minds of the people, by laying all 
the ill-success of the war upon the administration, 
that, after the secession of Mr. Fox and his friends, 
it was absolutely impossible for the duke of New- 
castle to stem the torrent. It was therefore judged 
proper for him and the lord chancellor to retire from 
business, and had they consented, I should have 
made my retreat likewise. But the reasons that 
were urged by the party to dissuade me from it were 
too strong to be resisted, I was the only one that 
had any degree of experience in the public routine 
of business, and besides, it was thought right to 
have one in the serrice, as a kind of hostage, for the 
support of measures the king had at heart, to keep 
the door open for the party to have access to the 
closet, and to check the new people, in case they 
should mean to push their popularity, and lower the 
croivn beyond the bounds of decency. It was there- 
fore determined for me, by my friends, that I should 
remain in office, but avowedly without connecting 
myself with the new people, or without breaking, in 
the least degree, the strict alliance that I had con- 
cluded with the duke of Newcastle and his party. 

" Thus I remained, and agreed with Pitt, at least 
with regard to the Prussian alliance, and saw the 
danger it might be exposed to by some foreign 
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•ouocUs. A motley adminutration, however, re- 
naiaed, without a Hiqorit; in parliaiaent, or the 
confidence of the closet'. 

*■ Various negottatims wera at thk time uader- 
ti^en for forming a new admiaistntion. The duke 
of Newcastle determined not to join with Fox, aad 
ceuld not agree upon terras with Pitt, till at last it 
was resolved that Fox should undertake the admi- 
nistration. For many reasons, I drew into the back- 
groond, and they concluded the whole strength of 
iha nation was jcMoing against them. Those vrbo 
tilLought so were in the right Uowerer, they held 
A council the day following, and some warm heads 
among them determined the rest to risk a trial, and 
the Saturday was the day appointed for the new 
ministry to enter into office. But an accident gave 
an opportunity for a representation to be madb to 
the k^, and showed his majesty how much he had 
been misled. A message was immediately sent to 
the duke of Newcastle, and the present administra- 
tion formed in consequence of it, the basis of which 
ia the mutual interest of the two leaders : neither 
can govern without the assistance of the other ; bat 
as long as cordiality exists between them, the king's 
affairs will be carried on hexe with vigour and una- 
nimity." 

This reconciliation of Newcastle and Pitt had 
fuch happy consequences, that Lord Barrington 
•oon after writes to Mitchell* : — " I never remember 
this country so much united in its politics, i» in so 
good-humour with the ministerB. Both parliament 
and people are rea^ to give the utmost farthing 
&r the support <tf the war in Qermany, confiding in 
- - lAttuadlthPMMriMT. trS7. IDtdel Pi^wv, vol. no. 



edt^Cooglc 



17&7.] BXBBTKMW OT KHOLAMD. 39% 

Ae king of Pmssta tliere, and in tlie govtanxmeiA 
kere, that what is given will be well eroployei." 

Having acquired firesli courage, Lord WtAdemen 
reproves Mitchell for his despondency*. He aska^ 
supposing his letters were to be laid bdbre parlia- 
ment, in which, in contradiction widi himself, ha 
sajs nothing can save the king of Prussia ; and then 
^juin requires that England shall make double 
exertions in bis support. 

" The councils of a nation," continues Holdemesi^ 
" cannot be governed by starts like these. Now we 
kave an administration, we have likewise a plan; 
that plan will be supported and followed, and not be 
diverted hj small accidents, either in favour or in 
disfavour of the system adopted. The proposal now 
to send English troops to the Continent would be 
■npopular, and dissolve the administration. The 
efforts of England, though you call them nolJimg, 
are, in fut, immense. We take upon ns the whole 
support of the king's electoral army, of between 
40,000 and 50,000 men ; we propose to give a sub- 
sidy of four millions of crowns to the king of Prussia; 
we propose buying an alliance with the Danes, if it 
can be purchased; and if money can keep the 
Russians quiet, or stir the Ottoman Porte, it wdl 
not be spared." 

These important changes in England were cer- 
tainly of advantage to Frederick, but the demands 
ef England increased with its exertions ; on which 
account the king one day said to Mitchell, he would 
not be governed by Mr. Pitt. " I refused," said be, 
** being governed by kiDgsf." N» codld Frederic 
« LMtBiof21itI>M<mbai. ICtcball P*p«», rol. xxix. 
t LettnofetliJ«iD>iT, 17&8. Itnd., toL bdi. 
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obtain a compliance with his natural wieh for an 
English fleet to enter the Baltic, and by serious 
measures, divert the danger which threatened on 
the part of Russia*. 

Frederick's great victory at Leuthen on the 5th 
December had a more decisive influence than all 
these circumstances ; for though its immediate re- 
sult was only to recover the possession of Silesia, it 
raised the king's militar}' reputation to the highest 
pitch, and established a conviction that heroic per- 
severance bears better fruits than base concession. 

On the 25th December Mitchell writesf : — " As 
the king has no view of conquest in this war, another 
consideration may determine him to think of safety, 
even in the midst of success ; and he cannot but be 
sensible that, by the late victory, he has reached the 
very summit of military glory, which it is impossible 
to surpass ; nor will the gain of ten more battles add 
to his reputation, though the loss of one must undo 
it. England must therefore interfere, and be active. 
When I reflect, my lord, upon the present unhappy 
state of Europe, that the two great powers of Ger- 
many have almost already ruined each other, whilst 
France looks on with dissimulated pleasure, faintly 
assisting the one, and perhaps stimulating the other, 
to accelerate the ruin of both, I am filled with the 
most melancholy apprehcnsioos, convinced that the 
devastation of Germany is but one point of the sys- 
tem of France. Would that it were possible to re- 
concile Prussia and Austria, and direct them against 
France ! Vain and impossible as this scheme may 
appear, it was appi'oved of by him in a conversation 
before the battle of Prague ; and still I believe that 
* Mitchell Fajien, TbL tii. f Ibid., toL xxir. 
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more facility would be found on his part tiian on 
that of the empress -queen." 

On the 11th of January, 1758, Mitchell continues : 
— " I had an audience with the king at fireslau. I 
found him pleased and happy, but not elated with 
the great and almost incredible success of his arms. 
He talks of the action of the 5th of December (I^u< 
then), and of what had followed since, with the mo- 
desty becoming a hero, whose magnanimity is not to 
be aSected with the smiles nor with the irowns of 
fortune. 

" The disposition for the battle at Leuthcn was 
entirely the king's own, and his orders were punc- 
tually obeyed. Some ofiicers of the greatest expe- 
rience assure me, that it was impossible to mend it. 
The troops, they say, marched up to the enemy, 
with a countenance as if they had been going up to 
review. 

" The king is highly pleased with the conduct of 
his generals, Lehnald and Holstein, in the war 
against the Swedes. At Stockholm the people begin 
to murmur, and the spirit of party rages : the dif- 
ferent parties tear each other to pieces, and as the 
war was undertaken without the consent of the state, 
and is like to prove unfortunate, the whole blame is 
thrown against the advisers of that measure. " 
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CHAPTER XXXy. 

I^tt«n of P«tPt uid CathariiN to Sir Chules Williami— Hitkd- 
■niDiitratioo of tha Ruaiiui Gavennnent — Ba)(luid'i d«m>iidi ot 
Fndaiick—Hii Ooimtci-dMlanrtion— Th« FUl at Beatndicf— 
Cathajne ani tb* Schttwalofi — DUputa between Cuhtnaa end 
Elilibeth — Catherim wiibei to be sepanted from Petei and to 
leave Runia — French Intriguei — Eliiabeth'i hatred of Fraderick. 

At the close of the year 1757, Frederick had, by zeid 
*Dcl courage, so fw restored his almost desperate 
affairs, that in the next campaign he might have 
been able victoriously to withstand his enemies^ 
coald he still have kept back the Bussians. Bat 
this long-cherished hope entirely disappeared. : nei' 
ther the recalled, and often deceived English ambaa- 
sador, nor his successor Keith, were able to attain 
their object : for there was no question of impartial 
consideration, and when despicable means (generally 
bribery) had brought matters to an equipoise, th^ 
bUnd passion of Elizabeth decided a^unst Prussia. 

When Sir Charles WiUiams took leave at St. 
Petersburg on the 19th of August, 1757, he received 
two MS. letters trom Peter and Catherine. The 
former says *, " I do not doubt your attachment to 
my interests ; they are united to those of the king of 
England on more than one side. I hope that the 
common enemy of both nations will have cause to 
feel it one day." 

Catherine writes, " I have resolved to write to you, 
as I could not see you to bid you farewell. My most 
sincere regrets accompany him whom I look upon as 

• Mitchell Fapait, vol. liL 
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one of my Iwst friendi,' and wliose conduct has ftt^ 
tracted both my esteem ntd my friendship. I riiaU 
never forget the obbgatloitB tl^t'I owe t» you. T« 
recompeme you in a manner tonfomtable to the Bo-' 
bleneas of your sentiments, I will show you what I 
will do : I will seize every occasion imaginable Ui 
bring back Bussia to that which I recognise as ito 
true interest; that is, to be intimately united to 
England. To give to it all possible human BuccouTi 
and the ascendency which it ought to have for the 
benefit of all Europe, and especially for that of 
KusBia, over their common enemy France, whoss 
grandeur is the shame of Russia, I \vill study Uf 
pnt these sentiments in practice ; on them I will 
build my glory, and will prove their solidity to the 
lung your master. Bo assured that one of the thing* 
I wish for most in this world is to see you tetum' 
hither in triumph. I trust that one day the king 
your master will not refuse me the favour I ask, t« 
let me see you again. It cannot but redound to his 
profit," 

From these openly declared sentiments of the 
successor to the throne, it was very natural that 
Apraxin should retnm, when he heard that the em- 
press was ill, and that he in his turn should be dis- 
missed as soon as ever she recovered •. 

The Dutch ambassador, Du SWart, gives a cir- 
cumstantial account of the state of affairs at the 
court of St. Petersburg, from which I extract the 
following f :— " At the commencement of last winter 
Iwan III. was brought to Sclilusselberg, and after- 
wards to 9t. Petersburg, where he was placed in 
•Ituwa, voL Ixvii. f October 16, 1757. Hitcbell Papen, rol.ii!. 



edt^Cooglc 



344 FREDERICK II. AND HIS TIUBS. [cB. XZXV. 

a good house belonging to the widow of a secretary 
of the secret pohce (inquisition secrete) ; he is 
closely watched : the empress had him brought to 
the winter palace, and saw him. She was dressed 
in man's clothes. It is doubted whether the great 
duke and the great duchess will ascend the throne, 
or Iwan ; or whether Schuwaloff, who has acquired 
great power and immense wealth, is working for 
himself. 

"The state of society in Russia presents a (rightful 
picture of liceutiousness, disorder, and a dissolution 
of all the bonds of civil society. The empress hears 
and sees no one but the Schuwaloffs : she inquires 
into nothing, proceeds in her old course of life, and 
has hterally given up the empire to be pillaged by 
everybody. Never was Russia in a more disorderly, 
dangerous, and lamentable condition. There is not 
the slightest trace left of good faith, honour, confi- 
dence, shame, ocequity. Nothing is seen but bound- 
less vanity and prodigality, which lead to ruin. The 
old families and the common people are oppressed 
in the most cruel manner by all these upstarts. The 
children of the most distinguished houses are com- 
pelled to marry persons of the meanest origin, who 
happen to be in favour. The empress is aware 
of the machinations and amours of Catherine and 
Foniatowski; she entertains fur her and the great 
duke the most sovereign contempt ; and the nation 
detests the latter more and more every day." 

When the Russians, notwithstanding this wretch- 
ed state of affairs, again began to move, Frederick 
renewed his complaints thai England had not sent 
a fleet to the Baltic, or manifested more determina- 
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tion in St. Petersburg, and thereby averted the dan- 
ger *. He Bald, that when he entered into the treaty 
with the king of England, he did believe that the 
English interest was stronger at that court than it 
has been found to be, and that it would have been 
supported in a better manner. 

" As to the second point of sending English troops 
into Germany, when I urged the impossibility of 
raising more men, without ruining the manufactures, 
he laughed, and said, it was a strange mode of rea- 
soning to prefer considerations of trade and manu- 
factures to OUT own security and independence. That 
we did not seem sensible enough of the danger to 
which England was exposed, if things went wrong 
upon the continent. That it was impossible for him 
to resist the united forces of Europe. The king 
mentioned what England had done in 1702 and 
17^. The pretension of England that the king 
should send troops to Hanover, having the Russians 
upon his back, was unjust and absurd. He said, he 
would rather take no subsidies. • I have taken my 
resolution,' said he, ' which is not to touch any subsidy 
but in the case of extreme necessity. My affairs are 
now in a better situation than they were lately, and 
I shall be happy if 1 can restore them without sub- 
sidies. But my engagements with England con- 
tinue the same ; and 1 will give every assistance in 
my power to the king of England.' 

" This magnanimous and generous resolution (not 
to be paralleled in the whole history of subsidies) is 
heightened to a degree of romance, when wo con- 
sider the falling off of the public revenue, and that 
all civil expenses have for some time past been paid 
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IB |Mpar at BctUd. The Idng mil not in any cub 
promise, by a treaty with England, what he miglii 
perhapa not be able to fulfil ; he is reaolved, abore 
all things, to retain the full and uncontrolled nse of 
his army." 

In reference to the Bussians, Frederick still be- 
lieved that something might yet be done with them : 
money, he said, ires the only previuling argument 
in that country, and must be employed, whenerer 
one wished to succeed in any point of consequeoce ; 
in particular Bestucheff ought to be again stinut- 
lated to exert himself*. But be had been ar- 
rested on the 25th of February, with his wife, son, 
and secretary, and his papers put under sealf. The 
first reason was the affair of the war ; the second, 
that Bestucheff was a friend of Peter, whom the 
other party at that time wished to exclude &om the 
throne. 

Keith's dispatch of the 14th March X gives fiirtha 
particulu^ of this important event : he says, " The 
immediate pretext waa his having entered in some 
intrigue with Catherine ; proofs of which were found 
in Apraxin's papers. Eslerhazy and Hospital (the 
Austrian and French ambassadors) give law to 
court and town. They have likewise got the great 
duke absolutely in their hands ; having in order 
thereto alienated his affections from Catherine, who 
used to have great influence over him. It is sup- 
posed that one Brockdoif has been the instrument 
of this change, who ingratiated himself with his im<- 
perial highness by encouraging him in all sorts of 

•Eeith'tdiipatch of 27th January, 1758. Rugiia, toL Iviii. 
f Diapatch of Stb Msreb. Hitcbcll Papen, toL ir. 
J BumU, vol. Izviii., ami Uitchell Papan, toU iiii. 
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ilrisancheries, Mid,ia that light, Catherine hsid com^ 
plained of him to the empresfl ; but unfortunately hti 
complaints were not listened to, her enemies having 
taken case, by falie anggestionB, to giro the em< 
presa bad impreesione of her, so that at present abt 
i> far from being well at court" 

" When the news came here," writes Keith on thk 
30th March •, " of my being arrived at Wareaw, th* 
fVench ambassador went to the vice-chancellor, and 
represented to him the necessity of loEdng no time ) 
msisted that he and his friends should make th^ 
last push against Bestucheff immediately ; that, if h.t 
did not agree to this proposal, he would go directly to 
Beetucbeff, and discover to him all that had passed; 
mid join with him to break his (Woroazow's) neok. 
Alarmed at this, the latter entered into the scheme, 
and the French ambassador well knew how to excite 
the empress's suspicion against Bestucheff. The lat- 
ter, it is said, bears his misfortune with spirit, and 
defies his enemies to prove anything of consequence 
against him." 

" Affairs with Catherine'^ (dispatch of 18th April) 
'- are not quite rightf- However, it is said the fi^ 
vourite Schuwalofi* has sent her a message to assore 
her that the empress will see her soon, and that, 
upon her highness's making a small submission, 
everything will be made up to her mind. 

" Catherine " (dispatch of 28th April) " has been 
all along in the greatest distress ; ill with the em- 
press and still more with the great duke. She has 
received a very sensible mortification, the otbet 
day, her iavourite bedchamber woman having beeii 
taken from her and put under arrest. This, ad 
* Biuua, Tol.fariii. f B>id> 
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I hear, occasioned an interview between the em- 
press and the great duchess, fonr days ago, when, 
after strong expressions on one side, and warm ez- 
poslulations on the other, her highness fell at the 
empress's feet, and told her, that she had been so 
unfortunate as to incur her majesty's displeasure, 
though innocent, and had thereby drawn upon her- 
self so many and so sensible mortifications as, joined 
to family quarrels, made her life a burthen, ^e 
had but one favour to ask; that her majesty would 
allow her to retire out of Bussia, and to pass the 
rest of her life with her mother, assuring the em- 
press, at the same time, that if her majesty should 
think it for the interest of the empire that the 
great duke should have another wife, neither she 
nor any of her family would make the smallest ob- 
jection to it. The empress, they say, was greatly 
affected with this discourse, and talked with much 
more softness than before, entering into several par- 
ticulars with a greater air of kindness than she had 
done a long time past ; and when, in the conversa- 
tion, her highness was beginning to touch upon 
something relating to the great duke's unkindness, 
who was present all the time, the empress made her 
a sign to hold her tongue, and in a low voice told 
her, that she must have another conversation with 
her alone. It is hoped that a reconciliation between 
them will soon be effected, Catherine having many 
friends amongst those of the first rank." 

" She had for a time wholly retired ; but Ehza- 

beth desired that she should appear in public, and 

upon a promise, it was said, of everything going on 

well between them*. The French ambassador en- 

• Dupatcb of 23rd May. Romm, vol. Ixriii. 
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deavotirs to interfere in everything, but Catherine 
has always rebuked bim." 

" I hear," writes Keith on the 14th July*, " the 
great duke and she arc perfectly reconciled at the 
expense of the French atnbasBador, whose bad of- 
fices between their highnesses have, upon this occa- 
sion, come to light." 

Unfortunately no advantage for Fredeiick ensued 
from these quarrels and reconciliations. SchuwalofT, 
indeed, told Keith-f- ; — " The empress had an abhor- 
rence to bloodshed, and was, upon that account, ex- 
tremely uneasy under the present circumstances of 
affairs ; but to his very natural answer, that nothing 
then was easier than to make peace according to the 
wishes of the king of Prussia, nothing further was 
done," 



CHAPTER XXXVI. 

ComplaiDti iMpectiag England — Recnil af Hilcbell — Wu ia Lower 
Suanj— Battle uf Zorndarr—BrhaTiaur of the RumIsui soa Aia- 
triani— Fredeiick to the Hargrarine of Baiiulh and to D'Arg.^ni— 
Campaiga of I7&9 — Free battaliims — Kelalian of Riuiia and Atis- 
tria— Peter, Eliiabeth, Favouiites— Viewi of Ftance— Louii XV. 
MadaDH Pompadoui — Negutialiona far Peace — Unpleaiaut litua- 
tiun of Frederick— Fiederick to Ihs Kiag o( Englind — Denuiidi nf 
En ^Und— Ferdinand of Bniuswick— Voltaire— Battle of LeiRniti 
— Fti derick do Pruiidenee and Fate — Fnderick'i Carnage. 

SiNCK the union of the two parties, England was 
certainly much more active than previously; her 
efforts were, however, almost entirely directed against 

• Dispatch of 23rd May. Ditto of 12th December, 
t Dispatch of 12Ui Majr. Ibid. 
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France, though Bcarcely any good was by this mesiu 
effected for the king of PniBsta. Accordingly Man- 
ahal Keith wrote to Mitchell, on the lOtfi February, 
1758 * : ■' When the Knglieh have drunk ten bottlea 
of beer (o the king of Pnusia's health, at his birth- 
-day, they think they have done fdl that hononr lOr 
quires for such an ally. They wish their pockets may 
pay for their skins. What a. shameful opinion the 
world roust have of them ! their heads are not better 
than their hearts. Ten thousand men might, perhaps, 
save them this year, when all the power of Englaud 
will not be able to do it the nert ; Jbr when once we 
are ruined, their turn will soon follow. At last, if 
things go better than I expect, we shall have the 
glory of having saved the English, not they us." 

In March, 1758, Mitchell was recalled; but, in 
consequence of a subsequent resolution, he remained 
till matters were settled. Keith writes on this sub- 
ject^ : — " The English ministers are mad to call 
you away. They are afriud of being served by one 
who acts with candour and sincerity, and choose 
rather to employ one who will flatter their indolence, 
than one who, having the good of his country more 
at heart than the favour of &osc who govern it, has 
perhaps told them truths which they take for re- 
proaches. Poor country ! what can it expect from 
people who dare not employ one honest man, for 
fear of discovering the difference between him and 
them ?" 

When Frederick II. received information that, in 
consequence of his dispatches, Mitchell had been 
called homcj, he said to him, " Do you know, my 

* Mitchell papers, toI. miii. f Tbe SOth Hanh.' Ibid. 

I -In April. Ibid., toL isii, p. 121, 
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friend, that you are recalled ? I believe thai iSxi 
Pitt is turned mad." 

The king was again obliged, and with justice, to 
lefiise the request that he would send troops into 
Lower Saxony. He said* : — "' If be had the good 
fortune to beat the Austrians, perhaps they might 
make a separate peace ; in which case, he had no 
objection to act ofieq^ively againri France ; and it 
would give him great pleasure if, before he died, he 
could carry a fiambeau to the gates of Paris." 

This inclination might arise from a love of fame, 
aad attachment to Germany, as well as from anger 
at the arbitrary conduct of the French. The latter 
foolishly saidf , " The inhabitants of Halberstadt had 
been guilty of high treason, by receiving a PnisBian 
garrison into their town." 

At the same time the dangers increased from the 
advance of the Bussians. They conquered Prussia, 
and, without any regard to remonstrancee, theypassed 
through the republic of PolandJ. The Austrians, 
therefore, proposed, either through suspicion or 
self- interest, that the Russian army should occupy 
Prussia, only in the name of Maria TheTesa§ ; for 
this would make the matter easier for them, inas- 
much as Russia was expected only to act as an aux- 
iliary. To this Elizabeth replied, " That, after the 
declarations of Frederick, she considered herself as 
a principal in the war." 

It was not till the hardly-won battle of Zorndor^ 
cm the 25th August, 1756, forced the Russians back, 

• The llth April. Mitchell Papen, voL UW. p. 121. 

t DiipBtch of SinA Jauuaij. Ibid., vol. it. 

J Dispatch of lath ApiiL Kid.,faLniT, 

4 The 17th ApiiL Ibid. 
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that Mitchell, in his dispatch*, docs justice to tfao 
brarery of the RuBsians, complams that the Prussian 
left wing did not do its duty, and that the cruelty of 
the Cossacks and Calmucks was the cause that the 
soldiers very rarely gave quarter. " The king," he 
says, " exposed himself to the greatest dangers. I 
was a witness of some of them ; and I am informed 
that, when the infantry on the left wing began to 
give way, he bravely took the colours in his own 
hand, and led them on." 

After this hard-earned victory, and when the 
Austrians were already in Lusatia, Mitchell, accord- 
ing to his instructions, was obliged to repeat the 
demand, which it was impossible to comply with, for 
sending a corps of troops into Lower Saxony. The 
king was, with justice, impatient, and represented 
his own situation in such a convinciug manner, that 
Mitchell was silent. Frederick, however, wrote to 
prince Ferdinand of Brunswick |, that he would leave 
him the cavalry if a battle was to be expected, but 
that he should send it back if the campaign was to 
pass over in marches and encampments. 

In Mitchell's dispatches^ there are but too many 
testimonies of the cruelty of the Russians, laying 
waste the country, burniug the villages, &c. " The 
Austrians," he says, in another place, " are not in- 
deed so bad as the Russians, but the people of this 
country (Saxony) are much out of humour with 
them. Some of their generals have treated the 
peasants in Lusatia with great sharpnesB§ ; and, not 
contented to pillage them, have insolently upbraided 

■ Diipulch of 26th August Uilcheli Papen, toI. it. 

t Dispalch of Glh October. Ibid. t Ibid. 

§ Dup«tchofl7ihSei<bim1ier. lUd. 



edt^Cooglc 



1758.] fredewck's complaints. 353 

them with the name of heretics. This has had a 
wonderful effect among the lower people, who, in 
general, are much better disposed to the Prussians 
than to the Austrians." 

Predericlc would very wilUngly have concluded 
peace, yet he was, probably, of opinion that it waa 
imprudent to seek it urgently, and thus to excite 
among his enemies a suspicion that he was dis- 
couri^d. He therefore answered his sister, the 
Margravine of Baireuth, who had written him a 
letter of a pohtical nature* : — ■" I highly approve of 
your good intentions, but I must tell you that I am 
like a carp. If the French, Austrians, and Russians 
have anything to say, they have but to speak ; but, 
as for me, I am content with beating them and hold- 
ing my tongue. Heaven grant that I may learn 
good news of my sister ! This interests me more 
than all the negotiations in the world." With equal 
spirit Pitt expressed himself: — " When peace shall 
be proper to come under consideration, no peace of 
Utrecht will again stain the annals of England^." 

Yet the firm resolution of the king, not to submit 
to any unworthy conditions, could not revive the 
gaiety and cheerful courage of youth ; the glory of 
resisting Europe, which was foolishly and blindly 
combined against him, was accompanied with bitter 
feehngs, as the king's letters to D'ArgensJ show in 
an affecting manner. Thus he writes : — " In a word, 
my dear marquis, I am old, melancholy, and out of 
temper. Some rays of my former good-humour re- 
turn occasionally, but they are sparks which vanish 

* L*tl«r of 24th Augiwt. Mitchell Papera, vol. ir. 

f Pitt to Mitcball,12lhJuiw, 1759. Ibid, vol. xll. 

X LeHMfi>ri7i»-60. (EovrMPDitfa^TDl.x. 200,20-1,210,31.1. 
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for want of * focuB ; they are flaslies of H^tning; 
which dart through the ^oomy donds. I tell yon 
the truth. If yoa were to see me, yon would nfit 
recognise the traces of what I formerly was. Yoa 
wolild see an old man, becoming grey, deprired of 
half his teeth ; without gaiety, without fire, without 
imagination. For these four years I have been in 
purgatory; if there is another life, the Almighty 
should give me credit for what I have suffered in 
this. I wish you everythiug, that I want, to be 
happy ; tranqnillity, repose, content, and health. I 
have nothing left. My constitution is impiured; 
fortune, health, gaiety, and youth, abandon me ; I 
am fit for nothing but to people the domuns of 
Proserpine. Ah, how greatly does the school of 
adversity tend to make a man prudent, moderate; 
patient, and mild ! It is a dreadful trial, but when 
once overcome, it is profitable for the remainder of 
hfe." 

In the year 1759 the king was reduced to act al- 
most entirely on the defensive*, and the defeat of 
Kunersdorf lirought him to the brink of destruction. 
I shall take the liberty of adding the following ex^ 
tracts from the very ecanty and unconnected dis- 
patches of the ambassadors, &c. 

" The king has opened this campaign on the de- 
fensive plan, in the execution of which he has shown 
himself BO much superior to his CDemiesf, as all man- 
kind allow him to be in a defensive war. Dauti, ai 



■ With mpecl lo ths eieeues of Ihe Ruhuu, Ibc k'mg oi 
of the ■' Briganila d'Aatracan et de Comchapka." Lines in his owi 
hud-writing to Mitchell, 15th NoiembCT, 17S0. MitcheU Papen, 

t Dimpatcbnof23iduda4thJuiHbl7S9. It»d.,vaLi*. 
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the head of on army more than doable tiie Frussian,' 
has done nothing; his m^azines have heea de- 
stroyed, his plans of operations diecoiicerted, &c. 

" The ten free battalions, whom the ting entisted, 
are composed, it is true, of all the riff-raff of German 
and French deserters*, but they have done excellent 
service in covering the flanhs and rear of the army ; 
and, as their duty is hard, they are not extremely 
scrapulous in point of military discipline." 

" I am well, informed that the Russian generals 
are highly offended with the conduct of the Aus- 
trians ; and the bare looking at a map-f- will show 
the absnrdity, I had almost said the treachery, of 
Daun, who, with a prodi^ous army well supplied 
with everything, has been a spectator of the cam- 
paign from the hills of Lusatia, which province he 
has totally ruined. And last of all, he has suffered 
Prince Henry to get into the heart of Saxony, and 
to make that country the seat of the war; by which 
ch^n of traits it plainly appears that the conrt of 
Vienna think only of themselves, leaving only to 
their allies the honour and glory to fight for them, 
or to be ruined by them. Of this truth France is 
already convinced, and I hope the eyes of Russia 
will soon be opened." 

" The king wishes to make peace with the Rus- 
sians. His notion is to begin flattering the Russian 
vanity, and talking much of their successes J; then 
you may endeavour to raise a jealousy and diffi- 
dence of their allies, and the pecuniary insinuations 

• The 4th tiUj. Uitcbell FapBn, toI. it. 

I The I8th Oclobv. Ibid., tdI.t. 

I The I&lh November. Ibid. 
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should be made underhand to their dependents or 
confidants; for this purpose be has set apart 150,000 
doHars'." 

" The BuBsians are tired of the war, and have 
misunderstandings with Austria. Private disputes 
arc going on in the court between the old favourite 
Rusumowsky, and the new favourite Schuwalofff. 
The great duke Peter sent a message to the empress, 
representing that he was now come to a certain age 
vhcD he might be thought capable to judge for him- 
8elf|. He could no longer submit to the restrained 
vay of living to which her majesty was pleased to 
subject him, and therefore desired leave to retire to 
his own domain. The empress was at first extremely 
offended at this step, and desired him to give in his 
reasons in writing ; but I hear the matter has been 
made up and hushed. The empress is often unwell, 
and they say she has epileptic fits. 

" All the hopes of peace, which the Russian mi- 
nisters excite, and all their talking, leads to nothing. 
The empress said to the Au.<itrian ambassador, ' That> 
though she was very slow in taking her resolutions, 
yet she was very steady in them^, and that she was 
determined to carry on the war, at all events, in 
conjunction with her allies, even if she should be 
compelled to sell her clothes and jewels.' " 

As in Kussia female caprice and the humour of 
favourites triumphed over all the arguments of sound 
policy, BO also was essentially the case in France. 

• The 29th Juniiary, 1760. Mitchell Papen, toI. v. 

t DUpMch ftom St. Petersburg of SidJulj, 1759. Ru>n4i,Tol. box. 

: tNtto otbtb January, I7&9. Ibid. 

} Ditto of lit January, 1760, Ibid., vol. ixi. 
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•' From the information which I receive," says Fre- 
derick", " the court of Versailles is completely go- 
verned by passion and caprice. The dauphin and 
Madame de Pompadour arc at the head of the 
intrigues. The duke of Choiscul is a complete 
Austrian, and Marshal BcUeislc is grown old." 

" M. D'Afiry, the French ambassador at the 
Hague|, had said : ' In our negotiations wc must 
separate our own affairs from those of our allies, and 
in the end make them also come to an agreement, 
without which we shall never arrive at the conclu- 
sion ; with a number of allies in onr train, we shall 
never come to an end.' " 

The English ambassador Yorke, by desire of Lord 
Holdei-ness, asked the French ambassador D'Affry: 
" Supposing England and France had in a manner 
agreed upon their dispute, whether he meant 
(thought) the war should continue in Germany and 
they continue to act in favour of their allies, against 
the king of England and the king of Prussia ?" To 
this D'Affry replied : " Do you think that we should 
be 60 foolish as to throw away our money and'ruin 
our army in such a case ?" Beuides this, he let drop 
that he did not know what they thought at Vienna ; 
where, as wc knew, they were never pleased with 
ideas of peace. 

An anonymous letter from Paris says^ :— " The 
king changes so fast, that I may truly say ho grows 
old, lean, and melancholy. The dauphin amuses 
himself with singing mass with Madame de Marsan, 
who, by that means, is a great favourite. Madame 

• Diipatch of 12th Februarj. Mitchell Papers, to), t. 

f Dupahhei of Z5th Januarfaud 4th March. Ibid.,ToLxT. 

t-LellmDf20thFel>nurj,1760. Ibid, 



edt^Cooglc 



356 FREDERICK il. AND HIS TIMES. [CH. ZXXTI. 

de Pompadour continues as much in the Idn^'a 
favour as ever, and goveixta everything. She con- 
tinues to be honoured with the empress-quem's 
correspondence, and her imperial m^esty writes her 
such letters aa arc suited to flatter her pride and 
vanity, and to increase the frietubhip that to happibf 
ttibsiat^ between them for the good of the two atatet. 
This word is expressly used, and it pleased the king 
as much as it does Madame de Pompadour. By 
Buch means, and by the servile court Count Stah- 
remberg pays her, she still continues to be in the 
interest of Uiat court Everything here is brought 
about by intrigues and cabals. Everybody thinks 
how to ruse himself, or to destroy his enemies. 
Nobody has the public good at heart" 

England had not manifested any inclination to 
accept of the Spanish mediation in its court with 
France"'. On this the Spanish minister Wall said 
to the earl of Bristol, that it was a thorough mortifi- 
cation to him to perceive that the king of Spain was 
thought to be inclined to the French interest; Sir 
iriiat the Spanish king meant by offering his inter- 
vention was, by comparing the difierent pretenaioDS 
of England and France, to ace if it was possible to 
establish peace between the two crowns; and that 
the Catholic king never meant to dictate to one or 
the other of these powers what each might insist on, 
or where he expected either should relinquish bis 
claims. 

From a letter of the duke of Choiseul to D'Affiry f , 
we leam, that France was inclined to end the war 
both by eca and land ; but soon after he added, that 

■ DiipBtGhef lltbr«bnurr,17S«. MitA^ Papm, *ol. xc 
t Diq»t«biMof3t«llbnkMdltthrfjt|ail. Ibid. 
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if the long of Englasd persisted in including the 
long of PtiMsia in the peace, he would, to the great 
gzief of his most Christian maj^ty, frustrate all these 
Begotiations. A secret declaration, which Frederick 
received from Paris on the 19th of March, was more 
favourable; but from this equivocal conduM it is 
tattremely difficult to decide whether the court of 
Versailles was more inclined to hold out fake expec- 
tations, and in the end to deceive Prussia and Eng- 
land, or Russia and Austria. Lord Holdemess, ac- 
eordingly, desired Yorhe to say to D'Afiry, that in 
every case the king of Prussia must be included in 
the negotiations and in the peace. 

" The king," writes Mitchell *, " will do every- 
thing man cut do ; but his country is exhausted ; 
instrnmeats of action are wanting ; his best officers 
killed or prisoners ; and it is with the deepest con- 
cern I am forced to own, that a general discourage- 
laent reigns through the whole army, from the false 
influence of which his Prussian majesty is perhaps 
the only person exempted. If England does not 
find means to detach France from the alliance, and 
to curb the power <^ Russia, the only opportunity of 
serving the king of Prussia will, I fear, be irretriev- 
ably lost." 

On the 20th of May, Frederick addressed a letter 
from his camp at Meissen to the king of England f : 
— " Sir, my good brother, it is well known to your 
majesty, that fortune has shown me but Uttle &vour 
wi^in the preceding year ; and that I have been al- 
suMt annihilated by the infinitely superior number 
of the enemy ; and, notwithstanding the pains that 



edt^Cooglc 



360 FREDERICK II. AMD HIS TIMES, [cH. XXZTI. 

have been taken, it was impossible to repair tlie bn- 
meDse losses which I sustained in the preceding cam- 
paign. The number of my enemies is not dimi- 
nished ; on the contrary, I fear that they will unite 
all their strength to make themselves formidable 
this year. These weighty reasons have obliged me 
to see immediately to the preservation of my owa 
territories ; to recall a body of cavalry wliich was 
serving in the army of the allies, and yet this num- 
ber is by no means sufEcicnt to secure me from the 
dangers by which I am threatened ; but I shall be 
extremely culpable if I do not employ all the means 
which God has placed in my reach to defend myself: 
very weighty reasons have compelled me to take this 
part. If events should take a favourable turn, or 
some fortunate circumstance should arise, I shotdd 
not require being called upon again to send the same 
number of troops to the allied army. The allies are 
three against four, that is to say, 90,000 men against 
120,000 ; I am now placed in the situation of as one 
against two ; and I plainly foresee all the evil which 
may happen to me, if I do not bring together in time 
all the feeble remedies which I can oppose to them. 
Tins will not in the least derange the measures of 
prince Ferdinand, neither will the interests of your 
majesty suffer by it. I am, with the highest consi- 
deration," &c. 

On the 12lh of February, 1760, Mitchell writes 
respecting the young hereditary prince Ferdinand of 
Brunswick * : — " This young hero, by the modesty 
and manliness of his behanour, by his insensibility 
to flattery, and by an affability which can flow from 
an honest heart only, has gained the esteem and 
* Mitchell Paf«rt, toI. t. 
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affection of everybody here, from the Icing to the 
lowest officer he has occasion to converse with. The 
former said of him, 'He has the judgment and the 
good sense of a man of forty, and he has made so 
much progress in military science, that I might con- 
fide to him the command of my armies.' " 

" The king," says Mitchell in another place, 
•* owned with great candour, that he was sensible 
the army ho had was not equal in goodness to what 
he had brought into the field in former years ; that 
one part of hia troops are only fit to be shown at a 
distance to tho enemy, if possible to impose npoa 
them : that the other part were discouraged and dis- 
pirited by the memory of the misfortunes of the last 
campaign ; but that he would endeavour by degrees 
to bring them back to their former courage and in- 
trepidity. In the last year he had escaped entire 
ruin only by the misconduct of his enemies *. But 
that errors in conduct were often corrected by expe- 
rience, and therefore he must not reckon to profit of 
anything of that kind in the course of the present 
campaign." 

When Mitchell again urged the king to act in fa- 
vour of England, which, he said, " was afaithhil ally 
and a generous and well-disposed people, the king 
answered with some vivacity, that though he was ao- 
countable to no parliament, yet he owed protection 
to his subjects, whom he was obliged to defend with 
. his whole force. That they would have reason to 
complain, if deprived of any part of it, in their pre- 
sent dangerous and critical situation; and that 
though he thought the event of the campaign ex- 
tremely difficult, yet he wished, whatever might 
* IMsFatchuf23id May, 1760. 
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tu^pcQ, to be free from any reproach on the part of 
his own people." 

The IlngLish government was so prudent and just 
as to declare, that the aUiance with Prussia remained 
in full force, and that all the engagements which had 
been entered into would continue to be punctually 
obaen'cd •. 

In the suniioer of 1760, Voltaire negotiated with 
the king about war and peace. Mitchell, at least, 
writes on this subject f: — " I believe the court of 
France makca use of the artful pen of Voltaire to 
draw secrets from the king ; and when that prince 
writes as a wit and to a wit, he is capable of great 
indiscretions. But what surprizes me still more is, 
that whenever Voltaire's name is mentioned, his 
majesty never &ils to give him the epithets he may 
deserve, which are, the worst heart and greatest 
rascal now living. Yet, mth all this, he continues to 
correspond with him. Such, in this prince, is the 
lust of praise, from a great and elegant writer, in 
which, however, he wilt be at last the dupe ; for by 
what I hear from good authority, of Voltaire's cha- 
racter, he will dissemble, but never can, or will, for- 
give the king what has parsed between them." 

" After the brilliant victory at Ijegnitz ^, Frede- 
rick commended highly the behaviour of the troops ; 
and after having made some excellent reflections on 
the imperfections of human foresight, he said, ' You 
see how I have laboured to my purpose to bring 
about the event that has now happened. The vic- 
tory I have gained is entirely owing to the bravery 

• Th« 381h October, 1760. HitcheU Psp«n, toL x7. 

f The 31tt 3v\j. Ibid., vol v. 

t The 20th Auguat Ibid., toL xxriii. 
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of my troopB. Had I remained in the camp of Lieg- 
nitz, I should have been surrounded on alt sides. 
Had I arrived but one quarter of an hour sooner 
(qu. or later?) on the field of battle, the event would 
not have happened, and a few days would have put 
an end to the whole aSair. Tlie chief advantage 
that I had over the enemy was, that my army was 
formed before that of the enemy was quite ranged, 
and that by my knowledge of the ground I had got 
possession of the best position.' " 

" I hare had many disputes," writes Mitchell 
soon after*, " with the king upon the subject of Pro- 
vidence. The last was on the field of battle near 
Liegnitz, when he said he owed that victory to 
chance. I took the liberty to reply, that it was plain 
to me, if Providence had not given to his majesty a 
better understanding than to his enemies, he would 
not have been victorious that day. He answered 
with good-humour : — ' I know that we do not quite 
agree upon that point, but at present so let it be, 
since you will have it so,' " 

The victory of Liegnitz, however, did not hinder 
the enemy from advtuicing to Wittenberg, nay, 
even to Berlin; wherefore Frederick, duly appre- 
ciating the greatness of the dangers that threatened 
him, wrote to D'Argens | a few days before the 
battle of Torgau : — " I will never see the moment 
which shall oblige me to make a disadvantageous 
peace. No persuasion, no eloquence, shall ever in- 
duce lae to sign my own dishonour. X will either 
suffer myself to be buried under the ruins of my 

* Tlu lit Novembar. Mitchell Papen, vol. v. 
t Lcttm of 28th Otitober, (Ernnt Pnaih. x. p. 221. Battle of Tor- 
gau OQ (he 3th Norembcr. 
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countiy, or if this coDBolation appears too much to 
fftte, which persecutes mc, I shall know how to put 
an end to my misfortunes when it \nil no longer be 
possible to endure them. I have acted, and I continue 
to act, according to that internal sense, and the point 
of honour which guide all my steps ; my conduct will 
at all times be conformable to these principles. 
After having sacrificed my youth to my father, my 
manhood to my country, I think that I have acquired 
a right to dispose of my old age. I have told you, 
and I repeat it, my hand shall never sign a disgrace- 
ful peace. 

" When everything is lost, when no hope is left. 
^ifo is a disgrace, and death a duty." 



CHAPTER XXXVII. 

Long diintlon of tb« War— Nc{;otiDtions fur Peace — Choiseul— Cou- 
rage oF Mui> Therein — Choiwul — Maitime FomjiBclour— Louii 
the Fifttealh — Wm belnntn Spain tuA Eogland — Death of George 
Ihe Second^The Russian! in Klesia — The laking oF Scbweiilnili — 
Fru(krick'< unfiivouraljle Siliiatioa— Heditations on Death— Sui- 



EvEN those who are not convinced that Frederick 
was compelled to make war, must confess that its 
long duration is not to be attributed to him. There 
were certainly some negotiations for peace in 1761 ; 
but, the king of Prussia excepted, scarcely any party 
was in earnest ; for in Austria hopes of success con- 
tinued to be cherished ; passions still ruled in Russia ; 
and France, probably, sought only to conceal its new 
connexion with Spain. 
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Mitchell writes *, — " There are everywhere proofs 
that Frederick wishes for peace ; but he will not 
seek it, and expose himself, that his proposals should 
be refused, or considered as tokens of weakness. He 
sends a certain Badeahaupt to Petersburg, whose 
brother was physician to the favourite SchuwalofF, to 
try to gain him." 

In March, 1761, general proposals for the conclu- 
sion of peace were made by Austria, Russia, France, 
and Poland, which England accepted \. Frederick 
declared himself ready to accede to the status quo of 
1756, and to agree to a general armistice. In the 
negotiations which took place in April between 
France and England, both parties desired at first to 
reserve the right of supporting Maria Theresa and 
Frederick, which would scarcely have brought about 
half a peace. Then it was proposed J that each should 
only be allowed to assist their allies with money; 
but all these plans did not advance, while France re- 
doubled its activity at Madrid. The information of 
this duplicity and new danger probably led England 
to speak more decidedly. In the instructions to the 
English ambassador, Mr. Stanley, of the 18th May, 
we find the following passage § : — " If the duke of 
Choiseul shall touch the subject of the war of the 
Idng of Prussia, or even although that minister 
should be silent on this head, you will lake care to 
express our constant resolution to fulfil the engage- 
ments of our crown towards that prince, and to con* 
tinue as an auxiliary to support his interest with tho 

• The Slit of December, 1760. Mitchell Papora, vol. j. 
f Diipatcbe«of26thHarchaad3rd.'Vpril, 1761. FnuKe, to), czzl. 
IKipatclui of 22nd April and 13th May. Mitchell Papen, toL t. 
I Mitchell Paperi, voL xti. ) Fiance, vol. cxu. 
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cordiality and efficacy of a sincere and faitUul 
ally," 

A dispatcli of Mr. Stanley, of tlie 28th June, 1761, 
says : — " I made to Choiseul in the strongeat terms 
a declaration of his in^eBty's intentions with legard 
to the king of Prussia, which he agreed to upon the 
condition that his master was to observe the same 
conduct in regard to the empresB-qnecn : in talking 
of the Anstrian alliance, Choiseol said, ' It was not I 
who brought it about.' 

" Since the aflatr of Damiens, the king has never 
been easy in his mind. If, when he is hunting, ot 
on any occasion, he meets a person whom he did not 
nse to see, he starts and is extremely i^tated. The 
provinces arc in great misery ; and though there is 
much luxury in this town, all persons are deeply in 
debt. 

" Choiseul is a man of lively parts, but no educa- 
tion for business; frank enough in talk, mesoing 
often what he says at the time, but fickle, very indis- 
creet, treats all affairs, even the highest, as natters 
of jest. He has got a credit with ^te king, quite in- 
dependent of the lady ; he treats her often slightly, 
sometimes rou^ly, tells her she is as handsome ss« 
an angel when she talks of affairs; bid her tl^ow 
a memoir the other day into the fire ; did not make 
the Austrian alliance, which was done by Cardinal 
Bcrnis ; had expressed his dishke thereof to his con- 
fidants. He is envious of that court's generally hated 
treaty, whic^ was partly owing to the indiscreet ex- 
pressions of the king of Prussia about the mistress, 
and contempt of the cardinal's verses most certainly. 

" The duke of Choiseul related to Mr. Stanley *, 
* The ]2lb JuDc. Fruice, toI. cxn. 

U3l.z.llt,,COOglC 



X761.] NEGOTIATIONS. — LOUIB XT. — CROISEUL, 367 

that as he was ambassador in Vienna, and Olmuts 
besieged, Maria Theresa said to htm, that she would 
defend herself to the utmost, and retire fi'Om town to 
town till she came to the last village in Hungary. 
To which she added : — ' Sir, will yon follow me 
there V ' My personal service,' I rephed, ' should 
Attend your majesty to the utmost, but I cannot 
answer that the king, my master, would go quite so 
far with you. How would your majesty act when 
you were driven to that extremity ?' ' I would,' she 
said, ' send the king of Prussia a challenge to meet 
me in a post-chaise, with musket, powder, and ball; 
thus would we decide the quarrel in person.' ' She 
would have k^t her word,' added the duke. I said 
that she was a great lady, a charming handsome 
lady, but that her favours were rather dear to t^ose 
ehe honoured with them ; that England could show 
an account of above forty miUions. He laughed, 
saying, that their balance was likewise very great. 

*' The duke's intimate union with Madame de 
Pompadour, and his first introduction into the mi- 
nistry (when he was joined to cardinal Bcmis), has 
arisen Siom his sacrificing to her another lady, who 
vas in terms with the king, for immediately supply- 
ing her place. I have heard that there are momentfi 
m which his majesty does not forgive the part he 
acted on that occasion, and that he has likewise 
sometimes been displeased at the familiarity with 
which the duke treats him. But his excellency 
always ba« three circumstances greatly in his fia- 
vour:-^ 

" First, no man living wants amusement so much 
as the king of France. M. deCboiseul has the talent 
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of entertaining him, being indeed of the most lively 
and cheerful conversation that I have met with. 

" Secondly, He continues to canyon all his affiurs 
with the least personal fatigue or trouble imagin- 
able to his majesty. 

" Thirdly, He has so decided a resolution in every- 
thing which relates to his own power or influence) 
that he braves and subdues all those who would op* 
pone him. 

" The empress-queen writes private letters to Ma- 
dame Pompadour, in which she calls her ma cottsine, 
she being now a duchess. When the count of Kau- 
nitz proposed this style of corresponding to her, he 
made some excuses for requiring bo great a conde- 
scension. The queen rephed only : ' Why should 
I make any scruple; have not I flattered Farinelh?* 

" One day, aa M. de Choiseul was conversing with 
Madame de Pompadour upon my treaty, she said, 
that she had made a promise, with regard to a cer- 
tain point, to the empress-queen. His excellency 
replied, ' Bon, promcsscs de femmes.' " 

In truth, however, the negotiations for peace made 
no progress ; on the contrary, Spain and France had 
already conducted an offensive and defensive alliance 
on the 15th August, which, however, was considered 
and treated at first as a profound secret. Yet the 
Knglish government observed, that the conduct of 
Spain became more and more cold and equivocal. On 
which account Lord Bristol put the question * to Mr. 
Wall, the Spanish minister : " Whether the court of 
Madrid intended to join the French, and even to 
act hostilely agiunst Great Britain, or to depart in 

• DupaUb of 29lh December, 1761. Mitelwll inpeni, toL xii. 
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any maDoer from its neutrality : a categorical answer 
is expected ; otherwise a refusal to comply will bo 
looked upon as an aggression on the part of Spun, 
and a declaration of war." Wall answered* : — " The 
spirit of haughtiness and of discord which dictated 
this inconsiderate step, and which, for the misfor- 
tune of mankind, still reigns so much in the British 
govemmeat, b what made, in the same instant, tho 
declaration of war, and attacked the king's dignity. 
Your excellency may think of retiring when and in 
the manner that is convenient to you, which is the 
only answer that, without detaining you, his majesty 
bas ordered me to give you." 

Meantime the Portuguese ambassador in London* 
on the ground of more accurate information of the 
contents of the treaty f , had already applied for as- 
sistance, and, on the 4th January, 1762, England 
declared war gainst Spain. In this it was fully 
justified; for the boasting, the pretexts, and petty 
grounds of complaints, were brought forward by the 
court of Madrid only to cover its own hostile senti- 
mcnts and even hostile acts. The refusal to give an 
answer to the English question reminds us of the 
conduct of Austria in the year 1756, only tho court 
of Vienna was more prudent in the choice of its 
words, and, with an equal desire for war, had not 
concluded a formal treaty against Prussia, as Spain 
had, in fact, done against England. 

However just the war declared by England against 
Spain might be. King Frederick indirectly suffered 
by it, insomuch as he could the less reckon upon 
British assistance in Germany, wliile the danger 

* HitclMll papa*! Tol. xvi. lK*|Ht<;li of 30th Dectmber. 
I Diipalchsf 29U)Dec«mbe(. 
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■fyom. BuBsia and Atutrui praned harder upon him, 
<AQd the disproportion of his resoorcei to those t€ 
the enemy become more and more evident. Some 
'detaclied passages from Mitchell's papers will throw 
-a light on this subject. 

" The death of George II. on the 25th October, 
-1760, was by no means a happy event for king Pre- 
draick. After speaking is praise of him to Mitchell, 
•he added : ' But yon do not knew, perhaps, that his 
late majesty had the goodness and magnanimity to 
pardon me the foolish verses which I wrote against 
him*.' 

" The Buasians in ^leeia have committed an 
«ort3 of enermities and crueltiesf. It is reported 
that there have been misunderstandings and jea- 
hnisies between the Austrian and Russian generals, 
■arising partly from their dis^reeing about Aie divi- 
sion (rf' a contribution raised in ^lesia, and partly 
firom that antipathy which the Russian officers in 
■general bear to the Austrians, who affect a sort of 
superiority which the others cannot brook." 

" On the lat October, Schwoidnitz was takenj. 
What the consequences may be is far beyond ny 
reach to conjecture, but I flatter myself that the 
king, whose genius seems to acquire new vigonr 
from adversity, will still be able to establish affairs 
in Silcaia." 

" In the Prussian army every commander o( a 
regiment is acciuately acqnunted with the strength 
of it§. The information respecting it goes to the 
king, and comes then into the hands of the adjutant- 

• The 3rd July. 1761. Mitcbell papera, vol. uvui. 

t Tbt ISth September, 1761. Ibid., vol, t. 

: The loth Ociober. Itdd. ( Tha2Mh.Ni)Tembet. Ibid. 
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general. Bnt ^e accounts are concealed from all 
Ihe other generalft, bo that the king; wad Ac a^utast 
are the only penonfi that know exactly the real and 
effective strength of the vholo army ; and this secret, 
which is considered as one of the mysteries of tin 
nilitaiy art, has hitherto been very carefully kept. 
The king, in erery campsigu and in all bis armies, 
has disconraged correspondence upon military af- 
fairs. The letters are often rtopped and examined, 
and officers anffer for their imiprudencc." 

"Accounts come from all quarlers* of the great 
devastations and the misery wbich the Rnsnaiu and 
Austrians have In-onght upon Pomerania, Silesia, 
and the Mark. Besides this, the debasement of the 
coin in Germany affords an infinite fund for dissen- 
wonj-, firaod, and chicane, equally ruinouB to tiie 
-sorereign and to the tmbject." 

Frederick was sensible how difficult, — nay, how 
desperate, his situation was ; thought seriously of 
deatii, and on the Lst December, 1761, wrote a 
speech oS the Emperor Otho, after the battle of 
Bedriacom, and on the 8th December, a speed of 
Cato befcnre his death^. We are entitled to believe 
that if he had oot met widi death on the field at 
battle, he was resolved, in case of extremity, to die 
by his own hand. 

It is unnecessary to enumerate and enforce in this 
place the irraJragable arguments of Christianity 
against suicide; but those who bear with ^eat tran- 
quillity the disgrace ,of an unworthy hfe have no 
right, on this account, to represent themselves as 
good Christians. Nay, even those who would wil- 

• The 3&lh Navrmber. f The 8th DeMmber. 

I CEuvret poithaniM, riiL 26. 36. 
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lingly spin out to eternity the tiaead of their emptj 
and insignificant existence, have here no right to 
pass sentence of condemnation, for they do not 
understand what the question properly is, and 
measure things essentially different with the same 
standard. Ihio cumfaciunt idem, mm ett idem. If 
a gamester, a bankrupt, no longer able to prolong 
his extravagant and worthless course of life, puts 
an end to it in a moment of despair, is he to be 
placed on a level with Otbo, Cato, and Frederick 
the Second ? 

The king's task was at an end as soon as he could 
no longer be a king, no longer a great king. For 
him, a Ufe in dishonour was a complete impossibility. 
If this assertion implies that the tendency of his life 
was not perfectly conformable with the Christian 
mode of thinking and acting, saints may sit in judg- 
ment, and condemn him, but not old women of both 
sexes. Had it been the will of God that Prussia 
should be reduced to a little electorate without spirit 
and energy, Frederick was not the man to direct the 
eternal monotony of the petty machine. Some other 
person was required for this j>urpose. Accordingly, 
he puts the following words into the mouth of Cato : 



L.««.., 


recmfii., 


liivo 


itU 


1 mort u 


iniliLmdadre, 


Louei moQ utioa 


,gard 




i'Du.de: 


me pluadte. 


Qiondon 


voit ■> 


^y. 


et 


■n Rinii 


pfrir, 


Un lachfl ; 


rpoutt 




■e,n 


nhimiJoitmoiiw; 



But it was otherwise decreed in the book of Fate. 
This noblo monarch, who had dedicated his whole 
life to the weal of his people, who was about to 
sacrifice it for them, was not to pass unrewarded 
&om the scene of action ; but she was at length sum- 
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inoned away, wlio had but too long not only person- 
ally led an oDworthy life, but bad governed her 
people without judgment, and made war upon 
Pmsua without reason. On the 5th January, 1762, 
died Elizabeth, Czarina of Russia. 



CHAPTER XXXVIIL 

Doth of th* Buptett EUubeth— FUar 111. and Catherine— MeuutM 
of tha QoTerameDt — Eliubetb— Worontow — Leitocq~Lor<l Bute 
—Allered Pulicy of England— Frederick II. to Geor)^ 111.— Fk- 
derick and I>eter III.— Frederick*! H<>p«. 

" The empress Elizabeth," writes Mr. Keith on the 
Sth January*, "died this afternoon about two o'clock. 
She was attacked on Saturday last, in the evening, 
-frith a violent hemorrhage, and from that moment 
her life was despaired of ; however weak, she retained 
all her senses. But yesterday, findinghcrself going, 
she sent for the great duke and duchess, and took 
leave of them with great marks of tenderness, and 
spoke several things with great presence of mind, 
and with equal resignation. 

" As soon as the empress had breathed her last, 
the senate and the other supreme colleges of the 
empire, who were assembled in the palace for that 
purpose, took the oaths to the emperor Peter III., 
and then the regiments of guards, according ^ their 
rank, who were drawn up before the windows. All 
passed with the greatest order and tranquillity." 

• RuMia, ToL Isxi 
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Three days later Erith contmaes* : — " On tbe 1th 
JanaKiy the aew eovetmga received tlie compb- 
ntents of the unbasskdors, after irhkh there was ft 
dbmer of a hundred persons, vhere everybody drew 
for their places, tbe emperor and empress included. 
Tbe emperor came to me, and whispered to me, 
smiling, that he hoped I would be pleased with him 
now, as tbe night before he had dispatched couriers 
to the sereral leaders of the army, with orders not 
to advance ftirther into the Prussian territories, and 
to abstain from all hostilities." 

Keitb having intimated that he wanted money, 
Ae English govermnent placed 100,00(W, at his dis- 
posal, and let him know verbally the objects for 
which he was to employ itf. 

On the 12th January Keith continuesj: — "AH 
goes well. The emperor makes no secret of his in- 
tention to conclude peace witb Prussia, and manifests 
his aversion to France, and to everything ib&t cornea 
ftom thence, and in consequence, has absolutely dis- 
missed the company of French comedians from his 
aervice. 

" With respect to the interior of the empire, the 
emperor's conduct hitherto has been such, as de- 
servedly has acquired the love and respect t^ his 
subjects. His favours have been bestowed upon 
very w<Hihy persons, and have been conferred in the 
moM gracious manner ; and no one hardship of any 
kind has been put upon any person. The few even 
that have lost their places have fallen in the gentlest 
manner. Old Lestocq and some others have been 
set at hberty. The cfaimceUor Woronaow etgoys 

■ Diip&t«h of 8th JuD*. Bunia, voL lizi. ' 
f Ditto of 6th Februtiy. Ibid. t Ibid. 
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the higliest favour, and Count ChtlUzm has been 
appointed vice-chaoceUor. 

" BusmesB of all Idnds gees much quidter than 
&>naerly*. The emperor eaters into every brant^ 
himself, and in some affiftirs gives the proper orden, 
scccH-ding to the reptesentations bronght him fian 
the respective colleges, or the petitions of private 
personB ; he also takes part in and decides upon fo- 
reign aflairs. On Thursday, having gene in greet 
■tatc to the senate for the first time, he did there 
declare the nobility and gentry of Bossia to be ia 
«very respect free, on the same footing irith t^e no- 
bility of other kingdoms in Europe, with the liberty 
-to entOT into the service or not, at their choice, and 
vrithout any restraint of any kind ; only that tbey 
shall not enter into the service of any foreign power 
"without the permission of the emperor or his snc- 
cessore. Your lordship may imagine with what aa- 
tonishment and pleaaare the nobihty received the 
unexpected and royal boon, and witii what inward 
satisfaction they felt themselveB in one morning 
from slaves become tree men, that is to say, really 
gentlemen. 

" The emperor has also afforded relief to the poor 
by reducing the prices of salt. These acts of grace 
and magnanimity cannot fail of gaining the hearts 
«f the subjects, and at the same time wiU raise the 
emperor's character to the highest point of esteem 
in all Europe. 

" The emperor talked very slightingly of the Idog 

of Poland, and with great invectives against Count 

Briihl; he called Kaunitz, and Bestucheff, and 

* DUpateb or 3(Mi JBnoaiy. BdmU, toL Iixi. 
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Bruhl, the three greatest incendiaries who had 
kindled the flame over Europe. 

" It does not appear that the empress has any 
great degree of credit*, and the countess Elizabeth 
Woronsoff, niece to the chancellor, though a de- 
clared mistress, does not, I believe, meddle in busi- 
ness. 

" Count Lestocq, though at the age of seventy- 
four years, has, after an imprisonment and exile of 
fourteen yearsf , brought back with him the vivacity 
of a man of twenty-five. The Miinnichs, both father 
and son, axe also set at liberty, and hopes are enter- 
tained for the Biron family." 

The accession of Peter III. was an invaluable ad- 
vantage to Frederick II. At the first, however, the 
king had some doubts of the turn that Itussian policy 
might take, and nearly, at the same time, fell into a 
disagreement with England. 

After Pitt's retirement, and under the government 
of Ix>rd Bute, unpleasant negotiations began on the 
payment of subsidies, and a separate peacc^. Thus, 
for instance, the English government acted as if 
Frederick had entered into separate negotiations for 
peace witli Austria, of whicli there is such an entire 
want of proofs, that it may be considered as a mere 
pretext. On this account Mitchell writes on the 
2l8t January : — " The king's aversion to the court erf" 
Vienna has increased in proportion to his misfor- 
tunes, as appears by many of his actions, which seem 
rather to be guided by passion and resentment than 
by the dictates of reason and pdicy. 

■ DUpafchofSOth JuauHry. Rusua, ToL llii. 

i Ditto of 121b Febnui;. Ibid, 

t Di>p»tcbMof 12thuiil21itJMiuM7. HUcball Pap«n, toL ri. 



edt^Cooglc 



1762.] RUSSIA. — PRUSSIA. — ENGLAWD. 377 

" If I waa Ifiss acquainted with the king of Prussia's 
char; -^tcr, and cODsidercd only the desperate state of 
his affairs, I should certainly conclude that he was 
endeavouring by every means to procure a peace 
that might save himself and his family from the im- 
minent danger that thrcalens them. And though 
I never imagined the king of Prussia to he so ex- 
tremely scrupulous, as not to mako use of the plea 
of necessity when it can serve his purpose ; yet I 
think he has too good an understanding to risk the 
loss of the only ally he has, and of the only support 
he can have, by attempting an absurdity ; I meani 
to treat without the king of England's knowledge, 
and to his exclusion with the court of Vienna." 

Meantime the news of the death of the empress 
Elizabeth was received, and Mitchell writes: — 
" Count Finkenstein thinks it impossible to deter- 
mine what turn the court of Russia will take. The 
great duke and duchess have hitherto declared 
friendship for the king of Prussia. Whether the 
same sentiments may continue after they asccad the 
throne cannot yet be known. One thing I cannot 
help fearing, that tlie king of Prussia's lively imagi- 
natidn, wliich generally carries him too far, may on 
this occasion lead him to abandon all thoughts of 
peace, if ever he had any." 

The English ambassador Keith, at Petersburg, 
again received instructions to act in favour of 
Prussia. Mitchell writes to him : — " When you 
dispatch a messenger, be as minute and particular 
as possible in your relation, both as to things and 
persons. You know the insatiable curiosity of the 
king of Prussia." 

This curiosity was, in his situation, extremely na- 
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tural ; for the instructione given by him ehow, as 
we have stated, that he did not know what course 
the Russian court would take. To the cotnplinients 
of coBgratnlation are added only general wishes and 
proposals to put an end to the war. " The king 
woald wish that Mr. Keith, on making this compli- 
ment to the emperor, would adroitly intimate that 
his majesty always considered him as his old friend, 
who bad never taken any part in the ori^n of the 
present troubles, and that the sentiments of the 
king towards him having never varied, he would be 
charmed to put an end to the differences, &c. That 
his majesty would wish Mr. Keith would not only 
pay the same compliments to the empress of Bussis, 
but also enlarge more particularly to that princess 
on the sentiments of personal iriendship and con- 
fidence in her, and the reliance wliich his majesty 
had ever placed on her, and the king's persuasion 
that she would take pleasure in co-operating to ter- 
minate the present' war." 

About the same time Frederick wrote (22nd of 
January, 1762) to the king of England* : — " Sir, 
my brother, — The length of the last campaign and 
various circumstances which have since occurred, 
have hindered me from writing before to your ma- 
jesty. Now the empress of Bnssia is dead, and the 
great duke, who has at all times expressed his friend- 
ship to me, is on the throne. I am persuaded that, 
if Mr. Keith knows how to take advantage of tbese 
circumstances, he may very easily profit by tliem. 
For my part, I have no doubt that this year wiU be 
more fortunate than the preceding, and that we shiUl 
be able to force our enemies to conditions of peace, 
* State-pi^et Office. Rayal Letlen, vol. xiiL 
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more honourable for us than the arrogant laws whidb 
they wanted to prescribe to us. The declaration of 
war by the Spaniards is, in my opinion, advan- 
tageous to England, becaose the great superiority o( 
the British fleet Till triumph over the Spaniards, at 
it has over the French. 

" What glory will it be for the reign of your ma- 
jesty, thereby to render your nation the undisputed 
mistress of the seas, and for a.11 of us, to have main- 
tained our ground against the united force of all 
£urope ! Nothing is wanting but a little perserer- 
■nce and firmness to terminate this fatal war to the 
advantage of England and her allies ; but we must 
persevere to the end. I still see innumerable diffi- 
culties; they animate instead of discouraging me, 
by the hopes of conquering them. Nobody takes 
more interest than I do in the glory and prosperity 
of your majesty. I beg you to be convinced of it, 
OS well as of the high esteem wiUi which I am," &c. 

At length a letter from Keith and a letter from 
Fetor III. for Frederick arrived, which showed the 
entire change of the Russian policy, and the empe- 
ror's ftiendship for the king *. " I wish," writes 
Mitchell, " I had been present when the king re- 
c^ved Keith's letter, to observe the effect it had on 
hira. I really believe it is the only letter he perhi^ 
ever received that exceeded his expectations, and 
surpassed even his powers of imagination. Fot my 
part I cannot help considering this great and unex- 
pected event as an indication that Providence is re- 
solved in the last hour to save the king." 

On the 4th Frederick wrote to Count Finken- 
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Btcin • ; — " Mr. Mitchell is requested to caution Mr. 
Keith not flatly to contradict the new emperor. 
When he expresses his sentiments towards the 
Danes, we know that there is nothing of greater 
moment than that wc should be speedily reconciled 
with Bussia, that we may retreat from the ridge of 
the precipice. If Mr. Keith at this moment should 
warmly oppose the views of the emperor in this 
respect, ho would offend him, and run the risk of 
irritating him, and spoiling everything at the very 
outset, of which our enemies would take advantage 
to draw him over to their party, by promising him 
evcrytiiing. There is a time for all things. At pre- 
sent out own affairs are tlic most urgent. Time 
will bring about the rest."* 

To another letter to Mitchell, on the affairs of 
Russia, Frederick added with his own hand * : — 
" Here we have a singular knight" (the emperor 
Peter, who had desired and received the order of the 
black et^le), " who supports 80,000 men at my ex- 
pense. He is the only one of my knights who takes 
that liberty. If every knight of the garter did as 
much, your England would be eaten up. I beg you 
to render my knight more docile, and to inform him 
that it is contrary to the statutes of the order for a 
knight to devour his grand master." 

This jesting is a proof of the king's good humour. 
Mitcbeli, however, complains that the king was not 
always cautious in writing "l, and tliat in his letters 
to learned men, particularly to D'Argens, which 
were shown about, he sometimes made political com- 
munications. The Prussian ministers were too timid, 

■DiipatclwsofSOihaDdSUt Jaouiuy, 1762. Mitchell Pap«i«, tol.ii. 
t Tbs 17Ui Fabruuf. Ibid. I The -23n] Fcbnuu]-. lUd. 
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DotwithstaTLding Mitchell's request, to make any 
observations to the king on the subject. 

After Bute and Grcnville were at the head of the 
iEnglish adminiBtration, there appeared less courage 
and firmness in the prosecution of the war than 
before. The attention of the king of Prussia was 
called to the necessity of a reconciliation mth Aus- 
tria*. So long as Elizabeth lived there was no op- 
portunity of effecting it. But scarcely had her death 
relieved the king from the greatest distress, when 
Ixird Bute wrote to Mr. Keith at Petersburg!; — " In 
the midst of the present happy appearances his 
majesty (king of England) can have but one appre- 
hension, which is, lest the zealous affection of tho 
emperor to the king of Prussia's cause, should hurry 
liim into such measures, as, by encouraging that 
prince's ambitious and warlike spirit, may tend to 
the continuance of the hostile plans of proceeding, 
to which the king is above all things desirous to put 
a speedy end. Your opinion that the empress is not 
like to have any great credit in the present reign, 
was very unexpected here." 

The manner in which Lord Bute manifested in an 
undiplomatic manner his longing for peace, only 
gave his adversaries new courage ; nay, Austria en- 
tirely declined any communications on the subject. 
" The empress -queen," writes Kaunitz J, " and her 
ministers, cannot conceive what this confidential 
communication of England, as it is called, properly 
means ; for which reason it may easily be conceived 
that we are here unable to give an answer to it." 

* LettenofSthJBDQaiyBnrlGtli February. Mitchell Paper*, v. XTii. 

f Ilia 2lith Febnuuj. Russia, vol. Ixii. 

I The 3id lltNb, 1762. HilebeU Pap«n, rol. xrii. 
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In this state of tilings Frederick wrote, on the 12th 
of March, 1762, the following letter from Breslau, to 
the ting of England : — 

" Sir, my brother, — The accounts which come 
from Petersburg, since the death of the empreBs, are 
so favourable, that I joyiully communicate them to 
your majesty. The new emperor is entirely inclined 
to peace. The care of Mr. Keith has much contri* 
buted to cherish this favourable disposition. I hare 
sent Baron GoUz to St. Petersburg, with the com- 
mission to comphment that prince on his accession 
to the throne, and he is at the same time intrusted 
with full powers to sign a treaty of peace, if the 
emperor consents. This negotiation passes through 
the bands of Mr. Keith. England has not been at 
weu* with Russia, and your majesty's interests cannot 
suffer by this peace ; so that I have no reproach to 
make myself; and I un even persuaded that yoov 
miyesty will be very glad of this event. This is tho 
grand separate alliance ; it is a very important article, 
if with diis we succeed in vigorously pushing the 
court of Vienna. It must at length adopt more mo- 
derate sentiments than it has hitherto shown, and 
its consent to peace will infallibly lead to that of 
France. 

" I have always considered the queen of Hungary 
u the promoter of the present war ; and your ma- 
jesty will see that the war will not finish till that 
princess begins to be afraid for her own dominions. 
I wish I may always have agreeable news to tell 
your majesty. I, however, beg you to believe that 
nobody takes a greater part than I do in your in- 
terests. Being, with the greatest attachment. Sir, 
my brother, your majesty's," &c. &c. 

" Frkdebick." 

u3i.z^iii..Coi">t^le 
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These and eimUar representations of Frederick 
did not, however, render the English ministry more 
&vouTable. Bute complains that the king negotiated 
at Petersburg without accurately informing Eng- 
land *. England had, however, done the same with 
respect to France ; and besides, it was natural that 
Frederick should, in the first place, make use of hjs 
personal influence with Peter, and not suffer himself 
to be dictated to by Bute. 

Hereupon Bute declared t that the parliament 
would not grant the king any money this year ; that 
this, however, was not caused by ill-will, but by 
necessity. Besides, Frederick's situation, it waa 
alleged, was bo much unproved, that he might be 
reminded of his former declaration, that he would 
not receive money &om his aUies, except in case of 
extreme necessity! ; that France had begun the war 
against Germany only on account of Frederick's 
going to war ; that England had carried on the war 
a Germany, only for Prussia, and had borne the 
greater share of the burthen. 

With respect to these assertitms it may be ob- 
served : — 

First, Frederick's situation was by no means so 
improved, as to render it advisable not to make us« 
of every means for supporting the war. 

Secondly, Frederick's demand of subsidies was 
founded on treaties, and what Bute called impos- 
sible or necessary, would probably not have been 
called so by Chatham. 

Thirdly, France made war in Germany essentially 
against Hanover and England; and Prussia bore, 

' Letter of 9tll April, HItehall Papen. toI. itii. 
t Lrttetof26thHay. Ibid. J Latterof 31(t Angiut Ibid. 
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for BCTcn years together, the greatest burthen ia 
proportion. 

In this situation Frederick \Trote to Mitchell on 
the 17th of April, 1762 ♦ :— " Kings, princes, and 
emperors have, I believe, agreed together to turn my 
poor head. In such a state, my dear Sir, one cannot 
think freely or g&ily> but gloomily and misanthropi- 
eally." 

To the Marquis d'Argcns he wrote f : — " All that 
is passing in Russia could not have been foreseen 
by Count Kaunitz. All that has passed in England, 
of the most odious part of vhich you are ignorant, 
could not enter into my combinations." 

On the 20th of May, 1762, the king wrote to Mit- 
chell |: — " I have no doubt of your good and ho- 
nourable sentiments, my dear Mr. Mitchell. I could 
wish that everybody thought in the same manner ; 
the world would be ail the happier for it, and men 
more virtuous. Fortune begins to change towards 
roe ; I hope she may so continue to the end of the 
year. Then we shall obtain this winter an honour- 
able, and if God will, a durable peace." 

The fulfilment of this hope depended essentially 
upon Buesia; but things occurred there which nei- 
ther Frederick nor Kaunitz could foresee. 

* Mitchell Pipari, toL xl. 

f The 19th Jaae, 1762. (EuTree Posth., vol. x. p. 258. 

t Mitchell Papen, vol. x]. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 

Busiia and Auilriu— Pi-tti'i ven^ratian for Frederick II.— Ivan III, 
— UniruTthjr Faiouritss — Fclct'* overthrow and Dtath — Compa- 
luon of the Chaiaclen of Catherine aod Mary QueeDor Scot».-Dii- 
coDtent in Runia— FelM at Courl— Calherine'a tLill iu Govera- 



To illustrate the important cvente in Kiissia, I give 
extracts in cbrooological order, which, from their 
variety, are doubly instructive. ' . : 

" The emperor's hirth-day," writes Keith *, " was 
celebrated with much magniGcence on the 2l8t of 
February. There were one hundred and twenty 
persons prosGnt,^-only the empress was wanting. 
She has a fluxion in her face, and a slight ievtar. 

" The court of Vienna designated Peter's measures 
with respect to Pnissia as a precipitate step, and 
called Frederick II. the hereditary enemy of Russia f. 
The emperor said this expression with respect to 
Russia was foolish, nor had he changed his opinion, 
but always expressed the same sentiments. Austria 
offered money and assistance against Denmark. The 
emperor answered, he did not want money, and 
hfned to settle his quarrels alone ; or he would seek 
s^flstanco rather in some other place than in Vi- 
enna. 

" If I can form any judgment of the emperor's 
temper, it is not proper to thwart him in his rira- 
city, but rather by seeming to approve his senti- 
ments to gain him, by means of which his majesty, 
who is open to reason, especially when it comes 
from friends, may be diverted from entering on 

* DUpatchof 23rd February. Rniria, Tol.lsxi. 
t DUpatchoftheiameday. Ibid. 



.3i.z.iit,,Cooglc 



386 FRKDERICK II. AND, HIS TIUES. [c[l. XXXIZ. 

hasty or violent measures. The empress has little 
influence ; nay, it is now gcncraliy known that she is 
not only not consulted on matters of business, but 
that even in private affairs it is not the readiest way 
of succeeding to make one's addresses to her ma- 
jesty*. 

" ITie emperor's friendship, I might call it pas- 
sion, for the king of Prussia, is above all expression; 
and nothing would be so likely to make the emperor 
fly off, as the smallest appearance of indiflerencc to- 
wards that monarch or his interest y. 

" The cinpcror has annexed the monastery lands 
through the whole empire to the crown, and in lieu 
thereof has assigned to the archbishops and abbots 
respectively, certain fixed pensions, and a certain 
sum for the niainlcnancc of the monks |. 

" His majesty has likewise been pleased to disband 
the famous Life Company, with the choice to the 
gentlemen of whom that corps was composed, to be 
provided for in the army, according to their several 
ranks, or to retire upon half-pay. There are not half 
a dozen of them who have chosen the former. 

"The emperor saw Iwau III., and found him a full 
grown man, but in a state of imbecility. His cop- 
vcrsation was wild and unconnected ; and amongst 
other things ho said that he was not the person he 
passed for: that prince having been taken up to 
heaven long since, but that, however, he would sup- 
port all the pretensions of the person whose name he 



* DiipalehoflStb Much. Riiuia, roL Ixii. 
■f Ditfiatch of 19th March. Ruwia, loL liii. Hitchell Papera, toI.e 
t Diipatch oT 9th Uudi. Ruwu, tol. Ixii. 
DispnUliof t6tli AprU. Hitcbell Papen, vol. xxU. 
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" There is reason to regi-et the influence of a set 
of worthless faTOurites, whom the emperor has unfor- 
tunately about him. His imperial majesty has 
thrown himself into the hands of the worst people; 
and the French gain more and more influence with 
him *. The resumption of the church-landB has oc- 
casioned the greatest discontent over the empire. 
The empress appeared on her birth-day, the 2nd of 
May, and had a drawing-room, but did not appear 
at the evening party with the emperor. On the 11th 
of May, however, both dined together in a large 
company f . 

" Woronzow, who is often ill, loses his influence, 
and his assistant, Wolkow, acquires alt the power, 
because he never contradicts the emperor. The com- 
plEunts of the resumption of the church-lands in- 
crease, since the emperor has given orders to put the 
sons of priests in the army; both seculars and regu- 
lars join in the complaints^. 

" On the 22nd June the emperor had a grand re- 
view, and commanded with his spontoon in his hand. 
The empress saw the review from a window^." 

Though these fragments confirm what is already 
known, we are surprised (like Mr. Keith) by the 
succeeding events. On the 12th July he writes : — 

" Last Friday morning, about nine o'clock, as 1 
was preparing to go to Pcterhof to meet the em- 
peror, one of my servants came running into my 
room, with a frightened countenance, and told me 

• DhpalchcB of 23rd .\pril and 6lh June. Mitchell Fapen, toL niL 
t Diipateh of 4th May. On ths 20th May the empran wu itiU 
coniidered to be ill- Ruuib, vol. lui. 

; Dispatch of 7th Juur. Ibiil . *o1. bctii. 
i Diipatcb at S2ii(I JuDs. Ibid. 
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that there was a great uproar at the other end of the 
town, and that the guards. Laving mutinied, were 
assembled, and talked of nothing less than dethron- 
ing the emperor. 

" About a quarter of an hour after, I received the 
news that the empress was in town, and that the 
guards and other troops had declared her as their 
empress and sovereign, and that she was actually at 
the Casanskai church to hear the Tc Deum sung 
upon that occasion. Tlio soldiers and the colleges 
had already sworn all^iancc to her. 

" This surprising revolution was brought about 
in little more than two hours, without one drop of 
blood being spilt, or any act of violence committed. 
All the quarters of this city at any distance from the 
palace, and especially the street where 1 and the 
most part of his meyesty's subjects reside, were as 
quiet as if nothing had happened. The only noveltj 
to be seen were some piquets placed at the bridges, 
and some of the horse-guards patrolling through the 
streets, in order to preserve the pubhc tranquillity. 

" As soon as the guards were assembled in the 
morning, several detachments were sent to the 
Peterhof road, to hinder any intelligence from Iwuig 
sent to the emperor ; and this piece of duty was 
])erfonned with so much diligence, that no one per- 
son got through, except the master of the horse, 
Mr. Narischkin. 

" About ten o'clock in the evening the empress 
marched out of town on horseback, at the head of 
twelve or fourteen thousand men and a great train 
of artillery, and took the road to Peterhof in order 
to attack the emperor at that palace, or at Oranicn- 
baum, or wherever they could meet him ; and next 
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day, in the afterooon, the account camo of his ma' 
jesty's having Burrendered his person and resigned 
his crown without one stroke being struck. 

" The few circumstances of this great event, that 
I have been able to pick up, and which appear to be 
authentic, though I will not warrant them all, are as 
fbllow; namely, that this affair had been long con- 
triving, but was hastened in the execution by one of 
the conspirators having been arrested two days be- 
fore, upon some rash words that had fallen from him. 
For fe.ar of the whole being discovered, they had 
come to the resolution of going immediately to work, 
8nd in consequence had sent Mr. Orlow, one of three 
brothers, officers of the guards, to apprize the em- 
press of this circumstance, and to represent to her 
the necessity of her returning to town without loss 
of time ; that this gentleman had got to Peterhof 
between three and four o'clock in the morning, and 
having got admittance to her majcsty's.bedchambcr, 
had informed her of her danger, upon which she had, 
as soon as she was dressed, slipped out of the palace 
by a back door, and under the conduct of Orlow, 
without one servant of either sex, had, after some 
accidents, such as their horses being tired and 
knocked up, got to town about six o'clock, and went 
directly to the casernes of the Ismailowsky guards, 
which she found under arms ready to receive her, 
. with their colonel the hetman Basumowski at their 
head; that her majesty thence proceeded to the 
Simonowski regiment, and then to the Preobrasin- 
sky, and was by the whole conducted to the palace, 
where everything passed in the manner above men- 
tioned. 
" I must observe that the regiment of horse-guarda^ 
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of which Frioce George was colonel, was among the 
first that appeared ia the revolt, and showed the 
greatest anunosity against their colonel and t he late 
government ; that all the troops toolc the oath with- 
out hositation, except some of the oflScers of the em- 
peror's own regiment of cuirassiers, who refused it at 
first, and some of tbom, I believe, are still under 
arrest for persisting in their refusal. 

" Aa for the emperor, he had not the smallest in- 
formation nor the least suspicion of this affair, till 
between eleven and twelve o'clock, when, being on 
the way between Oranienbaum and Peterhof, he was 
met by a servant, sent on by the master of the borse, 
Nariscfakin, who informed him how matters stood in 
town. His majesty proceeded to Peterhof, and there 
heard the circumstance of the empress leaving that 
place, which had been concealed till then from the 
ladies and other courtiers, by her majesty's bed- 
chamber women pretending that the empress was 
indisposed and in bed. from that moment the un- 
happy emperor seems to have lost himself, and there 
was nothing but despair and confusion amongst the 
small number of his attendants, and no resolution 
was taken till very late in the evening, that his ma- 
jesty, with all bis train, gentlemen, and ladies, went 
on board a galley that rode before Peterhof, and 
rowed over to Cronstadt, in the hope of being re- 
ceived there. 

" But the commissioners of the Admiralty sent 
down from Peterhof bad got the start of them, and 
when tlie emperor approached the haven, he was not 
only refiised admittance, though he declared who he 
was, but was threatened to be fired upon. This 
augmented the confusion and despair, and the 
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galley, with the other boats, returned to this side, 
but taking difTercnt ways, Bome to Peterhof aad 
others to Oranienbaum. Amongst the last was the 
emperor, with a few attendants ; and on the morn- 
ing of Saturday he sent Prince Gallizin, the vice- 
chancellor, and major-general Ismailow, to the em- 
press, with some proposals. After some time Is- 
mailow returned, with the deed of resignation, which 
the emperor signed immediately, and then going 
into a coach with that gentleman, took the road to 
Petcrhof, and has not been seen since, and I have 
not been able to learn where he has been conducted 
to. It is said that, in the deed above mentioned, 
there was a clause, promising the emperor hberty to 
retire to Holstcin. 

" Her majesty, after having passed the night at a 
country-house of Prince Kurakin, returned to town 
yesterday morning on horseback, and, after having 
heard mass in the new Admiralty church, which was 
consecrated that day, went directly to the summer 
palace, with het eon the great duke, and where all 
sorts of peoj^e for some hours were admitted to kiss 
her hand. 

" In the manifesto respecting the motives for the 
change in the government, the bad peace with 
Prussia was alleged as a ground of complaint, but 
the empress immediately sent word to the Prussian 
ambassador, that she was perfectly well disposed 
towards cultivating bis Prussian majesty's friendships 
" The hetman was, I bear, with Mr. Villebois and 
Panin the great duke's governor, the principal per- 
sons in bringing about this revolution, and under 
them the brothers Ortoflf were the most trusted and 
the most active. But the most singular circum^ 
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■tsQce of the wholo U, that the place of rendezvous 
wag the houac of the Princess Daschkoff, a yoang 
lady not above twenty years of age, daughter of the 
Count Boman WoronEow, eisler to the favourite 
Elizabeth, and niece to the chancellor. It is certain 
that she bore a prineiyial share in contriving and 
carrying on the whole conspiracy, from the beginning 
to the end of it. 

" Of all men, the hetman seemed to possess the 
greatest share of the unfortunate emperor's aifection, 
and two days before he fell he dined at Marshal 
Basumowslfy's house, and was upon that occasion 
received and served with the greatest marks of duty, 
seal, and attachment, on the part of both brothers, 
and when he returned to Oranicnbaum, the hetman 
went straight to Pcterhof to concert measures with 
the eraprcas. 

" With regard to the motives of this revolution, 
it is clear that the taking away the church lands wai 
the principal, joined to the neglect of the clergy. 
The next was the severe discipline which the em- 
peror endeavoured to introdnce among the troops, 
especially the guards, who bad been accustomed to 
great idleness and leisure, and the discontent among 
them was heightened by the resolution of carrying a 
great part of that corps into Germany with him in 
his expedition against Denmark, which was a mea- 
sure disagreeable to the whole nation, who stomached 
greatly their being drawn into new expenses and 
new dangers for recovering the duchy of Sleswick, 
which they considered as a trifling object in itself 
and entirely indiflerent to Russia, and that after the 
emperor had just sacrificed the conquests made by 
the BuBsian army, and which might hare been of 
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greftt importance to their empire, to his friendship 
for the king of PmsBia ; which, however, their de- 
lire for peace would have not only made them put 
up with, but approve. 

" Several other little circumstances, greatly ex- 
aggerated and artfully represented and improved, 
contributed to the fall of this unhappy prince, who 
had many excellent qualities, and who never did a 
violent or cruel action in the course of his short 
reign, but who, from an abhorrence to business, 
owing to a bad education and the unhappy choice of 
ferourites, who encour^^ him in it, let everythiag 
run to confusion, and by a mistaken notion he had 
conceived of his having secured the affection of the 
nation by the great favour he had bestowed upon 
them. After his first mounting the throne, he fell 
into an indolence and security that proved fatal to 
him. 

" To conclude, not only I, but several persons of 
sense and discernment, thought they could perceive 
lately in this prince a considerable change from what 
he was for some months after his accession, and the 
perpetual hurry in which he lived, and the flattery 
he met from the vile people about him, had, in some 
measure, affected his understanding. The father 
and the sister of Princess Daschkoff are still under 
arrest. It is said the emperor wished only three 
things ; his life, and good treatment for his favourite 
lady, and his aide-de-camp Godomtz." 

Of the differences between Peter and his consort 
no notice is taken in the dispatch of the prudent 
ambassador, and if the mention of Elizabeth Wo- 
ronzow indicated it, it docs not appear as a chief 
motive. 

• 3 
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On the 20th July Mr. Keith writes* :— " I re- 
ceived irom the Russian mioistry a paper of the fol- 
lowing tcDor: ' The iraperial ministry of Riuua 
think themselves obliged to inform the foreign mi* 
uistcrs, that the ci-devant emperor having had a 
violent colic, with whidi he waa &equestly incom- 
moded, died yesterday. The emperor died at a 
small country-house helonging to the crown, and hia 
body was transported from thence in the ni^it be- 
tween Sunday and Monday to the Newd^y monas- 
tery, where he now lies exposed to public view, and 
thousands of people crond thither to see himf-' 
The emperor was buried at Newtky on Wednesday 
morning, without ceremony. Only those of the fivo 
first classes were ordered to attend the funeral" 

Whether, and in what manner, the body was 
shown does not, by any means, -appear satisfiictory 
from this account; nay, Keith, being on the point 
of returning to London, reserved all the particulars 
for a communication viva voce. What this was ia 
unknown, and the state-paper office affords no in- 
formation respecting the events, and the guilt ot 
innocence of Catherine. What Bnlhi^re relates on 
the subject is well known, but not fully authenti' 
cated. 

Frederick II. wrote to D'Argcna J : " With re- 
spect to this revolution I apprehended it. I even 
warned the emperor to be on his guard, but his con- 
fidence was too great He was angry when any- 
body spoke to him of precautions, and I still have 
the letter which he wrote to me, in answer to the 
advice which I gave him. His misfortune origin- 

■ RiisBii; vul. Inii. f Disi^ntcbof 23djiily. Ibid. 

} (£uv»s Fosth., vol. X., p. 30G. 
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ated in hia attempt to take certain estates irom tbe 
clergy; the priests planned the revolution, whick 
WAS executed immediately- This prince, wlu) pos- 
sessed all the qualities of the heart that can be de« 
sired, had not equal prudence ; and much is required 
to govern that nation. I am informed to-day that he 
Las died of the colic" 

To Count Segur Frederick said, " Catherine, 
crowned and irce, thought, like an inexperienced 
young woman, that all was finished. So pusil- 
lanimous an enemy did not seem to her to be dan* 
gerouB. But the Oi'loffs, more audacious and more 
dear-sighted, beingunwilling that this prince should 
be made a rallying point agunst them, have put 
him out of the way. The empress was ignorant of 
this fact, and learnt it with a despair which was not 
feigned; she correctly foresaw the judgment which 
all the world now passes upon her ; for the error of 
this judgment is, and must be indelible, since, in 
her situation, she has reaped the firuits of their 
crime, and has been obliged, in order to have sup- 
port, not only to spare, but even to retain about her 
person the authors of the crime, since they alone had 
been able to save her." 

Darnley and Mary Stuart, Peter and Catherine, 
mutually remind us of each other, and give occasion 
for remarkable comparisons. All four are equally 
liable to the reproadi of infidelity to their conjugal 
engagements. Mary, however, bad nothing to fear 
from Darnley, whereas Catherine had much to fear 
from Peter : in her therefore a kind of self-de- 
fence may certainly be alleged, whereas Mary might 
very easily have avoided extreme measures. The 
immediate assent to the murder is besides much 
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more clearly proved in the cose <^ Mary than in that 
ofCatherine; and vhaterer may have been her rda- 
tion to Orloff. »he never ^ve him her hand, and 
placed bim with hereelf on the throne. On this ac- 
count Mary's power, notwithstanding all other well- 
founded claims, fell at once to the ground ; whereas 
Catherine, who had no claim whatever, according to 
the laws of suecession, Vept the throne during her 
life. To these personal actions and relations were 
added, indeed, very different circumstances in Scot- 
land and in Russia. 

On the 20th of August Keith writes * :— " There 
has been a latent spirit of ill-humour and discontent 
among the guards, ever since the change, which fer- 
menting by degrees, came at last to such a height, 
that it broke out one night last week into a sort 
of open rebellion. The soldiers of the regiment In- 
semonowsky, baring beat to arms at midnight, and 
were with great difficulty brought to reason by their 
officers. The same spirit showed itself, though in a 
less degree, two nights successively, and gave great 
uneasiness to the government. However, partly by 
fair means, and partly by foul, great numbers of sol- 
diers and officers have been taken up and carried 
out of the way. Things are so far settled that the 
danger for the present seems over." 

On the 2LBt of October, Keith's successor, Buck- 
ingham, writes about similar mutinies, but says, that 
a head is wantiug, and they will doubtless be soon 
put down f . 

" Immediately after the late revolution here, the 

empress sent an express to Pouiatowsky to forbid his 

coming into Russia, but assuring him at the same 

* Bunia. vol. luii. t ^^^ 
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tiiQe of her unceasing regard and friendship * ; that 
in case the crown of Poland should become vacant, 
she would use her best endeavours to procure it for 
him, or if that was not possible, for ono of the Czar' 
toruky family." 

On the 2bth of October, Buckingham writes from 
Moscow : — " The empress seems to have a settled 
metancholy upon her countenance. She mentioned 
to me last night in conversation, that she has lately 
found herself absent in company, and that the habit 
of it imperceptibly grew upon her, she knew not 
vriiy. 

" Six officers of the guards, who have talked a 
little too freely, are to ho broke this morning with 
ignominy, and afterwards sent for life into some of 
the distant provinces |. 

" The empress, from all the observations I can 
make, is in talents, information, and application, 
greatly superior to everybody in this country. Ham- 
pered by the obligations she has lately received, 
conscious of the difficulties of her situation, and fear- 
fulof the dangers with which she must hitherto have 
thought herself surrounded, she cannot as yet ven- 
ture to act openly of herself, and get rid of many of 
those about her whose character and abilities she 
must despise. She takes every method to gain tho 
confidence and affection of her subjects. If she suc- 
ceeds she will exert the authority she acquires, to 
the honour and advantage of the empire |. 

" The empress (says a dispatch from Moscow of 
the 3rd February, 1763) behaves as if she thought 

■ Dispatch of 91h Octubcr. Ruisia, vol. Ixxii. 

f Disp&tchof 8th Non-mber rrora Moacov. Ruuis, vol. Iixii, 

I IHtpklchorSSthNDTeiDbcr. Itud. 
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herself in perfect security, goes about the strceta in 
an open sledge at night, with very few attendants; 
and when she goes to the senate, has often only two 
Cootmen behind the carriage*. 

Notwithstanding public cares and politics, amuse> 
ments of various kinds went on. " I<ast night," 
writes Buckingham on the 10th of February, " was 
represented a Russian tragedy, which was performed 
in the palace, before the empress, in a most ma^ifi* 
cent hall fitted up for the occauon, with a stage, 
scenes, and all proper decorations. The subject of 
the drama was a Russian story ; and as far as any 
judgment may be formed from reading, what speaks 
itself to be an incorrect French translation, the sen- 
timents and the dialogue would do honour to any 
author in any country. The Countess Bruce acted 
the principal part with a spirit, eaae, and }^opricty 
whidi arc seldom met with, even among Uiose who 
are bred to the stage. Two other characters were 
admirably represented by Count Orloff and a son of 
the lato Marshal Schuwaloff. Count OrloflTs figure 
is very striking, and bears some resemblance of the 
earl of Enrol. 

" After the play there was an entertainment of 
dancing performed by the maids of honour and 
some of the first nobility. I believe so many fine 
women were never seen upon any stage ; and I must 
add, that few countries could produce them. The 
countesses Stroganow, Narischkin, and Mademoi- 
selle Sievers, distinguished themBclves particularly. 
The orchestra was composed of gentlemen. The 
magnificence and elegance of the whole was such, 
that what may appear a laboured description, is but 
■ Ruhu, toI. ixxUL 
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barely doin|^ justice to it. When we consider how 
very few years have elapsed since the poUte arts 
were first introduced in the court, and how consider- 
able a part of that time they have been but httl^ 
cultivated, it will appear very extraordinary that 
a performance of this kind can have been planned 
and executed in a few weeks." 

Though we may readily do justice to the improve- 
ment of Russia in the above-mentioned respects, 
the laudatory tone of the preceding dispatch seems 
rather extraordinary. Another letter of the 14th of 
February clears up the point, for Buckingham there 
says, — " I should not have drawn up the account in 
that manner, did 1 not knov that all the letters were 
opened : it was, in fact, intended for the empress." 



CHAPTER XL. 

Negotiatiuna for Peace bstweeu England and Fiance — Peace of P>rii 
and HubcrUburR — FRdericli'l Qoteranient in Time of Peace — 

. CumpluDli mpectiag him — The Mint — The Kxcin — Minister! — 
Fnigalitj — Negotiation with EoglanJ — Departure of Mitchell — 
Ju»ti6ciitiun of Frederick — FreJerick'ii relijjious Viewi — Opinion 
reipecting Diderot nnd Heketiui — CoDnedion vith Ruuis. 

Though Frederick's plans to compel Austria, by 
the assistance of Russia, to consent to an honourable 
peace, fell to the ground through the deposition of 
Peter, Catherine took care not to continue the impo- 
litic war against Prussia; and the alliance of the 
three great powers (the consequences of which Fre- 
derick had so much feared at the beginning of the 
war) was hereby dissolved. By "the conclusion of 
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peace between England and France, the latter power 
also withdrew. 

In the instructions to the duke of Bedford (S^ 
tcmber 4, 1762) for negotiating a treaty of peace, it 
was said " : — " It has boon understood, on both sides, 
that we should not treat of the interests of our re- 
spective allies, without their participation. In con- 
formity of that rule, ive propote to enter into no dig- 
cussion in these preliminaries, which can in any 
shape affect the right of our good brother and ally, 
the king of Prussia, to Wesel and Guelders. It is 
therefore our intention to include the evacuation of 
those towns and territories by the most Christian 
king, in the agreement to withdraw our troops on 
both sides into the dominions of their respective 
sovereigns, and to stipulate that no succours, cither 
in men or money, shall be given by eitiicr of the con- 
tracting powers to such of their respective allies as 
shall continue engaged in the present war in Ger- 
many." 

To this the French replied *, that with regard to 
succours of money they could not enter into that sti- 
pulation on account of their engagements with the 
court of Vienna, and therefore I insisted on reserving 
to the king the same power with respect to his ma- 
jesty's allies in Germany. But soon afterwards the 
two powers let drop this apparent point of honour, 
so that Prussia and Austria remained alone in the 
field. Prussia was undoubtedly in a more favourable 
situation than before, and Austria had less prospect 
than ever in recovering Silesia. But the king, who 
was weary of the war, was very willing to enter into 

* Fnnce, toI. cxxiv. 
t DiapMch of 24ih SeptuDber, llwl. 
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negotiations. Mitchell wonders, without reason, at 
the sudden change in the sentiments of Prussia and 
Austria, and the facility of making peace *. That 
change and facility proceeded from the alteration in 
all the affairs of Europe. " The king, in several of 
his letters, has expressed the highest salisiaction 
■with the court of Vienna for the open and candid 
manner in which the treaty has been negotiated." 

The Icing, too, was at that time more dissatisfied 
with the conduct of the friend who drew back, than 
with that of his reconciled enemy. In some letters, 
however, he expresses, in polite terms, his satisfac- 
tion with England f. 

On the 3rd November, I7(j2, the preliminaries of 
peace were signed at Fontainbleau, and on the 10th 
February, 1763, the treaty of Paris was concluded 
between England and France. On the 30th De- 
cember, 1762, the negotiations at Hubertsburg be- 
gan, and peace was concluded on the 15th February. 
Seven long years of war made no change in the 
rights and the possessions of the several parties. 
The importance and the interest of the war depend, 
therefore, upon the manner in which it was con- 
ducted, in the elevation and meanness which kings, 
statesmen, generals, and armies, did or did not 
manifest. 

It must be owned that King Frederick often de- 
rived advantage from the incapacity and disunion 
of his many enemies, and often, too, from that which, 
in the ordinary way of speaking, we call chance ; 
but to deny him, on that account, great abilities as 

• DilpMcb of 5lh March, 1763. Miti:hellP«pe™,™l.Ti. 
t DiE[uitchur9ihMarebHDd Ut April, 17C3. lliid. vol. xt. 
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a statesman and a general, is one of tliose foolish 
BOtioQs by which little people love to depreciate 
great men. Frederick II. was, and always will be, 
the greatest character of that age; he and PrusGon 
had acquired importance in the history of the world ; 
a focus of eternal glory at which, in times of subse- 
quent degradation, the flames of victorious enthu- 
siasm were again kindled. 

During the war people had been accustomed to 
expect almost impossibilities from him, and still 
more was required of him after the conclusion of 
peace. When, therefore, every wish was not imme- 
diately fulfilled, every evil removed, there was no 
vant of bitter complaints of various kinds. Some 
notice is taken of them in Mr. Mitchell's dispatches, 
as the following extracts show :— 
. " The king applies with great assiduity and vigour 
to government, which, during his absence, has sunk 
into a state of anarchy and confusion'*. I am sorry ^ 
to say that the king has yet done nothing to correct 
the source of that evil which arises chiefly firora 
the debasement of the money, and from the dif- 
ferent species of false coin actually current in the 
country, by which some Jews concerned in the coin- 
age and a few bankers have raised immense for- 
tunes, but the honest and industrious part of his 
subjects are reduced to the greatest extremity, and 
the country is exhausted of all specie^. Nothing 
the king ever did has so much disgusted and alien- 
ated the affections of his people as the rash and in- 
considerate steps he has taken witli regard to the 
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Qoin. Jews and Christians are striving with equal 
Teal and ardour, who shall share in the spoils of the 
people, but it is hoped the king's wisdom, sagacity, 
and penetration, will disappoint the flagitious de- 
signs of the money-brokers of whatever denomina- 
tion*. 

. " Several of the merchants and others enriched 
by the war have erected triumphal arches and other 
expensive fireworks, loaded with inscriptions in praise 
of their sovereiga. In the meantime, the people 
want bread, and having long felt the calamities of 
war, are grown mutinous, and almost outrageous. 
A few days ago written papers were afSxed to the 
corners of some of the most noted streets in this 
capital, in which the king is treated as a tyrant, and 
deserving the fate of Peter III., complaining of op- 
pression, and calling for the redress of grievances, 
which they say they hope for from the humanity of 
Prince Henry. As this is hitherto wisely concealed 
from the king, whose vivacity of resentment might 
lead him still greater lengths, no search is making 
for the authors of these mahcious libelsf. The 
ministers have not the course to report to their 
master what is told them, and much less dare they 
insinuate what may be the consequences of a rash 
or false step^. He is impatient of contradiction, 
and receives too easily impressions that flatter or 
coincide with his present passion, and experience 
has shown to me how difficult it is for that monarch 
to vanquish even his ill-grounded prejudices. He is 

• Dispatch of I8th ApKl, 1763, and 7lh Jumary, 1 76-1. 
t DiipMch of 19th AjiriL 
. t DM|»tclU!t of 27tb Much, Sth May, uiil 26tb June, 1764. 
JJitchell pcpen.Tol. fii. 
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naturallf of a. suspicious temper. Though upon some 
occasions he laughs at all formalities, yet no man is 
more tenacious of them in whatever he thinks touches 
his rank, dignity, and consideration*. 

" Count Borckc, governor of the prince of Prussia, 
had spoken in a company upon Uic nature and the 
effects of war, and the calamities occasioned to man* 
kind in gcncralf. This was reported to the king 
with some exaggerations, on which account he turned 
the conversation at table to the subject. Though 
Borckc here expressed himself in more moderate 
terms, the king fell into a violent passion, and told 
him that, with such sentiments, he was unworthy to 
wear the uniform of a major-general and much more 
to be about his nephew ; so he was dismissed. 

*' The king's economy has increased of late to 
such a degree as to deserve another name;}; ; it ex- 
tends to the meanest triflcs§. He is often rough 
and out of humour, but, indeed, his dominions are 
exhausted to such a degree, that the bare descrip- 
tion would move the hardest heart. 

" The king has caused investigations to be made 
into the embezzlement of public money. As the 
people against whom this inquiry is making are 
chiefly stranger^ adventurers, and projectors of new 
taxes, they have incurred the greatest odium, and 
the people call loudly for vengeance||, 

" Great confusion in the domestic affairs has arisen 
from many alterations the king has made for some 

■Diipatch of 2lBt Aiiguat. Mitcliell Papets, vol. vii, 

f Di.patch uf 24th March. lUid. 

X Dispatch of 2Ibt April and 23d June. Ibid. 

} DI»patchesaC3rdaDd9(hMaf, 1763. lblil.,Tol>k>i. aad TiL 

II Diipaldiei of eth sod 17tb Scptembar, and Irt Ni»aiib«T, 17G6. 
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time in the manner of raifiiog his taxes and of aag' 
incnting his revenue, b; adopting scrcral schemes 
offered by projectors and adventurers, most of which 
arc found to be pernicious and impracticable. This 
disappointment sits heavily on his mind, and has 
affected his temper. The representations of his sub- 
jects, however well-founded and conveyed to him in 
the most respectful terms, and in the humblest man< 
ner, have hitherto not had any effect, and so far from 
softening him, rather do confirm him in his reso- 
lution of pursuing measures which, in the opinion of 
those who best understand the state of this country, 
cannot fwl of being fatal to the commerce, industi^, 
and credit of his dominions*. 

" llie directors of the new excise, mostly recom- 
mended f, as is said, by Helvetius, are all French- 
men of low condition, and totally ignorant of tho 
language, manners, and customs of this country. 
Three of them, as 1 liave been informed, were bank- 
rupts, of whom M. de Candi was one. He, however, 
had a dispute with Launay, and was shot by him. 
The new projects of the excise give the utmost dis- 
satisfaction to the subjects, and have really alienated 
the affections of the people from their sovereign to 
a degree hardly to be described^." 

To these observations on the internal administra- 
tion arc added others relative to political affairs. 
Thus England endeavoured to unite with Bussia 
and Prussia, in order to oppose the Sourbon family 
compact§. " Frederick remarked upon this subject : 

■ Diipalch of 15th NoTember. Mitchell Pipen, vol. tU. 
f Di>|i>tchot2'lhDecember,176S. Ibid. 

t Kipitchof 4thJiuw,17CS. Itnil. 
} Diipitehofl7thSeptepiber,17Ge. Ibid, 
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■ Alliances made with a view to distant events are, 
for the most part, merely matters of ostentatioo, and 
rarely produce any other effect than that of imposing 
for a short time on the adverse party.' Ho then re- 
peated an Italian proverb : ' Chi sta bene non si 
muove.' Mitchell answered : ' Chi sta solo non sta 
bene.' The king then hinted at the treatment he 
had met with from us when the last peace was made, 
and talked of the instability of our measures and 
sudden changes in our administration, which made 
it almost impossible to transact business with us 
with any sort of security. I answered as well as I 
could." 

England having renewed in December, 1766*, 
its proposal for the triple alliance, the king an- 
swered: — " The alliance proposed, so far from con- 
tributing to public tranquillity, may be the means 
of interrupting it, and that suddenly, as it cannot 
fail to excite jealousy in the other powers of Europe, 
and lead them to unite themselves, perhaps, more 
strictly together than they are at present. Things 
are now quiet ; I wish they may long continue so. 
Associations of different powers, upon a general 
plan, are seldom of long duration, and seldom pro- 
duce a good etfect. Circumstances vary so fast, that 
there is hardly any possibility of making provision 
in a general treaty for events that may happen. 
When the storm seems to be rising, and clouds be- 
gin to appear, then, and not till then, is the time for 
uniting together and concerting measures to ward 
off the impending danger. I am, therefore, unwil- 
ling to enter into schemes that may occasion new 
wars." 

• Diipatdi of 4lh Decembei. Hitdiell Fapen, voL vu. 
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" With respect t-o France, the king said, * That, 
though he made no doubt the French were medi- 
tating revenge, to recover the honour they had lately 
lost in the field, as well as by treaty, they were not 
yet, however, in a condition to execute their plans, 
by reason of the disorder of their afiairs. Neither 
did he imagine they would make Germany the seat 
of action, as they were heartily sick of that country ; 
not only because of their ill-Buccess, but also on 
account of the immense expense it had put them to, 
during the last war ; that, besides, they could more 
effectually hurt the interest and trade of England 
by carrying their arms elsewhere.' The king con- 
cluded that, in all probability, the first war that 
broke out would be in a part of the world where he 
could be of little use. 

" As I made allusions on the danger of the king 
from Austria, he replied, ' I well understand what 
you allude to. If I am attacked, I am ready to de- 
fend myself, and you have seen what I can do.' I 
answered, that I had been an eye-witness to his 
doing what, I believed, no man but him could have 
done, but still there was great danger in repeating 
the experiment." 

The latter might, however, be said for Austria 
also, and this similarity of experience and apprehen- 
sion afforded a security for the duration of peace. 
Thus the negotiations attempted on the part of 
Fngland led to no result. 

Scfore this time, when Mitchell was to leave Ber- 
lin, the king wrote to him* :— " I am very sorry, 
my dear Mitchell, that your recal entirely separates 

• Th« 25th June, 1765. MitcheU P^en.ToLil 
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US ; howevor, the memory of your good conduct and 
of your merit will not be lost here." 

On the other hand, the ambassador testifier 
'* Frederick is very lu-tful, and possesses, in the most 
eminent degree, the talent of conciUating those fao 
has a mind to gain*." 

Let me be permitted to add to these dispatohcs 
of Mr. Mitchell some observations. 

In the first place, the depreciation of the coin was 
a bad measure, accompanied with injurious conse- 
quences ; but it is easier to blame than to say by 
what better means the king might have extricated 
himself from his terrible embarrassments. The doc* 
trine of pubUc credit and public debts was not at 
that time so complete as it now is. Who would 
have lent him anything, either voluntarily or by 
compuldon 7 and has not the excessive increase of 
worthless paper currency as bad consequences as a 
deterioration of the current coin ? 

Secondly, The desolation and exhaustion of his 
kingdom gave the king but too much reason to prac- 
tise extreme frugality. It is well known how amply 
he was thereby enabled to assist the several pro- 
vinces- 

Thirdly, Frederick certainly insisted strictly on 
his royal character and dignity ; confiding in it, he, 
however, disdained petty inquiries against individual 
declaimers and libellers, and affected not to knov 
that his brother Henry pretended to be dissatisfied 
Of the latter Mitchell says ; — " The prince is very 
vain, and hates his brother, of whose greatness he 
is jealous. At the same time he has talents, but 
* Tlia 91h September, 1769. Mitchell Papet*, toI. vii. 
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more cuDning than real parts, and French to tlic 
tone'." 

Fourthly, Persons in office undoubtedly ircrc 
averse frequently to contradict the king, but, on 
important occasions, they, as history shows, by no 
means neglected their duty, and rather ran the risk 
of losing (heir posts. Frederick, too, knew very well 
that the two systems which alternately prevailed in 
France, namely, the sale of offices, and the appoint- • 
ment of officers at pleasure, were equally bad. 

Fifthly, Religious toleration and the liberty of 
the press were greater in Prussia than in most of 
the European states, but by no means unlimited, as 
Tossing has justly observed^. In particular, public 
censure of measures of the government would not 
have been tolerated, so much as attacks on opinions 
relative to the church and to religion. This last 
circumstance has, however, been alleged, without 
reason, as a proof of Frederick's entire indifference 
in matters of religion, and even of his atheism. The 
manner in which the dogmas of Protestantism had 
been forced upon him in his youth, and what he had 
seen of Catholic intolerance, for instance, in France 
could not satisfy his mind, nor was genuine Chris- 
tianity manifested in cither. Though he never 
penetrated to this, even in later years, his thoughts 
and researches continually recurred to these most 
important questions. He decidedly disapproved, 
whenever he was in earnest, the shallow views of the 
toi-duant French philosophers. We subjoin some 
proofs from his worksj. 

* The 19th DMOmber, 1737. UiUhell Papers, Tol.UTiii. 

t Woikt, vol. ctvii. 2b6. 

i (£LniB9p(iith.,ml.fiii.lli xt. 79, 94. 
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In « letter to Mitchell he said : 

" Un (yiteme \ii pu la Mgeue et I'ari, 
Dopt I'ordre, Ic npport, k but at mtaitettt, 
D£mo«tic ouvirltmeDt on ouTrier eckala. 
Le luurd n'eat qu'un mot uni lico lignifiiT 
A t'oTgueil inaignifianl, qui Nrt ie boucliei — 
Pour loutenii CB mooile et pour le piot*ger 
Va DWu wffit. lOD bru ne peut ta p>ftag«f. 

" It is Bftid in the Gospel, ' Do not unto others as 
ye would not have them do unto you.' Now this 
precept is the sum of all morality. It is therefore 
ridiculous, aad an extravagant exaggeration to say, 
that that religion only makes men rascals. The law 
ought never to be confounded vith the abuse. If 
J defend the moral doctrines of Christ, I defend 
that of all philosophers, and I give up to you the 
dogmas, which are no part of it When people ex- 
cl^m against this religion, they ought to point out 
the time of which they speak, and distinguish the 
abuses from the institution." 

The king decidedly declares in several place* 
Againet the iytleme de la nc^re, and says, for in- 
stance* : — " There is no logic in this book ; there 
are only paralogisms and vicious circles of reason- 
ings, paradoxes, and complete follies, at the head of 
which must be placed the French repubUc. 

" There is in the works of Diderot a tone of aclf- 
Bufficiency and of arrogance, which offends our sense 
c^libcrty. Modesty becomes everybody." 

The king sud prophetically)- : — " I am persuaded 
that a fanatic philosopher is the greatest of all pos- 
sible monsters, and at the same time the most incon- 
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sistent animal on the face of the earth. I dcsp^ of 
mj little capacity to estabHeh a goTernment on the 
footing wliich your wise legislators (who have never 
governed) prescribe." 

Sixthly, The king very clearly saw how rich a 
source of public revenue was afforded by the duties 
of custom and excise. On the other hand, the peo- 
ple were justly discontented with the forms and the 
substance of the French excise laws. The principles 
respecting commerce, trade, importation, exporta- 
tion, &c., which were at that time laid down and ob- 
served, were certfunly liable to well-founded objec- 
tions ; yet they were not so foohsh at that time as 
they would be in our days. If, therefore, Frederick 
overvalued and injudiciously imitated the French 
system, Prussia has now the greater merit of pre- 
senting to other states, and especially to France, a 
better example, by the abolition of the prohibitory 
and commercial system of Colbert. 

Seventhly, With respect to foreign affairs, a closer 
-union with France or England would always have 
alienated one of the two powers, and inclined Austria 
to join it. In this situation Frederick was obliged, 
above all things, to enter into a more intimate con- 
nexion with HuBsia, and to support many of CathS' 
rine's plans, which, under other circumstances, he 
would perhaps have opposed. 
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CHAPTER XLI. 

Calhoiine'i Govemmeiit — OilofT— Thi Princrai DaiebkuGT— Faoio 

— Gmliliin— PuUnd— SitualiuD of Austria— King SUnuUus— P1>a 
fbi PaititioDiDg Pulind — Dielt — ConrederBHom— Distrem and Mi- 
lery — AppioichiDg Convulnoa — Murder of Iir>ii III. — Hiiowitz. 

Though my researches and the fruits of them, on 
the whole, close with the treaties of peace of Paris 
and Huhcrtsbcrg, it may not be superfluous to add 
some fragments from the years immediately suc- 
ceeding, especially with respect to Bussia and Po- 
land. 

Notwithstanding its external splendour, the go- 
vernment of Catherine was neither perfectly tran- 
quil, nor free from censure. " The partiality of 
the empress for Count Orloff, and the distinction 
shown him (writes Buckingham), increases daily, 
and ofiends many persons*. It would have no bad 
effect if he were presented with a watch adorned 
with diamonds, of the value of about five hundred 
pounds. There is little money here, but much is 
spent. The interior of the government is in great 
confusion. The senate pubhshes resolutions one 
day which are reversed the next. There is not the 
same appearance of general satisfaction and cheer- 
fulness which prevailed two months ago, and many 
even venture to hint their disapprobation of the 
measures of the court. 

" The uncertainty of everything here, and the 
sudden revolutions of favour, make it very diiBcult 
for a foreigner to keep well mth this court, and 

■ DiipBtclKi of 91st Febmarj and 26th Haich, I7G3. B<ad«. 
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[tlmoet imposBible for him to give satisfaction to lus 

" Many soldiers arc discontented, and Princess 
DascbkoiT, with her husband, has been sent to Riga. 
That lady's arrogant behaviour, in a great measure, 
lost her the empress's esteem. Her spirit was too 
great either to try to appease her mistress, or to 
submit to her disgrace ; and she has been suspected 
since of exciting and encouraging those who were 
disaffected to the present government. 

" The persons ^ concerned in the late disturbances 
did not avow any design against her majesty. They 
profess that their only object was the removal of 
Count Orloff from that distinguished favour which 
he enjoys. He is considered so much of an upstart 
in this court, where there is little else, that all but 
his own family are his enemies ; but none more in- 
veterate than those who were engaged with him in 
the late revolution, and thought their pretensions 
superior to his. His being sent to fetch the cm- 
peror (empress?) from Peterhof, the circumstance 
from whence he is supposed to have derived his 
present greatness, was merely accidental. 

" In the tumult of Moscow the guards called for 
the great duke Paul, expressing that they thought 
his life was in danger, though they had very little 
reason for such a surmise, as her majesty must be 
sensible that his life, during his minority, is her 
greatest security. 

" Respecting [wan the accounts are different; 
some say that ho is a complete idiot ; others, that 
be only wants education, and conceals his capacity. 

* Ditpatchei of 1 7th uul SSth June. Ruuia, toI. Ixif . 
t DiipiUhoTStUiAugiul. Ibid. 
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" The empress's life is a mixture of trifling amuse- 
ments and intense application to business, wliich, 
however, from the difficulties which are often indus- 
triously put in her way, as well as the variety of 
schemes at once, has as jet produced nothing. Nu- 
merous and extensive are her plans, but greatly in- 
adequate are the mesas she is able to employ. 

" Panin is the chief, if not the sole minister here* ; 
oo deliberation is held, no resolution taken without 
him. Everything here, both foreign and domestic, 
passes through his hands. He is certainly an un- 
ooTTuptcd man ; and though not without many laults, 
such as pride, inflexibility, and procrastination, he 
is, in my opinion, by far the properest man in this 
country for the great employment with which he is 
honoured. 

"Prince Oalitzin, the vice-chancellor, is extremely 
pohte and well-bred, but has neither inherited great 
tidents from Nature, nor taken much pains to culti- 
vate those few which she gave him. He has little 
credit, and is, as a minuter, rather of parade than of 
confidence. The empress herself is a most extra- 
ordinary woman, and ao example of application and 
information infinitely superior to any of her sub- 
jects. 

" Count Orloffis her chief favourite, and seems to 
have lately taken a resolution worthy of a much 
wiser man, which is, to meddle very httle in public 
affairs, not at all in foreign, and quietly to enjc^ his 
good fortune and present happiness. 

" The empress has very much at heart the afl^tirs 
of Poland-f." On the 9th of October, 1763, Mitchdl 

• Manrtnejr to Mitchell, Juna 22, 1 766. MitcheU Papera, vol. uin. 
t The Hh April, 1763. Runis, vol. IzniL 
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mentions a report that Prussia and Russia intended 
to partition Poland, but does not believe it to be well 
founded *. The Austrian ambassador was of a dif- 
ferent opinion ; and Maria Theresa said she wished 
to hve in peace to the end of her days, and trembled 
at die least spark, for fear it should kindle into a 
flame f . In Uie Polish diet in 1762, disputes ran so 
high, that the parties drew their swords upon each 
other, especially on the question J, whether the son of 
Count Briihl had a right to vote. Catherine sup- 
ported the opponents of the court till the Czar- 
toriskis prevailed. In January, 17f>4, Panin said §, 
that two millions of rubles had already been spent 
in Poland ; and their friends demanded further sums 
to outbid the French. There had not been the most 
remote idea of a partition of the republic. 

In May, 1764, Maria Theresa demanded || thdt 
the king should engage not to send troops to Po- 
land, unless she did so, which she would promise not 
to do. Frederick answered, that he could not give 
mich a declaration, without previously concerting 
with the empress of Russia. 

England had at that time no longer any influence 
in Petersburg. At least Macartney writes to Mit- 
chell^ :— " I must not omit to tell you in confidence, 
that nothing can equal the contempt, in which not 
only the empress and her ministers, but even all the 
diplomatic body, hold British politics. For how- 

* Hitchell Papcn, vol. vi. 

t The 9th November, 1763. Stormont's IKspatcb. Aiutnt, vol. ciciv, 

J ThelGthOctob<!r,ir62,ud30UiJ(i]te,1764. UitcbeU Pkpwi, 

vol. xxiv. 

{ Tha I7th Juiuacj, 1764. Rutiia, toL Iiit. 

11 TbuSSthlfay, 1764. MitchiillPai«n, vol. vu. 

^ The 19tb Fabriui)', 1766. IbiiL vol. sxiii. 
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ever wise or necessary the ti^ucnt chiuiges ia the 
administration may be supposed at home, it is cer- 
tain that they render us ridiculous and despicable 
abroad. 

" The king oF Prussia affects the most firm attach- 
ment to the empress's person, and the highest admi- 
ration of her virtues and accomplishments *. At the 
same time he professes the utmost deference to Pa- 
nin's talents and opinions. Pauin (says Macartncyf ) 
told me in confidence, that the king of Prussia had 
irequent fits of the spleen, which, for tlie time, to- 
tally disordered his understanding ; that it was very 
carefully kept secret, or glossed over by another 
name, but that nothing was more certain. He 
added, that if BUssia did not keep him in awe, he 
was very capable of committing great follies." 

The aHairs of Poland continued to be the centre 
of Russian policy. In February, 1766, Macartney 
writes J : — " At the beginning of the last diet, the 
court of Vienua made some very serious overtures to 
his Polish majesty (Stanislaus) by the channel of his 
brother, the prince Poniatowski the general, advis- 
ing him to shake oR* his uneasy dependence on Rus- 
sia, and to embrace the friendship of Austria, offering 
him an archduchess in marriage, and even proposing 
apian of operations for carrying these projects into 
execution, and for supporting them when executed. 
This is very certain. 

" The court of Waisaw has made the greatest en- 
deavours § to introduce the plurality (in the diet) 
• Macartiur to Mitchell, irth NoTemtcr, 1766. Hilehell Papeit, 

t The 4th Sepleiuber, 1766. Ibid. 

X The 37th Febrnaij. Ibid. 

( Dupiiteh of 26th Norambct, 1766. Ibid. 
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for the impoBing of taxes and augmenting the troops. 
The Russians and Prussians oppose, and the court 
yields very imwilUngly, 

*' The result of a twenty-four hours' assembly of the 
bishops to consider what concessions might bo made 
by them in favour of their persecuted brethren (the 
dissidents) was, that a resolution passed unanimously 
in the diet, confirming all tho acts that had been 
made against them. Fears are entertained of the 
further plans and resolutions of Prussia and Russia, 
in consequence of this intolerant proceeding. 

" There are new rumours about a partition of 
Poland *■ The confederation was prematurely and 
injudiciously begun j before the Russians withdrew, 
and gives now new pretexts for their remaining. 
The chief cause of the universal dissatisfaction that 
prevails in Poland is owing to the behaviour of the 
Russian troops, who pillage and plunder wherever 
they come, and treat the inhabitants with great 
cruelty and insolence J. Repnin executed hia orders 
in an imperious manner. The haughtiness and in- 
solence with which he treats the Polish nobility has 
created in tliat nation a universal detestation of the 
Russians. 

" Kaunitz pledges his honour that § the Turks' 
have not been incited from Vienna to a war with 
Russia." 

On the 19th of April, 1769, Colonel Cocceji 
writes from Warsaw || :— " The king of Poland is in 

• Diipatth oflJth Februwy, 17S7. Mitchell Papan, toI.tu. 

t Diipktch of Seth March, 1768. Ibid. toL ntlu. 

t Diipatch of 9th July, 176S. Ibid. *ul. rii. 

i Diipatch of 3rd December, 17G3. Ibid. Tot, xir. 

II Milcbell Papen, toU zItL 

t3 
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tiie greatest embftirassment. The troableB continuei 
the country is laid \r««t«, blood flows on all sides, 
the public revenues cease, the administration of jnt- 
tice it suspended ; in a word, all possible calamities 
•eem to hare come over as, and we cannot see the 
•nd of them. What aggravates the evil is, that the 
Mnpress of Russia pretends that ^e is acting only 
for the good of Poland, while her ttoops pillage tbe 
country and massacre the inhabitants. 
- " Stanislaus is bowed down by grief*. Inrep^yto 
his representations, the empress answered, it is not 
the dissidents that are &e cause of the tooubles, 
tbey arise from the hatred of the nation to yoa. 
The king's counsellors permit him to take false 
steps f, in order to ruin him in the opinion of the 
empress. His uncles betray him, and the unhappy 
prince is undone, nnless a Deaa tx machina comes to 
save him. We are on the eve of a great revolution." 

It is not my intention at present to continue my 
communications beyond this crisis, but merely to 
mention, in conclusion, the fate of Iwan III. 

Count Fanin told Buckingham, that the prince's 
understanding was absolutely confused, and his 
ideas were blended together, without the least ra- 
tional distinction^. The ambassador gives the fol- 
lowing account of his end on the 20th of July,1764§; 
" Lieutenant Mirowitz, who was upon gu^ in the 
citadel of SchMsselbuTg, where Prince Iwan was 
confined, having first seduced the soldiers under his 
command, went to the commandant and issiated 

• D»p>tch of lOlh M>f, 17fl9. Hitebell Papen, toL xItL 

f Dispalcbea of 41h and 17Ui October, 1769. Ibid. 

I Dupatch of 3rd Augiut, 1764, RuMi«, vol. Ub7. 

i tbid. 
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upon hia immediBtely releasing the prince, which 
the commandant declining, he immediatel; caused 
bim to be bound. He n«xt obliged ^e keeper of 
the magazine of powder to deliver powder to hia 
soldiers. The noise which these proeeedinge occa- 
sioned, alarmed a captain and lieutenant, one of 
whom was in the prince's bedchamber, the other in 
the ante-rooiB. XJeutenant Mirowitz, having afretih 
encouraged his men, advanced to the prince's apart- 
ment, and demanded, with the moat violent threats 
in case of a refusal, that the emperor, as he called 
him, should be produced. After some resistance, 
the captain and lieutenant, finding themselves in 
danger of being overpowered, told Miroivitz, that, if 
he persisted, it would endanger the prince's life, as 
their instructions were, in case they found their 
efforts to guard him ineffectual, immediately to put 
bim to death. Mirowitz, deaf to all remonstrances, 
forced the door, which put them under the unhappy 
necessity of executing their orders. The first stab 
from a Captain-lieutenant Uchtinskoi, waked the 
unfortunate youth, who was asleep in bed ; he made 
so stout a resistance, as to break one of the swords, 
and received eight wounds before he expired. The 
officers then produced the body to Mirowitz and his 
soldiers, and told them they might now do with their 
emperor what they thought proper. Mirowitz car- 
ried the corpse to the front of the guard, and 
covered it with the colours, and then, with all his 
soldiers, prostrated himself before it, and kissed his 
hand. Then taking off his own gorget, sash, and 
Bword, laid them by the body, and addressing him* 
self to Korsakoff, colonel of the regiment of Smolen- 
sko, who was then arrived, and, pointing to the 
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body, told him, ' There is yout emperor, you may 
do by me as you please. Adverse fortune has 
blasted my design. I mourn not my own fate, but 
the misery of my poor fellow-citizens, and the inno- 
cent victim of my undertaking.' He then em- 
braced the under-officers, and surrendered himself 
and his soldiers. 

" Printed declarations have been seized, which 
justify the intended revolution, and it is suspected 
that Princess Daschkoff had a hand in it." 
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Russia from 1704 to 1740. 

Wbitworth'i jDmnejr to Ruisi*— Breilaw— Wilok — The Euiian 
Ann;— Miierie* uf War_C^D>k7— Chuactvr of the Polei — 
PutiM— Ariiial at MoaCDir— Rnssia't Hilituf Force— Cossaclu— 
Felnl,— The Fleet— NalbDalCo>tume>—MeDtikoff--CbirIeiXlI. 
King Auputus— Polund—Projecti of Feue—OlU Kuuiaii Parly— 
iMarrectioQ in Aitrubaa — Beaidi — Reguiationt reipecliog Dreti 
— Iiuiincction of the Bashkiri — Tai upon Eyeii — Exprditiuu of 
Cbailea XII. to Runia— The' Svediih atid the RuMiaa Army— 
Seheiemctoff— Hep likoff— Defeat of Loirenhaupt- R<:belliDD of 
Hueppa— Battle of Pultm a— Conduct of Peter— TuikJah War— 
ProceediDK* againit cuirupt Oflieen — Memikoff— .Apraxin — Death 
of Ptterl.— Calheiioel— Pettrll.— PHncGH Natalia— The Fall 
of Hemikoff— The FriDceai Eliiabelh — Dulgoiuek; — Count Oster- 
tnann— Death of Peter II.— The Empreii Anne— Plan of a ChangO 
in the Farm of GoierDment — Arrival of the Empreei— Acceptance 
and Orerthrov of the new CoDititutian— Gobrkin— Oatermana— 
Jaguachinilc; — Unlimited Poaer of the BoipreH— The Princeai 
Eliiabeth — Lettocq — Bifon — Magnificence — Poverty — Intrigoet 
— Bribery — Licentiouinrta — Biron'i Influence and Plan* — Priaceia 
Anne — Anthony Utricle of Biuntwick — SucceBiion to the Throne — 
Saponigoe Coawcki. 

There are, in the State-paper OfiGce, five-and-twenty 
folio Tolumes of dispatclies relative to the history of 
Hussia, Jrom 1704 to 1740. The following extracts 
from them will be the more intereeting o^ from our 
want of authentic data, for a knowledge of that 
empire, even notices of inferior importance become 
extremely valuable. 

In his first dispatch, of the 7th December, 1704, 
Mr. Whitworth writes from Breslau* :— 
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" Charles XII. seems to be very little concerned 
about the Provinces of Livonia, either for the ruin 
of the country, or the calamities of the people, and 
told Prince Alexander, (Sobiesbi 7) he was not sony 
the czar had made such progress, and cut him oat 
new work for hia arms, which otherwise he must have 
laid down at the end of the Polish war, and retired 
to an inglorbus private life in his own kingdom. 
War is the only delight and passion of tliis young 
raonaich, who, on roost occasions, follows his own 
opinion, without having any regard to the adncc of 
his ministers or generals." 

From Breslau tiie ambassador went to Wilna, and. 
On the 30th of January, 1705, gives the following 
account of his journey : — 

" I was five days in travelling twenty-two Ger- 
man miles through the king of Prussia's country, 
on the road to Wilna. I cannot sufficiently express 
the misery I found over all, the desolation of the 
present war having doubled what the inhabituita 
ButFered, even in time of peace, through the pride 
and luxury of the lesser nobles, and the abject 
slavery of the other country people. 

" This town has likewise had its share of ruin in 
the present disturbances ; the nobility, who usually 
resided here, have either followed some party in the 
war, taken refuge in foreign countries, or retired pri- 
vately to their estates, to be as much out of the way 
of the present factions as possible. So the storehouses 
they had here are entirely gone to decay, and the 
ordinary citizens make a shift with little wooden cot- 
tages of no value, which is their common way of 
building. The churches, however, the three colleges 
of Jesuits, and the other convents of frifu^, arc in 
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pretty good repair, and, by their stmebire, show 
that this city hu formerly been in a very flouishing 
condition. 

" The Muscovite foot is maeh commended on all 
bands, and one of dieir regiments, which I saw 
coming to the town two days ago, marched in very 
good order. The officers were aU in German habits, 
and the common soldiers were well armed with muf 
kets, swords, and bayonets, but dressed, after their 
ewn country fashion, in a coarse sort of sackcloth. 
They easily support all manner of hardships, and 
are inured to cold and hunger, two necessary quati- 
ficationt, both for soldiers fmd travellers, in these 
countries. So that, were they osed to war, and led 
by good officers (whereof they have great want), 
they would be a mnch more dangerous enemy than 
they are at present reckoned by their Beighbonn. 

" General Oginsky said to me, ' the king Augus- 
tus was, and is, betrayed by his own easiness, fol- 
lowing the counsels of such Poles as are about him, 
whereof he declares not three either of the ecclesias' 
tics or seculars, are really his well-wishers, and only 
make use of his name and authority to carry on 
their private interest and revenge. Amongst this 
number he reckons the most part of the Potoekis, 
and all the family of Lubomirsky, who have again 
closed with his majesty, not out of inclination to hia 
person, but out of envy to the new elected Stanis- 
laus, and animosity against the Swedes, for not 
having bestowed the crown to the grand-general, 
and, therefore, he thinks they ought not to be 
trusted, since they would be ready to change their 
principles again, on any new prospect of self-advan- 
tage. 
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" Besides tlie natural inconstaacc and uneasiness 
of the Poles in any condition, they are highly discon- 
tented with the imperious carnage and exactions of 
their new guests*, whom, though they are bid to 
look upon as friends, they cannot so soon forget to 
have been their ancient, and almost hereditary, 
enemies. This was the general language of the 
lesser nobility, with whom I had occasion to con- 
Terse, cither here or in my road. For being, by 
their privileges, exempt from any contributions, ex- 
cept what they themselves agree to in their respec- 
tive diets, they think it a great grievance to give 
the Muscovites five dollars a month for every house, 
as the generals have demanded, and actually gather 
in, imder the notion of forage and provisions. The 
excesses of some private officers and soldiers have 
added not a httle to the general discontents. The 
reconciliation of the contending parties becomes 
more difficult, and the final decision by force is, at 
least, as doubtful as at the first beginning of the 
quarrel. 

" In Tosuhofe (?)t, the first little town of the 
Czar's dominions, the Starost or burgomaster, a 
good old peasant, attended by half a dozen of his 
brethren, with long beards, came to make me a com- 
pliment, and presented me a great loaf of coarse 
brown bread, strowed with salt, bidding me welcome 
in the Czar's country, and desiring me to take part 
of such fare as they had." 

His entrance into Moscow was, however, of a more 
dignified mature, as was also his audience with the 



* Bj tbMC gutatt, u tha cooteit ihowi, u« neut Ihe But 
t Uiipalch iioiii Smoleoik oC luih Febiuai;. 
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Czar, though nothing deeerving particular notice 
occurred. 

" I had the honour," says Whitworth *, " to make 
a compliment to the Caar's son and heir, Alexius, 
a tall, handsome prince, about sixteen years old, 
who speaks pretty good high Dutch, and was pre- 
sent at the entertainment with the first minister 
Golowkin," 

A dispatch of the 25th of March, 1705, gives au 
account of the Kussian army : — 

" The foot are generally very well exercised, and 
the officers tell me, they cannot enough admire wliat 
application the common soldiers use till they have 
learned their duty. The Czar has lately formed six- 
teen regiments of dragoons, which generally consist 
of the nobility or landed men, several whereof are 
obliged to serve as common soldiers at their own 
expense. They are mounted upon light Tartar 
horses, and have had several successful rencontres 
with the Swedish parties in Liefland (Livonia) ; but 
it is not thought they will be able to make head, in 
a set battle, gainst the Swedish cuirassiers, who 
have a great advantage by their horses and arms. 

" The Cossacks are somewhat in the nature of 
the emperor's Hussars, and fitter for surprise and 
skirmishes than any regular action. They are 
armed, some with short rifle guns, and others with 
bows and arrows. 

" The artillery is, at present, extremely well- 
served ; and General Ogilvy tells me, that he never 
saw any nation go better to war, with their cannons 
and mortars, than the Russians did, last year, at 

• IMipatch fram Moteoiv, lUh Uweli. 
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Warsaw. They have new cast one hundred brass 
pieces of cannon of several calibres, witH several 
mortars, and great quantities of bombs, grenades, 
powder, and other ammunition, whereof here is 
plenty enough, several mines of very good iron 
having been found of late years, and Circassia fiir- 
nishes more saltpetre than what they have occasion 
for. They have also begun to make muskets and 
pistols, having procured some gunsmiths trom the 
elector Palatine's country of Bei^, who have ahready 
prepared arms for several regiments. 

" The maintaining all these forces does not cost 
the Czar above two-thirds of what other European 
princes must pay for the same number ; since the 
Russians, who have estates, arc obliged to serve at 
their own charges, or for a very inconsiderable 
salary. So the only expense is foreign officers, and 
common foot soldiers. 

" When the Czar ia with his army, he has not 
hitherto appeared as general, but only as captain of 
the bombardiers, and acts accordmg to that post ; 
and his son, the yonng prince, is a cadet in the 
Preobrasenki guard, which they probably do with a 
design of obliging the first nobility to follow their 
example, and breed themselvea up to a knowledge 
of miUtary afiairs, whereas formerly, it seems, they 
thought they were bom generals, as well as lords 
and princes." 

After some observations respecting the formation 
of the fleet, Whitworth continues :— 

" The Czar has gone a great way in establishing 
his land and sea forces, in which by the strength of 
his own genius, and almost without any foreign as- 
sistance, he has succeeded b^ond all expectations, 
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and will one day make his empire very formidable 
to all hie neighbours, and especially to the Turks. 

" His majesty has also made a thorough change 
in the dress of his country. In all this great city, I 
see not one of consideration appear otherwise than 
in German cloaks. One of the hardest tasks vr&a 
the persuading them to lay aside their long beards* 
Most of the chief nobility lost theirs in the Czar*s 
presence, where there was no room to dispute his 
orders. The common people, however, were not so 
easily brought to follow the new fashion, till a tax 
was laid, at the city's gates, on every one who went 
in or out with a beard, and this was to be paid as 
often as they passed, by which means they have at 
last been brought to conform. 

" The Czar has, likewise, made several other 
great reformations, to the unspeakable advantage of 
his country j and though the good work is not yet 
brought to perfection, it is to be wondered how fer 
his majesty has gone in so short a time, and without 
any disturbance, which must only be attributed to 
the happy genius of this prince, who is very curious 
and diligent, and, notwithstanding the disadvantage 
of his education, has acquired almost an aniveisal 
knowledge by his own labour and observationf. 

" The Czar's favourite, Mentschikof, possesses 
great practical skill and an affinity of genius to his 
master X> hut his origin and education is mean. He 
can neither read nor write, is very obstinate, and 
given up to vicious inclinations." 

AVhitworth's dispatches contain much information 

■ See the ButraequentdupatehofStdMucb, 1706. 
f The Cior uadentood tuKh Dutch very wclL Diipateh of Sod 
Mar, 1706. ' I Dnp&tch ot 13tk June. 

L);l.z,ill.,G00g[e 



438 FKUDERICi: II. AKD HIS TIUES. [aPP. 

respecting the barbarities of the northern war, the 
desire for war or peace, as also of the hopes and 
fears of the different parties, from which, by way of 
specimen, I select the following* : — 

" Forty-five Russians were taken prisoners by the 
Swedes. They had their two former fingers of their 
right hands cut off, in cold blood, some months after, 
and were then dismissed, with that ignominious 
mark in their own country. The Czar is extremely 
moved at this proceeding, and declared publicly, 
that though the Swedes endeavoured, by false re- 
ports, to represent him and his people as barbarians 
and unchristian, yet he appealed to all the world, 
and particularly to some thousands of Swedish pri- 
soners, now in his dominions, whether ever he had 
treated any of them ivith such indignity ? Adding 
that, though he was sorry for these poor soldiers, 
yet he should find a great advantage by this action, 
for he intended to place one of them in every regi- 
ment, who might be a living remonstrance to their 
companions, what usage they were to expect from 
their merciless enemies, in case they suffered them- 
selves to be taken or overcome." 

On the 2l8t November, 1705, Whitworth writes : — 

" The Czar is more in earnest to treat with Swe- 
den than ever, out of different reasons, at least, 
whether the Swedes would not listen to the Christian 
proposals of releasing the poor people, who suffer 
under so long a captivity, cither by a general ex- 
change, or on their word given not to serve during 
the present war." 

" The king of Poland is equally weary of the 

* Kapnlch of iad May, 1 '03, 
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Czar's direction, the war with Sweden *, and the 
crown of Poland, which he only maintains out of 
a pure point of honour and reputation, or else, as 
he told me himself, he would rather live a private 
citizen in Leipzig than reign over such a people. He 
and the Czar have endeavoured to shift for them- 
selves, hy separate agreements; but the king of 
Sweden's averseness to peace bad hitherto disap- 
pointed their laudable intentions, and kept them 
just and true to their alliance ; however, they are not 
strangers to one another's designs and inclinations, 
and from thence I believe what has been may be 
again, whenever they shall find it for their advan- 
tage, or whenever a neuter power shall have an in- 
terest to engage any of them to this step. 

" There is a fourth party concerned, which is the 
Poles't'. Whoever has money to bribe, or force to 
compel, shall be acknowledged and obeyed, and the 
beaten party will be certainly rebels and enemies. 
For this unsettled nation Like the sea, though it 
foams and roars, — only moves as it is agitated by 
some superior power, 

" Thus I cannot learn that there are any terms 
which may reciprocally content the Czar and the 
Swede, in the posture their affairs now are. The 
one is resolved to keep Petersburgh, and, before the 
last extremity, the other will scarce allow him that 
or any other port on the Baltic, whither the greatest 
part of the trade and revenues in Livonia would 
soon be drawn away ; nor can 1 pretend to judge how 
far it may be the interest of England and Holland 

• Diipateh of 3rd February, V06. 
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to let the Czar into the affairs and trade of Europe 
by this door. The opinion that tbeir neighhoun 
will be, one day, bound to recover for them this 
province, partly caused the fatal neglect of that pro- 
vince ; and the Czar himself seems apprehensive o£ 
this maxim. 

" The extent of the Prussian coasts on the Baltic 
obliges the king of Prussia to take care that no 
formidable power encroaches on that sea." 

Bespecting the old Bussian party and the rebellion 
in Astrachan, the ambassador gives highly interest' 
ing particulars. The latter he already mentions in 
a dispatch of the 7th of October, 1705, and places in 
connexion with financial measures. 

" The Czar," he says, " has thought fit to take 
into his own hands the fishery and commerce of 
salt on the Wolga, which was formerly the chief 
employment and subsistence of that country." 

A dispatch of the 3rd of March, 1706, is more cir- 
cumstantial : — " Here is a set of people spread all 
over Moscow, who pretend to a greater degree of 
sanctity than the rest of their fellow subjects. They 
are strangely tenacious of their old ignorance and 
ceremonies ; some whereof arc represented to be so 
impious that I can scarce believe any gociety of men 
was ever guilty of such behaviour under the notioB 
of rehgion : however they were, about thirty years 
1^, condemned by the patriarch Nicholas, and pro- 
hibited under the severest penalties. Notwithstand- 
ing which censure, great part of the middling sort 
of people, who are the zealous patrons of long beuds 
and garments, are still thought to be privately of 
their persuasion. 

" You will have heard with how much difficulfy 



edt^Cooglc 



1706.] TUMULTS IN ABTBACHAN. 431 

the whole nation auhmitted to the razw. lliey were 
{»eposses8ed both by custom and religion. Their 
forefathers lived unehaved, their priests, saints, and 
martyrs, were venerable tot their beards ; them they 
were bid to imitate ; and the ignorant thought part 
of the devotion lay in the beard, as Samson's strength 
did in his hair. Nay, even the ladies themselves 
joined in the feehion, and could at first be scarce 
brought to sufier the reformation in their husbands. 
But the court and the chief persons having complied 
with the Czar's desires, the most prudent and mode- 
rate way of reducing the commonalty, was thought 
to be the laying a tax on all beards, as often as they 
passed the gates of any principal town ; and leave 
was also given to take out protection for a yearly 
sum of money, which a great many have done ; and 
on producing their ticket stamped with a long beard, 
ue let pass without any further inquisition. 

" Some time after another edict was published, en- 
j<nning the women to wear petticoats under the same 
penalties; whereas their former habit was only a 
loose gown, buttoned down bef<%e, and reaching to 
their heels. 

" I have been the more particular in this account, 
because, however trifling these points may seem, 
they gave no small occasion to the present disturb- 
ancca. For the governor of Astrachan being a ^uel 
imprudent man, would not be content with the fine 
imposed by the Czar on the disobedient, but was re- 
solved to make a thorough reformation. For which, 
and after the time of grace was expired, he placed 
his officers at all the church doors, who cut off the 
women's loose garments, from their middles, and 
pulled out the beards of several persons by the roots. 
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which violcnco put the whole town {who were gene- 
rally of the sort above mentioned) in great anger ; 
and one of the most zealous, an ander-TCceiver of 
the customs, being chosen for their captain, the; as- 
saulted the governor in the night, and cut him to 
pieces, together with three hundred families of fo- 
reigners, part merchants and part Swedish prisoners. 
In one of the houses they by chance found a peruke 
block, formally carved with nose, mouth, and eyes, 
which was immediately seized and carried in triumph 
through the town, the rabble crying after it ; — ' Be- 
hold the god of the strangers, which we shall at last 
be forced to worship if we do not free ourselves irom 
their customs and slavery.' The ringleaders, with- 
out doubt, Icncw the barber well enough; but it 
served a turn, and passed current with the mob, who 
were used every day to see as rough hewn im^;es 
adored by their neighbouring heathens of Tartary 
and Siberia." 

The next interesting dispatches are of the year 
1708. On the 2lBt of March the ambassador writes* : 
— " I always looked upon the Czar's offer of entering 
into the grand alliance to be an indigested proposal, 
disadvantageous and impracticable in the present 
juncture, nor well understood by their court itself, 
who, like drowning men, do not look well about, but 
greedily catch at anything that may seem for their 
assistance. 

" The troops of Mcnzikoff, at their retreat from 
Wilna, were found plundering the villages, burning 
their magazines, and running away with the preci- 
pitation of a routed army from a little party of 
Swedes and Wallachians. 
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" The 26th September was tlie birth-day of Prince 
Alexias, who had acted for some time as goremor of 
Moscow, and assisted at the council of the lords and 
fortifications of the town with great application. 

" The Baskirsky Tartars are in open rebellion. 
Tlieir nation is very rich and numerous, and has 
many considerable villages towards the river Usta, 
being much more civilized than the Calmucks, or 
other hordes of great Tartary. They lived quietly 
while Prince Galtitzin was governor of Casan; but 
the Prcbolshiks being set over them, exasperated 
the whole country by their oppressions, the most 
material of which had been the forcible baptizing of 
near 12,000 of them into the Muscovite religion ; 
and the most insolent was the imposing of a tax on 
all black eye», the beauty of the country, and on 
other colours in proportion ; nor could this poor 
people obtain the least justice before they took up 
arms. But now their tormentors arc removed, after 
a great struggle, and Prince Gallitzin is restored to 
his employment, with orders to go and examine 
their grievances and give them satisfaction." 

Meantime the danger increased from the side of 
Sweden ; and on the 23rd of May, 1 708, the ambas- 
sador writes : — " A Bussian officer, coming from 
MenzikoFs army, says, that the resolution is taken 
to dispute the passage of the Beresina, which at pre- 
sent separates the Swedish and the Muscovite armies, 
and though small, is very difficult 

" The account he gives of the Swedes is, that tiio 
bodies of the men are strong, their exercise good, 
their regiments complete and desirous to engage^; 
but the foot have ill fire-arms, the dragoons ill 
horses, and the army not three able generals, so that 
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a vigorous ooaet and a bad issue of a battle may be 
expected, should it once come to that" 

On the 28Ui of September, 1708, he continueB : — 
" As the Czar was abandoned by King Augustus, his 
.case was looked on to be almost desperate ; till the 
continual arersion of his enemy to any negotiation, 
and the hard terms imposed on his late ally, made 
him see what he was to expect, and that the only 
choice left was a resolute defence or entire ruin. He 
therefore fortified the places most exposed on his 
&ontiera, recruited his army, raised a great number 
of new levies, procured many foreign officers; and 
during the long delays in Saxony, renewed his 
treaties with the confederate Poles. It was all along 
expected the king of Sweden, at his return, would 
have first endeavoured to unite this schism by a 
general diet of pacification, or to gain over M. Se- 
Diauffiki (?), and the other chief families, by some 
little compliance with their interests, which would 
have established the work of his hands, and might 
have insensibly led the Pcdea into the present war, 
whose troops were most proper to have secured his 
rear, and convoys of provisions from the sudden in- 
cursions of the Cossacks and Tartars, the want 
whereof is now his greatest distress. But these 
gentle means have been despised, nor any proper 
force yet employed towards the discontented pax^ 
to effect their submission. 

" If what the Russians report from the seven^ de- 
serters and prisoners concerning the dearth in bis 
camp is half true, it is now fouBd to be the greatest 
obstacle to his designs. He has, indeed, always 
affected a total neglect of magazines and aitilleTy. 
and has hithOTto gone on with success, without tbeae 
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expensive and unwieldy trains of war, as well as 
Ids great ancestor, Charles Giutarus, whose life and 
deeds I Have formerly heard are his only study and 
imitation. But this was in Poland — a plentifid coun- 
try and licentious goTcmment, where every man is 
iree to choose his own way of ruin ; nor has any one 
the necessary power to stop the general flame by 
Mowing up his neighbour's house. But the maxims 
here are quite otherwise ; the rule is absolute, and 
no private interest suffered to come in competition 
with the good of the whole, or pleasure of the prince. 
Besides, the land is not so well tilled, the villages 
few, their wooden houses of little value, and the fur- 
niture almost nothing ; so that wherever an enemy 
approaches, the people are warned away with what 
they can save, and the Cossacks set fire to the rest, 
as they have several times already done in sight of 
the Swedish army, who find all desolate before them, 
and, as they advance, will run further into want and 
cold. 

" It is also observed they make their attack in the 
most difi^lt, though nearest, way to Moscow, where 
the towns are most scattered, and the rivers, marshes, 
and woods least practicable. Whereas, had they 
gone down to the Ukraine, they would have found a 
noble campaign, plenty of forage, and many rich 
towns of the Cossacks, a &ee people, not so well af- 
fected to the present government as to suffer a total 
desolation for its sake, the old general Mazeppa 
having work enough to keep them steady in their 
duty as it is. Or had tiie king made his attempt on 
the side of Livonia, his rear had been secured, and 
provisions eanly fomished by his own oountry and 
by shipping. 

v2 
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" The two armies arc now within sight, and though 
the autumn be very fine, in five or six weeks it must 
give way to a five months cold and snow, nor can the 
army keep the field much longer. But where the 
Swedes can with safiity take their winter-quarters is 
not easy to bo foreseen, without a general battle, 
wliich, though hard to come at, seems to be their 
best resource. For should they be obliged to repass 
the Dnieper into Lithuania, and stay there till next 
spring, the war may endure as long as that in Poland 
did, and the conditions of peace be at least as uncer- 
tain and hazardous : were the crown army brought 
to their side it would be no despicable acquisition. 

" As to tho Czar, he has the advantage of a nu- 
merous army, that will amount next spring to near 
80,000 men, though now they are extremely lessened 
by desertion, skirmishca, sickness, and want of care. 
The army is composed of lusty well-made fellows, 
their exercise good, their air quite altered since their 
campaigns in Poland, and many of their rcgiidents 
wilt doubtless fight if well led on. But their arms 
are bad, their horses worse ; nor if once broken are 
they used to rally ag^n in order, but charge as they 
can get together ; and though encouraged by their 
late success, they will make a bold and vigorous 
attack, yet they arc not proper to sustain a continual 
shock, and, if once heartily beaten, will scarce be 
brought to stand again. For it is the temper of the 
country, from the highest to the lowest, to be vCTy 
confident on tho least success, and to sink as low on 
any misfortune, 

*' The Czar's greatest unhappiness is the want of 
good generals. The field-marshal Schcremetef is a 
gentleman of unquestionable personal valour, very 
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fortunate in Us expeditions against tlie Tartars, and 
extremely bcloTcd by his country and the common 
soldiers i but having never been employed against a 
regular enemy before, wants the necessary expe- 
rience, which is said to be the only cause that the 
battle was lost in Courland. 

" Prince Menzikof, general of the horse, is the 
second in rank, but first in authority, since hia as- 
cendant is so great, and as his orders in civil and 
military aSairs are equally absolute, and the Czar 
generally used to follow bis determinations, though 
sometimes against lus own opinion, but his interest 
is said to decline. His whole charaotcr is very dis- 
advantageous, to say no worse. And as for the war, 
he has neither experience to know, capacity to learn, 
nor courage to execute, as was plainly seen by the 
late disorderly retreat from the Vistula to the Ihiic- 
pcr, which gave little reason to think the Russians 
would now so well dispute their ground. 

" As for recruits the Czar cannot want them, the 
Lives and fortunes of all his subjects being at his 
disposal; nor will the money fail as long as his 
enemies can be kept out of his frontiers, and unne- 
cessary expense be retrenched, so that he has no 
reason to hazard all at a push, and finds more coq- 
veniency in starving his enemies, and weakening 
them by frequent parties. And though most of hia 
lords, and, indeed, the generality of his subjects, are 
discontented, yet he has brought the Muscovites too 
low to fear any revolt as long as his army is on foot, 
and nothing but the circumstances of time can make 
the wild tumults of the Cossacks or Tartars consi- 
derable. 

" The design of the Swedes is (as is said) to press 
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<ai Sinolcnsko, in hopes of finding plenty of provi- 
sions thereabouts ; but that they had been extremely 
sarprised and disappointed to find the Russiaas 
bum up their own country, which they could not 
have behered," 

The next important events thai succeeded were 
the victory of the Busaians over Gteneral Lowen- 
haupf, and the revolt of General Mazeppa to the 
king of Sweden, with all his &inily and ticbes. 
" Mazeppa," aays Whitworth, on the 2l8t of Novem- 
ber, 1708, " is neat seventy years old. was extremely 
considered and rehed on by the Czar, has no child 
but a nephew, and has heaped up vast sums of 
money in that wealthy province, where he governed 
80 long witli little less authority than a sovereign 
prince, so that I cannot learn what disgust or expec- 
tation may have drawn him into new councils and 
actions, in such an advanced and decrepit age." 

On the 28th November the ambassador continues: 
" Some days before Mazeppa went over, he gave 
himself out to be very sick and to despair of his re- 
covery, at which the court was very much concerned, 
and at his instance took measures to elect a new 
general in his presence, for which purpose Count 
Golofdin only expected the Czar's orders to repair 
thither. In the meantime. Prince Mentschikof, 
inarching on that side with a body of horse, resolved 
to visit and dine with the general, taking only with 
him a few gentlemen, and some of his guards. But 
when Mentschikof arrived at Bathurin, Mazeppa's 
oastle, he found it closed and the hetman fled. The 
treachery was manifest, and the castle taken by 
storm." 
' Events of this kind did not, however, seem to in- 
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tcmipt tlie unifonn course of Bussian life. At least, 
on the 23d January, 1709*, the ambassador writes : 
" At a great entertainmeDt the Czar beat his favour- 
ite very severely, but the next day went to him and 
made iricnds." 

Meantime the war was carried on in the vicinity 
of Pultawa. On the 19th June, 1709, Whitworth 
writes ; — " Pultawa, a town on a little hill near the 
rivcT Worskla, and one of the most considerable in 
all the Ukraine for the number of the inhabitants, 
the extent of the ground, and the advantage of the 
situation, which covers the Saporowich Cossacks, and 
opens a communication with those of the Don and 
the Tartars, It was only fortified with a castle- wall 
and palisades against the sudden incursions of the 
Tartars ; but the Muscovites, suspecting the Swedes, 
designed to settle themselves thereabout last wlnlcrj 
Major-general Wolchonsky was sent with a consi- 
derable garrison^ and orders to put the place in a 
condition of defence, as has been done by flinging 
up some outworks, though too inconsiderable to re- 
sist an army which was tolerably well provided with 
artillery and ammunition. But the want of powder 
in the Swedish camp is said to be so great, that they 
cannot spare enough to shoot a breach, and there- 
fore arc obhged to make use of other methods in 
this attack. 

" They had once brought a mine under the very 
wall, and laid in ten barrels of powder ; but being 
discovered by the besieged, the powder was taken 
out just before it should have sprung, and those who 
were beginning the storm were beaten off with loss. 
A reinforcement of 1200 men, each carrjing a pound 
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of powder and hftlf apoondof lead, got some time 
after into tlio town without any loss, under Brigadier 
Golowin ( Mentschikors brother-in-law) and Colond 
Olho, a Dane. But in the first sally they made, the 
bn^dier had the misfortune to be taken prisoner, 
and the colonel was killed. 

" The llussian army is now all drawn together on 
the other side of the Worskla, and when the Czar 
comes from AzolF, it is thought they may hazard a 
battle, for which some of the generals give their 
advice ; but such reports hare often been without 
any consequence. In the meantime the Muscoritcs 
.arc endeavouring to gain a line of communication 
with the place, and the Swedes are drawing up an- 
other to hinder them. 

" I'he Swedes," continues the ambassador, on the 
26th June, " made little advance, and of late scarce 
any fire from their batteries, their chief application 
being to hinder the line of communication which the 
Ii^uscovites have hitherto attempted in vain. Pro- 
visions are said to be scarce in their camp, the water 
they had bad, and near 4000 of their horses have 
been at several times driven from the pasture by the 
Cossacks and other small parties ; but their greatest 
want is of powder, and the deserters report, their 
common discourse was of repassing the Dnieper. 
The Czar arrived on the 3d June in his army, which 
he found numerous and in a very good condition, 
and his majesty has written hither himself that he 
is resolved to give the Swedes battle some time 
this month, for wliich the necessary preparations are 
making with great diligence." 

This led to the battle of Pultawa, respecting 
which Whitworth states the following from the ac- 
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count of eye-witncsscs: "The Czar had passed the 
river Worskla, and posted his army very near the 
enemy fire daya before, in which time no consider- 
able action happened, the Swedes still retiring iato 
their camp on the approach of the Muscovite purtics, 
in hopes of rendering them secure and unprovided 
against a surprise. On the 26th, in the evening, 
lieutenant-general Bonne had the advanced guard 
of the army, and riding himself with one of hia 
party, near the Swedish outwork in the night, he 
heard a continual noise in their camp, Irom whence, 
apprehending some design, he immediately ordered 
the horse to mount and possess themselves of ft pass 
between the two armies, but was scarce got in order 
before the Swedish horses came up and attacked 
him. He sustuned their charge for about an hour, 
till he had notice that the foot was drawn up and alt 
things in readiness, when he retired with his men 
to both wings of the army. On this retreat the 
Swedes advanced, in hopes of putting them into 
confusion, but were received so warmly by seventy 
weighty pieces of cannon, that thoy fell themselves 
into disorder, and the foot coming up to their suc- 
cour, were attacked by the Muscovite infantry sword 
in hand after the first discharge, and being likewise 
obliged to retire, were met by General Bauer, who 
had wheeled about with a strong detachment to fall 
on their rear, on which the greatest part flung down 
their arms, and the rest was only a pursuit. 

" The first oEBccr of note who was taken was Ma- 
jor-general Schlippenbach by the Czar himself, and 
soon after Field-marshal Kdnnschildt was brought 
b; Field-marshal SchcremeteE His czarish majesty 
was very active during the whole combat; he re- 
u3 
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ceived a shot through his hat, and rode down four 
honet. All was over by eight o'clock in the morn- 
ing, and then the Czar invited the Swedish generals 
to dinner. They were very civilly treated, and, 
amongst other questions, the Czar asking Gr^ietal 
Bonnschildt how strong their army was the day of 
battle, be said neither he nor any of the army could 
tell, but the king himself, to whom alone the lists 
were brought, and not communicated to any person 
whatsoever, but that he guessed they might be about 
30,000 men, 19,000 regular troops, and flie rest Cos- 
sacks. Being then asked bow they could venture 
themselves so far into so large a country with so 
small a number of men? and ansirering, that what 
was done was not always by their advice, who, as 
true servants, are obliged to follow their master's 
orders without dispute, the Czar took his own sword 
from his own side, and presenting it to the general, 
told him, ' That, since he was so true a servant, he 
should wear that as a remembrance.' 

" The king of Sweden had been wounded in the 
leg some days before in a skirmish with Gleneral 
Riinne, and in the battle was carried before the 
troops in a calesh, which being scattered to pieces by 
a cannon-ball, and his bed found upon the ground 
bloody, it was apprehended that he had been killed. 

" The Swedes had bread and flesh enough in 
their camp, but no brandy nor beer, and so little 
powder, that it was ordered by the parole they 
should not talk of it." 

Lbwenhaupt's unexpected capitulation excited even 
more astonishment than the defeat of the Swedes at 
Pultawa. " The reason given for this capitulation," 
says Whitworth, on the 4th September, "is that. 
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except three old Swedish regiments, all the other 
soldiers refused to fight, being quite dispirited by 
their former hardships, and careless alike of them< 
selves aad their reputation." 

On the i9th September Whitworth repeats that, 
" Luwcnhaupt's friends allege that most of the regi- 
ments refused to fight, but the officers who have 
taken service under the Czar say, to their own justi- 
fication, that they and the soldiers were ready to 
have dona their duty, and knew nothing of their 
capitulation till they were ordered to lay down their 
arms; and others observed, that no proper dispo- 
sition was made, no trench cast up. the bag^ge and 
artillery not ranged, nor anything do^c that had the 
prospect of a battle, though they had time enough 
before ever the detachment of Prince Mentschikof 
came near them." 

Though the Czar behaved with the greatest kind- 
ness to hit Swedish prisoners, there was yet ground 
enough for complaint. In a dispatdi of the 6th 
February, 1710, Whitworth writes : " The Swedish 
generals having complained to the Czar that several 
of their common soldiers were suffered to die for 
hunger, and even no care taken of burying their 
dead bodies, the Czar, being heavily incensed, or- 
dered Prince Gagarin, the commandant of Moscow 
and one of the chief ministers of this empire, to be 
put in arrest in his own house, from whence he waa 
hardly released yesterday at the entreaties of the 
empress-dowager and the princesses. The vice- 
commandant. Prince Bogdan Gagarin, was also laid 
in a common prison, with a sUver chain about his 
neck and a great block." 

Though such harsh measures inspired fear, they. 
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on the other hand, doubtless exdted a desire of re- 
venge. They certainly did not prevent all acts of 
injustice; at least the ambassador, on the 9th of 
October, 1710, writes: "Under the pretext of attack- 
ing Swedes, they seized at Moscow all sorts of fo- 
rcigncrs, and kept and frighted them till they got 
some money from them." 

Scspccting the war of Peter against the Turks in 
1711, we find the following remarkable passage in a 
dispatch of the 3d September : " The peace with the 
Turks, oppoEed by the Tartar khan, they say that 
the i-izier was gained with 300,000 rubles. 

" The Bnssian ^cavalry had for eight days neither 
grass nor hay, but hved only from tree-leaves and 
roots ; BO wearied out, that they could scarce walk ; 
that there was want of all sorts of provisions, and no 
possibility by any means to escape ; that the Czar, 
seeing liimsclf in so great a danger, wept, and on 
hoi-scback with his new emprcGs, Catherine, ivere 
ready to run the hazard of making their escape with 
a few people rather than to deliver their persona 
into their enemy's hands, had not the grand vizier 
accepted the peace." 

From 1711 to 1719, and from 1719 to 1728, we 
do not meet with any, or at least with no available, 
dispatches, and among those of the ambassador 
Jcflcries of 1719, only one, dated the 9th January, 
deserves notice in this place*. He says ; " Besides 
the disaffected of this country, who have gone so far 
in their perfidy as to frame at divers times con- 
spiracies against his czarisb majesty and the present 
government, there are others, oven of the first rank, 
who, under the pretext of an inviolable fidelity, have 
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not been less dangerous to the state, by endeavour- 
ing to enrich themselves at the expense of their 
master, in the government and other directions 
committed to their charge. The Czar being well 
informed of their bad conduct, had thought fit to 
dissemble for awhile till (he troubles of the late 
conspiracy should be at an end ; but soon after the 
execution which happened here, his majesty called 
his senate together, and told them it was time to 
look into the conduct of those who had had the chief 
management of the affairs, and for this purpose he 
established a tribunal, composed of some general 
ofBcers and others, of which General Wcidc is 
the president The inquisition began with Prince 
Mcntchikof, who was accused first of having sought 
his own profit and interest in his own government 
of Ingria, preferable to that of the Czar, for having 
favoured and protected the Salofiofs (three brothers) 
that drove a commerce in goods prohibited, and for 
having held secret correspondence with a Swedish 
minister. The prince was put under arrest by order 
of the Czar, but some days afterwards was restored 
to his liberty, and he has since given him his promise 
that he will forget what is past. It is said that this 
prince has offered, of his own accord, to pay 200,000 
rubles to the Czar, or a dedommagemeiit, for the 
losses his majesty has sustained by his fraudulent 
commerce. 

" The great admiral Apraxin was found guilty of 
mismanagement in the affairs of the fleet. He was 
confined the same day and divested of the order of 
St. Andrew, but he has had the same good fortune 
as Prince Mentchikof, of being soon restored to the 
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Czar's good favours by means of a ctHtaidenble 8uia 
of money, which he is to pay him. In the same 
manner others arrested were taxed — the Salofiofs to 
700,000 rubles." 

Peter the Great died on the 8th February, 1725 ; 
his consort, Catherine I., 17th May, 1727. She 
was succeeded by Peter 11., son of the unfortunate 
Alexius and grandson of Peter I. He was born on 
the 12th October, 1715; his elder sister, Natalia, 
on the 12th July, 1714. 

It is not till the year 1728 that the dispatches of 
the ambassador Bondeau begin. He writes on the 
9th August : — " Count Luthol, who is a very hand- 
some gentleman, was a great favourite of the late 
Czarina during that princess's reign. Anna Crama, 
a Tcry intriguing lady, was also a great faTourite of 
the late Czarina, and had bees privy to all that 
princess's parties of pleasure, in which Count Luthol 
was one of the principal actors. 

" Mentchikof placed Luthol and Crama with 
Princess Natalia; soon after they had some misun* 
derstanding with Prince Mentdiikof, and having 
gained the aG^tion of their new miBtxeas, they joined 
with her and Princess Elizabeth, Apraxin, Golofldn. 
Ostermann, and others, to ruin Mentchikof, in whidi 
they succeeded. 

" At present, Luthol and Crama are the only fa- 
vourites of Princess Natalia, and govern her as they 
think fit This princess, at the beginning of her 
brother's reign, 1^ a great deal to say at court, 
being the greatest favourite the Czar had ; but taking 
upon herself a little too moch, and trying to per- 
suade her brother to leave that irregular life ha 
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leads, her kind admonittonB became troublesome to 
the young prince, and of course she lost a great deal 
of the credit she had over him. 

" FriDceaB Elizabeth ia now in high tavour. She 
is very beautiful, and aeems to love all that can 
please the Czar, as dancing, hunting, which last is his 
reigning passion: for some others I think not so 
proper to be mentioned. This princess, as yet, does 
not seem to meddle with any state afiairs, being en- 
tirely given up to pleasure, and following the young 
prince wherever he goes. 

" His czarish majesty's great favourite at present 
is young Prince Dolgorucky, ^ed about twenty. 
They are inseparable both day and night, and he is 
one in all his parties of debauch, which are very 
frequent. 

" The great projects of his grand&ther will soon 
dwindle to nothing," 

Dispatch of 11th September, 1728:— "The Czar 
is very inconsistent in his resolutions, for one day he 
will say one thing, and the other quite the contrary, 
which gives his ministers a great deal of uneasiness. 
Baron Ostermaun has the sole management of all 
afiairs, and he has found the way to make himself so 
serviceable, that as yet they cannot do without him. 
^Vhen he is not pleased, he pretends to be sick, that 
he should be excused going to council; and when the 
two Dolgoruckys, Apraxin, Golofkin, and OalUtzin, 
meet in council, and Ostermann is not there, they 
are all at a stand. They sit a Uttle, drink a dram, 
and then are obliged to go and comrt the baron, to 
get him in a good humour. By these means he 
brings them to consent to all he desires, but it is 
believed this way will not always do. 
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" Dolgorucky's counsels appear so absurd and hii 
excesses so unirorthy, that, od tlie urgent representa- 
tioDB of Natalia and Ostermann, he is dot dis- 
graced* ; but a short time afterwards, on the 29th 
November, 1728, the former died, and the influence 
of the recalled favourite was even greater than be- 
fore. Contrary to the wishes of Ostermann and 
many other persons, the betrothmcnt of the Czar 
with the sister of Dolgorucky has been declared. 
She is about eighteen, very handsome, and endowed 
with a great many fine qualities," (Dispatch of 20th 
November, 17'29.) 

All these plans, however, were frustrated by tlie 
dcathofPeterlLou the 19th January, 1730. "The 
grand council," writes Rondeau on the same dayf , 
" immediately and unanimously declared Anna, the 
daughter of Iwan Alexiewitch, the duchess-dowager 
of Courland, as his successor." 

The dispatches of Rondeau give interesting par- 
ticulars respecting this remarkable plan of changing 
the monarchical form of government, and thus to 
procure to the higher nobility a more decided in- 
fluence. " I hear that the most considerable of the 
Russian nobility are at work to alter the form of tlus 
government, and it is assured articles are drawn up 
to limit the power of the empress, to which she must 
sign, or they will choose another." 

On the 2d February, 1730, he writes :— " The fol- 
lowing, it is said, are the conditions proposed : — 

" 1. That the empress is to have a fixed sum 
allowed for her household, and she is to command 
no part of the army but the guard that will be actu- 
ally on duty in her palace. 
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" 2. There is to be a high council, composed of 
twelve of the moat coneiderable of the nobility, who 
are to manage all the affairs of great conecquencc, 
as peace, war, and making alliances. A treasurer of 
the crown is to be named, who is to give account to 
the high council how he disposes of the government 
money. 

" 3. There is to be a senate of thirty-six persons, 
who are to examine the affairs before they are 
brought to the high council. 

" 4. There is to be an assembly of 200 of the liltlo 
nobility to maintain their rights, in case those of the 
high council should encroach upon them. 

" 5. There is to be an assembly of gentlemen and 
merchants, who are to take care that the people arc 
not oppressed. 

" *riiis, in general, is the scheme they are working 
upon ; as yet they are not very well agreed among 
themselves how to settle it; but Ihey are gone too 
far to go back, which obliges most people to think 
they certainty will make some considerable altera- 
(ions." 

On the 16th February, 1730, Rondeau writes: — 
" The nobility cannot agree what form to give the 
alterations. I have seen several plans which have 
been laid before the high council, but they seemed to 
be very ill digested, and none of them have been 
generally approved, though they were signed by 
several considerable famihes. As these gentlemen 
have always been used to obey blindly an absolute 
monarch, they have no true notions of a limited go- 
vernment. The great nobihty would fain get the 
power in their own hands, and the little nobility and 
gentry are very jealous they should, and would. 
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rather have one master than aererat, without some 
way be found out, to make them easy, and secura 
them From being tyrannized by the great fituniliee. 

" At this time we hear duly different reporta, 
some asserting there will be a considerable alterar 
tion, and others, with as much certainty, there will 
be none. 

" Soon after her majesty arrived at Fscasweatxk, 
which is a little village about six miles from Moscow, 
she declared herself colonel of the regiment of 
Trebrozensky guards, and captain of the chevalier 
guards, and gave every one of the officers and sol- 
diers a glass of wine or brandy with her own hand, 
which has gained their hearts. 

" The high council and the senate went is a body 
to Fscasneatzk, the grand chancellor Count Gtolof- 
kin presented her the order of St. Andrew, and 
Gallitzin said, in the name of the high council and 
aenatc, that they humbly thanked her majesty for 
being so gracious to accept of the crown, and sign- 
ing the articles which wore sent her to Mitau. She 
answered, that she thanked them for having elected 
her, that she had signed these articles to please 
them, and that she was resolved to keep them as 
long as she lived, and desired they would lake care 
that true justice shotdd be administered to every- 
body ; that she would do her utmost to give them the 
best advice she was able, and that she hoped they 
would, on their part, do everything that might be 
for the benefit of their country. 

*' The conditions were to reign by the advice of 
the high council, not to marry without its sanction, 
not to declare war, conclude peace, levy taxes, fill 
up high offices, not to sanction the execution or con- 
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fiscatioD of nobles without fiill . proof, or alienitte 
crown landa without iti consest." 
. " Yesterday," writes Bondeau, on the 26th Febru- 
ary, " the high council met, and resolved to proBent 
an address to the empress, to desire she would ap- 
prove the plan which Prince (blank in MS.) had 
drawn up. Then they waited on her majesty, and the 
plan was read, which she approved and signed, after 
which they returned to the high council, where it 
vf»B proposed that, in consideration of her majesty's 
goodness, something should be done for her. Knas 
Yousopoff answered, ' He was of opinion that they 
should offer her the absolute sovereignty, as her pre- 
decessors had had before;' to which everybody con- 
eented ; and immediately they returned to her ma- 
jesty and made her the offer, which she accepted 
without any hesitation, so that there is an end to 
the grand affair, and the empress is at present as 
despotic as was the late Czar." 

An anonymous letter which accompanies the am- 
bassador's dispatches, gives a more circumstantial 
account : — " Baron Oatermann, hearing of this plan, 
thought that changes would lessen his power consi- 
derably, and he could but be a subordinate to the 
great conncil, pretended to be out of order, and laid 
up with the gout, in order to avoid the signing of it ; 
but the Dolgoruckys and GallitBins came to his 
house and obliged 1dm to sign it against his inclina- 
tion. 

" While the plan was in agitation, General Jagou- 
shinslcy, who was neglected, and purposely excluded 
from the secret, out of rage, according to his custom, 
dispatched one of bis servants expressly to the 
duchess of Couiland, adviaing her not to sign the 
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conditioDB proposed by the faigh council, as highly 
prejudicial to her interests, and that she might, with- 
out the least doubt, have the crown upon h^ owa 
terms. The great council having some intimation 
of his dispatches, ordered the messenger to be 
stopped on the road, and finding the forementioned 
contents in the letter, put the general under a strict 
guard in irons, depriving him at the same time of 
liis blue ribbon, in order to form his process. 

"The nation rejoiced at the Czarina's arrival, 
and all things passed very quietly ; but an imme- 
diate change followed to the great surprise of all 
those that have the true notion of liberty. The 
Princes Tmbctilty, Czerkasky, and SolUkoff, being 
apprehensive of the great power that the Dolgo- 
ruckys and Gallitzins might have in the great 
council, and, perhi^s, prescribe laws to the rest of 
the nobility, formed secretly a strong party among 
tho lower sort of nobility (which it is thought was 
done by Ostermann's and the great chancellor Go- 
lowkin's Gccrot contrivance), and before the Dolgo- 
ruckys had a perfect intimation of it. 

" One morning the guards, being by order of 
Lieutenant-general Soltikoff doubled, Trubetzky and 
Czerkasky, at the head of three hundred noblemen, 
came up to the Kreml to present a memorial to the 
Czarina, in the name of the Russian nobility, beseech- 
ing her imperial majesty to assume the former sove- 
reignty which her predecessors had enjoyed by all 
the rights in the world, and to abohsh the new form 
of government, as tending to the greatest prejudice 
of her interest and the whole empire. Ihe great 
chancellor Golowkin, who was the keeper, according 
to bis office, of the instrument signed by the Czarina 
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at Mitan, did not fail to be present in the morniug 
at court before the deputation came, and having the 
said instrument in his pocket, upon her majesty's 8c< 
cepting the sovereignty, tore it before the eyes of the 
great council in pieces, and so that precious liberty 
which we had but a glimmering, and flattered our* 
selves to enjoy it for some time in tranquillity, was 
eclipsed all on a sudden. AU this seemed to us lilto 
a dream. 

" Jagoushinsky, whom everybody expected to be 
used in an infamous manner, was immediately sent 
for, and had his post, sword, and the order restored 
to him by her majesty's own hands, as an assertor of 
her rights, and at present has a great share in her 
favour, flattering himself to bo made in a little time 
a flcld-marshal. 

" The Gatlitzins and Dolgoruckys oro looked 
upon as disaffected to the imperial prerogative, 
though they were the very instruments of setting 
the crown on her majesty's head. 

" Ostermann still continues politically to keep his 
bed ; and upon Jagoushinsky 's persuasion the Czarina 
went the other day to make him a visit in person, to 
take his advice upon the present juncture, and since 
we hear that a senate is to be settled upon the same 
footing as was in the time of Peter I. 

" The noblemen who agreed in proposing tho 
hmitations keep themselves very quiet ; yet they do 
not omit to cabal privately together in fevour of 
Princess Elizabeth, which princess has a consider* 
able number of officers well-aSected to her, out of a 
love to the memory of the late Czar, Peter I. Tho 
- chief design of this cabal is to oblige the present 
Czarina to settle the succession upon Princess £11. 
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zabeth in her lifetime ; whereas the Czarina is in' 
clined to settle it on her niece, the duchess of Medt- 
lenburgh*8 daughter." 

The writer of this letter gives also the following 
characteristic sketchoB of some of the Russian nobles : 
— " Gotowkin, the great chancellor, is son of a poor 
country gentleman, who was chief huntsman of prince 
Chawansliy in the reign of Czar Alexius Michaelo- 
\vitz. This gentleman was of the household of prince 
Alexis Gallitzin, then guardian or governor of the 
young Czar Peter, during the administration of his 
sister. Princess Sophia ; and in consideration of the 
exact intelUgence he brought from time to time of 
Sophia's proceedings, was by the favour of that 
prince (?) made groom of the bedchamber to the 
Czar; and afterwards, for hie iaithful adherence 
during the rebellion and conspiracy of the princess, 
advanced to be lord of the bedchamber. 

" His assiduity about the Czar's person by degrees 
gained him the favour and confidence of that prince, 
who after some time declared him great chamber- 
lun ; and soon after the death of Count GoUowih, 
great chancellor, though be knew him to be a simple 
illiterate man, and without any better qualifications 
for that high post than a roost obsequious and so- 
vile compliance. His officious and affable deport- 
ment (the best quahty he has), with a zeal and 
appearance of devotion, has got him considerable 
oredit among the old Bussian bigots, and especially 
with the clergy. He is covetous to the highest de- 
gree, and studies all imaginable ways of raising an 
immense fortune, in which he has succeeded so wdl 
that he is at present the richest oobleman in all 
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" Baron Ostermann. — ^Bom at Esaen, a town in 
Westphalia, is the boq of a poor curate in that 
countiy, who, in 1703, was taken into the service of 
vice-admiral Cruya in Holland, as his valet de 
chambre, and upon his application to leam the Rus- 
sian language, made his secretary, and soon after by 
him recommended to Baron Schaphiroff, then secre- 
tary of state, to be employed in the office of foreign 
affairs. By whose favour he was made interpreter, 
translator, under-secretary, and at length counsellor 
of the chancery for foreign affairs. He has a com- 
petent knowledge of the modem languages, but a 
very slender acquaintance with the Latin. His un* 
derstanding and ability are certainly nowise con- 
temptible, but he is full of finesse and artifice, lalse 
and treacherous, in his deportment submissive and 
insinuatin g, with low cringings and bowings, which is 
reckoned the best policy amongst the Russians, and 
wherein he outdoes all the natives. He is a bon- 
Tivant and epicure, and has sometimes something of 
generosity, but little of gratitude. For when the 
contest arose at court between Prince Mentcbikoff 
with the great diancellor Golowkin oA one side, and 
Baron Schaphiroff on the other, he not only aban- 
doned his patron and benefactor, but joined with the 
other ag^nst him. So Schaphiroff being overborne, 
was banished to Archangel ^ and as there remained 
nobody that understood foreign languages well, Os- 
termann some time afterwards was declared vice- 
chancellor at the request of Prince Mentcbikoff, and 
Prince Mentcbikoff he requited by contriving his 
rain in the last reign, as is known to the world. 

" OtTieral JagouthiH$ky~-lB the son of an organist 
belonging to Uie Lutheran church at Moscow, who 
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owca all his fortune to his pretty face formerly. For 
being a handsome youth he was taken by the great 
chancellor Golowkin, vho was notorious for unnatural 
propensities, to be his p^^ ; and, in two years' time, 
taken from him by the late Czar, Peter I., for the 
same purpose, under the title of page of the cham- 
ber, where this merit, joined with an active, lively, 
gay spirit, soon raised him, and prevailed with the 
Czar to declare him at once captain of his Preobra- 
shensky guards, and not loDg after adjutant-gcneraL 
This advancement, with many marks of the Czar's in- 
creasing atfectton, gave Prince Mentchikoff great un- 
easiness and jealousy. The Czar, who had lost much 
of his former kindness foi the prince, perceiving it, 
affected to give him every day fresh mortifications by 
repeated favours to Jagoushinsky, and at last de- 
clared him his favourite. His parts arc not extraor- 
dinary, but a court life has given him politeness of 
behaviour, and his good nature would make him be- 
loved, if a passionate temper, which is natural to 
him, and very often inflamed by excessive drinking, 
did not destroy all command of his reason, and hurry 
him sometimes to abuse his best friends in the most 
insolent manner, and divulge the most important 
secrets. Coward without an equal, and profuse to 
the highest degree; for he has squandered ample 
fortunes of his wife, with all the vast presents he has 
received from abroad and at home." 

When Rondeau had made minute inquiries re- 
specting the proposed change in the constitution, 
on the accession of Anne, he sent the following dis- 
patch, on the 12th of March, 1730. " As soon as 
her imperial majesty arrived at Moscow, the high 
council took all possible care to hinder their enemief 
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from Laving an opportunity to spealc to her in pri- 
vate ; and Wasilei Dolgoruclcy, who was one of those 
gentlemen who carried to Mitau the articles which 
the Czarina eigncd when she accepted of the crown, 
had an apartment given him in the palace, that no- 
body should see her but those he introduced. This 
angered very much several great families, and all 
the little nobility, who resolved to employ their wives 
to know the empress's sentiments. Accordingly 
the Princes Czerkasky, Czernisheff, and General 
Soltikoifs ladies, were desired by their husbands 
and friends to find out if what the empress did was 
willingly, or if she was obliged to it by the high 
council. Those gentlewomen executed their orders 
so well and so privately, that they found her majesty 
was not satisfied with what was doing, and tliat she 
would verj' willingly accept the absolute sovereignty 
in case they could find means to procure it to her. 
As soon aa the little nobility were informed of this, 
they secretly assembled to take proper measures, 
and at last resolved on what they should do to ac- 
complish their designs. 

" On the 25th of February, 1730, the little nobi- 
lity, with Prince Czerkasky at their head, went in 
a great body to the palace, where they were intro- 
duced to her majesty, the high council being pre- 
sent, and humbly petitioned her to settle a steady 
form of government ; since the high council had not 
yet thought fit to do it, and even refused to hear 
what they had to say for the good of their country. 
After the petition had been read, Wasilei Dolgo- 
rucky desired her majesty to go in her closet to con- 
sider of it before she consented to sign what they 
required. The duchess of Mecklenburg, her sister. 
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answered him that there was no occasion to consider- 
for those gentlemen asked nothing but what was 
very reasonable, and told her majesty ehe had pen 
and ink ready, so the empren set her hand imme- 
diately ; which was no sooner done, than the little 
nobility retired into another room, where, after they 
had been some time, they retamed to her roi^csty, 
wid EnSs Yuaupoff and Baratinskoy presented her 
another petition, which sbe gave to Prince Czer- 
kasky to read, in which, after they had humbly 
thanked her for condescending to sign their first pe- 
tition, they desired her to abolish the high council 
and senate, and to constitute in their stead a high 
ruling senate, composed of twenty-one persons, and 
not above one of a family, which should be chosen at 
present and for the future by ballot ; and that her 
majesty would be so gracious as to accept of the ab- 
solute sovereignty, as her glorious predecessors had 
alwaj's had before. The Czarina made as if she was 
very mucli surprised at their request, and told them 
she always thought it was they and the high council 
who desired to limit her power; but at last she was 
prevailed upon to accept of their offer, and imme- 
diately called for the articles which she had signed 
at Mitau, and tore them in their presence. 

" Then the little nobility retired again into an- 
other room, and drew up a petition of thanks to her 
majesty for having accepted of the absolute aove- 
ragnty, and they all kissed her hand. The high 
council, who had dined with ber that day, did the 
same, and made as if they were very well satisfied, 
though they seemed thuoderstmck with what bad 
.been done. 

" Her czarish majesty ha» shown herself a piiii- 
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cese of a great deal of vigour and courage *, widiout 
which she would have hardly been able to prevent 
her power from being very much limited." 

The above plans and other projects for a change- 
in the form of government certainly appear crude,- 
and many perEons naturally feared the unlimited 
power of a few families (the oligarchy of the nobility) 
more than a eingle sovereign elevated above the 
sphere of petty passiona. On the other hand, Russia 
has not advanced a step, in a hundred ^ears, in the 
science of government ; and it Boon appeared, that 
in the conferring of unUmited power, there was no 
guarantee for the good use of it. 

" The nobility seems very much dissatisfied that 
her majesty employs so many foreigners about her. 
person. Mr. Biron, a Courlander, who came with 
her, is made great chamberlain, as several others of 
that country are in great favour, at which the old 
Russians, who did expect she would have preferred 
them before these gentlemen, are displeased. It ii 
thought that Baron Ostermann has made use of those 
new favourites to get the entire management of all 
affairs, and that when he is well settled he will sacri- 
fice them, or at last send them back to Courland. 

" Princess EUzabeth is sick, or has feigned her- 
self so, for some time. Some report f it is because 
she was not chosen instead of the present empress, 
and others say not to be at the coronation, because 
it is thought she is with child by a grenadier, whom 
she is in love with, and that she could not appear in 
robes without discovering her condition. If this 
be the reason or not, I cannot affirm ; but so far is 

• Diapitch of 20th April, 1730. 
t Oiipatchor lath H^, 1730, vol. xiii. 
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certain, she leads a very in-^ular life, and the Czarina 
Bcems not to dislike, I suppose, that she should rulu 
her interest; for instead of sending away tlie fa- 
vourite grenadier, who is, it is true, a gentleman, her 
majesty has dismi&sed'him her service, that he may 
he always at the princess's command; he will in time 
probably ruin her. When I consider the wit and 
beauty of that young lady, I cannot forbear being 
Borry to see she exposes herself to such a degree, for 
in time it must be known. This has been told me 
in great confidence by the surgeon, M. Lcstocq, who 
was bom at Hanover. 

" The emperor Charles VI.* made M. Biron, the 
Czarina's great chamberlain and favourite, a present 
of his picture, set with diamonds, valued at least at 
5000/. ; and at the same time gave him a patent of 
count of the empire, though he was a person hardly 
known whilst he was in Courland with her majesty. 
I believe Count Biron will not be able to maintain 
himself long ; for I am inchned to think Baron Os- 
tcrmann has consented that all sorts of honour and 
riches shall be heaped on that gentleman, to render 
him odious to the Russians, and by that means be 
able in time to ruin him, as he has done all the other 
favourites who have been here of lato years. 

" You cannot imagine how magnificent this court 
is since the present reign f , though they have not a 
shilling in the treasury, and of course nobody is 
paid, which contributes very much to the general 
complaints. Notwithstanding this want of money, 
great sums are laid out by all the courtiers to get 
magnificent habits for the masquerade, which we are 
soon to have, and a fine troop of comedians is daily 
• Dnpatch of 22ad Jane, 1730. f llnd. 3rd Ju»i«7, 1/31. 
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expected from Warsaw, wlu<^ are sent by the long 
of PolancI to divert her majesty, who thinks ofBO-i 
thing else, and to heap up riches and honour ob 
Count Biron, and to enrich his brother also. 

" There has been a great intrigne carried on to 
get away Princess Elizabeth's favourite, the great 
grenadier, and substitute in his place Mc^or Biron, 
who ihe doth (? not) love ; but, nevertheless, he it 
continually with her, and the grenadier has been 
stripped of all she has given him and sent to Si- 
beria ; this had very much chagrined the duchess of 
Mecklenburg, who fears, by the interest of the Biron 
family, the Princess Elizabeth will be more caressed 
by the Czarina than herself and her daughter. 

" The duchess of Mecklenburg continues to be 
very much indisposed, and is thought she will have 
a great deal of trouble to escape, considering she has 
drank a great deal of brandy of late years. 

" Money* is continually wanted here ; and I be- 
Uevc nobody can imagine but those who have been 
at Petersburg, how expensive a place it is, particu- 
larly for foreign ministers, who are obliged to have 
fine equipages ; and on all great hohdays fine new 
clothes, that cost as much again as at London or 
Puis. But as her majesty loves to see every body 
very fine, I must submit to it, and conform to the 
fashion, as all the other foreign ministers are obliged 
to do. 

" The republicans (of 1730), as they were cailedf, 
were partly banished immediately to Siberia or other 
distant places, And those who then escaped have 
since bees sent into exile whenever they have been 
found guilty of any slight offence." 



• Oiipcleh of 25th September, 1 734, to), xii. 
t Ibid. 15lh Januuy, 1737, tul. uiu. 
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Meantime Biron had been ca^ated duke of Coat- 
land, and aimed at still higher honours, which were 
afterwards most unexpectedly realized. The succeed- 
ing dispatches of the ambassador give some further 
particulars. " It is said* that the duke of Courland 
has the design that his son shall marry the young 
duchess Anna of Mecklenburg, niece to the empress. 
It must be confessed it is a bold undertaking, consi- 
dering what he was very few years ago ; but now he 
is become a sovereign prince, and all powerful by her 
majesty's favour, nobody can yet foresee where his 
unbounded ambition will carry him, in case he con- 
tinues in a condition to please her majesty. One of 
the greatest obstacles in the pretended design is the 
age of the parties, for the princess is already in her 
twenlicth year, and the Prince Peter is just entered on 
his fifteenth year, which is too young to be married. 
But this great obstacle may in time be surmounted. 

" The person of the princess, if not very hand- 
some, is, at least, very passable. The duke was 
wilhng to go to Warsftwf, but her czarish majesty 
would not, on any terms, consent to his leaving this 
place, and even, it is affirmed, she shed tears on that 
occasion, which engaged the duke to change his 
mind, and try to get the investiture of Courland 
without being present. 

" I believe," says the ambassador, on the 13th of 
January, 173iiJ, " that the duke of Courland has the 
plan to settle the succession in Russia in his family. 
About fourteen days ago, the duke waited on the 
princess of Mecklenburg, and told her, that some 
people imE^ined he prevented the Czarina consent- 
ing to conclude the marriage between her highness 

■ Dispatch of23ril Septembei, 1738, Tol.xxi*. 
t Dispatch of ICth December. J Vri. zsv. 
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and the prince of Berern, designing to make a 
match between her and bis eldest son, which he 
would never think of marrying against his inclina- 
tion, whatever advantage bis family might gain by 
it. That the emperor has lately proposed a Ger- 
man princess for his son, who had 200,000 crowns 
a-ycar ; but that he had not thought proper to ac- 
cept of the offer, being resolved that his son should 
choose for himself 

" Then his highness asked the princess what she 
thought of the prince of Bevem, to which she an- 
swered, that she was entirely at her majesty's dis- 
posal, and was always ready to obey her commands ; 
but, in case her inclinations were to be consulted, 
she confessed she did not like the prince. 

'* I do not yet find that this step of the duke was 
made by the Czarina's order, which makes me be* 
lievc that he was witling first to know which were 
the views of the princess before he fixed his plan, 
which is (if I judge right) to marry his son, if he 
can, to the princess, and to give his daughter to tho 
prince of Bcvcm, who, his highness thinks, will be 
satisfied, in case he gets him made field-marshal." 

This plan, however, miscarried : on the 14th of 
April, 1739, the ambassador writes : " The duke of 
Conrland informed me, that her czarish majesty had 
resolved to give her niece, the Princess Anne, to tlie 
prince of Bevem." To explain the contradictions, 
the ambassador, on the 12th of May, made the fol- 
lowing relation : — 

" In the year 1732, it was agreed that the Prince 
Anthony Ulrick of Bevem should be sent to this 
place with a design, as it was then said, to marry 
him when of age to the Princess Anne, who has 
always been looked upon as presumptive heiress of 

C.onglc 
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the Ciarinft ever 'since that prmceu mounted Uw 
throtte of Bussia. Accordingly, he arrived at Fe- 
tenbu^ the 3d Fobruary, 1733. As J was preseat 
the fint time he was preseBted to the duke of Cour- 
land, then Count Biron, J easily observed he seemed 
much surprised at seeing that prince bo little for his 
age, which made me conjecture the court of Viemia 
had represented his highness iu a better light than 
he then appeared in. Nevertheless, the Czarina re- 
ceived him with mudi civility, and took the greatest 
care that he should be provided with everything 
according to his quality, and has ever since con- 
tinued to defray his expenses. For some years he 
continued to be little regarded, which made every- 
body think that this court could have been very 
glad to find a handsome pretence to get rid of him. 
Afterwards the prince showed courage in the war 
against the Turks, and the Marshal Munich ex- 
tolled his courage. The princess likes not Bevem, 
but also not the son of Biron. 

"As it was thought high time by every Russian 
that wishes well to hie country, to marry the princess 
who is inclined to be tat, it is thought the duke of 
Courland has not dared to oppose the whole nation, 
finding, perhaps, that princess sooner willing to 
marry the prince of Bevem (since no other suitable 
party offered) than to stay three or four years for 
his son. 

" Some think her m^esty ordered her niece to 
choose one of these princes, which she consented to 
do, and declared in iavour of the prince of Wolfen- 
biittel, as he is certainly every way the prc^Mxest 
match of the two, both in point of birth and age ; 
and I must add, that daring the two last eampaigas 
his highneea ia TCiy much grown, and it may now 
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be said, without flattery, that be has a handsome 
pereon ; and I bcUcve that the duko of Courland 
has been the main manager of this important afTair, 
and that by it he has aecured the duchy of Courland 
to his family foi ever ; for they do not doubt that ho 
has got the duke of Wolfenbiittel to promise to 
give one of his sisters to the prince of Courland. 

"Anne and Bevcm were married by a Bussian 
archbishop. It is not to be expressed the magnifi- 
cence of the cavalcado, nor the fine clothes and 
equipages that have been made on this occasion. 
All this week is to be employed in difi*erent diver- 
sions at court" (Dispatch of 3d July.) 

It then appeared that everything, especially the 
difficult question respecting the succession to the 
throne, was prudently and happily regulated, both 
for the present and for the future. How deceitful 
these hopes proved is related in detail in anotlier 
place. 

1 here subjoin an interesting account of the Sa- 
poroguc Cossacks, given by Bondeau in a dispatch 
of the 24 th April, 1736. 

" The Saporogue Cossacks are a very strong and 
indefatigable people. Their cashcvoy or general 
has a room for himself, of about ten feet square, but 
the others Uve in large rooms called kuraveis, in 
each of which there are about six or seven hundred 
men. Whoever pleases to go into the kuravci may 
lodge and eat with them without being asked, and 
without thanking them for their entertainment. As 
the whole nation are a very extraordinary people, 
more used to Uve in the fields tlian in settled habi- 
tations, there are generally four or five hundred men 
about every kuravci, who he in Uie open air, but 
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have the liberty to come mto the reoita whtin tbef 
please without any caremony. The Saporogues are 
s Bort of knights, who suiFer no women among then ; 
for if any one of them was found to keep a woman 
he is stoned to death. They have no written law, 
but all oauses are judged by six ot seven persons 
they choose for that purpose; but their sentence 
cannot be put in execution till it be approved by the 
fraternity. If any theft is committed among than, 
and the robber is taken, he is immediately hung up 
by the ribs. In case a murderer is discovered, they 
dig a pit and lay the murdered person on the mur- 
derer and bury them both together. They profess 
the Greek religion, and when they were under the 
protection of the Turks, the patriarch of Constanti- 
nople furnished them with priests; but since these 
two years, that they are under the protection of the 
Czarina, their priests are sent them by the arch- 
bishop of Kicw. They have only one church, which 
is served by an abbot and a few priests, who are not 
permitted to meddle mth any worldly matters fur Aer 
than to intercede for delinquents, and to see them do 
public penance in the church in case tboy commit any 
slight fault. The Saporogues admit in their frater- 
nity all persons of whatever nation they are, in case 
they embrace the Greek religion, and are willing to 
undergo seven years' probation before they are ad- 
mitted knights. If any of their fraternity run away, 
they make no inquoy after them, but look upon audi 
as unworthy of their society. Their ridies consist 
in cattle, particularly in luvaes. Some of them have 
above a hundred, and there is hardly any one of 
these Cossacks but has ten or twenty. They have a 
great many thousand horses, that run all together in 
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